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David Jordan
Senior Pastor

His given name was Patricius. Born into a wealthy Roman family in Londinium,[1] 
he was kidnapped by pirates and taken to the dark and distant island the Romans knew 
as Hibernia. He was sold into slavery, made to work as a shepherd, and kept in isolation. 
In a foreign land and too young to have really been schooled in learning or faith, he was 
completely alone and left to his own devices. Except, so the story goes, God guided him one 
day to begin walking to the east.

After numerous adventures, Patricius, now probably a teenager, arrived at a port city and 
met a sympathetic trader who eventually returned him to his homeland. His family rejoiced 
and welcomed him home, only to be newly disconcerted. They heard him speak of strange 
things—a calling for what he would view as the inspiration for his rescue and something 
even more radical. He now felt he was being called to return to the land of his enslavement 
to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ—a gospel of healing, reconciliation, and love. 

Important training in reading, writing, and the basics of the Christian faith made up 
for the education Patricius had never been exposed to as a child. But now he shocked and 
disappointed his family. Patricius returned to the very land of his slavery and began to 
preach to the kings and tribal leaders that had persecuted him for so many years when he 
was a boy.

Today, we know Patricius as St. Patrick, and the dark island of Hibernia we know as 
Ireland. St. Patrick’s ministry changed the history of a divided, warring land. His followers 
became missionaries who carried the message of God to Scotland, Wales, England, and the 
rest of Europe at the very time when the faith was on the verge of being lost under wave 
after wave of barbarian invasions from the 400s to the 700s A.D.

Thomas Cahill, in his book How the Irish Saved Civilization, tells this remarkable story 
of St. Patrick and his ability to hear God’s call with clarity. There were so many perfectly 
good excuses for not returning to the land that had persecuted him. His family couldn’t 
understand why he wouldn’t simply stay with them and rejoin the aristocratic life he had 
been so tragically ripped from. But the power of God’s reconciling hope and the pull of 
God’s redeeming grace changed Patricius, as it can change us. For those willing to hear 
God’s sometimes discomforting, sometimes confusing call, to forgive in the face of hatred, 
to reconcile in the throws of hostility, to trust against the odds in the holy, risky love of 
God—the rewards can be transformative.

You may need to offer a loving, risky effort this month. As a church, we at First Baptist 
are being called to accomplish big, risky, loving and transformative tasks. Let us listen, 
respond, and live in the hopes and dreams of God, this month and beyond.

And while we do, know that I continue to be thankful and honored to be your pastor!

[1] Londinium was the largest city in the Roman province of Britannia, controlled by Rome 
from 43 AD to 410 AD. London, England is the modern descendant of this ancient city.

"Then Jesus said: “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing."
– Luke 23:34



Paul Wallace
Interim Pastor for 
Adult Education

WHAT YOUR INTELLECT
HAS TO DO WITH LOVE
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It is with great satisfaction that I join the staff as Interim Pastor for Adult Education. As 
most of you know, First Baptist has been my extended family’s church home for nearly a 
decade so I feel a special excitement and anticipation as I take on this new role.

Jesus, in the Gospel of Matthew, is asked by a religious leader, “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He replied, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and 
first commandment.”

Looking closely at this response, which Jesus drew from Deuteronomy, we find 
something unusual: we are to love God with our minds. Loving with our heart seems 
straightforward enough, and our souls should certainly get involved when we love, but our 
minds? What do our intellects have to do with love?

I think the answer to this question has more to do with the vastness of love than it does 
with our minds. Christian love is not a feeling or an emotion but a persistent and conscious 
choice to set our wills in alignment with the great love of God. When this happens our 
entire lives are transformed, including our intellects. Our minds come alive along with the 
rest of us when we fall in line with God’s love.

Therefore followers of Jesus are not free to treat their minds as secondary or unimportant, 
and in my work at First Baptist I’ll not slight the intellectual side of our command to 
love. But, as Jesus’ answer suggests, our minds are not disconnected from the rest of us 
as individuals or as a community. Very often our ideas, religious and otherwise, become 
separated from reality. Terrible hurts and misunderstandings arise when this happens. But 
Jesus, who was supremely in love with and connected to the world around him, never 
allowed his thoughts to become isolated in this way. He practiced what he taught. Therefore 
education, when undertaken within the Body of Christ, includes the head but far transcends 
the merely intellectual.

In the coming months I’ll be teaching regularly in several contexts and will be in charge 
of educational programming for adults on Wednesdays and beyond. In February I began 
visiting individual Sunday school classes and getting to know members, leaders, and 
curricula. As my tour of classes moves forward I’ll be very interested to know how I can 
assist you in your quest to become more faithful disciples. Let’s learn together how to love 
God with all of our hearts, souls, and minds. 



