


DEVOTIONAL
THOUGHTS

TRUE GROWTH, 
FAKE BLOOMS
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If you have visited my office, or 
we’ve spoken at length about my 
interests, you may have noticed my 
affinity for plants and for indoor 
gardening. The window sills in my 
space are full of cacti, succulents, 
African violets, and a few other 
varieties. I first took an interest 
in seminary while as a full-time 
student, I worked at a law firm and 
interned at a church, and found 
myself constantly busy, running 
from one responsibility to the next. 
I fell in love with gardening in part 
because it was a reminder that, while 
life at that time moved at a break-
neck pace, true organic growth took 
time. Gardening was a beautiful 
form of self-care for me because it 
forced me to change my pace. 

In February I ordered some 
prickly pear cactus cuttings and 
potted them. And in the time that 
it has taken them to take root, I 
have finished my final semester of 
seminary, graduated, resigned as a 
paralegal, been hired as the youth 
pastor at FBCD, met so many new 
faces, and begun an entire new 
chapter of my life. Circumstances 

can change quickly, but true, 
organic growth takes time. In fact, 
cactus roots spread quickest and 
strongest when they are dry and 
thirsty and stretch out in search 
of water. I like this about cacti 
because it is a reminder that when 
we dig deepest in search of life and 
goodness around us, these are the 
times we grow the most, and become 
the most steadfastly rooted in our 
communities.

A couple weeks ago, I was 
shopping at Walmart, picking up 
some groceries when I came across 
the cutest little blooming cactus. 
It gave me such joy that I had to 
have it, so I added it to my cart and 
brought it home with me, carefully 
transporting the fragile pink flower 
in my car’s cup holder. I sat it in a 
sunny patch on my coffee table and 
was delighted when the bloom had 
not even withered three weeks or so 
later. 

Then one day my big and goofy 
hound Karl bounded by the coffee 
table, his wagging tail knocking 
my little cactus off the table and 
onto the floor, landing flat on its 

Kelsey Lewis
Pastor for Youth and Families
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bloom. As I brushed the loose dirt 
from the flower, I marveled at how 
strangely unfazed it was. It should’ve 
been crushed, but it seemed to 
unnaturally spring back into shape. 
Inspecting it closer, I realized: the 
flower was fake. Someone had 
hot-glued a straw flower to this 
poor little live cactus and I felt like 
a dummy that it took be so long 
to notice. In the dull light of the 
Walmart Gardening Center, I was 
deceived. 

I spent the rest of the day a 
little miffed at Walmart. Cacti are 
beautiful and so are their blooms. 
Why did they have to manufacture 
this sort of cheap, fake beauty in 
lieu of the real thing? The answer, of 
course, is that real, organic growth 
takes time. Cacti only bloom in 
season and Walmart would not wait 
for it. Furthermore, plants are not 
assembly line products, uniform in 
their shape, size and color. Cacti 
are quirky. Their flowers pop up 
asymmetrically, always leaning 
toward the light. It was so depressing 
to me that Walmart had traded 
the organic, quirky beauty of a real 
cactus bloom for a manufactured, 
fake uniformity.

This is not an essay against 
Walmart or fake flowers. But it’s 
about how often we get impatient 
as we wait for life to unfold its 
blooms to us and instead slap hot 
glue and happy endings to cover 
over its imperfections. People stuff 
their anger or pain away. Businesses 
issue statements at press conferences. 
Politicians make empty promises.  

   A smiling, group selfie on social 
media may fool the world into 
thinking a relationship is healthy, 
but sooner or later the hot glue will 
start to show as the plant beneath 
it withers. Charity in lieu of true 
reconciliation may momentarily 
help to end various inequality, but 
without addressing the root of 
systemic injustices, a straw flower 
will only distract from an unhealthy 
plant for so long. 

Healthy plants flower in their 
season. Rather than slapping a 
straw flower on your cactus, take 
the time to cultivate strong roots. 
Dig deep in dry times and break up 
the rocky soil beneath you and you 
will see your blooms in earnest. The 
real thing will be worth the work 
and worth the wait, I promise. 

