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David Jordan
Senior Pastor

In May, I had the privilege of getting to be part of two retreats that our congregation 
sponsored. The first was the annual staff retreat where we used Romans 12:1-13 as our 
guide. We focused on the theme: Who Am I? We studied every aspect of these thirteen 
verses to remind us of the gifts that God has given to each of us. We reminded each other 
of being a “living sacrifice” in what we do and who we are as individuals and as a staff. We 
considered our being “one body with many parts,” with each part having a vital function. 
We had a guest facilitator who guided us in using the Enneagram testing to help us discover 
(or reconfirm) the different callings and gifts that God has given each one of us. And we 
applied those insights combined with the Romans 12 passages we were studying to our lives 
and individual ministries.

I was so glad to be able to share in that experience with each member of our staff. I was 
reminded how valuable each one is and how committed all of us are in our desire to be the 
best ministers, staff members, and followers of Jesus we can be. And I, with each of them, 
felt recommitted to the passion, hope, love, and commitment each of feels towards this 
congregation and to each one of you.

A Harvest of Righteousness: I also had the honor of getting to share in the Verdery 
Sunday School Class retreat at the WinShape Retreat Center. At that fabulous setting and 
with the theme of “A Harvest of Righteousness,” we dug deeply into Philippians, beginning 
with the first chapter: “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with 
joy in every one my prayers for all of you...” (1:3-14). The next day we concluded the fourth 
chapter: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice... and the peace of God which 
passes all understanding will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (4:4-7).

From this experience, too, I had the great opportunity to have some individual time 
with several from that class which we rarely have during the busyness of Sundays and 
Wednesdays. I so enjoyed hearing stories, learning new insights, hearing deep understanding 
and being challenged further from those key passages in Philippians we were studying 
together. 

The harvest of righteousness we can be glad for, and the one that we continue to be called 
to remains the spirit-filled calling each of us shares in being the very best God calls us to be. 
And with hearts filled with gratitude, love overflowing with “knowledge and full insight” 
(1:9) our “harvest of righteousness” remains ready to be used “through Jesus Christ for the 
glory and praise of God” (Phil. 1:11).

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice!
– Philippians 4:4



WEEKDAY:
404-373-1653

WEEKEND:
470-202-8622

PASTOR ON CALL:
WHO TO CALL AND WHEN

WEDNESDAYS IN JUNE

You may remember back in February, we introduced a new “Pastor on Call” 
number to the church for church members to use on the weekends in case of 
pastoral emergencies (hospitalizations, deaths in the church family, etc.). We 
wanted to remind you of what number to call in when if you need to get in touch 
with a pastor. 

During the work week (9am Monday – 12pm Friday) if you need to speak 
to a pastor, you can call the church office at 404-373-1653. Our office staff and 
volunteers do a great job passing along new pastoral needs to our pastoral staff. 
During the week, our pastors work together to make sure that folks who need 
pastoral visits receive them in a timely fashion. 

On the weekends when the office is closed, you should call the Pastor on Call number at 470-202-8622. Our pastoral staff work 
together and have a rotation so that someone is always on call from 12pm Friday – 9am on Monday. Our pastoral staff also makes sure 
that any needs that come in over the weekend are passed along to the team so that we are all informed of things that have come up over 
the weekend. 

As always, you are welcome to contact any pastoral staff member at any time with a pastoral concern. We want to make sure that our 
church family always feels cared for in their time of need. If you have any questions or concerns about the Pastor on Call procedures or 
who to call, please don’t hesitate to reach out to a member of the Pastoral Staff (David, Bill, Kristen, Kelsey, or Paul). 

During the month of June, we will not have our regular 
Wednesday night activities (i.e. kids, youth, yoga). Instead, we 
will have dinner followed by a brief devotion led by one of our 
ministerial staff.

So join us for dinner at 5:30pm in June and stay for a brief 
devotion immediately afterward!

Dinners cost $7 per person or just $5 for the salad bar. Don't 
forget you can visit the Decatur Farmer's Market on your way in as 
well!

Dates: June 5, 12, 19, 26
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DINNER AND 
DEVOTIONS
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VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL
FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

We are so excited about our upcoming week of Vacation Bible School! Registrations are rolling in and 
our volunteers are already working hard to make this year’s VBS a great one! We want to make sure you have 
all the information you need for VBS, so check out this page to get all your VBS questions answered. Still 
have questions or want to know more? Contact Pastor Kristen and she can get you squared away (kkoger@
fbcdecatur.com).

WHO CAN COME TO VBS?
All children who have completed PreK-5th grade by June 30, 2019 will be welcome to attend VBS! 