O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |
  M

A
R

C
H

 2
0

19



O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |  M
A

R
C

H
 2

0
19

On Sunday, February 17, we celebrated the baptism of Matthew Morris! Each candidate 
for baptism at FBCD submits a "This I Believe" statement. This is what Matthew shared:

"For me, being baptized means to let Jesus into your heart. When I think about baptism and 
being a Christian I think of taking a little longer to act. Being a Christian means going to church 
and reading the Bible. I will look forward to sharing it with everyone. This is a big step in my 
life. Also, my birthday is 3/15/08 and my name is Matthew. The verse Matthew 3:15 is when 
Jesus is baptized. So it just makes sense."

Join us in congratulating Matthew the next time you see him!

We will be heading into the wilderness for this year’s VBS! We will journey with the 
Israelites as we discover that life is wild but God is good. Through bible stories, music, 
crafts, science, and recreation we will explore the Old Testament story of the Israelites as 
they flee from Egypt and journey to the promised land. 

Children who have completed PreK-5th grade can attend. If you need full day care for 
your child, visit fbcdecatur.com/camp for more information. 

We will need lots of volunteers to make this event a success! Be on the lookout for more 
information next month about the volunteer opportunities we will have available.

If you are interested in being on the VBS Planning Team or have any questions about 
VBS, please contact Pastor Kristen at kkoger@fbcdecatur.com.

THIS I BELIEVE
MATTHEW MORRIS

SAVE THE DATE:
VBS
JULY 8-12, 2019
9AM - 12PM
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A WORD ON LENT FREE
DEVOTION

ASH WEDNESDAY

FROM DAVID JORDAN
FOR LENT

MARCH 6, 2019 | 6:30PM

Lent is the forty-day (not including Sundays) season leading up to Easter. Traditionally, 
this time of the Christian Year recalls the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness. For him, 
this was a time of preparation; it was a time of deep reflection; and as a result of the first 
two, it became a time to resist temptation.

Like Jesus, whenever we allow ourselves a time to think deeply, whenever we remove 
ourselves from the many distractions life throws in our path, we simultaneously must 
confront the competing voices, both in our heads and all around us. Depth of purpose 
and focused, meaningful intention often generate push back. The superficial, the petty, the 
ambiguous and the angry all compete for their places when we take God’s call to a better 
purpose seriously. 

Therefore, following the example of Jesus, Lent offers the good and highly spiritual 
challenge is listen more carefully, work more intentionally, care more deeply, and love more 
furiously. As we do so, may our journey in the direction of Easter prepare us more fully for 
the power of resurrection. Amen. 

Are you looking for a way to go 
deeper, more intentionally during Lent? 
Many members of our ministerial staff 
and congregation have contributed to a 
devotional for you to walk through during 
the six weeks leading up to Easter.

The theme of the devotional is 
"Exploring Humanity and Divinity." There 
are readings for Monday through Friday 
each week of Lent.

You can access the devotional online 
or pick up each week's edition on Sunday 
mornings. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to this resource! We hope to do it again 
soon.

You are invited to formally recognize the beginning Lent with us during a meaningful 
worship service. Attendees will receive the imposition of ashes and participate in a centuries 
old tradition as we enter into the church season leading up to Easter. Nursery care is available 
for children under three.

EASTER
DATES
Palm Sunday
April 14, 2019
Worship at 8:45am & 11:15am

Good Friday
April 19, 2019
Worship at 7:30pm

Easter Sunday
April 21
Worship at 8:45am & 11:15am



SUSTAINABILITY
AT FIRST BAPTIST
FROM MATT SNYDER

In September 2018, First Baptist Decatur entered into conversations with Georgia 
Interfaith Power and Light (GIPL), a non-profit that focuses on helping faith communities 
become better stewards of God’s creation through increasing their sustainability. 

Initially, GIPL conducted an energy audit of our campus and helped us identify areas 
where we could improve our energy efficiency (and reduce costs). As a result of the energy 
audit, we qualified for a small grant to help with costs for facility improvements, including 
improvements to lighting and our HVAC system. 

At the same time, we also began exploring other ways we could improve our 
environmental sustainability as a church. Some of these conversations emerged from a 
Wednesday night program in November with GIPL. After that meeting, an interest group 
was formed that began brainstorming easy, cost-effective strategies to become better stewards 
of God’s creation. 

We determined a powerful and impactful next step would be to improve on our church’s 
waste management practices by becoming more intentional about recycling and through 
introducing the composting of our dinner waste on Wednesday nights. 

