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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR ON PASTORAL CARE

“Everyone in our church needs to feel enveloped in a network of 

relationships that can offer the care needed when it is our turn to 

be in need...

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN MULTIPLE AREAS

We have several volunteer positions open in various ministries 

throughout the church from the front office, to communications, 

children ministry, and more.
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Dear FBCD Family,
 
I want to say a word about pastoral care. I would begin by saying that there are probably at least 
ten different kinds of pastoral care situations that we see here at FBCD:
 

1) Care for those who are homebound or in nursing homes
2) Care for those who are temporarily hospitalized with illness or injury
3) Care for those who move from home to nursing home, retirement community, or rehab 
center
4) Care for those who face some kind of relationship challenge or crisis
5) Care for those struggling with addiction
6) Care for those who are dying
7) Care for those who are grieving because loved ones have died
8) Care for those facing spiritual, theological, or moral crisis
9) Care for those who face major life transitions such as marriage, childbirth, divorce, job loss, 
or retirement
10) Care for those who are primary caregivers to others

 
Our church offers a variety of approaches to meet pastoral care needs, some led by our laity and 
some by our pastoral staff. Sunday School/Bible study classes always play a key role, our senior 

adult ministries have constant and considerable pastoral 
care responsibilities, and our staff ministers take the lead on 
pastoral care with their particular flocks (children/families, 
youth/families, young adults, adults, and senior adults).
 
It is my goal as interim pastor that we call pastoral staff who 
have a heart for pastoral care, not just with their localized 
constituency but with the broader church. For example, I 
have asked our pastor to children and families Kristen Koger 
to get involved with the broader pastoral care ministry as Bob 
Williamson sends needs and opportunities her way.
 
It is also my goal that laypeople be, and feel, as equipped as 

possible for the pastoral care that you offer to each other. Everyone in our church needs to feel 
enveloped in a network of relationships that can offer the care needed when it is our turn to be 
in need. It is never the case that everyone is in crisis at the same time, but it is often the case that 
someone is in crisis at any given time. We build relationships over many years partly so that when 
crisis comes, we have a trusted, and trusting, community to fall back on.

Letter from the Pastor
On Pastoral Care

Rev. Dr. David Gushee
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“
Everyone in our church 

needs to feel enveloped in 
a network of relationships 

that can offer the care 
needed when it is our 

turn to be in need.

”
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There are moments in which sometimes “only the senior 
pastor will do.” Most of us in ministry have heard that 
statement periodically. There’s something about the 
symbolism and role of the lead, or senior, pastor in a church 
that continues to be important across most congregations and 
denominations. I can assure you that in my eleven months as 
interim lead pastor I have done my very best to be there for 
our congregation in those particular moments -- indeed, they 
have been some of the most meaningful experiences of this 
ministry for me.
 
Don’t miss the 8th category, above -- spiritual, theological, or 
moral crisis. I have had several profound conversations with 
members of our church about such matters during my time 

as pastor. Let’s not overlook them as we engage each other. 
Because sometimes what causes the greatest angst or need in 
one of us is not a hospitalization but when some aspect of our 
spiritual or moral world becomes shaky or moves into crisis. 
We don’t know what to think or feel anymore about God or 
the Bible or morality. At moments like that, people really do 
need a pastor, don’t they? They need someone who can listen 
well and respond with both sensitivity and clarity. We are 
pilgrims, on a journey with God. Sometimes we could use a 
helping hand when the road gets rocky or we cannot see our 
way ahead.
 
God bless you, dear church family.
Pastor David

On August 13th, the day after the events in Charlottesville, 
Dr. Gushee read a statement to the congregation he wrote 
concerning what happened. A few days later, the Deacons 
adopted it as the church’s position as well.

The statement is as follows:

Genesis 1 says that all people are made in the image of God 
(Gen. 1:26-28), the pinnacle of creation.

Genesis 4 teaches that we are our brothers’ keepers, and when 
human blood is shed it cries out from the ground to God.

Genesis 9 says that there must be an accounting whenever 
human beings harm or kill each other.

Psalm 8 says that human beings are just a little lower than the 
angels, cherished by God.

