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On Tuesday, October 24th, over three-dozen members from 
our congregation gathered in Carreker Hall to celebrate the 
resurgence of a Refugee Assistance Ministry here at First 
Baptist Church of Decatur and discover how they could be 
involved.

Several months ago, a small group of people with a passion 
for helping immigrants gathered together and started dream-
ing about what they could do to serve the refugees who are 
resettling in our local community. Refugees are individuals 
who are unable or unwilling to return to their home country 
because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution. 
Last year alone, the United States resettled 84,994 refugees, 
and already this year, over 42,414 refugees have resettled in 
our country. And because Clarkston is home to one of the 
most culturally diverse areas in the country, many refugees 
find themselves resettling right in FBCD’s backyard. As a 
Christian community, the group felt obligated to “welcome 
the stranger.”

So they began meeting regularly, scheduling appointments 
with local resettlement agencies, non-profits, and it even had 
a meeting with the mayor of Clarkston, all in an effort to de-

termine the most effective path forward for helping refugees 
in our own backyard. In the process, new relationships were 
forged and big dreams were born.

At the October 24th meeting, the group announced the results 
of its findings and dreams for the future. They hosted rep-
resentatives from New American Pathways and Friends of 
Refugees, highlighting both short-term and long-term oppor-
tunities for the FBCD community to become involved with 
welcoming refugees. The group also hosted members from the 
CBF Advocacy Action Team for Immigrants and Refugees in 
an effort to learn more about how to advocate for immigrant 
families in need. And the Refugee Assistance Ministry team 
also announced plans for developing long-term, transitional 
housing solutions for immigrants in DeKalb County.

Overall, it was a wonderful rebirth of a beautiful ministry 
here at FBCD. The group is planning more opportunities for 
the church to become involved in welcoming those who are 
new to our community and country. Keep your eyes peeled 
for more details in the coming weeks!

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

REFUGEE MinistRy 



Earlier this summer, I provided an update on how things 
were going and what I intended to do come Fall. I had 
things on my radar like finishing a podcast series for young 
people, doing a spiritual life retreat, and kicking off small 
groups. All of those things are good things but it doesn’t 
mean they’re the best things that compliment where a 
ministry currently is. Sometimes it’s important to observe 
the places God is moving and put more effort into those 
areas.

So I took a giant step back and began focusing on the 
areas I was seeing the most fruit: mainly that with 
college students and with the people who were 
showing up on Sunday mornings. I decided 
to build into the “regulars” and see where 
that led.

But first, back in August I was invited to 
represent FBCD at Agnes Scott College 
during its Decatur Fair for first-year 
students. Merridith and I went over there, 
introduced ourselves, and shared with 
the students what FBCD is all about. A few 
weeks later, I walked over on a Sunday morning 
for “Connections Sunday” and brought several first-
year students over to the church to attend our college/young 
adult morning group and the Sanctuary service. We had a 
great turnout!

The weeks after “Connections Sunday” were full of 
numerous coffee and lunch appointments with students, 
new attendees, regular attendees, and more. My aim never 
changed: Meet people where they are, be curious, and 
listen. Over time, a core group of students from Agnes 
Scott became regulars and joined the rest of us on Sunday 
morning.

Recently, we finished a study on Brian Zahnd’s new book 
Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God. Our discussions 
were top-notch. Zahnd helped us deconstruct complicated 
theology into something more understandable. It is a 
book that fixates heavily on Jesus as the revelation of who 
God is, which is perfect for where I’m hoping to lead this 
community: deeper into the arms of Jesus. If you haven’t 
read this book yet, check it out.

For the remainder of the year we’ll be working through a 
short video series from Rob Bell and then walking through 

an Advent devotional together. I cannot wait to dive 
deeper into scripture with this group!

As I look back across this year and reflect 
on the experience of this residency, I 
realize that God led me everywhere I 
needed to be and nowhere I expected. I 
suppose that’s what living life in the Spirit 
is about though. God puts people in our 

path we least expect and gently nudges us 
into opportunities we never thought we’d 

explore. I’ve seen that repeatedly across this 
past year and it’s yielded some rich fruit.