Some of our staff and volunteers held discussions with CompostNow, an organization 
that assists local residents, restaurants, and businesses with responsibly disposing of 
compostable waste. They then do the “dirty work” of turning food waste into nutrient-dense 
soil to be given back to local community gardens, farmers, and others. In 2018 alone, their 
members diverted over 6,000,000 pounds of compostable waste from landfills alone! That 
created nearly 2,000,000 pounds of nutrient-rich compost for communities to use.

CompostNow has agreed to help our church implement a composting program 
on Wednesday nights, beginning with our dinner on March 13. An educator from 
CompostNow, Dr. Paul Wallace, and some members of our congregation will be training us 
on the how and the why of properly disposing of our food waste on Wednesday nights. 

Over the next few weeks, you will also begin to see improved signage on how/what you 
should recycle and/or compost throughout the church buildings and classrooms. Our goal is 
to make this transition as easy as possible on our members! 

We hope you join us in increasing the sustainable practices of our church, becoming 
better stewards of God’s creation, and in giving back to our local community. 

Questions, comments, concerns? Email Matt Snyder at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com 
To learn more about CompostNow visit: CompostNow.org
To learn more about GIPL visit: GIPL.org

Dr. Paul Wallace, our Interim Pastor 
for Adult Education, has a lot planned 
for us this coming month! These include:

• (3/13) CompostNow Workshop 
in Carreker

• (3/20 - 4/10) Bible Study Series: 
"The Wilderness Stories."

Other opportunities will include: 
FBCD Kids, Youth Cafe, Sanctuary 
Choir, Gentle Yoga (5:00pm), and 
Candlelight Yoga and Meditation flow 
(6:30pm).

Note: There will be no classes on 
Wednesday, March 6 during the 6:30pm 
hour.

More information on these classes 
can be found at fbcdecatur.com/
wednesday. 

WED. NIGHTS

MARCH
2019
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MARCH 3
"Mountains and Intersections"
Luke 9:28-36
Rev. Kristen Koger

MARCH 17
"Death by Success, Pt. 2"
Luke 12:13-21
Dr. David Jordan

MARCH 10
"Death by Success, Pt. 1"
Luke 12:13-21
Dr. David Jordan

MARCH 24
"Bad Behavior Blues, Pt. 1"
Luke 15:1-32
Dr. David Jordan

MARCH 31
"Bad Behavior Blues, Pt. 2"
Luke 15:1-32
Dr. David Jordan

We have a lot of new books in the library 
this month you might be interested in, 
including:

Picture Book
• My Feelings and Me by Holde Kreul.  

A powerful book that helps children 
deal with their emotions..

Juvenile Fiction  
• Posted by John David Anderson. A 

story of five friends struggling to fit 
in and find themselves.

Adult Fiction
• Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia 

Owens. Deals with acceptance of 
those who are different from and 
have less than us.

Adult Non-Fiction 
• A Letter to My Anxious Christian 

Friends by our own David Gushee.  
A love letter to Christians, offering 
a way to move away from fear about 
today's tumultuous times toward a 
deeper faithfulness.

These are merely a fraction of all the 
books we have at the Allen Memorial 
Library. Be sure to swing by and visit!

The Library Committee would like to invite every staff person, deacon, teacher, church 
members and friends to stop by the library on March 17th to help us celebrate the library's 
80th birthday! There will be plenty of cake to share :)

If you would like to make a special contribution in honor or memory of someone, there 
will be a special memorial set up in the library that day to recognize those people and gifts. 
Contributions should be received by March 1. Simply stop by or contact Marie Shepley 
at 404-373-1653.

Please join us in Carreker Hall for lunch on Sunday, March 24 after the 11:15am service. 
Bring a new or gentle used book on a 2nd grade reading level to be given to a second grade 
student in the Decatur City Schools. You can be a part of this new Reading Ministry by 
providing books and/or by being a volunteer to read to a second grade student who needs to 
improve their reading skills. After reading to the student, you will give them the book. You 
may volunteer to read on a weekly or monthly schedule. 

Please come eat and learn more about this new Reading Ministry. Make your reservation 
for lunch by calling the front office or by signing up in your Sunday School classroom. 
Lunch cost is $10.

Sponsored by the Allen Memorial Library Committee and Women’s Ministry 

NEW! 
THIS 
MONTH 
AT THE 
FBCD 
LIBRARY

CELEBRATE
THE LIBRARY'S
80TH BIRTHDAY

FBC DECATUR READS

SUN., MARCH 17

SUN., MARCH 24
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Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Sun., Mar. 3, 12:30pm, Parlor
Young at Heart will have its monthly 
meeting at 12:30pm in the church 
parlor following worship.