D.E.A.M. (Decatur-area Emergency Assistance Ministry) is a ministry
supported primarily by 22 area churches that seek to meet the emergency needs of 
the less fortunate in the community.

During the month of September, FBCD is collecting the following items to 
distribute to D.E.A.M. You may place these items in the bins located throughout 
the church.

• Soup (especially Chunky Chicken & Chicken Noodle)
• Canned Lima Beans
• 1lb. packages of Dried Beans
• 12oz. cans of Evaporated Milk
• Canned Greens (especially Collards and Spinach)
• Canned Yams
• Small boxes of Cornbread Muffin Mix
• Bar Soap, Toothpaste, and Deodorant
• Toilet Tissue

Thank you for your help in giving toward this ministry!
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FROM THE
SENIOR PASTOR

THE POWER 
OF BEING CHURCH
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Dear Friends and Family of First 
Baptist Decatur:

First of all, I am honored to be 
your pastor. As God is weaving our 
lives together, I stand in awe and 
my heart overflows with gratitude.

Much of my gratitude has to 
do with you, with your fascinating 
lives, and with your passion for 
God’s work in our world. Not only 
are we fortunate to be together in 
this time and place, but we also 
share an amazing history through 
the legacy of this fine congregation. 
We stand on the shoulders of 
giants. And we live in a time of 
great need. Just as God inspired 
those before us to do big things, 
God calls us now to accomplish 
great things. So I am also grateful 
for this grand time of challenge to 
be God’s people anew.

Over the next two months, we 
will be hearing from a few of our 
members. They will be offering 
stories of why and how this church 
family has made a difference in 
their lives. Whether by growing 

faith, feeling support in times of 
difficulty, or participating in an 
event that changed them, they want 
to tell you about God’s presence 
in their lives. And they want you 
to understand fully the power we 
share in being church at First Baptist 
Decatur.

Therefore, when we place an 
offering in the offering plate on 
Sunday morning or make a gift 
on-line, we are doing something 
profound. We share in the power 
of being a church during a time 
of tremendous need. God calls us 
to be extraordinary, to minister to 
a hurting, confused, and divided 
world desperate to hear a word of 
hope and to feel a sense of peace, 
love and joy.

Such is the power of being church 
in today’s world. Your financial 
gifts add to this sacred calling. 
Your contribution will make all the 
difference over the coming year. For 
now, we celebrate God’s grace that 
has called us together. Over the next 
eight weeks, listen carefully to the 
stories of how God’s presence in this 

Let the favor of the 
Lord our God be upon 

us,
and prosper for us the 
work of our hands –
O prosper the work of 

our hands!

— Psalm 90:17, NRSV

Dr. David Jordan

place has transformed lives. Give 
thanks for the amazing grace of God 
in our lives, and give generously to 
the power of being church at First 
Baptist Decatur. With the psalmist 
then, let us pray:

Let the favor of the Lord our God be 
upon us,

and prosper for us the work of our 
hands!

With love and great expectations,

– David
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I WONDER //A CHANCE TO 
RE-ENGAGE WITH STORIES 
OF OUR FAITH

WE NEED YOUR HELP // 
OUR MINISTRY IS GROWING!

Last year, Pastor Kristen introduced a new 
curriculum to our church called Godly Play. This 
Montessori-based curriculum uses simple figures 
and props to help teach the stories of our faith to 
our children. The way the stories are told and the 
way our children engage with the stories helps them 
learn about our faith in different ways than they 
do in Sunday School. Following the hearing of the 
story, children answer “wondering” questions about 
the story. “I wonder which part is about you?” or “I 
wonder which part is most important?”
We are hoping to use this curriculum for Sunday 

mornings in our worship care time with 3-5 year 
old children. In order for this to happen, we need 
to have 6 folks who would be willing to become 
certified Godly Play teachers. If you are interested in learning more about how to become a certified Godly 
Play teacher, or what Godly Play is about, please contact Pastor Kristen. You are also invited to join us on any 
Wednesday night to see Godly Play in action. Come and wonder with us! 

