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SCOTT BOULEVARD BAPTIST & 
FIRST BAPTIST DECATUR TO MERGE

From David Jordan:
I have been honored to be a colleague of 

Rev. Dr. Greg Smith and Rev. Sara Robb-
Scott. Greg is the Senior Pastor and Sara 
is the Associate Pastor of Scott Boulevard 
Baptist Church. For the last five years, we 
have had the good fortune of sharing space 
with them here at First Baptist. In recent 
months, that relationship has deepened 
and broadened. We have been increasingly 
blessed with them as neighbors committed 
to the community, fellow CBFers 
committed to missions, and Christian 
brothers and sisters trying to follow Jesus. 

Further, over the last seven months, Greg 
and Sara and I have had increasingly serious 
and highly positive conversations about the 
future of our deepening partnership. Those 
valuable, honest conversations have now led 
to what Greg will share.

From Greg Smith:
The congregation of Scott Boulevard 

Baptist Church has been blessed by the 
hospitality and partnership of First Baptist 
Church since we moved here in 2014. You 
have welcomed and supported our ministry 
in many ways. Now we believe God is 
leading us to serve in ministry together.

Earlier this year our two churches began 
collaboration in Senior Adult Ministry. 

In May, June, and July I personally met 
or phoned every active participant in 
SBBC, listening to each person’s sorrows, 
fears, hopes, and dreams for our church. 
David Jordan joined in several small group 
meetings with about half of our active 
members. Believing that discernment is a 
process of listening to our hearts as well as 
to the Spirit of God, we have listened to 
one another and to God’s Spirit guiding our 
congregations to a new future together.

In our July Church Conference, the 
SBBC congregation 
invited FBCD to 
form a Joint Merger 
Committee to begin 
the task of combining 
our churches. Each church provided four 
laypersons to the committee, with the two 
pastors acting as Co-Chairs. The SBBC 
committee members are: Crawford Jenkins, 
Bob Peterman, Norma Rushing, and Angie 
Stuckey. The FBCD members are: Gwen 
Cottrell, Ronnie Jowers, Jim Manley, and 
Jenny McCurdy.

Our first meeting was about getting to 
know one another. We heard both grief 
and anticipation from Scott Boulevard 
committee members, and openness, 
welcome, and anticipation from First 

Baptist committee members. We committed 
to listen to God’s Spirit as we continue this 
critical work together.  

As God continues to lead us forward we 
will have a number of issues to deal with, 
including legal and financial concerns, 
membership and ministry integration, and 
SBBC ministry legacy. God is leading us 
to dream of what our ministry together 
can become. I believe we have a great 
opportunity for creating ministry with and 
for older adults that can make a difference 

in the Decatur 
community and even 
in other churches.  

Just as God 
worked through 

SBBC to “do a new thing” (Isaiah 43:19) 
when we moved to First Baptist, God is now 
calling us to grow our ministries through 
combining our congregations.  We will 
continue to seek discernment of God’s Spirit 
to guide us as we move toward merging 
Scott Boulevard Baptist Church with First 
Baptist Church of Decatur.

DAVID JORDAN & GREG SMITH

“Now we believe God is leading us to 
serve in ministry together..."
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DO NOT BE INTIMIDATED

David Jordan
Senior Pastor

"Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 
intimidated, but in your hearts, 

sanctify Christ as Lord."
– 1 Peter 3:14-15

In 1634, Anne Hutchinson left England 
for the Massachusetts Bay Colony after 
the birth of her fourteenth child. She and 
her family settled in the growing city of 
Boston. A midwife who gradually gained 
a reputation for profound biblical literacy 
and great religious insight, she hosted 
large numbers of women who became 
increasingly swayed by her perspectives. 
Men, too, liked what she said and her 
reputation spread.  

Like her father, a pastor in England, 
she was increasingly concerned about ill-
prepared preachers whose sermons reflected 
not the Bible or the teachings of Jesus but 
their own personal prejudices and biased 
perspectives. But, by confronting some, she 
got herself into trouble.

 Anne Hutchinson is one example 
of the many who stood up for their beliefs, 
regardless of the consequences. Such courage 
is what our faith – and the early history of 
our country was founded on. 

