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Gentle Welcomes
and Doing Right

Dr. David Jordan
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“Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near” (Philippians 4:5).

Beth and I continue to be so grateful to so many of 
you for including us so well into this vibrant family of 
faith. In his book, Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism, 
Walter Brueggemann speaks about how you have made 
us feel. You have helped us move from being what he 
calls “outsiders” to becoming “insiders.” He devotes 
an entire section of the book on this topic: “Outsiders 
Become Insiders.” This is the invaluable starting point 
of evangelism, or telling and living out the “Good 
News.” 
Your gentle welcome, your kind words, your 

thoughtful gifts … you have helped us feel no longer 
like strangers attempting to enter a closed fellowship. 
Rather, we have felt like long lost friends being 
welcomed home. Such sensitivity to our needs and 
such kindness in the midst of our newness can be an 
important reminder to all of us. For we are not the only 
ones in need of welcome. Decatur is full of “outsiders” 
like us wishing deep within to have a place to become 
insiders. We all want to be part of something special 
and larger than ourselves. So thanks to you and your 
thoughtful embrace, we have a lesson on how to be 
more faithful as disciples of Jesus. Make outsiders 
become insiders. Here is another. 
Some years ago in the first church I pastored, we had a 

guest preacher who said something in her sermon that 
has remained with me. She said: “I want to do things in 

my life that make God smile.”
Think about that for a moment. As children, we 

make our parents smile in a number of ways. There 
are humorous moments of confusion, or discovery, or 
frustration. And there are tender moments when God’s 
Spirit just might be breaking in to surprise us. 
I remember getting a call from my son’s second grade 

teacher, Mrs. Gramlich. I was concerned, of course, 
thinking there had been some problem I would have 
to deal with. But she quickly shared a story from that 
morning.
“A young man in the class was being made fun of,” 

she said. “Several boys had surrounded him and were 
saying hurtful things. Your son walked into that circle 
and over to the boy the others were tormenting and put 
his arm around him. He just stood there quietly talking 
to him. The other boys stopped making fun and walked 
away. I just thought you would like to know what a 
fine son you have.”
This made me smile. And it made me thankful and 

exceedingly proud. In that moment, I got a tiny 
glimpse of what it is that God hopes for in each of us – 
to do the right thing, to rise to the hopes and dreams of 
our callings. 
So just as you have with Beth and me, continue to 
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“And God saw everything that he had made, and behold it was very good” 
(Genesis 1:11).

Add to your reading list Barbara Kingsolver’s Animal, Vegetable, 
Miracle. She spent a year living only on food her family farmed or from 
local produce. The joys, hardships, and insights offer tremendous food 
for thought—and inspiration for taking care of God’s world seriously. 
Notice the incredible number of fresh foods from the plethora of 
farmers markets supporting local area farmers in and around Decatur. 
Support them, buy fresh, eat well, relish the taste and care for God’s 
world, all at the same time! 
And take particular note: every Wednesday and Saturday, we have an 

amazing array of farmers and fresh, fascinating and local foods on the front lawn of 
our church. What a great opportunity to share in a vital ministry that twice a week is making a terrific 
difference in Decatur and beyond. 
This month, do your best to plan and prepare healthy meals with only local produce, either from 

your garden, from a local Farmer’s Market, or from a store that specializes in local foods. Sometimes, 
even chain grocery stores support local farmers—and will do so more if people like us ask them about 
locally grown produce. Give it a try and join us in enjoying and caring for God’s amazing world!

let your gentleness be known. Continue to invite well and include fully. Let us further stand for what is right 
and do the good, important and loving thing. And together this month, let us work diligently to welcome all 
we can as vital insiders, essential members of this beautiful body of Christ. By doing so, I’m pretty sure we will 
make God smile.

Blessing to you all!
Gratefully, 

David

“The order, the balance and the beauty of creation are indeed 
a whisper...They are a shadow, like the shadow of the earth 

on the moon, which speaks of the essence of God ... The 
beauty of God demands a response from us.”