We kicked off a new programming year at the 
beginning of August and have had a great turnout 
each week in the children’s ministry! Each week, our 
numbers are continuing to grow and attendance is 
becoming more consistent. This is a wonderful thing 
to celebrate!
However, we are still looking for several people that 

would be willing to join our worship care rotation to 
provide care for our kids during the worship services. 
Did you know it takes 8 people a week to provide 

care for our children in worship? That’s 32 people 
a month- which is no small number. We currently 
have 37 unfilled spots for the months of 
September and October. 
If you would be willing to take one or two slots, it 

would help our schedule and our children’s ministry tremendously. Email Pastor Kristen for the list of 
available dates. 



We are again hosting a movie on the lawn this fall! Join us on Friday, October 5th for a night of fun, 
fellowship, food, and film! More details will be available in coming weeks, but mark your calendars now 
for this church and community favorite event!
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NEW! HEALTH AND
WELLNESS PROGRAM
AT FBCD

Our bodies are a temple of the Holy Spirit. Caring for this gift 
that God has given us is an important aspect of loving ourselves 
and giving ourselves physical strength so we can love God and 
our neighbors.

To that end, we have some exercise opportunities you might be 
interested in! 

These include exercises such as:

• Restorative Yoga (Mondays at 3:30pm, starting Sept. 10)
• Tai Chi
• Walking (Mondays/Fridays at 12:00pm)
• Zumba 

If you are interested in facilitating or participating in any of 
the above exercises (or introducing a new one), please contact 
Dilshad Premji at dpremji@fbcdecatur.com.
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LIFE AT
FBC DECATUR

YAH AT THE
CDC

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
MEMBERS!

FBCD ORIENTATION

Picture Book
Du Iz Tak? by Carson Ellis. Donated 
by Jay and Kelly Durham in memory 
of Rusty Mayer.

Juvenile Fiction
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine 
L’Engle. 50th Anniversary Edition 
of this classic. Donated by Susan 
Bennett.

Adult Fiction
Magpie Murders by Anthony 
Horowitz. A very twisty mystery.  
Donated by Ron and Beth Withers.

Adult Nonfiction
Seeking Eden - A Collection of 
Georgia’s Historic Gardens by Staci L. 
Carton and Mary Ann Eaddy. Mary 
Ann is a member of our church and 
will be speaking at the Decatur Book 
Festival.

BETH'S BOOKS

Check out these new books in the 
church's library!

In August, the Young at Heart group 
went on a tour of the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). They had a great turnout! 
Our very own Todd Smith can be 
seen here dressed in a hazmat suit.

Thanks to all who came out!

We recently had two new members officially join our congregation at 
FBCD. Help us welcome Joyce Moore and Allison Galassie to the family!

Are you interested in learning more about FBCD or becoming a member? 
Join us on Sunday, September 9th at 10:00am in the Sanctuary for a 
glimpse inside of life at FBCD. No registration is necessary. Coffee will be 
provided.

JOYCE MOORE ALLISON GALASSIE
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WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS

AT FBCD

SEPTEMBER 5, 2018 – Our Wednesday night 
programming continues on September 5th at 6:30pm. 
The “Wednesday Night Collective” is a community 
gathering of varied interests and passions which all, in 
their own respects, reflect the creativity and beauty of 
God.

Here is a list of upcoming opportunities within the 
Wednesday Night Collective:

• Living with Faith, Part 2 (David Jordan)
• Financial Peace University (led by the Matt 
Visser; begins September 12th)
• FBCD Kids (Kristen Koger)
• FBCD Youth (Kelsey Lewis)
• Sanctuary Choir (Kathryn Hartgrove)
• Yoga (Jotholyn Mason)

More information about these offerings can be found 
on our website at fbcdecatur.com/wednesday

Here is a glimpse at the sermon schedule for the 
month of September. Dr. David Jordan will be sharing 
these messages at 8:45am and 11:15am on Sundays, 
unless otherwise noted.