Sanctifying Christ as Lord: Her Stand 
for Religious Freedom

Anne Hutchinson was America’s 
first feminist and female minister. She 
stood against the Puritan leaders of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony as an early 
advocate for religious freedom. Freedom of 
thought, speech, and worship are gifts we 
enjoy thanks to her and many others who 
courageously stood up to the intimidating 
majority of pious religious and political 
authorities. In her case, these male leaders 
were convinced of their righteousness and 
her foolishness. At her trial in 1637, her 
prosecutors were well-spoken preachers 
and political leaders who ridiculed her, 
laughed at her, and belittled her ideas of 
grace, religious freedom, and God’s desire 
to speak to all people. They scoffed that a 
woman could even teach, or preach, or lead 

in worship. 
Using only the Bible to defend herself, 

she stood before these men, forty-nine in all, 
and did not fear. She was not intimidated.  
And she continued to sanctify Christ as 
Lord.  

Imagine what it would have been like in 
that courtroom – the taunting, belittling, 
patronizing treatment. This October, in your 
heart, reclaim “Christ as Lord.” Be strong in 
your convictions, stand for what you believe 
in, and in doing so, offer others an example 
to do the same. You will find that you are 
not alone.QUOTES TO PONDER

 
“Success is not final, failure is not 

fatal: it is the courage to continue that 
counts."

– Winston Churchill
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AGING MINISTRY INTERN
FROM SARA ROBB-SCOTT
During this semester, FBCD and SBBC are sharing an aging ministries intern. Jessica 

Brown is in her final year at McAfee School of Theology where she is pursuing a Master of 
Divinity with a concentration in pastoral care. She is from Durham, North Carolina, and 
currently works at a law firm in Buckhead. She loves people and is particularly looking forward 
to ministry with isolated elders. Jessica is vivacious and kind. 

Jessica’s joint internship with FBCD and SBBC is made possible by a grant from CBF of 
GA in support of innovative ministries, particularly those that rely on partnerships. Jessica 
will work with both churches, assisting in pastoral care and visitation, and helping to plan a 
caregiver workshop for early 2020. 

Jessica will attend Wednesday nights with FBCD and Sunday morning worship with 
SBBC. These structured times will allow her to build relationships within both congregations. 
She will do her pastoral care on the weekends. 

This is an exciting innovative ministry internship and I know we will all be blessed by 
Jessica’s presence among us as we continue getting to know her; and I pray that Jessica’s ministry 
future will be brightened by her time with us.

For the past few weeks, the youth group 
has been working through a study called 
"How to Read the Bible," a series of videos 
by The Bible Project. These videos are 
beautifully and thoughtfully animated, as 
well as theologically rich. I encourage you 
to check them out. They're also totally free 
online at www.thebibleproject.com!

So far in our "How to Read the Bible" 
series, we've discussed overall message of 
scripture, the various literary genres of 
scripture (e.g. narrative, poetry, letters), as 
well as the historical context of the bible and 
how it was read and interpreted as Jewish 
Meditation literature. We talked about 
how ancient Jewish readers would not just 
have read the scriptures like a novel, closed 
the book and gone about their day, but 
would instead meditate upon the scriptures, 
discuss, and even argue back and forth 
amongst one another about their meaning. 

Truly the scriptures would have been written 
on their hearts and lingering in the backs of 
their minds as they went about their daily 
lives. 

Most recently we have been discussing 
different facets specific to Biblical Narrative 
and the biblical stories that are impactful on 
our lives as they depict imperfect characters 

interacting with God and the world around 
them. As an example, we read a few verses 
from Judges 6:36-40, in which Gideon is 
given a sign by God to go to war with the 
Midianites. He asks God to wet a piece of 
fleece for him if it is truly God's will for 
them to go to war. God does it. 