—Michael Card
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Silos, Bodies, and Beads
This is how we pray

Rev. Kristen Koger

Last month, I had the honor to spend some time 
with the Verdery Sunday School class. This class is 
made up of some of the most generous, kind, and 
committed people I have ever known. Several of 
them have been at FBC Decatur for many decades; 
some are newcomers (but even then - these folks have 
been attending for several years). They have deep 
relationships with one another and with God. They 
know their Bible and they use it to guide their lives. 
Needless to say, I was a little nervous leading them in a 
retreat. 

As I started planning, I realized that I should pick 
a topic that was interesting to me, and to teach it in 
a way that I am comfortable with. Well, as a person 
who works with children regularly, this means that we 
usually move around some; and I’m probably going to 
ask some questions and hope for answers; and there 
will always, always be arts and crafts. 

I decided to focus on prayer for this retreat. Barbra 
Brown Taylor says in her book An Altar in the World 
“Maybe prayer is more than we think it is; and maybe 
some of the things we are already doing are acts of 
genuine prayer. Prayer is waking up to the presence of 
God no matter where you are and what you are doing.” 
So we explored some of the ways we can pray while 
doing every day activities.

On Thursday night following our session, we went 
to an empty silo (the place we were staying used to be a 
dairy barn and is now a beautiful retreat center) and we 
sang some hymns. And as our voices carried up to the 
rafters, we were praying. As we laughed about trying 
to find the right song in the out-of-order “hymnal” we 
were using, we were praying. And as we talked about 
our hopes and dreams for the future of our church, we 
were praying. 

Friday morning, I introduced the concept of 
“embodied prayer” to the group. This was something 
I was introduced to in seminary, but haven’t really 
practiced since. In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul 

says that our bodies are to be temples for God’s spirit. 
And if we are filled with God’s spirit, then we should 
listen to our bodies as we pray. I sent the group out to 
sit in silence for ten minutes and to just listen. And as 
our stomachs grumbled from digesting the morning’s 
breakfast, we were praying. And as our backs ached from 
sitting in a car for our trip to the mountains, we were 
praying. And as we felt our bodies settle into the seat 
we were in, we were praying. And we realized that even 
sitting and listening to what is happening inside our 
bodies is an act of prayer, and this can enrich our lives 
and what is happening outside our bodies. 

After this, we spent time making sets of prayer beads. 
These look like rosaries, but I promise they are not. I 
was impressed and moved by how much intention there 
was behind the choosing of the colors and the order and 
pattern the colors would take. We helped each other 
(because some of those beads were really, really tiny y’all) 
and we laughed and encouraged when beads fell on the 
floor or when the pattern wasn’t perfect. And we were 
praying. Once everyone completed a set of beads, we 
used a guide and prayed together, thanking God for the 
creation that we were surrounded by, that we have been 
made in God’s image, and that we were able to retreat 
into the mountains and listen to God’s voice. 

I’ll close with this thought and challenge: In your week 
ahead, practice saying “God is here” in all things, not 
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Volunteers needed for 
Super Saturdays: VBS Reimagined

just the good. The next time you get mad because your 
neighbor parked in front of your mailbox, say “God is 
here.” The next time your partner doesn’t buy the right 
kind of milk, say “God is here.” The next time you 
hear a baby laugh, say “God is here.” The next time 
you find yourself lonely, say “God is here.” The next 
time you find yourself being thankful for where you 
are, say “God is here.”

Let this be our prayer. 

This summer, VBS will look a little different around 
the halls of FBC Decatur and we are excited about it! 
We are going to offer two all-day Saturday events this 
summer- one on June 9th and the other on July 21st. 
Each day will have two parts. The first will be in the 
morning and will look like traditional VBS - children will 
be in groups and will rotate between different stations. 
Then we will share lunch together and move into the second part of the day. This will be an activity or outing that 
relates to the bible story from the first part of the day. In June, we will be learning about the healing at the pool at 
Bethesda, and then will have some water games and activities in the afternoon (there will definitely be an inflatable 
water slide). In July, we will be learning about the story of Jonah, and in the afternoon we will venture to the zoo 
or the aquarium. 

