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I WONDER 
A GODLY PLAY REFLECTION
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Wednesday nights this fall, our 
preschool children are again working 
their way through the Godly 
Play stories, and our grade school 
children are using the CBF Missions 
education curriculum. 

A few weeks ago, however, our 
missions leader was sick and so we 
kept all the kids together for Godly 
Play. Our story was about the Ark 
and the Tent. When God gave the 
people of God the "Ten Best Ways 
to Live" (the Ten Commandments) 
they wanted to keep the "Ten Best 
Ways" with them always. And so 
God told the people to build a box 
and to cover it with gold and to call 
it an Ark. 

But you can't just walk up to 
something as precious as the "Ten 
Best Ways" and the Ark. You must 
get ready. 

Then God told the people what 
they needed to do to get ready. They 
needed to place an altar of incense, 
a table with twelve pieces of bread 
(for the twelve tribes of Israel), and 
a seven-branched lampstand called a 
Menorah in front of the Ark. When 
you passed by each of these items, 

We don't do that at our church. 
We just walk in and get coffee and 
a granola bar and sit down. But 
the People of God knew that they 
needed to take time to get ready to 
come close to God. I think we need 
to do that better."

From the mouths of children, 
y'all. 

What ways do you get ready to 
come close to God? When you come 
to worship, how do you prepare your 
heart and your mind for worship? At 
home, how do you talk to God? 

I hope that you spend some time 
thinking about these things this 
week, and that the next time you 
come to church, you find a way to 
"get ready" to come close to God. 

it helped you get 
ready. But that 
wasn't enough.

The people put 
walls around the 
ark and the table 
and the altar and 
the Menorah, 
and then put four 
different coverings 
over the walls to 
make a roof. And 
they put the Ark behind a wall 
and called that space the "Holy of 
Holies." But that still wasn't enough. 

Outside of the tent they put an 
altar for burnt sacrifices and a basin 
for the priests to wash in. Now only 
the priests are allowed to go into the 
Holy of Holies.

And finally, it was enough. And 
they were ready.

Once the story was finished, 
I asked the question, "I wonder 
which part of the story is the most 
important?" By now, the kids know 
that all of the story is important. 
But K raised her hand and said, 
"All of it." I asked "Why is all of it 
important?" 

She said, "Well, I just like how 
much time they took to get ready. 

Kristen Koger
Pastor for Children and Families
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FROM CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY THIS FALLhighlights

We had a great couple of months with the children’s ministry! Here are some photo highlights of what 
we did together in October!

Learning in Sunday School
Worshipping with our 

church family

Isaiah Hall baby dedication Fall Festival

Movie on the Lawn
Family day at the Farmers 

Market

Cocoa with KK
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Dear Friends:

I’d like once again to add my voice to the many giving thanks for Bob Williamson and his long, caring 
and life-giving ministry to First Baptist. Twenty-eight years is a long time in anyone’s book. Even in the 
archeological record, twenty-eight years can represent a full generation, bridging the biological span from 
one generational era to the next. This is another way of saying that for almost three decades, Bob and 
Margie both have been instrumental in giving life and breath and hope and faith to First Baptist. This has 
been true in some very good years; it has especially been true in and through some very difficult years. 

We are the glad beneficiaries of Bob’s calm wisdom, careful guidance and caring demeanor. His pastoral 
care has given hope, infused faith and maintained connection to countless people. And for me personally, 
his  broad knowledge of the lives and history of so many has provided me and the other new ministers on 
our staff a better and deeper sense of place and perspective. Plus, I have just simply enjoyed being with 
him. I have loved his friendship, laughed at his 
humor, benefited from counsel, and learned 
from his faith, hope and love. 

So it is that Bob and Margie have brought 
together in a seamless harmony the old and 
the new, the past and the present, the young 
and the less young. And together, their 
combined wisdom and energy has been truly 
a blessing. It will be impossible to replace 
what the two of them have meant to our 
congregation and to our community over this 
last generation. The changes that continue all 
around us have created the consistent need 
to adapt, to see life and community through 
a different lens, to open ourselves to what God just might be doing in our midst and in our Decatur 
community. 

But the stability and constancy Bob and Margie have brought among us continues to allow the 
breathing space necessary to remain calm, ready and open to what God is calling us toward in the next 
chapter and for the next generation. 

Thanks Bob. Thanks Margie. Thanks to you both, for your gifts will keep on giving. And we will never 
be able to thank you enough. 

Gratefully, and with the best of wishes for your (and our!) future together, 

David

THANK YOU
TO BOB AND MARGIE!

David Jordan
Senior Pastor
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Recently, I was approached by a student concerned about the mental 
health of her peers and the pervasive issue of teen suicide. This student 
wants to foster conversation between teens and adults by creating a 
mentoring program. 

