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Inventions and
the Fire of God
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“Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 
his appearing is as sure as the dawn ...”

– Hosea 6:3

The history of inventions is a fascinating study 
filled with discrepancies. For instance, the first steam 
engine was not invented in the eighteenth century by 
James Watt.1  Rather, it was probably some obscure 
Roman worker playing around with fire and water. 
Like many inventors, this Roman likely stumbled on 
the additional energy fire could create. In essence, the 
Romans first discovered that boiling water generated 
steam; they also found that keeping the steam enclosed 
created pressure that could make things move.2   

Hosea assured his people that the Lord’s appearance 
was as sure as the dawn. Similarly, the early church 
experienced a dawning, an awakening to God’s 
presence. It was a movement, a form of new and sacred 
energy at a time of the Jewish year called Pentecost. As 
Luke explains in the New Testament book The Acts of 
the Apostles, “...divided tongues as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them” 
(Acts 2:3). Luke describes this scene in metaphorical 
fashion and yet depicts God’s spirit clearly, in a way 
most could understand. There was something new and 
exciting, unpredictable and powerful, transformative 
and unifying.

From all over the world and speaking a multiplicity 
of languages, those gathered heard—each in his or her 
native tongue. Thus, from this small and insignificant 
group whose leader had just been executed as a traitor, 
begins a movement that would change the course of 
history. 

If, for some reason, you are feeling discouraged or 
insignificant this month, take heart. Know that often 
from difficulties and through, the reshaping of history 
begins—all with a little fire and the presence of God in 
your life. Like fire and water and steam, there is a good 
chance something just might start to move. Be open 
and ready; be prepared to receive whatever is in store 
for you this month by the surprising, transforming fire 
of God. For His appearance is as sure as the dawn.

Gratefully,
David

1. James Watt, in the eighteenth century, merely improved and 
perfected ideas that two other British inventors developed in the 
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. The Romans predated them 
all by about 1500 years.
2. Interestingly, the Romans never used steam for anything other than 
their Roman baths, as a child’s toy, and possibly a musical instrument 
similar to our pipe organ. Rather, the Romans relied on the abundance 
of slave labor. They were concerned that any potential labor-saving 
device could create unemployment and discontent among those needing 
to be kept busy with manual labor. 
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The month of June brings the fascinating shift into the rhythm of summer. Vacations for many are on the 
horizon, as are longer days and warmer temperatures. These changes also bring to mind the long legacy of 
change we continue to participate in through our Christian heritage. A couple of weeks ago, we highlighted 
the celebration of Pentecost in Acts 2. Also know as the birthday of the church, this exciting passage begins 
an entire book we call the Acts of the Apostles. Throughout, this New Testament story describes the many 
transformative changes the Spirit of God began to inspire in the early church. 

As we declared in worship on May 20th, the experience of Pentecost signaled a new beginning and a new 
perspective for those who would be following Jesus. No longer would language, social status or geography set 
limits on inclusion. 

Over the next nine weeks, we will be sharing together in a summer sermon and worship series we are 
calling “Summer of the Spirit.” We will move through some of the most compelling parts of the Book of 
Acts to remind ourselves of the valuable (and controversial) record of our earliest Christian ancestors. The 
background to so many of these passages is heavily weighted with meaning and filled with amazing parallels to 
our own struggles in the current political, commercial and religious climate. 

In addition to our scriptural journey, our talented musicians led by Katheryn Hartgrove and 
our Fresh Start Band, will be guiding us through some exciting music and leading us in what I believe will 

be a series of thrilling Sunday gatherings. I hope you enjoy these times of worship and learning as much as we 
enjoy preparing and presenting this incredibly relevant material for today’s world.

“Someday, after mastering the winds, the waves, the tides, 
and gravity, we shall harness for God the energies of love, 
and then, for a second time in the history of the world, we 

will have discovered fire”
—Pierre Teilhard de Cardin
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Each week on Sunday morning, if you were to walk 
down the hall on our preschool children’s wing there 
is no telling what you would discover. You may find 
children who are playing with blocks and building 
a new creation; you may hear the sound of laughter 
or some pretty intimidating questions; you may see 
our youngest attendees being shown the love of God 
through our volunteers. 

