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All are one in Christ Jesus. No longer are we separate 
people. No longer should geographical boundaries 
or linguistic challenges or cultural differences place 
limits on God’s family. From no longer separate to 
forevermore together. According to Galatians, what 
Jesus has done for us and our world changes everything. 
Just as this is true for faith, it also has been at the heart 
of our American experiment. Yet, considering current 
social tensions, the vision of our faith and the trajectory 
of our society is being sorely tested.

There was a recent time in our country when Poles, 
Italians, and Irish were considered too strange and 
too disloyal. They had too many babies, couldn’t 
understand democracy, and would never offer 
allegiance to anyone but the Pope. Now, we know 
better about those minority groups. But we still have 
much to learn about others.  We confront serious issues 
in our country, and much of what we face is testing 
the limits of our vision as well as our patience. Current 
realities cast a long shadow on whatever progress we 
thought we had made. Whether between male and 
female, or having to do with race, sexual orientation 
or cultural background, we still have much work 
to do. This is true both in our country and in our 
congregations.

But the Bible reminds us consistently that 
meaningful change usually entails long struggles 
and significant adversity. Such was certainly the case 
with Paul’s attempts at a common vision among his 
disparate congregations. His letter to the churches in 

Galatia resulted from broad disagreements over who 
could be welcomed into the faith. We take for granted 
now the crescendo of his words in the passage above. 
But when composed, those words addressed a series of 
congregational conflicts that were quite significant and 
deeply serious. 

We modern day Christians continue to wrestle with 
how far we go in accommodating perspectives different 
from our own. But, according to Galatians, what Jesus 
has done changes everything. And whether we like it 
our not, we are far more connected with one another 
than we can imagine. 

We can work together, creatively and collaboratively, 
with understanding and compassion. Across the 
political spectrum, we must be wise, considerate, 
flexible, and forward-looking.

This month, think about ways you can take this 
biblical statement from Galatians 3:28 and turn it 
into reality. Consider your interactions during each 
day. Make a concerted effort to treat all in a way that 
demonstrates what God has already done through 
Jesus: we are woven together more tightly than we 
know and we intersect more deeply than we imagine. 
Because “no longer” are we separate; but forevermore, 
we are brothers and sisters. Jesus has made it so. Let us 
live accordingly. 

Gratefully, 
David

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave 
or free, there is no longer male or female; for all of you 

are one in Christ Jesus.”
 – Galatians 3:28
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I am grateful to so many of you who have given good feedback on our Summer Worship Series so 
far. We are so fortunate to have such talented musicians and Kathryn’s leadership, flexibility, skill and 
connections. Moving through the book of Acts and enjoying our fine variety of musical genres continues 
to be a real treat. I hope you feel the Spirit at work among us!

I also hope you will continue to be aware of the power of these stories in Acts of the early Christian 
church. Listen carefully for their struggles, successes, insights and resiliency. Many of the passages we are 
exploring this summer offer keys to understanding God’s work among the fellowship, then and now. 

The struggle of learning to live as a follower of Jesus didn’t end with the first century church. Let us 
work diligently, listen carefully and be aware increasingly of God’s work among us today.  I look forward 
to being with you in our One Worship and the Summer of the Spirit throughout the rest of this month.

If you missed a message, you can listen to it online at: fbcdecatur.com/sermons-online

Dr. Jordan recently published an article in Baptist 
News Global. Here is a glimpse:

“We are called to better vision, to see with eyes of 
wonder the many ways our lives are touched and blessed 
by others, along with how many opportunities we have to 
touch and bless the lives of those around us. Let us be wiser. 
Let us be grateful. Let us love God and one another with 
all we have and all we are. In doing so, we do God’s will, 
on earth, as it is in heaven...”

You can read more at: https://baptistnews.com/
article/cynicism-pales-in-the-face-of-wonder/

To read more of Dr. Jordan’s writings, visit his 
website at: http://www.fromjordansstormybanks.com/
blog/my-thoughts/

Cyncism Pales 
in the Face of 
Wonder
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VBS Volunteers Still Needed

Our VBS Super Saturday is three weeks away! Our 
registration numbers are being added to each day, and 
we are excited to offer this different option for VBS this 
summer. 