Luke 10 says that to inherit eternal life, we must love God 
and love people as ourselves, we must be neighbor to those 
around us.

Christian faith ought to be, and often has been, a very 
powerful force for human equality, for compassion, justice, 
love, and belief in the sacredness of every human life.

But especially since the days when European settlers came 
to the New World in the name of European Christian 
civilization, Christian faith very often has been distorted by 
an unholy religious-racial-civilizational pride.

European Christian settlers came to define themselves with 
the label “white” and to believe that they were by God’s 
design superior to other peoples, such as Africans and Native 
Americans (and others too, including Jews, who were objects 
of a longer hatred). They came to believe that they were free 
to subjugate, enslave, and often, kill these others, and free to 
believe and act as if others not like them (us) were inferior 
human beings.

Statement on
Charlottesville



Both European and American history are deeply marked by this ideology, which is best labeled 
“white” “Christian” supremacism. Recent decades of our history have been marked by powerful 
counter-pressures to repudiate this ideology in the name of a different vision, of equality, justice, 
and respect for all, of a multiracial society in which all are valued equally.

In Charlottesville, the forces of a resurgent white Christian supremacism converged to rally. They 
got what they wanted, national media attention and counter-protests by people representing the 
opposite agenda, some of whom were trained in peaceful nonviolence and others of whom were 
there to confront the protestors. Tensions ratcheted up and finally an assault by vehicle occurred 
with many casualties. Three people are dead, 34 injured.

We speak today to lament this hateful ideology, which is fundamentally contrary to Christian 
values but remains in our bloodstream for periodic resurgence. We lament yet another incident of 
ugly conflict, violence, and murder in our streets.

We declare that First Baptist Church Decatur utterly repudiates racism, and seeks to stand for 
biblical values of equality, justice, and respect for all. We pray that white supremacist Christian 
nationalism will be clearly repudiated and rejected by all responsible national leaders -- and by all 
Christian people, in the name of Jesus Christ.
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The month of August is always a busy one for those who have 
children or work with children. The same is true around the 
church! With the beginning of a new school year, we also 
begin our new year of programming at the church. Here are a 
few things that happened in August: 

Promotion Sunday
On August 6th, several our children began attending new 
Sunday School classes! It’s always fun to see the children 
explore a new classroom and get to know new teachers. 
Things have gotten off to a great start so far. Walking through 
the children’s hallways on Sunday morning is always one of 
the highlights of my week. The sounds of laughter, singing, 
conversation, and prayer reminds me of the good work that 
happens in this place each week.
 
BleSSing of the BackPackS
Also on August 6th, we took a moment in both worship 
services to pray over and offer a blessing for our students 
(of all ages) and teachers heading back to school. It was a 
wonderful day! As we looked around the room at all of the 

students, teachers, and staff who were beginning a new school 
year, we promised to pray for them in the weeks and months 
ahead as they go through this school year. 

godly Play
Did you know that each Wednesday, our PreK-5th grade 
children are gathering for worship? It may not look like the 

Children’s Ministry Update
from Pastor KK
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worship that happens in the Fresh Start or Sanctuary services 
on Sunday, but it is worship just the same. Our children 
enter our classroom, we greet one another and get ready. 
We prepare our hearts for worship, and then we hear a Bible 
story. Once the story is done, we respond to the story by 
“wondering” about it together and creating something using 
art supplies, then we remember the Lord’s Supper by having 
a small snack together. Godly Play is off to a great start. You 
are invited to come and worship with us any time we are 
together!

early arriver time
On Sunday mornings, the children gather together for 15-20 
minutes before heading to Sunday School. We use this time 
to have fun together! Sometimes we will do a service project, 
other times we will do some creative prayer practices, and 
sometimes we will play games. For the month of August, 
our children are painting rocks. That’s right - rocks. We are 
decorating rocks to brighten up our community. Children 
will take these rocks home soon and are invited to place them 
in a favorite (outdoor) place in their neighborhood for others 
to find. The goal is for someone to discover one of these rocks 
and for their day to be brightened. In September, we will be 
making prayer collages. We look forward to sharing these with 
you! 

volunteerS needed in 
children’S miniStry
Did you know that it takes 22 people on a Sunday morning 
to make children’s ministry happen? Worship care volunteers, 
welcome center greeters, and Sunday School teachers are all 
a vital part of our children’s ministry at FBC Decatur. We 
are currently working on our fourth quarter worship care 
schedule. We would love for you to spend some time with the 
youngest among us.