Parents or a designated adult will be required to attend the outing in the afternoon with their child(ren), but in 
the morning we need plenty of folks to help with the different rotations. That’s where you come in! Yes - you!

We are looking for at least 2-3 people in each of these areas (although we will never say “no” to more than that). 
And don’t worry - if you can only help out with one of the days, that is okay! We would love to have you present 
for both, but this VBS format will allow folks to volunteer when they are available, whether that is for one or both 
of the Super Saturdays. 

Water Captains (small group guides - 6) Activity Helpers (for outings) Registration Leaders (3-4)
Celebration/Music Leaders (4-6)  Bible Story Leaders (2-4) Crafts Leaders (3-4)
Missions Leaders (2-4)    Recreation Leaders (3-4) Lunch Helpers (4-6)

VBS VOLUNTEER NEEDS:

If you’re interested for volunteering for any of these available positions, then email Kristen 
Koger at kkoger@fbcdecatur.com and let her know what role you’re interested in.
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This summer, 16 3rd-5th graders will be traveling to 
Camp Bonclarken in Flat Rock, NC to attend Camp 
Prism. We are so excited to have such a great group of 
children who will be attending camp this summer! We 
have three incredible female chaperones lined up to 
go, but we are searching for 1-2 male chaperones to go 
with us as well. Camp Prism will be held July 10-13. 
Please contact Pastor Kristen if you are interested in 
attending or if you want more information about what 
it means to be a chaperone for this camp.

The Children’s Ministry Leadership Team is starting 
to look to summer and fall! Our current Sunday School 
teachers have been doing good and faithful work. 
Some have served for this year, and some have served 
for multiple decades. We are grateful for the ways that 
they have invested in the lives of our youngest church 
attendees. 

Several of our teachers will take a well-deserved break 
for the summer (June-July) and returning with the 
beginning of the new school year. Some of our teachers 
will be stepping away from their positions this summer 
and taking some time to be refueled after giving so 
much time and energy to our children. 

We are looking to fill several teaching spots for the 
summer and a handful for the fall. Opportunities are 
available in both preschool and elementary school 
classrooms. Teacher training will be provided to all 
teachers at some point over the summer, and assistance 
throughout the year is also available. We are looking 
for folks who would be willing to serve as lead teachers, 
co-teachers, and assistants in classrooms. If you are 
interested in being a part of this vital ministry to our 
children, and to have a role in shaping and building their 
faith, please contact Pastor Kristen. 

The Decatur Farmer’s Market began its new market 
season at the beginning of April. The market gathers on 
the front lawn Wednesdays from 4:00-7:00pm and 
Saturdays from 9:00am-1:00pm. 

The Community Farmer’s Markets’ purpose is to 
preserve, root, and grow a diverse local food culture 
by maintaining an authentic space for all people to 
share community, fair food, and healthy lifestyles while 
providing a sustainable living for producers who steward 
the earth.

They’re definitely doing the work of the Kingdom of 
God and we’re excited to increase our partnership with 
them this year! 

Male Chaperones needed 
for Children’s Camp

Children’s Sunday School 
Teachers Needed for 
Summer and Fall

Visit the Decatur 
Farmer’s Market!
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Volunteer Recognition
Life

at FBCD
We have an incredible group of volunteers who devote an 
unprecidented amount of energy into helping our staff in 
the Welcome Center each week. This month, we recognized  
Jan Jordan and Shelia Skinner as Volunteers of the 
Month and Sharolyn McDonald as the Volunteer of the 
Quarter! Next time you see them, help us to thank them 
for their much appreciated work!

From (L) to (R): Dilshad Premji, Shelia Skinner, 
and Nancy Baines.

From (L) to (R): Nancy Baines, Jan Jordan, and 
Dilshad Premji.