We still have openings in several slots for VBS, 
and would love for you to be a part of this fun day 
as we welcome children from our church and our 
community. You can see the current list of volunteer 
needs below.

If you are interested in learning more about any 
of these opportunities and what they involve, or are 
ready to sign up for one today, contact Pastor Kristen 
at kkoger@fbcdecatur.com or by calling the church 
office. 

Water Captains (small group guides - 5) Registration Leaders (2) Preschool Leaders (2)  
Bible Story Leaders (1)    Crafts Leaders (1)  Missions Leaders (1)  
Recreation Leaders (2)    Lunch Helpers (5)

VBS VOLUNTEER NEEDS:

Once again, if you’re interested for volunteering for any of these available positions, then 
email Kristen Koger at kkoger@fbcdecatur.com and let her know what role you’re interested in.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
UPDATE

Rev. Kristen Koger
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Children’s Sunday School
Teachers Needed for Fall

Sunday School Promotion +
Blessing of the Backpacks

While we are still in the middle of summer, here at the 
church we are already planning for the fall. On May 27th 
in worship, some of our committed children’s volunteers 
shared why they enjoy working with our children. One 
volunteer said “I love seeing the excitement that the kids 
have when they come into the room, and how they love 
hearing the stories from the Bible.” Another volunteer 
said, “Many times, we as the teachers are the ones that are 
helping our children know and love the stories of our faith 
for the first time! And that is such a privilege!” 

We are currently looking to fill 4-5 teaching slots for the 
Fall. We need 2 people that would be willing to teach our 4 
and 5 year old class, and 2-3 people that would be willing to teach our 1st-3rd grade class. 

We plan to offer teacher training for all teachers who work with children so that everyone feels equipped to do the 
good work they have committed to. All teachers must also pass a background check. 

If you would like to receive more information about what is involved when it comes to teaching our children, or would 
like to sign up to be a teacher for one of these classes, please contact Pastor Kristen at kkoger@fbcdecatur.com or call the 
church office.

It’s hard to believe we are already talking about the 
beginning of school. But summer is halfway over! Students 
will return back to school in a month, and we would like 
to take time to bless our students and teachers as they 
return to the classroom. 

In worship on August 5, we are inviting any student 
(preschool through graduate school), teacher (at any age 
level), or education support person (guidance counselor, 
bus driver, cafeteria worker, etc) to bring their backpack 
or school bag to church, and we will offer a blessing 
over them and their upcoming school year. We will have 
buttons for our older children, youth and adults to pin 
on their bags, and luggage tags for our younger children to 

hang on their bags. Our hope is when they see these items, they will remember that their church family is praying 
for them.

In addition to the backpack blessing, we will also be kicking off a new Sunday School year on August 5th, and 
our children will move to their new classes! More information will be shared in the August edition of the Outlook 
and in the children’s ministry newsletter so that you know which class your child will be attending this year. 

We hope you will join us on August 5th as we begin a new school and Sunday School year with our children, 
youth, and teachers. 
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WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS

AT FBCD

AUGUST 8, 2018 – Our Wednesday night 
programming kicks off on August 8th at 6:30pm. 
We’re calling it the “Wednesday Night Collective,” a 
community gathering of varied interests and passions 
which all, in their own respects, reflect the creativity 
and beauty of God.

Here is a list of upcoming opportunities within the 
Wednesday Night Collective:

•	 A Cosmic Character Sketch: Science, the 
Bible, and Everything (Paul Wallace)
•	 Farm to Faith (led by the Decatur Farmer’s 
Market)
•	 FBCD Kids (Kristen Koger)
•	 FBCD Youth (Kelsey Lewis)
•	 Sanctuary Choir (Kathryn Hartgrove)
•	 Yoga (Jotholyn Mason)

More information about these offerings can be found 
on our website later this month.

The following are the upcoming sermons for July 
2018. Dr. David Jordan will be preaching most of the 
following Sundays at 10:30am as part of our summer 
worship series: Summer of the Spirit!

July 1, 2018
And We Were First Called Christians
Acts 11:19-26

July 8, 2018
Shut the Front Door! (Rev. Kristen Koger)
Acts 12:6-17

July 15, 2018
Best Laid Plans
Acts 16:1-10

July 22, 2018
Colorful Leadership
Acts 13:1

LISTEN TO OUR MESSAGES ONLINE!
You can listen to past messages on the website by 
visiting fbcdecatur.com/sermons-online.  