I am looking for adult volunteers who would be interested in 
mentoring teens through letter writing in an effort to promote mental 
health awareness, as well as intergenerational friendships. If you are 
interested in corresponding with a youth, please reach out to me at 
klewis@fbcdecatur.com

With enough interest, I'd like to start a conversation about mental 
health and how we can support young people in our community.

– Kelsey Lewis, Pastor for Youth and Families

GRATITUDE SUNDAY, NOV. 18
Every year at First Baptist Decatur, we set aside the 

Sunday prior to Thanksgiving to center our hearts and 
minds on our gratitude to God. Gratitude Sunday 
will occur on November 18th this year, and as is our 
tradition, we are called as a congregation to consider the 
many ways in which God has blessed us.

On Gratitude Sunday we will bring additional gifts to 
God above and beyond our regular offerings. God has 
been consistently faithful and extravagantly generous 
to us. Please pray about how you will respond with 
extravagant and risky generosity! 

YEAR-END GIVING
To be considered tax deductible for 2018, gifts not 

given in worship must be hand-delivered to the church 
office by Monday,  December 31, 2018 or postmarked 
December 31, 2018.

BECOME A MENTOR:

GIVING

AN OPPORTUNITY TO
INVEST IN THE LIVES OF THE 
YOUTH AT FBCD

AT FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF DECATUR

BUDGET OFFERINGS

Through October 28, 2018

Offerings Received MTD  ......................... $83,316
Offerings YTD  ....................................... $818,290
Budget YTD  .......................................... $880,683
Budget YTD Ahead/(Behind)  ..............  ($62,393) 

Special Missions Offering  ..........................$19,938
Benevolence Offerings  .............................. $10,819

GIVE ONLINE
If you call FBCD your faith community, 
we ask that you pray about giving 
financially to support, strengthen, and 
grow our ministries. You can give online 
by visiting: fbcdecatur.com/giving
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Did you know First Baptist Decatur has one of the 
largest private collections of books in the Southeast with 
over 14,000 items? And everyone who attends FBCD 
can check them all out for FREE!

Here is what's new in the library this month:

PICTURE BOOK
Llama Llama Loves to Read by Anna Dewdney. A very 

popular series.
Wolf in the Snow by Matthew Cordell. 2018 Caldecott 

Medal winner.

JUVENILE FICTION
Endling: The Last by Katherine Applegate. This 

Newbery winner's latest gripping story.
Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly. 2018 Newbery 

Medal winner.

ADULT FICTION
Origin by Dan Brown. Brown's The Da Vinci Code 

was a best seller and this is his newest. Donated by Paula 
Echols.

A Column of Fire by Ken Follett. Donated by the 
Verdery Sunday school class in memory of Ellen Jones's 
sister, Jan.

ADULT NONFICTION
A Bigger Table by John Pavlovitz. The author recently 

spoke to a standing room only crowd at the last Decatur 
Book Festival. Donated by Jan Pratt.

The Challenge of Jesus by N. T. Wright. The library 
received several books by N. T. Wright, world-famous 
theologian.

BETH'S BOOKS
CHECK OUT WHAT'S 
NEW IN THE LIBRARY

DECEMBER 16, 2018
7:00PM
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Special recognition was given to Sally Thomas, 
Ellen King (not pictured), and Nancy Norman 
(not pictured) as our “Volunteers of the 
Quarter” for their outstanding performances 
and commitment during our Quarterly A-Team 
(Administrative Team) Meeting on Thursday, 
October 18, 2018. 

We honor their willingness to serve FBCD!

Do you want to volunteer at First Baptist Decatur but aren't exactly interested in serving 
administratively in the front office? We have needs for childrens ministry volunteers, youth mentors, 
production assistance (on Sunday mornings), and so much more! If you're interested in offering your 

time and energy in a volunteer capacity, contact the welcome center at 404-373-1653.

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
OF THE QUARTER

INTERESTED IN LENDING YOUR TALENTS AT FBCD?
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WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS

AT FBCD

Our Wednesday night programming continues on November 7th 
with a new class taught by Dr. David Jordan on the Reformation. We 
will have a special session on November 14th with Georgia Interfaith 
Power and Light (GIPL) to discuss ways our congregation can be better 
stewards of our financial resources while caring for the environment.

All classes are cancelled on November 21st in observance of the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

• Reformation 501 and Counting (Dr. David Jordan), 
November 7th and 28th
• How FBCD Can Care for God's Creation (led by Matt 
Snyder and Codi Norred), November 14th
• FBCD Kids (Kristen Koger)
• FBCD Youth (Kelsey Lewis)
• Sanctuary Choir (Kathryn Hartgrove)
• Yoga (Jotholyn Mason)

More information about these offerings can be found on our website at 
fbcdecatur.com/wednesday

Here is a glimpse at the sermon schedule for the month of November. Dr. 
David Jordan will be sharing these messages at 8:45am and 11:15am on 
Sundays, unless otherwise noted.