From (L) to (R): Shelia Skinner, Nancy Baines, 
Sharolyn McDonald, Dilshad Premji, Jan Jordan, 
and Bob Williamson.
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Fresh Start – 8:45am in Carreker Hall
Sanctuary – 11:15am in the Sanctuary

SUNDAY WORSHIP

The following is the upcoming sermon series for 
May 2018. Dr. David Jordan will be preaching the 
following Sundays at 8:45am and 11:15am:

May 6, 2018
Broken Bread; Opened Eyes
Luke 24:13-35

May 13, 2018
Guest Preacher: Shelley Woodruff

May 20, 2018
Reversal of Misfortune
Acts 2:1-13

May 27, 2018
Worthy of Our Calling
Ephesians 4:1-3

LISTEN TO OUR MESSAGES ONLINE!
You can listen to past messages on the website by 
visiting fbcdecatur.com/sermons-online.  

You can also subscribe to our sermon podcast in 
iTunes, Spotify, and Stitcher, so you can listen to our 
messages on the go!
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announcements
the latest news, events, and updates from the FBCD community

Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Young at Heart meets for its monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, May 2nd at 5:00pm in the Parlor. 

Dinner and a Show: Special Edition
Saturday, May 5th at 6:00pm in Carreker Hall. Chef 
Steven will provide a wonderful Mexican fare and 
listen to the amazing musica y un espectàculo (music 
and entertainment) from First Baptist Church of 
Decatur and beyond! Cost is $15 per person or $35 
for families of four (w/ children 12 and under). Make 
reservations by calling the Welcome Center at 404-
373-1653 or online.

FBC-Decatur Members and
Friends Art Show 2018
The FBC-Decatur Members and Friends Art Show 
2018 will be presented April 29th through June 10th, 
2018 in the 3rd floor gallery in the Sanctuary building. 
There will be a special reception on Sunday, May 
6th from 11:00am-1:00pm in the 3rd Floor gallery. 
Refreshments will be provided!

First School  Tour
There will be a tour on May 8th at 8:00am for parents 
interested in First School at FBCD. No registration is 
required.

Women on Mission
The Women on Mission meets for their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, May 8th beginning at 10:30am in 
S-216. 

Young Professionals Community Group
The YoPro Community Group will be meeting on May 
10th and May 24th of this month from 7:30-9:00pm. 
The group is for those who are in their professionals 
studies or the earlier parts of their career journeys. If 
you know anybody interested, have them contact Matt 
Snyder at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com

Joy Night
The second annual Joy Night celebration will happen 
on Sunday, May 20th at 5:00pm at Greenforest 
Community Baptist Church (3250 Rainbow Dr., 
Decatur, GA). You do not want to miss this event! 
Come and celebrate this wonderful afternoon of 
community and song.

Keep Donating Carry-on Bags for Immigrants 
Being Deported
This project will continue throughout 2018. Please 
consider donating a bag with a pair of men’s shoes 
(sizes 8-10) and a pair of men’s pants (32x34) 
which we will deliver to El Refugio and the Stewart 
Detention Center. Bags and/or clothes and shoes can 
be delivered to Columbia Presbyterian Church (711 
Columbia Dr. Decatur, GA 30030). If no one is in the 
church office, the items may be left in the large bin 
located by the office door in the breezeway between 
the sanctuary and education building; or leave them 
in the FBCD church office and Don Hammonds will 
deliver them to Columbia Presbyterian. Thanks!

What’s God Doing in Your Life?
Do you have a story or testimony of something God 
has recently done in your life? We’re looking for people 
to share their stories in worship and/or online. If you’re 
interested in sharing, please email kkoger@fbcdecatur.
com. We love hearing about how the Spirit is moving 
in our community!

Summer First Camp Registration
Summer Camp Registration is now open for the 9 
weeks of summer! You can sign up for one or more 
weeks at a time. Each week comes with a field trip. Go 
to www.fbcdecatur.com/camp for more information on 
registration. 

Apply for the Fall 2018 After School Program
First Camp is now accepting applications for the 
Fall 2018 After School Program. You can find an 
application and more information on the website, www.
fbcdecatur.com/camp
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

The Office will be closed on Memorial 
Day (5/28).

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call one 
of the numbers below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon on Call:
April 30 - May 6 

– Randall Hampton 
May 7 - 13 

– Jan Pratt
May 14 - 20  

– Jill Rhodes
May 21 - 27

– Carla Standford 
May 28 - June 3

– Carol May