We need folks in all of the areas just mentioned. 

Do you want to take a regular, consistent volunteer spot (like 
the infant room every 1st Sunday)? We can do that! Can you 
only help once or twice a quarter? We have a space for you! 
Don’t want to commit to something regularly, but are willing 
to be on our substitute list? We have room there too! Don’t 
really like kids, but want to help out? Well- the greeter spot is 
the place for you! There is something for everybody. 

We are also looking for a teacher for this school year to 
teach our 4’s and 5’s class each week. There will be a rotating 
assistant in the room with you, but we need someone who is 
there each week to provide some consistency. If you would be 
willing to spend time with some of the smartest 4 and 5-year-
olds in Decatur, we have the perfect place for you. 

All volunteers must pass a background check and will have 
a brief orientation before they volunteer. To sign up to 
volunteer in worship care or Sunday School, contact Debra 
Pyron, Helen Wallace, or Pastor Kristen at 
kkoger@fbcdecatur.com 

for more information on our 
children’s ministry, visit: 

fbcdecatur.com/kids
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Announcements

volunteerS needed
FRONT OFFICE
If you are looking for a great place to volunteer, look no 
further. The front office needs your assistance! We currently 
have an opening on Monday mornings from 9:00pm 
- 1:00pm and one on Tuesday afternoons from 1:00pm - 
5:00pm. We also have a need for people to substitute for our 
regular volunteers when they are on vacation or when they’re 
out sick. If you are a substitute volunteer, you might get a 
call at the last minute asking you to help. We hope to a have 
enough substitute volunteers so that if one person can’t come 
in to help, some one else can.

Volunteering at the front desk is a very important position. 
Your pleasant, cordial voice is the first voice a caller hears, and 
your smiling face is the first face a guest sees when they come 
to the office. These are the two main responsibilities--answer 
the phones and greet our guests. You may occasionally be 
asked to stuff a few envelopes. Why don’t you check us out? 
Stop by the office to see what goes on or call Edwina Cowgill 
at the church office (404-373-1653) with any questions you 
may have. We would love to have you join our team!

STORYTELLERS
Matt Snyder, our Interim Communications Coordinator and 
Pastoral Resident, is looking for people who have a knack 
for capturing, writing, and sharing stories. We want to do a 
better job of sharing what God is doing through the various 
ministries in the church. If you’re interested, contact Matt at 
msnyder@fbcdecatur.com

firSt School tour
On Thursday, September 14th at 8:00am Harriet Holland 
will be giving a tour of First School for interested parents. No 
registration necessary!

fall Work day
The next Fall Work Day is September 30th from 8:00-
12:30pm.

2018 maP information Sharing SeSSion
On Sunday, September 24th there will be a Ministry Action 

Young at Heart
neWS

annual aPPle triP
On October 26th the YAH will have its annual Apple 
Trip. We will leave around 8 a.m. that Thursday morn-
ing headed to Merciers Apple Orchard. After we shop for 
apples we will drive to Pat’s Kountry Kitchen in Mc-
Caysville for lunch.

Plans for what we do after lunch are TBD but whatever 
we do it will be fun!  Limited spaces since we are taking 
our bus so the details on the sign up and the cost will be 
available soon.

BiBle Study
Our Wednesday afternoon Bible Study is going strong.  
We begin a new lesson series this Fall but you can come 
and join us any Wednesday from 4:00-5:00pm. After-
ward, stay for our Wednesday night supper and FBU.

Our Bible study meets in room S206 and the coffee is 
always on.
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Plan (MAP) information sharing session. There will be 
another on Wednesday, September 27th at 6:30pm.

The congregational vote for the 2018 MAP is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 8th at 10:00am.

enneagram retreat
On September 22-23, you are invited to participate in a 
retreat sponsored by the Pilgrims Group: “The Enneagram 
as a Path to Wholeness: An Adventure in Grace.” The cost is 
$50 per person. Scholarships available. For more information, 
contact Mark Parnell at markparnell@att.net

SUICIDE AWARENESS WEEK: SEPTEMBER 10-16

If you are in crisis, please call the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-talk (8255) or 
contact the Crisis Text Line by texting talk to 741-
741.