 (continued next page)              

MINISTRY UPDATES

YOUTH MINISTRY & HOW TO READ THE BIBLE
FROM KELSEY LEWIS
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(continued from previous page) Taken out of context, it seems like a quick story about God showing up and revealing God's will to 
Gideon. But if you read the *whole* story of Gideon, you'll see that Gideon asks for signs from God time after time after time. He's 
obedient in secret and follows God's direction with hesitance every time. So the bigger picture isn't about God's voice being difficult to 
discern--it's actually about Gideon's reluctance and his struggle to trust God. Sometimes reading a short portion of the narrative will cause 
the reader to miss the larger point of the story. 

Together the youth are learning the importance of reading scripture together in context. Sometimes context means putting yourself in 
the shoes of ancient writers and readers and looking through the lens of a different culture. Sometimes context means reading the whole 
story, or even the whole book of the Bible to see the bigger picture surrounding a few verses. 

Context is key. 
It's key for being wise interpreters of the Word, but it's also key for relating to one another in our church and in our community. We all 

have the tendency to see through the lens of our own cultural and experiential context--that's part of being human. We can't possibly know 
all of the experiences of every one of our neighbors in a multi-cultural city like Decatur, but we can do our best to listen and put ourselves 
in their shoes as we interact and relate with them. In that way, we can grow to become better Bible readers and kinder neighbors.
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RELIGION 101

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR.

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR.

Beginning October 2, 2019, Dr. Paul 
Wallace is offering a new class on Wednesday 
nights in which he takes a deep-dive into other 
faith traditions.

Matt Snyder, our communications director, 
wanted to get down to the "why" behind this 
course and asked Paul a few questions. More 
details about the course can be found on the 
next page.

---
You’re not covering Christianity in the 

course (initially at least). What religions 
are being covered during this fall section? 
Is there a particular reason you’re starting 
with these?

This fall we’re covering Islam and 
Judaism because these are the ones most 
closely connected to our own. They are 
closer to home and less strange-seeming 
because their logical and theological 
jumping-off places are closer to ours. 
Another way to say this is that we don’t have 
to dig as deeply to discover common roots 
with Islam and Judaism as we do with the 
Eastern ones. 

I had wanted to do Judaism first for 
historical consistency but October is full of 
Jewish high holy days and I couldn’t find a 
rabbi anywhere who could do anything at 
all in that month.

We’re a historic Baptist church located 
in Decatur, Georgia. Why is it important 
for our community to participate in this 

class?
Two reasons: (1) Love is cosmic but all 

expressions of it are particular and concrete. 
I have no interest in talking about some 
floaty universal love if we can’t express it in 
our daily comings and goings. We are to 
love our neighbor; this is plain. But that 
love cannot be expressed without seeing our 
neighbor. This class is about putting our 
neighbors front and center. It is about seeing 
them as they are, and not as we would have 
them be.

(2) It is about knowing our own faith 
better, which happens by learning about the 
faiths of others. It’s like going abroad for 

an extended time, then coming home. You 
see things you never saw before, things that 
were all around you your whole life. Some 
of these are beautiful and some of them are 
ugly, but the result is ALWAYS knowing 
your own place in the world better than you 
did before.

Let’s say I’ve been a Christian for the 
last 40+ years of my life. How can this help 
me on my own faith journey? What if I’ve 
only been a Christian for 6-months, how 
might this be helpful?

For the first question, see (2) above: You 
may need to leave your own house for a 

RELIGION 101: BECAUSE YOU CAN'T LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR UNLESS YOU KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR
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For the second, I would say that you 

need to know what kind of a thing you’ve 
gotten into. Your commitment to Jesus is 
a specific one. Jesus walks a particular path 
which is distinct and you have committed to 
a peculiar way.

You’ve put a lot of time into designing 
this course at FBCD. What made you 
decide this class was needed and why now?

I hate to reach for a cliché, but the world 
is shrinking fast. That fact, coupled with the 
pervasive polarization and "othering" that 
seems to be springing up in our nation, in 
our state, in our city, in our churches, and 
even within our families, makes the moment 
ripe for bridge-building. So that’s what I’m 
doing.