We will have nursery care available for the children of volunteers. Invite your friends, your family, 
your grandkids, your neighbors- all are welcome!

WHAT WILL HAPPEN AT VBS? 
This year’s VBS will focus on the story of Moses and the Israelites as they journey from slavery 

in Egypt to the Promised Land. Children will learn music, hear Bible stories, play games, eat tasty 
snacks, and encounter the story of the People of God in a fun and engaging way. Children will learn that when 
life is wild, God is good!

WHY ARE WE CHARGING FAMILIES TO ATTEND? 
When the Children’s Ministry Leadership Team met in March, we spent a good amount of time 

talking about the pros and cons of charging for VBS. We ultimately decided that charging families a 
small fee to attend VBS would be worth it. By charging anywhere from $25-$50 (depending on the number of 
kids they register) we are able to provide each participant with a VBS theme t-shirt and each family a copy of 
the music for the week. In researching what other churches in our area do, we found that the majority of them 
charge (and charge more) for VBS or similar types of programs.

We have also found that by charging folks a small fee to attend a program at the church decreases the 
chances they will fail to show up! If a family has invested financially, they are more likely to stick to their 
commitment to attend.

Of course, we don’t want the cost to be prohibitive to anyone attending, so we do have scholarships 
available. If a family is in need of scholarship assistance, all they have to do is contact Pastor Kristen and she 
will get them set up. 

HOW CAN I SUPPORT OUR VBS PROGRAM?
First, you can begin praying now for the folks who will be involved as leaders in VBS and for 

those children who will participate. We want this week to be a wonderful experience for all who are 
involved, so we want to set the tone from the beginning! We will also provide the church with a list of names 
of volunteers for you to be praying for the week of VBS. Look for that list at the end of the month. 

Second, we will be collecting supplies in the next few weeks. If you are able, take a supply request or two 
from the list, purchase the supply, and return it to the church by July 5. This will help us greatly as we prepare 
for the week of VBS.

Finally, we need you to volunteer to help us with VBS! We are hoping for 100-150 children to attend, 
which means we need lots of adults to sign up to be crew leaders or stations leaders or to help with decorating 
or sign-in. Look for the big “ROAR” cardboard logo in the main hallway at church to pick up a list of 
volunteer descriptions and a volunteer sign-up sheet. You can also find it online at fbcdecatur.com/vbs.
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THE TRANSFORMING
POWER OF GOD'S SPIRIT
FROM DAVID JORDAN

“Someday,
after mastering the winds,

the waves, the tides, and gravity,
we shall harness for God the 

energies of love,
and then, for a second

time in the history of the world,
we will have discovered fire.”

— Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

Fire. The Church began in Acts 2 with 
the striking image of flames burning over 
the heads of all those present in that early 
church worship service. On Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9, we will combine with our 
sister congregation, Scott Boulevard to 
share in a joint celebration of recalling this 
momentous event in the life of the church. 
We will recall how those ordinary people 
became courageous witnesses to the what 
God was doing in the world. 

This idea of the energy and change the 
Bible describes begins in some interesting 
places. We will hear more about these 
images over the coming weeks as we draw 
near to our June 9 service. Moses and the 
burning bush is one example. But the 
following offers another from Leviticus.

The fire on the altar
shall be kept burning...

Every morning the priest shall add wood to it, 
lay out the burnt offering on it,

and turn into smoke the fat pieces of the
offerings of well-being.

– Leviticus 6:12

This fascinating and less well known 
part of the Bible acquaints us with an 
additional discovery and new symbolism 
for today. Early people learned that, as 
fire burned, it created heat. And this heat 
generated warmth, gave light, cooked food, 
and sanctified offerings. In the case of this 

particular series of scriptures in Leviticus, 
the fat of the offering changed from a solid 
into smoke:

The priest shall turn them into smoke on the 
altar as an offering by fire to the Lord.

– Leviticus 7:5 

Further, there is a repeated phrase 
regarding this transformed offering, that 
it would be “a pleasing odor to the Lord.” 
At work in the scripture is both the 
transformation of the fat of a dead animal 
into smoke and the pleasing smell created by 
grilling meat (anyone familiar with cookouts 
this time of year can attest to this). 

As the smoke and the aroma rise, 
presumably, so also do the prayers that 
would accompany the offering. This would 
please God and, therefore, the prayers 
stood a better chance of being answered. 
Such assumptions seemed to be behind 
these rarely read but instructive passages in 
Leviticus. The point here is not to evaluate 
the validity of early sacrificial practices but 
to recognize what the Israelites saw in the 
properties of fire and the nature of God. 
Both were mysterious forces that could 
bring change. 