Upstairs, on the grade school wing, you will likely 
hear children reading the morning’s lesson from the 
Bible; you would find them talking about ways they 
can use the stories and scriptures they are learning in 
their real life; you would see them sharing their highs 
and lows, and praying for one another. 

We asked some of our regular volunteers and teachers 
why they choose to give their time and energy to our 
children on Sunday morning. Here is what they said:

“I started working with two-year-old children the 
year before my first niece was born so I could ‘practice’ 
with the children. That was 21 years ago and I’m still 
practicing each week. I have worked with grade school 
children, preschoolers and toddlers, and each one has 
its own challenges and teaching opportunities. Toddlers 
and preschoolers are my niche because I love seeing them 
learn new things, interact with each other and learn the 
basics of our faith. Many think that teaching toddlers just 
amounts to playing with them for an hour, but each week 
we have a time for play and a time to learn Bible stories. 
It amazes me the gems of stories they remember and can 
repeat back to us each week. I am taking some time off this 

summer, but I’m excited to return in the Fall to new and 
eager little ones.” -Mary Beth Lively, 2’s and 3’s Sunday 
School teacher

“I love working with the young children of FBCD! 
It gives me joy to know that I am helping to form the 
foundation of what these kiddos know about God’s love and 
grace. Your heart will also be very full when you see one of 
their faces light up upon greeting them on Sunday morning, 
the children love to spy a familiar face and will often give 
you a big, cheery hug!” -Kris Manning, 1’s and 2’s worship 
care volunteer, substitute Sunday School teacher

“I love being with children! I watch them with such 
amazement and wonderment. You just never know what 
they will say or do. It is such a blessing to do the work of 
faith formation with kids. In so many cases, we as teachers 
get to tell them the stories of our faith for the very first time. 
They are able to hear and engage with the text and the 
characters in such fresh and invigorating ways. I always 
learn from them!” -Devita Parnell, 1st and 2nd grade 
Sunday School teacher

We are now recruiting for Sunday School teachers and 
worship care volunteers for the 2018-2019 school year. 
If you would like to spend time with our children 
each week as a teacher, or as part of a rotation as 
a worship care volunteer, please contact Pastor 
Kristen. We guarantee that your life will be changed 
and impacted by the time you spend with the youngest 
among us!

TELL ME THE 
STORIES OF JESUS: 

Why children’s 
volunteers matter

Rev. Kristen Koger
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Volunteers still needed for 
Super Saturday: VBS Reimagined

We are still looking for adult volunteers to work 
with our children for VBS Reimagined on July 21st. 
We can’t have a successful event without the help of 
you all! 

We are looking for at least 2-3 people in each of 
these areas (although we will never say “no” to more 
than that). We would love to have you present the 
whole day, but we have opportunities available for 
just part of the day if that fits your schedule better!

Water Captains (small group guides - 6) Activity Helpers (for outings) Registration Leaders (3-4)
Celebration/Music Leaders (4-6)  Bible Story Leaders (2-4) Crafts Leaders (3-4)
Missions Leaders (2-4)    Recreation Leaders (3-4) Lunch Helpers (4-6)

VBS VOLUNTEER NEEDS:

If you’re interested for volunteering for any of these available positions, then email Kristen 
Koger at kkoger@fbcdecatur.com and let her know what role you’re interested in.
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From our new 
Youth Pastor!

Rev. Kelsey Lewis

When I was a kid, I wanted to travel the world. I 
fell in love with foreign languages and ate up Spanish, 
French, and German. I went on to study Business and 
Spanish at the University of South Carolina with hopes 
of being an international business woman. During 
my freshman year at South Carolina I realized that 
my business classes were quite boring to me and I had 
perhaps idealized international business, with a heavy 
focus on the “international” part. However it was 
during that time that I went on my first mission trip 
to Peru. Throughout my childhood, I had grown up in 
a Southern Baptist Church, which provided missions 
opportunities to serve overseas. I proceeded to spend 
every summer in Latin America, soaking in the culture 
and sharing the good news of the Gospel. 

I couldn’t seem to get missions out of my system, so 
after college, I went to Argentina for nearly two years 
to perform a demographic research project in Buenos 
Aires. Away from my home and my family for an 
extended period of time, God taught me much about 
myself during that time. As I interviewed Argentines 
for my research project, I heard a lot of stories about 
different faith backgrounds and upbringings, many of 
which were painful and even heart-breaking. While I 
had experienced a positive religious upbringing, many 
others had the opposite. It was through listening to 
these testimonies of broken faith and church hurt that 
I discerned a call to ministry in my life, knowing that 
there was a deep need for truly good news of love, 
acceptance, and inclusion in the family of God and that 

there were many wounds around the world that needed 
healing. 