November 4, 2018
A Recipe for Happiness?
Philippians 1:3-11 (All Saints Day)

November 11, 2018
Reformations: Then and Now
Romans 1:16-17 (Reformation Sunday)

November 18, 2018
The Amazing Thing About Grace
Romans 5:1-5

November 25, 2018
The Sound of Silence
1 Kings 19:1-15 (Rev. Kristen Koger preaching)

Miss a sermon? No worries! You can listen online by visiting fbcdecatur.com/
sermons-online

SUBSCRIBE:
You can also subscribe to our sermons podcast in iTunes, Spotify, and Stitcher. 
Simply search "FBC Decatur GA" and click subscribe!



O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |  N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

  2
0

18

announcements
the latest news, events, and updates from the FBCD community

Missional Christmas
November 4th from 11:00am to 1:30pm in Carreker 
Hall // Want to finish Christmas shopping early while 
giving money to a good cause? Join us for our annual 
Missional Christmas Market! Homemade crafts, 
jewelry, textiles, and more will all be for sale with 
proceeds benefitting both local and global missions.

Coffee with a Cop
Thurs., Nov. 8th, 8:00-10:00am // Have you ever
wanted to have a personal conversation with a
police officer? Join us for FREE coffee and sweets
and chat with officers from the Decatur Police
Department. They'll be in Carreker Hall to
answer all of your questions!

2019 Deacon Nominees
Sunday, November 11th // We will be voting
on a new deacon slate. These nominees will
begin a three-year term in January, serving
our congregation in a vital and important lay
leadership role. You can learn more about these
outstanding leaders by reading their bios on the
wall outside the church’s front office or online at 
fbcdecatur.com/deacons

Women on Mission
The Women on Mission meets for their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, November 13th beginning at 
10:30am in S-216.

Dave Ramsey LIVE
Thursday, November 15th at 7:45pm in Carreker 
Hall // Matt Visser is hosting a livestream of a special 
Dave Ramsey conference in Carreker Hall. Dave 
Ramsey is best-selling Christian author and speaker 
who helps individuals and families take control of their 
finances. 

Ovations Concert (feat. Samuel Ferreira)
Sunday, November 18th, 3:00pm // Join us for 
a special musical performance in the Sanctuary by 
Samuel Ferreira as part of the Ovations Concert series! 
Samuel is a beloved member of the Sanctuary Choir 
and would love for you to come support him. The 
concert is FREE!

Office Hours Thanksgiving Week (11/19 - 11/22)
The church office will have modified hours 
Thanksgiving week. It will be open Monday and 
Tuesday (11/19-20) from 9:00am - 5:00pm, and 
Wednesday (11/21) from 9:00am - 12:00pm. It will be 
closed Thursday and Friday (11/22-23). 

Save these dates on your calendar for the months of 
December!

• Hanging of the Green (Combined Worship)          
- Dec. 2nd

• Christmas on Clairemont - Dec. 16th
• Christmas Even Candlelight Service - Dec. 24th
• Combined Worship (in Carreker Hall) - Dec. 30th

For more a continuously updated list of 
announcements, visit fbcdecatur.com/announcer

SAVE THE DATES:

COMMUNICATIONS
DEADLINES:

The December 2018 and January 2019 Outlook will 
be combined and released on December 1st. 

If there is an announcement or promotion you 
would like to include in the monthly newsletter for 
December 2018 or January 2019, please email it to 
Matt Snyder by no later than November 15, 2018.

There will be no late submissions accepted due to the 
holiday crunch time. Thanks!
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

GIVE ONLINE

Want to give your 
financial gift online? Scan 
the QR code or visit 
fbcdecatur.com/giving

DEACON ON CALL

October 29 - November 4
– Chris Faulkner

November 5 - 11 
– Bob Focht 

November 12 - 18 
– Jenny McCurdy

November 19 - 25  
– Melinda McBride

November 26 - December 2
– Randall Hampton

Nov. 2018 - Join us for dinner on Wednesday nights from 
5:30-6:15pm. Meals are $7 per person.

Wednesday, November 7th
Fried pork chops, macaroni and cheese, cabbage, salad bar, 
yeast roll, sour cream pound cake

Wednesday, November 14th
Taco bar, yellow rice, black beans, taco salad bar, chips and 
salsa, and cookies

Wednesday, November 21st
No Dinner

Wednesday, November 28th
Spaghetti with meat sauce, vegetable lasagna, salad bar, 
assorted pies

FBCD Meals Together