Fire could transform things. As such, it 
is very practical for the Bible to present the 
reality of God’s presence through fire. This 
month, take this metaphor of fire a step 
further—beyond a warming of your heart 

to the changing of your outlook. No longer 
do we need the priest to place the sacrifice 
on the fire of the altar. Your life today can be 
the sacrifice—not in or through death but 
in and through the goodness and grace of 
God. That itself is pleasing to God.

Or as we have recently studied together 
from Romans over the last three weeks: I 
appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, 
by the mercies of God, present your bodies 
as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable 
unto God, which is your spiritual worship 
(Romans 12:1-2).

May this fire of the Spirit transform us 
into the kinds of sacrificial lives God calls 
us to! 
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FREE  FOOD,  L IVE

MUSIC ,  AND  FUN!

06 .09 .19    |  11 :30AM

ON  THE

FRONT  LAWN

PENTECOST

SUN.

CHURCHWIDE

COOKOUT

summer worship

JUNE 2 – OLD TIME RELIGION
JUNE 9 – PENTECOST

JUNE 16 – SPIRITUALS/ GOSPEL
JUNE 23 – "OUR SONG"

JUNE 30 – YOUTH SUNDAY

SUNDAYS 10:30AM

FROM QUENTIN PIRKLE
At the end of April during a church business meeting, the 

congregation was presented with a status update on the health 
of the church's finances. Many of those in attendance found the 
information beneficial in their understanding of how they might 
contribute more effectively to the church's ministries and its overall 
budget in 2019 and beyond.

Quentin Pirkle, chair of the Finance Committee, offers a 
comprehensive summary of the information discussed at the 
business meeting, which can be found in the three pages at the back 
of this month's Outlook.

FBCD FINANCE
UPDATE
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We have a lot of new books in the library 
this month you might be interested in, 
including:

Picture Book
• Fox The Tiger by Corey Tabor.  

Theodore Seuss Geisel Award easy to 
read book.

Juvenile Fiction  
• The Book of Boy by Catharine 

Murdock.  Donated by the Alert 
Sunday School Class in honor of 
Buck Jones.

Adult Fiction
• Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine 

by Gail Honeyman. Donated by 
Mary Sue Reding in memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Allen, Dr. 
Curtis Reding and Mrs. Mary Allen 
Reding.

Adult Non-Fiction 
• Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor.  

Donated by the Triple L Sunday 
School Class in honor of Carolyn 
Weiss.

These are merely a fraction of all the 
books we have at the Allen Memorial 
Library. Be sure to swing by and visit!

Need a library card? You do not have to 
be a FBCD member to check out materials 
from the library. Getting a card is as easy as 
providing a few contact details. Be sure to 
swing by the library on Sunday and sign-up!

NEW! 
THIS 
MONTH 
AT THE 
FBCD 
LIBRARY

Do you have a crazy summer schedule? We’ve noticed it can be busy for many families in 
our church.

Our library hours will stay the same during the summer months with one exception 
being Wednesdays (1:30-5:00pm). When regular activities resume in the Fall, our 
Wednesday library hours will return to 4:00-7:30pm. During Vacation Bible School week 
(July 8-12), we will be open every morning to participate in several of the VBS activities.

The summer reading program for kids ages Pre-K through 5th grade will begin June 30! 
A reading sheet may be picked up during VBS or in the library any time after the  program 
start date. The reading program will run through August 4. If after August 4 a child has read 
10 or more books, they will receive a nice prize! We have many new children’s books to whet 
their appetite, so there is no better opportunity to dive into a good book!

A WORD FROM 
YOUR LIBRARIAN

SUSTAINABILITY UPDATE: 
COMPOSTING NUMBERS

MARIE SHEPLEY

Our church community and kitchen 
staff has done an AMAZING job of 
contributing to our new composting 
program in Carreker Hall, especially on 
Wednesday nights! 

As of May 1, this is our latest impact 
report:

LBS. diverted from landfills: 547 lbs.
Methane avoided: 71 lbs.
CO2 equivalent: 1,423 lbs.
Equiv. miles driven: 3,110 miles
Equiv. cars parked for 1 wk: 5
Tomato potential of soil: 55 tomatoes
Compost created: 55 lbs.
 
We have diverted approximately 547 lbs 

of food scraps since starting. Well done!
Our scraps will produce 55 lbs of rich 

compost, and avoid releasing 71 lbs of 
methane at the landfill.

That's enough to offset 3,110 miles 
driven by a car, or like parking for 5 cars for 
a week.

