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One of the most remarkable songs of recent decades was a little song called “What if God Was 
One of Us?” Do you remember it? Written by Eric Bazilian and sung by Joan Osborne, it went 
like this: [play first two stanzas and show music video] 
 
Did you catch these lines? 
 
If God had a name, what would it be 
And would you call it to his face?  
 
God did once have a name. I am not talking about all those awesome names of God in the Bible, 
like Yahweh and El Shaddai and so on. Those are names of God. But you cannot call it to his 
face, because as the Bible says, no one can look at God and live.  
 
But at the pivotal moment on the history of the planet God did become one of us. Just like the 
song says. He was given a name. He would have been called Yeshua ben-Yosef. Jesus son of 
Joseph, the carpenter from Nazareth, and Miriam, the peasant girl.  
 
You could call him that, to his face.  
 
The song continues: 
 
If you were faced with him in all his glory 
What would you ask if you had just one question? 
 
You might ask, where did you come from? 
 
John’s Gospel has an answer: In the beginning was the Word…all things came into being 
through him. He came from the beginning, from before all time, all creation. He came from God.  
 
You might ask, why did you come?  
 
John’s Gospel has an answer: He was life, and the life was the light of the world, and of all 
people. And: for God so loved the world…And: I have come that you might have life, and have 
it abundantly.  
 
You might ask: who are you? 
 



John’s Gospel has an answer: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. And: the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.”  
 
Which means something like: Jesus was God, and was with God, and was the Son of God, and 
was the incarnation of God, and was the glory of God, and was the very image of God come to 
earth. He was all of these things. And our words cannot begin to describe or define what all that 
means.  
 
You might ask: If you were and are the Son of God, the glory of God, the incarnation of God, 
why didn’t everyone believe in you?  
 
John’s Gospel would answer: He was in the world, he was the light of the world, he was the life 
of the world; but people preferred darkness and death. And so he was veiled from their eyes. 
They could not see him for what he was even though he was right there in front of them.  
 
Back to that song: 
 
What if God was one of us 
Just a slob like one of us 
Just a stranger on the bus 
Tryin to make his way home 
 
Overlook the offensive idea of God in flesh being a slob. The main idea here is what if God came 
among us but veiled himself from our eyes. What if he was just a stranger on the bus, what if he 
chose not to appear in full glory but to come in humility, anonymity, hiddenness. Just a stranger 
in the carpenter shop, trying to finish that table. Just a stranger walking down the road, trying to 
make his way home to Nazareth. Just like one of us. Possible to miss. Hidden. The hidden 
incarnation of God.  
 
The Gospel accounts give us many paradoxes about Jesus. But this is one of the most profound. 
John’s Jesus blazes with glory, seems to be an incarnate God impossible to miss apart from 
willful blindness. Mark’s Jesus seems to want to hide his glory, for a long time telling people he 
has healed not to tell anyone what has happened. And of course we also know this – he lived 
about 30 years in total obscurity as a Galilean carpenter before he began his ministry.  
 
God was one of us.  
His name was Jesus.  
He was born in Bethlehem.  
Kings honored him from afar. 
Another king wanted him dead before he was 2.  
People looked on him and worshipped. 
Others looked on him and scoffed. 
Some looked on him and killed him.  
 
And what about you?  



 
 
 