---

Want to attend Religion 101?
Here's the schedule starting Oct. 2 at 
6:30pm in Carreker Hall:

• 10/2: Introduction to a World of 
(Dis)belief
• 10/9: Introduction to Islam
• 10/16: A Personal Encounter with Dr. 
Roshan Iqbal
• 11/6: Introduction to Judaism
• 11/13: A Personal Encounter with 
Rabbi Loren Lapidus
• 11/20: Fall Semester Wrap and a Look 
Forward
Note: there is no cost to attend and 
childcare will be provided.

WORLD
COMMUNION
SUNDAY
ONE  HEART .  ONE  VOICE .

ONE  WORSHIP .

SUN. OCTOBER 6, 2019

10:30AM, SANCTUARY

conversations
with Paul Wallace

Monday, Oct. 21, 2019
7:00pm

First Baptist Church of Decatur
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

In partnership with
Georgia Center for

the Book 

FREE
TO PUBLIC

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 6, 2019

World Communion Sunday is observed by Christians around the world, across 
denominations. Join us for a combined service at 10:30am with Scott Boulevard Baptist 
Church on October 6 as we come together as one family to celebrate what God is doing in 
our midst.

You're also invited to stick around afterward because we're having a FREE lunch on the 
lawn with live music, once again, from CubanaSong!

Are you planning to attend? RSVP to the service on Facebook and invite your friends 
using the share feature. It helps us get the word out!

Simply visit: facebook.com/decaturchurch/events
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F��L

F��T��A	

WE HAVE IT ALL!

INFLATABLES
GAMES
PRIZES
FOOD
AND MORE!

WED., OCTOBER 23, 2019 | 4-7PM

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING?
 

CONTACT PASTOR KRISTEN KOGER OR
VISIT FBCDECATUR.COM/KIDS

6
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Picture Book
• Lots More Animals Should Definitely 

Not Wear Clothing by Judi Barrett.  
Donated by the Triple-L Class in 
memory of Cheryl Mann, daughter 
of Lillian Mann.

Juvenile Fiction  
• Merci Suarez Changes Gears by Meg 

Medina. Donated by the Library 
Team in memory of A. J. Moncrief, 
H. B. Carreker, Lucy Thomas, 
Carrie Allen, and Frank Graham.

Adult Fiction
• Sunset Beach by Mary Kay Andrews.  

Everyone enjoys a good beach read 
no matter the time of year.

Adult Non-Fiction 
• Love Your Enemies by Arthur C. 

Brooks.  How we can disagree 
without being disagreeable.

These are merely a fraction of all the 
books we have at the Allen Memorial 
Library. Be sure to swing by and visit!

Need a library card? You do not have to 
be a FBCD member to check out materials 
from the library. Getting a card is as easy as 
providing a few contact details. Be sure to 
swing by the library on Sunday and sign-up!

I never cease to be amazed at the talent God has blessed us with here at FBCD. I feel 
that the library is especially gifted to have such exceptional abilities with our committee 
members.

You know, they say teachers can do anything – and that seems to be the case. On the 
library committee we have five teachers: Mary Sue Reding, Bob Focht, Barbara Willis, 
Susan Bennett, and Beth Withers. All worked in the public schools in teaching, except 
Beth, who was a school librarian. 

Ron Withers is our computer genius! His background from working at AT&T gets us 
out of our computer glitches. Nancy Ward also has much computer hands-on-experience 
from her job as a hospital dietitian. And Paula Echols works in the Dean's office at 
Georgia State University and dedicates her time on Sunday mornings to the library so 
folks here on Sunday have access to the library.

What a gift all of these people are to our congregation!
I have spent my life as an Operating Room nurse. What does that have to do with the 

library you ask? Absolutely nothing! But you know what? I love books as well as meeting 
and greeting our library guests that come in to partake what we have to offer. 

We have such a vast and beautiful facility here in the Allen Memorial Library and our 
committee would ALL love to see you come visit this month!