You can also subscribe to our sermon podcast in 
iTunes, Spotify, and Stitcher, so you can listen to our 
messages on the go!
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announcements
the latest news, events, and updates from the FBCD community

Blended Worship | through July 29, 2018
Our Summer Sunday morning schedule continues 
throughout the rest of this month. Sunday School 
starts at 9:15am followed by a combined worship 
service at 10:30am in the Sanctuary.

Young at Heart Guided Tour of the CDC Museum
All are invited to join YAH for a tour of the CDC 
Museum on August 16th beginning at 10:00am. If 
you’re interested in going, you must sign up in the 
front office no later than August 6th due to CDC 
security protocols. The group will be stopping for 
lunch at Athens Pizza after the tour. 

Church-wide Breakfast, Sunday July 8th
On Sunday, July 8th there will be no Sunday School. 
Instead, we will gather in Carreker Hall at 9:15am for 
a church-wide breakfast! While the cost of this meal is 
free, we will be accepting donations to help off-set the cost.

Women on Mission
The Women on Mission meets for their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, July 10th beginning at 10:30am 
in S-216.

FBCD Summer Wednesday Dinner
There is a Wednesday night dinner on Wednesday, July 
11th at 5:30pm. Cost is $7 per person. Make plans to 
join us for this special event! 

Super Saturday | VBS Reimagined
July 21st, 9:00am-4:00pm
This summer for VBS we are trying something new 
and exciting! We will be having ONE all-day Saturday 
event for children who are rising Kindergarten through 
5th grade. The morning will involve a traditional 
VBS schedule (Bible story, music, crafts, etc.) and the 
afternoon will include a field trip to either the Atlanta 
Zoo or Georgia Aquarium. Register your child online 
by visiting fbcdecatur.com/VBS 

Young Professionals Community Group
The YoPro Community Group will be meeting on July 
26th from 7:30-9:00pm. The group is for those who 
are in their professionals studies or the earlier parts of 

their career journeys. If you know anybody interested, 
have them contact Matt Snyder at msnyder@fbcdecatur.
com

SAVE THE DATES!
Wednesday Night Kickoff Party
We will have a Wednesday Night Kickoff Party on 
Wednesday, August 1st! Dinner will be at 5:30pm 
in Carreker Hall followed by a special look at our 
Wednesday night programming for the Fall. 

Fresh Start and Sanctuary Services Return!
Our Fresh Start service (8:45am) and Sanctuary 
Service (11:15am) will return on August 5th!

Wednesday Night Programming Begins
Our Wednesday night programming officially begins 
on August 8th at 6:30pm. For a list of upcoming 
offerings in the collective, see the previous page or visit 
fbcdecatur.com

Gathering of Remembrance for
Christina Fincher McCready
There will be a small gathering of remembrance 
for Christina Fincher McCready on Wednesday, 
August 15th from 6:30-8:00pm in the Parlor. Jim 
McCready will be there leading this informal time of 
remembrance.
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

The Office will be closed Wednesday, 
July 4th in observance of 
Independence Day.

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call one 
of the numbers below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon on Call:
June 25 - July 1 

– Will Swinson 
July 2 - 8 

– Ron Thomas
July 9 - 15  

– Tracy Pondo
July 16 - 22

– Todd Smith 
July 23 - 29

– Lou Ann Brown

JULY 2018 - We have a few more opportunities for 
our church family to have meals together:

Sunday, July 8th
There will be no Sunday School, but instead we’ll 
gather in Carreker Hall at 9:15am for a church-wide 
breakfast!

Wednesday, July 11th
FBCD Family Dinner in Carreker Hall at 5:30pm. 
Cost $7 per person.

Sunday, July 15th
The Verdery Sunday School class is sponsoring a light, 
continental breakfast in Carreker Hall prior to Sunday 
School from 8:30-9:15am.

Sunday, July 22nd
The Fellowship Class is sponsoring a light, continental 
breakfast in Carreker Hall prior to Sunday School 
from 8:30-9:15am.

FBCD Meals Together