Choral Concert Benefitting DEAM
Sun., Mar. 3, 4:00pm
Avondale Pattillo UMC 
The Decatur Civic Chorus, in 
conjunction with other local choral 
groups is sponsoring a concert to 
benefit DEAM. Performances include: 
Avondale Pattillo UMC Choir; The 
Bubba Rays, A Gospel Ensemble; 
Columbia Presbyterian
Church Street Station, a bluegrass 
group; and Decatur Civic Chorus.
Admission is free. Attendees, however, 
are encouraged to make a cash donation 
to DEAM.  Alternatively, donations of 
canned food, packaged cereal and pasta, 
paper goods, and basic toiletry essentials 
to benefit DEAM.

Ash Wednesday Service
Wed., Mar. 6, 6:30pm, Sanctuary 
You are invited to formally recognize 
the beginning Lent with us during a 
meaningful worship service. Attendees 
will receive the imposition of ashes and 
participate in a centuries old tradition as 
we enter into the church season leading 
up to Easter. Nursery care is available 
for children under three. 

Daylight Saving Time
Mar. 10, 2019
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, 
March 10! Don't forget to set your 
clocks FORWARD one hour before bed 
on March 9. Otherwise, you'll be really 
late for church... 

Intergenerational Game Night and 
Chili Cook-off
Sun., Mar. 10 at 5:00-7:00pm
Spend valuable time in friendly board 
game competition with those in our 
church community. Bring your favorite 
board game and a pot of chili to share 
(there will be prizes!). More details 
online at: fbcdecatur.com/news

YAH SunTrust Ballpark Tour
March 11, 9:30am-3:00pm
Young at Heart is going on a tour of the 
SunTrust Ballpark, home of the Atlanta 
Braves! Cost is $20 per person (lunch 
not included). Sign-ups are full.

Conversations with Barbara Brown 
Taylor
Mon., Mar. 11, 7:00pm
The renowned and beloved New York 
Times bestselling author of An Altar in 
the World and Learning to Walk in the 
Dark, will be here on Mar. 11 to share 
her wisdom, writing, and life experience 
in the Conversations series by Georgia 
Center for the Book.

Women on Mission
March 12, 10:30am in S-216
The Women on Mission will have their 
monthly meeting on Mar. 12. All are 
welcome to attend... even the guys!

Deacon's Meeting
Tues., Mar. 19, 7:00pm, Carreker Hall
The deacons will have their monthly 
meeting in Carreker Hall at 7:00pm.

First School Tour
Thurs., Mar. 21, 8:00am
There is a tour scheduled for parents 
interested in sending their children to 
First School. No registration is required.

Ovations Concert Series
Featuring Thaís Cabrel
Sun., Mar. 24, 3:00pm, Sanctuary
You're invited to a FREE concert 
featuring our own Thaís Cabrel! This 
is part of our Ovation Concert series 
and is open to the public. Come and 
support our wonderful musicians!

CBF March Mission Madness
Mar. 29 - 31, 2019
Our youth group is headed on a mission 
trip to Plains, GA for CBF's March Mission 
Madness! Kelsey has 15-20 spots available 
for youth and will fill them on a first come, 
first serve basis. Cost is $150 per person. 
Interested in attending? Email Kelsey 
Lewis at klewis@fbcdecatur.com to reserve 
your spot ASAP!

Have something you would like 
included in the monthly newsletter?
The deadline is the 15th of each month 
prior to publication. Please have all 
materials submitted to Matt Snyder 
at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com by the 
deadline. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted. Thanks!

Receive WEEKLY Newsletters!
Did you know you could receive a 
newsletter update every week from First 
Baptist Decatur? These communications 
are sent via email each Tuesday. Simply 
go to fbcdecatur.com/subscribe to 
sign-up!

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
AND EVENTS
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

PASTOR ON CALL

Weekdays: 404-373-1653 
Weekends: 470-202-8622

GIVING
AT FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF DECATUR

BUDGET OFFERINGS

Through February 24, 2019

Offerings Received MTD  ......................... $72,266
Offerings YTD  ....................................... $129,834
Budget YTD  .......................................... $158,770
Budget YTD Ahead/(Behind)  ..............  ($28,935) 

Special Missions Offering  ............................$2,214
Benevolence Offerings  ................................ $2,044

GIVE ONLINE
If you call FBCD your faith community, 
we ask that you pray about giving 
financially to support, strengthen, and 
grow our ministries. You can give online 
by visiting: fbcdecatur.com/giving