There were years of unpacking to do after that, and 
my experience in Argentina was only the beginning 
of a path of spiritual formation that would lead me to 
FBC Decatur, but I look back on that time with mixed 
emotions: sadness for the grief experienced by myself 
and others, as well as appreciative for the lessons I 
learned about the importance of listening to the stories 
of others. We have so much to learn from others if we 
listen with open hearts. Everyone has a story to tell, and 
it isn’t always a black-and-white, good-vs-evil tale either. 
I can’t wait to learn from each of you at FBC Decatur, 
and my prayer for you is that you’d learn to listen along 
with me too. 
 
– Kelsey
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“All the believers were together and had everything 
in common. They sold property and possessions 
to give to anyone who had need. Every day they 

continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together with 

glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people.”

– Acts 2:43-47, NIV

I shared this with our young adults a few weeks ago, 
but I love this image of followers of Jesus in the first 
century! They chose to spend time with one another 
and they shared whatever they had without hesitation.

This passage also indicates they spent time with 
one another in the temple courts. Do you know what 
happened in the temple courts?

Pretty much everything! But likely, it was the outer 
courts where Gentiles (non-Jews) and the sick and the 
lame hung out. In other words, early followers of Jesus 
intentionally spent time with people marginalized by 
the religious system. Pretty remarkable!

And here’s my favorite part: “they broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts.” You know why I like that? Because I like to eat! 
It doesn’t mean they broke a literal piece of bread and 
ate it - it means that they had a meal together.

This image of early church life is easily lost on us in 
the 21st century. We think of “church” as something we 
“go to” in order to sit and listen to some person tell us 
how we should be living our life. But that’s not the case 
here at all, is it?

In the early church, we see followers of Jesus 
purposely choosing to do life together, intentionally 
spending time with others in need, and enjoying one 
another’s company.

By all indicators, there was no established hierarchy, 
there was no one specific person in charge. They held 
all things in common, including one another. How 
beautiful!

I write all this to say: I hope we can all model this 
with one another. Church isn’t somewhere we go; it’s 
something we are - a living, breathing organism. We 
are the ones who make it move, make it breathe, and 
allow it to shape the world.

– Matt

Twice a month, we have a group of about 10-
15 Young Professionals who get together to build 
community, make friendships, have fun together, and 
grow spiritually. 

In the last few months, we’ve had game nights at a 
local brewery, gone bowling in Decatur, as well as met 
in the homes of several in our congregation in order to 
learn from them, ask questions, and to pray together.

If you know someone in middle of their professional 
studies or starting out in the earlier parts of their career 
journey, we would love to have them join the rest of us 
each month! 

Contact Matt Snyder at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com or 
call him at the church: 404.373.1653 ext 2244.

On Being
the Church

YoPros at
FBC Decatur

Matt Snyder

Becky Stein Photography
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Our own Cynthia 
Jones interviewed 
in Atlanta Voyager

We have been very happy to have welcomed Cynthia 
Jones to our Ministry Team as our Administrative 
Professional. I (David), personally, have benefitted 
so much from her being part of our staff. Recently, 
however, we have discovered another side to Cynthia 
that we at First Baptist can be even more thankful for 
and impressed by. She has become quite a celebrity 
because of her faith, her attitude and the ways she lives 
her life. Insert the link below into your web browser 
and read this article on her from the Atlanta Voyager 
magazine. We are fortunate to have her with us!

Link:
http://voyageatl.com/interview/meet-cynthia-jones-
cee-jay-ministries-atlanta/

The following are the upcoming sermons for June 
2018. Dr. David Jordan will be preaching the 
following Sundays at 10:30am as part of our summer 
worship series: Summer of the Spirit!

June 3, 2018
Creative Conflict Management
Acts 6:1-7

June 10, 2018
Philip’s AAA Response
Acts 8:1-3; 26-40

June 17, 2018
Got Issues?
Acts 9:1-19

June 24, 2018
Struggling with Prejudice
Acts 10:1-43

LISTEN TO OUR MESSAGES ONLINE!
You can listen to past messages on the website by 
visiting fbcdecatur.com/sermons-online.  