– Marie Shepley

A WORD
FROM YOUR
LIBRARIAN

NEW BOOKS AT 
THE LIBRARY

V I V A  I T A L I A
D I N N E R  A N D  A  S H O W

I T A L I A N  O P E R A  |  G R E A T  F O O D
U N F O R G E T T A B L E  F U N

OCTOBER 5,  2019 |  6:00 PM |  CARREKER HALL

OTHER FBCD NEWS
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES /EVENTS

Dinner and a Show: Viva Italia
Sat., Oct. 5, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall
You’re invited to a fun-filled evening of 
specialty food, opera, Italian songs, and 
unforgettable fun. Tickets are $15 per 
person or $35 for families of four (with 
children 12 and under). Reserve your 
seat by calling 404-373-1653.

2020 MAP Presentation
Sun. Oct. 6, 9:15am, Carreker Hall
Come learn about how FBCD intends 
to be intentional stewards of the church 
finances in 2020. The congregational 
vote for the budget will be on Oct. 20.

World Communion Sunday
Combined Worship
Sun., Oct. 6, 10:30am
FBCD and Scott Boulevard Baptist 
come together to celebrate World 
Communion Sunday in this joint 
service! Stick around for a FREE lunch 
on the lawn after featuring live music 
from CubanaSong.

Women on Mission
Tues., Oct. 8, 10:30am in S-216
The Women on Mission will have their 
monthly meeting on Oct. 8. All are 
welcome to attend!

FBCD Women's Retreat
Oct. 11-13, 2019
35 women from FBCD will be 
attending a retreat in the north Georgia 
mountains. Registration is already 
closed.

Junior/Senior Retreat
Oct. 11-13, 2019
FBCD high school juniors and seniors 
will be attending a special retreat in the 
north Georgia mountains. 

First School Tour
Tues. Oct. 15, 8:00am
Interested in taking an informational 
tour of First School? Join us on Oct. 15 
at 8:00am. No registration required.

YAH Apple Trip
Thurs. Oct. 17, 2019
Young at Heart is traveling to Mercier's 
Orchard. Details pending.

2020 MAP Budget Vote
Sun. Oct. 20, following both services
Immediately following both worship 
services this Sunday, there will be a 
special called meeting to vote on the 
2020 MAP budget proposal. FBCD 
members are encouraged to attend one 
of these brief sessions!

Deacon's Meeting
Tues. Oct. 22, 7:00pm in S-304
The deacons will have their monthly 
meeting at 7:00pm.

Fall Festival
Wed. Oct. 23, 4:00-7:00pm
All Wednesday activities (except 
choir) will meet on the front lawn this 
evening to participate in the annual 
FBCD Fall Festival. We're partnered 
with the Decatur Farmer's Market 
this year. But we need volunteers from 
FBCD! Contact Kristen Koger or visit 
fbcdecatur.com/kids to sign up.

Have something you would like 
included in the monthly newsletter?
The deadline is the 15th of each month 
prior to publication. Please have all 
materials submitted to Matt Snyder 
at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com by the 
deadline. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted. Thanks!

Receive WEEKLY Newsletters!
Did you know you could receive a 
newsletter update every week from First 
Baptist Decatur? These communications 
are sent via email each Tuesday. Simply 
go to fbcdecatur.com/subscribe to 
sign-up!

LOOKING AHEAD:
• Gratitude Sunday  
 – Nov. 17
• Hanging of the Green 
 Worship Service  
 – Dec. 1
• Christmas on Clairemont  
 – Dec. 15
• Blue Christmas Service  
 – Dec. 18
• Candlelight Christmas 
 Eve Service   
 – Dec. 24

7
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

PASTOR ON CALL

Weekdays: 404-373-1653 
Weekends: 470-202-8622

BUDGET OFFERINGS

Through September 22, 2019

Offerings Received MTD  ......................... $67,126
Offerings YTD  ....................................... $699,249
Budget YTD  .......................................... $762,108
Budget YTD Ahead/(Behind)  ..............  ($62,858) 

Special Missions Offering  ..........................$14,669
Benevolence Offerings  .............................. $13,362

**Consider making a reoccurring gift by signing up at fbcdecatur.com/giving
or by calling 404-373-1653.

No gift is too small!

GIVING
AT FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF DECATUR

GIVE ONLINE
If you call FBCD your faith community, 
we ask that you pray about giving 
financially to support, strengthen, and 
grow our ministries. You can give online 
by visiting: fbcdecatur.com/giving
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