Even better, the compost will help grow 
11 tomato plants.

These numbers are only going to increase 
as we move forward. Keep up the great 
work, everybody!
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Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Sun., June 2, 12:30pm, S-216
Young at Heart will have its monthly 
meeting at 12:30pm in S-216 following 
worship.

Intergenerational Trivia Night
Wed., June 5, 6:30pm, Carreker Hall
Are you really good at trivia? Do your 
friends hate playing Trivial Pursuit with 
you? Join us for a family-friendly trivia 
night and put those smarts to use! This 
is a FREE community event following 
dinner at 5:30pm.

Churchwide Cookout
Sun., June 9, following worship
You are invited to join FBCD and 
Scott Boulevard Baptist for a Pentecost 
Sunday cookout on the front lawn! 
There will be FREE food, games, shelter 
from the sun, and music by a live 
Cuban band. Make plans to be there!

Youth Beach Retreat
Mon., June 10 – Fri., June 14
Our youth are headed out on their 
annual beach retreat to Panama City 
Beach! This year's theme is "Telling Your 
Story." Please pray for our youth during 
this time!

First School Tour
June 11, 8:00am
Interested in one of the best pre-K's in 
Decatur? First School will be having 
a free tour on Tues., June 11. No 
registration is required. Just show up!

Women on Mission
Tues., June 11, 10:30am in S-216
The Women on Mission will have their 
monthly meeting on June 11. All are 
welcome to attend!

Young at Heart and FBCD at the 
Gwinnett Striper's
Tues., June 18, 4:00pm-11:00pm
Love baseball? Join Young at Heart 
and the community at FBCD as they 
watch the Gwinnett Striper's take on 
the Louisville Bats! Tickets are $14 per 
person (cash or check only). RSVP 
by June 7 in the Welcome Center. 
Bus seating limited to first 25 people. 
Group will stop for dinner at the Varsity 
(Jimmy Carter Blvd) on the way. Meal 
not included in ticket price.

Deacon's Meeting
Tues., June 18, 7:00pm in S-304
The deacons will have their monthly 
meeting in at 7:00pm.

Congregational/Business Meeting
Wed., June 26, 6:30pm
FBCD members are invited to 
participate in a congregational/business 
meeting following dinner in Carreker 
Hall.

VBS Volunteer Training
Sun., June 30, following worship in 
Carreker Hall
Did you accept our invitation to 
volunteer for VBS? Thank you! There 
will be a mandatory training in Carreker 
Hall following worship this day for ALL 
volunteers. Free lunch is provided!

Holy Land Tour Preparation Session: 
A Brief History of Israel
Sun., June 30, 6:00pm
Are you fascinated by the rich history 
of Israel? Join Dr. Jordan in Carreker 
Hall as he continues a comprehensive 
overview of Israel’s complex history. 
This opportunity is designed with those 
attending the Holy Land Tour in mind, 
but is open to everybody! 

Summer Worship Schedule Continues
Sun., May 26 – Sun., July 28
During the summer, Sunday School 
begins at 9:30am and combined 
worship starts at 10:30am. (SS classes 
may meet earlier if preferred).

Wednesday Nights in July
There will be no Wednesday night 
dinner or evening activities during July.
There will be a Wednesday kick-off 
party on August 7 after the new school 
year begins.

Have something you would like 
included in the monthly newsletter?
The deadline is the 15th of each month 
prior to publication. Please have all 
materials submitted to Matt Snyder 
at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com by the 
deadline. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted. Thanks!

Receive WEEKLY Newsletters!
Did you know you could receive a 
newsletter update every week from First 
Baptist Decatur? These communications 
are sent via email each Tuesday. Simply 
go to fbcdecatur.com/subscribe to 
sign-up!

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
AND EVENTS
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

PASTOR ON CALL

Weekdays: 404-373-1653 
Weekends: 470-202-8622

BUDGET OFFERINGS

Through May 26, 2019

Offerings Received MTD  ......................... $64,905
Offerings YTD  ....................................... $394,882
Budget YTD  .......................................... $436,371
Budget YTD Ahead/(Behind)  ..............  ($41,488) 

Special Missions Offering  ............................$8,125
Benevolence Offerings  ................................ $7,519

**Consider making a reoccurring gift by signing up at fbcdecatur.com/giving
or by calling 404-373-1653.

No gift is too small!

GIVING
AT FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF DECATUR

GIVE ONLINE
If you call FBCD your faith community, 
we ask that you pray about giving 
financially to support, strengthen, and 
grow our ministries. You can give online 
by visiting: fbcdecatur.com/giving