And as I look ahead to the coming year, I can’t be anything 
other than thankful for the people God has led our way 
and into this small but vital young adult ministry at FBC 
Decatur. While we have a small group, it is crammed full 
of committed and ready people. I couldn’t ask for a better 
foundation. I have a friend who always says, “Never despise 
the day of small beginnings,” and I will not despise this one. 
I will consistently express gratitude for it, because from it, 
we get to build something strong and influential, something 
that will help lead young adults in Decatur deeper into the 
arms of Jesus.

UPDATE

yOUnG ADULt MinistRy 
Matt Snyder

“
God led me 

everywhere I needed 
to be and nowhere I 

expected...

”
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A few weeks ago, as I was walking some of our children to 
Fresh Start Kids, one little boy looked up at me and said, 
“Pastor KK, why did Jesus die on the cross?” Whoa! I hadn’t 
had my morning coffee yet! But as we got to the classroom, 
I sat down with the children and said, “Now Joey (not this 
child’s real name), can you ask your question again?” And I 
let the children help answer. Some of the answers were “So 
he could Easter on the third day and come back to life!” 
“Because God said so.” “Well, maybe because there was these 
bad people and they didn’t like him so they killed him.” All 
valid answers.
 
We spent some time talking about how much God loves us, 
and then talked about ways we show people in our lives that 
we love them - by sharing our toys with our siblings, even 
when we don’t want to; by telling our moms we love them; by 
giving our dads a hug; by sitting with our friends at lunch. All 
wonderful examples of how we love people in our lives. 

I love that our children are asking these questions. I love that 
they feel safe enough to ask them to their parents, teachers, 
or to me. And I love that when parents aren’t sure if they 
answered the questions correctly, they ask me to help. I 
don’t have all the answers. And I don’t think I need to. I do 
think I am responsible for empowering children to think for 
themselves. My hope is that the children who participated 
in this conversation will remember it because they were the 
ones giving answers rather than me just saying, “Jesus died on 
the cross because God loves us so much.” It is so much better 
for them to arrive at that conclusion themselves. I think that 
should be our role as mentors and leaders with our children- 
to help them learn to think for themselves as we guide them. 
Sure, this takes more time and effort. But it has a longer 
lasting impact; and I think you will find that everyone gets 
more out of the interaction. As you go about your journey, 
I hope that you will find ways to enter deeper conversation 
with people. Because we all deserve the chance to be heard 
and seen, and to let others hear and see us too. 

Blessings on the journey,

Kristen

UPDATE

CHiLDREn’s MinistRy 
Rev. Kristen Koger

FALL FEstiVAL 
2017
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During the month of October, we celebrated two baptisms in our congregation! We asked each of our baptismal 
candidates to finish the prompt “To me, being a Christian means…” We have shared their responses below. Please 
continue to hold Julian and Claire in your prayers as they join the larger body of Christ through their professions of faith 
and baptisms. 

baptisms This i Believe...

Baptized October 1, 2017
“I think being a Christian means giving your life to Jesus. I 
also think it means that Jesus is your lord and savior. Being 
a Christian to me means being a good person and helping 
others in the world.”

Julian Madden

Baptized October 29, 2017
“To me, being a Christian means you believe that Jesus 
died and then three days later he rose again. Also, being 
a Christian means you believe in God and you love him 
and when you want to learn more about him. He died on 
the cross so that we could be happy and go to heaven. I 
think it is good for me to get baptized because I feel like I 
have a connection with Jesus. When I went to camp over 
the summer I talked with some people and I chose to be a 
follower of Jesus.”