You can also subscribe to our sermon podcast in 
iTunes, Spotify, and Stitcher, so you can listen to our 
messages on the go!
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announcements
the latest news, events, and updates from the FBCD community

Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Young at Heart meets for its monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, June 6th at 5:00pm in the Parlor. 

Young at Heart Gwinnett Stripers Game
All are invited to the Gwinnett Stripers game on June 
5th. The group will leave from the church at 4:00pm, 
stopping by the Varsity off Jimmy Carter on the way 
there for supper. First pitch is at 7:05pm. Cost is $20 
plus supper expense. Contact the church office to sign 
up!

Women on Mission
The Women on Mission meets for their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, June 12th beginning at 10:30am 
in S-216. 

First School  Tour
There will be a tour on June 14th at 8:00am for 
parents interested in First School at FBCD. No 
registration is required.

Blended Worship | June 3 - July 29, 2018
We are changing our Sunday morning schedule for 
the summer beginning in June! Sunday School starts 
at 9:15am followed by a combined worship service 
at 10:30am in the Sanctuary. This change is only for 
the summer. We have a lot planned for these blended 
worship services and cannot wait for our community 
to interact on a new level!

FREE Continental Breakfast
On Sunday, June 3rd and June 10th from 8:30-
9:15am in Carreker Hall, the Apostles Bible Study will 
be offering a free continental breakfast. Donations will 
be accepted to help cover costs. If your Sunday School 
class is interested in hosting a breakfast one Sunday this 
summer, contact rhampton@fbcdecatur.com

FBCD Family Dinners
There will be no Wednesday night programs during 
June and July; however, we will have two special 
dinners on June 20th and July 11th for our entire 
FBCD family! Details will be shared online and 
throughout the church as they emerge.

FBCD Post-Worship Cookout
On Sunday, June 24th following worship, there will 
be a cookout on the front lawn for the FBCD church 
community! Food is free, although donations will 
be accepted. Join us as we celebrate our community 
and learn how to better connect with our refugee 
neighbors.

Super Saturday | VBS Reimagined
July 21st, 9:00am-4:00pm
This summer for VBS we are trying something new 
and exciting! We will be having ONE all-day Saturday 
event for children who are rising Kindergarten through 
5th grade. The morning will involve a traditional 
VBS schedule (Bible story, music, crafts, etc.) and the 
afternoon will include a field trip to either the Atlanta 
Zoo or Georgia Aquarium. Register your child online 
by visiting fbcdecatur.com/VBS 

FBCD Staff Retreat
Our FBCD office and ministerial staff will be on a staff 
retreat June 25-28, 2018. The front office will be open 
for limited hours during those days and staffed only by 
volunteers. Please plan accordingly.

Young Professionals Community Group
The YoPro Community Group will be meeting on 
June 14th and 28th from 7:30-9:00pm. The group 
is for those who are in their professionals studies or 
the earlier parts of their career journeys. If you know 
anybody interested, have them contact Matt Snyder at 
msnyder@fbcdecatur.com

Apply for the Fall 2018 After School Program
First Camp is now accepting applications for the 
Fall 2018 After School Program. You can find an 
application and more information on the website, www.
fbcdecatur.com/camp
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

The Office will be operating on 
modified hours June 25-27th for the 
staff retreat.

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call one 
of the numbers below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon on Call:
May 28 - June 3 

– Carol May 
June 4 - 10 

– Debra Pyron
June 11 - 17  

– Bill Neal
June 18 - 24

– Craig Taylor 
June 25 - July 1

– Will Swinson

THIS SUMMER we have several opportunities for 
our church family to gather and have meals together. 
Here are some dates to look forward to:

June 3rd and 10th (possibly others)
FREE Continental Breakfasts from 8:30-9:15am prior 
to the Sunday School hour. Donations accepted to 
cover costs.

Wednesday, June 20th
FBCD Family Dinner in Carreker Hall at 5:30pm. 
Cost $7 per person.

Sunday, June 24th
Cookout on the front lawn following combined 
worship. Donations accepted to cover costs.

Wednesday, July 11th
FBCD Family Dinner in Carreker Hall at 5:30pm. 
Cost $7 per person.

FBCD Meals Together