September 2, 2018
Labor Day Blues
Matt. 20:1-16

September 9, 2018
How to Inherit Eternal Life, Pt. 1
Luke 10:25-37

September 16, 2018
How to Inherit Eternal Life, Pt. 2
Luke 10:25-37

September 23, 2018
How to Inherit Eternal Life, Pt. 3
Luke 10:38-42

September 30, 2018
Inbetween Yes and No
James 5:7-12
Kelsey Lewis preaching

Miss a sermon? No worries! You can listen online by 
visiting fbcdecatur.com/sermons-online

Financial Peace University
Beginning September 12th
Learn more at fbcdecatur.com
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announcements
the latest news, events, and updates from the FBCD community

AJC Decatur Book Festival
The Decatur Book Festival is back, September 
1-2nd. It's weekend filled with books, speaking 
engagements with authors, and more. Learn details at 
decaturbookfestival.com

Church Offices Closed
The church offices will be closed Monday, September 
3rd in observance of Labor Day. Normal office hours 
will resume Tuesday, September 4th.

Young at Heart in Canada
Some from the YAH group will be traveling to Canada 
September 8th-20th. Keep them in your prayers as 
they travel!

Ovations Concert
On Sunday, September 9th, you are invited to a FREE 
concert in the sanctuary featuring mezzo-soprano, 
Gretchen Windt! Concert begins at 3:00pm.

Women on Mission
The Women on Mission meets for their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, September 11th beginning at 
10:30am in S-216.

Young Professionals Community Group
The YoPro Community Group will be meeting on 
September 13th and 27th from 7:30-9:00pm. The 
group is for those who are in their professionals studies 
or the earlier parts of their career journeys. If you know 
anybody interested, have them contact Matt Snyder at 
msnyder@fbcdecatur.com

Homebound Communion
Sunday, Sept. 16th // Want to participate in 
a meaningful worship service? Sign-up to take 
communion to our homebound members! You’ll travel 
with a partner to visit a member of FBCD at home 
and administer communion. If you’re interested, contact 
Ann Murphy at bannmurphy1@comcast.net

First School Tour
Any parents interested in First School are invited to 
an informational tour on Tuesday, September 18th at 
8:00am. No registration is necessary!

M.A.P. Presentation
It's the time of year again! There will be a special 
presentation of the 2019 Ministry Action Plan 
(M.A.P.) on Wednesday, September 26th at 6:30pm 
as well as Sunday, September 30th at 10:00am. Please 
make an effort to attend one of these presentations!

Save these dates on your calendar for the month of 
October!

• Movie on the Lawn - Oct. 5th
• Fall Festival - Oct. 24th
• YAH Apple Trip - Oct. 25th
• Dinner and a Show - Oct. 27th

For more a continuously updated list of 
announcements, visit fbcdecatur.com/announcer

Ovations Concert – September 9th
Featuring Gretchen Windt, mezzo-soprano

Dinner and a Show – October 27th
Mark your calendars for this Rogers and Hammerstein 
spectacular! 

Christmas on Clairemont – December 16th
Back for the third year, this musical special never 
disappoints!

SAVE THE DATES:

FALL 
MUSIC 
EVENTS
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

GIVE ONLINE

Want to give your 
financial gift online? Scan 
the QR code or visit 
fbcdecatur.com/giving

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call one 
of the numbers below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon on Call: 
August 27 - Sept. 2

– Cecil Cannon
Sept. 3 - 9 

– David Clark-Stuart 
Sept. 10 - 16 

– Darren Draper
Sept. 17 - 23  

– Damon Corn
Sept. 24 - 30

– Joyce Garrett

SEPT. 2018 - Join us for dinner on Wednesday nights 
from 5:30-6:15pm. Meals are $7 per person.

Wednesday, September 5th
Poppy Seed Chicken, White Rice, Normandy 
Vegetables, Salad Bar, Yeast Roll, and Apple Pie

Wednesday, September 12th
Country Fried Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Salad Bar, Yeast Rolls, and Lemon Cake

Wednesday, September 19th
Roasted Pork Loin w/ Pineapple Salsa, Potatoes Au 
Gratin, Mixed Greens, Salad Bar, Yeast Roll, and 
Butter Pecan Cake

Wednesday, September 26th
Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce, Vegetable Lasagna, Salad 
Bar, and Peach Cobbler

FBCD Meals Together