ClaiRe KennedY
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MISSIONAL CHRISTMAS
On Sunday, November 5th from 11:00am-2:00pm we will 
celebrate our Annual Missional Christmas Market in Carreker 
Hall. A free, light lunch will be provided as our shoppers 
browse a host of vendors from Amani Ya Juu, a social 
economic enterprise committed to peace and reconciliation 
for African women, to our own church members providing 
pottery, original artwork, needle work, and other handcrafts. 
There will be an opportunity to purchase gift cards to support 
DEAM as well as a Special Missions table for you to honor 
someone.

There will be a NEW Boutique Section this year! Bring in 
any (used but nice) items you’re not using such as jewelry, 
scarves, plaques, Christmas ornaments, wreaths, etc. and 
donate it to the boutique in the Kid Zone of Carreker Hall. 
All proceeds go towards Missions around the world. Please 
come and do your Christmas shopping with FBCD!

VETERAN’S BANquET
This year at YAH’s Veteran’s Dinner on November 9th, we 
will have three of our own veterans sharing about their time 
in the service, the impact that had on their lives, and the 
implications their service had on their faith. Dinner will be 
at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Cost is $8. Sign-up sheets 
will be in the Sunday School classrooms or contact the church 
office at 404-373-1653.

WOMEN ON MISSION
On Tuesday, November 14th at 10:30am, Women on Mission 
will be having their monthly meeting. They will be joined by 
guest speaker Carrie Dean, co-pastor at Edgewood Church. 
Carrie will speak at 11:00am in room S-218.

GRATITuDE SuNDAY
Every year at FBCD we set aside the Sunday prior to 
Thanksgiving to center our hearts and minds on our gratitude 
to God. Gratitude Sunday will occur on November 19 this 
year and, as is our tradition, we are called as a congregation 
to consider the many ways in which God has blessed us. On 
Gratitude Sunday we will bring additional gifts to God above 
and beyond our regular offerings. God has been consistently 
faithful and extravagantly generous to us. Please pray about 
how you will respond with extravagant, risky, generosity.

HANGING Of THE GREENS
On Sunday, November 26th, you’re invited to join us at 
3:00pm in the Sanctuary for the “Hanging of the Greens!” 
This is a great opportunity for people of all ages to help make 
our worship space feel festive!

COMBINED WORSHIP
There will be a combined worship service on December 10th 
at 11:15am in the Sanctuary. While there will be no Fresh 
Start service, Sunday School classes will still meet at 10:00am. 

CHRISTMAS ON CLAIREMONT
Sunday, December 17th at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. Make 
plans to join us for this legendary event benefitting DEAM. 
This year will feature Broadway lead in “Evita” and “Wicked,” 
Caroline Bowman, and Grammy Award-Winning tenor, 
Thomas Young!

AnnOUnCEMEnts

Sympathies

Our condolences to the family of Sarah Smith 
who passed away in October. You are all in our 

thoughts and prayers!
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FIRST BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

first Baptist university (fBu) is an intentionally 
curated rotation of courses designed to help you 
grow both personally and spiritually in the context of 
community. The current term runs through November 
15th on Wednesdays from 6:30pm-7:30pm. It is still 
not too late to join us!

If you want to learn more about these courses, visit: 
fbcdecatur.com/fBu

THE PROPHETS
LGBTQ JOURNEYS
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 
YOGA WITH JOTHOLYN
FBU KIDS
FBU YOUTH
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Wednesday Dinner Menu
November 2017

November 1st
Salisbury Steak with Mashed Potatoes and Green Beans

November 8th
Fried Pork Chops, Macaroni and Cheese, and Mixed Greens

November 15th
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce, Vegetable Lasagna

November 29th
Chili and Vegetable Soup, Baked Potato Bar

For more menu details, visit our website: fbcdecatur.com

GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
first School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

The office will be closed Wednesday, 
November 22 through Friday, 
November 24 in observance of the 
Thanksgiving Holiday.

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call the 
number below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651

Deacon on Call:
October 30-November 5

– Michael Haun
November 6-12 

– Chris Faulkner
November 13-19 

– Bob Focht
November 20-26 

– Kathy Kinlaw 
November 27-December 3 

– Ronnie Jowers

CONNECT WITH US
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