For more resources and information please visit:
http://afsp.org

News from the
Verdery Counseling Center

D.E.A.M. (Decatur-area Emergency Assistance Min-
istry) is a ministry supported primarily by 22 area 
churches that seek to meet the emergency needs of the 
less fortunate in the community.

During the month of September, FBCD is collecting the 
following items to distribute to D.E.A.M. You may place 
these items in the bins located throughout the church.

most needed food items:
•	 Soup (Cream of Chicken, Cream of Mushroom, 

Chicken Noodle, and Chicken and Rice)
•	 Canned Baked Beans
•	 Canned Pork n Beans
•	 Canned Pineapple
•	 Canned Yams
•	 1-lb. packages of Yellow and/or Brown Rice
•	 Small boxes of Corn Muffin mix

most needed non-food items:
•	 Toilet paper
•	 Bar soap
•	 Deodorant

Assigned churches are: HT Pantry (FBC Decatur and 
North Decatur United Methodist), and Avondale Pantry 
(Lutheran Church of the Messiah)

D.E.A.M. SEPTEMBER 2017
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FIRST BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

SERMON ON THE MOUNT
A serious analysis of the Sermon on the Mount with 
attention to its capacity to change the course of history, its 
implications, and more. 
facilitators: Peter rhea Jones and aaron mcginnis

PARENT ENRICHMENT
The PREPARE/ENRICH for Couples, gain insight 
into parenting styles, family dynamics, and couple 
communication. Registration is closed for this course. 
facilitated by: monique Wischusen

YOGA WITH JOTHOLYN
In one of our more popular 
classes, Jotholyn offers intuitive 
flow exercises that thread together 
the body, mind, and spirit. It’s 
yoga meditation designed to 
deepen your faith! 
facilitated by: Jotholyn mason

TOTAL BODY 
CONDITIONING
An hour long, high-intensity 
exercise regiment that will challenge every muscle in your 
body! A mixture of stretching, cardio, and resistance 
training. 
facilitated by: kristian Smith

ECO-THEOLOGY THROUGH WOMAN 
WISDOM IN PROVERBS
Examine Woman Wisdom in the Bible, eco-hermeneutics, 
feminist theology, and more.
facilitated by: linda cobb ott

FBCD MISSIONS: GOD’S CALL - OUR 
RESPONSE
An in-depth look at FBCD mission endeavors through 
the years and an exploration into where God is calling our 
community now.
facilitators: ruby langford and devita Parnell

FBU KIDS
Preschoolers and grade-schoolers have their own FBU 
sessions each week. Sessions are led by our Pastor for 
Children and Families, Rev. Kristen Koger.

FBU YOUTH
Youth from 6th-grade to 12th-grade are invited to spend 
time growing in faith and community. For more information 
on youth studies and activites at FBCD, visit: fbcdecatur.
com/youth

first Baptist university (fBu) is mid-week collection of 
courses at FBCD focused on personal and spiritual growth. 
The current term runs through September 20th on Wednes-
days from 6:30pm-7:30pm. The next term begins September 
26th

Choose from the following:

For more information on FBU, including the next term, 
visit our website at fbcdecatur.com/fBu
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Wednesday Dinner Menu
September 2017

September 6th
Poppy Seed Chicken and White Rice

September 13th
Meat Loaf with Mashed Potatoes

September 20th
Roasted Pork Loin w/ Pineapple Salsa and Macaroni and Cheese

September 27th
Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce and Three-Chesee Tortellini

For more menu details, visit our website: fbcdecatur.com

GENERAL CONTACT

main office: 404-373-1653
first School: 404-370-7688
activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

regular office hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm 

office holiday:
Monday, September 7th
Closed for Labor Day

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call the 
number below.

Pastor on call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651

deacon on call:
August 28-September 3 

– Dottie Aiken
September 4-10 

– Cecil Cannon
September 11-17 

– Fred Cavalli
September 18-24 

– Darren Draper 

CONNECT WITh US


