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Advent 
 
As I said last week, in Christian tradition, this time of year is called Advent. The word is of Latin 
origin and means “coming.” Advent is about waiting for Jesus to come – in at least three senses.  
 
Chronologically, as we move toward Christmas Day, we wait for Jesus to come.  
 
Spiritually, we wait for Jesus to come, or come again, into our hearts.  
 
Cosmically, we wait for Jesus to come again to our world.  
 
Today we reach the second Sunday of Advent. We have lit the second Advent candle, 
traditionally symbolizing love. So let us reflect this morning on how Jesus means love. More 
particularly, Jesus means that in relation to the rebellious world that God made, God chose love. 
God chose love. And that love culminated in Jesus Christ.  
 
The Big Story: God Creates a World 
 
The Bible is often mistakenly treated as a more-or-less random collection of stories, laws and 
inspirational quotes to put on greeting cards. There’s Samson and Delilah, here’s a clever 
proverb, there’s the Ark of the Covenant, here’s Paul talking again about circumcision, there’s a 
bunch of holiness laws in Leviticus, here’s Jesus healing a blind man…round and round it goes, 
sometimes seeming to have no particular rhyme or reason to it.  
 
I think the problem is partly the unfortunate way we often handle the Bible in preaching and 
Christian education. And it’s partly intrinsic to a collection of very diverse texts produced over 
many centuries, for very different purposes, and written by and to very different kinds of people. 
(First Baptist University will address the challenge of understanding the Bible this winter when 
our own Bill Fulkerson will teach a course called the History of the Bible.) 
 
Advent seems like a very good time to clarify at least one preacher’s understanding of the broad 
narrative thread that runs through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Once you have that 
central narrative clearly understood, then the various parts of the Bible can begin to make sense 
in relation to it.  
 
The central narrative of scripture is, in my view, the story of God’s decision to remain in 
relationship, however difficult, with the rebellious world that God made, loves, and has every 
right to govern. 
 



“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gn. 1:1). The Bible makes no 
argument for God’s existence, but instead simply claims what most people in most parts of the 
world have always instinctively understood, that this universe did not make itself. It was made 
by a god, or the gods, or in the case of Genesis 1, the one and only God, Creator of all.  
 
This is God’s universe. And this part of God’s universe that we call Earth is God’s Earth. And 
every one of the millions of species that we see around us is God’s species. Even the snakes.  
 
And one of these species, the one that we belong to, homo sapiens, humanity, has a special place 
in God’s sight. We also were made by God and belong to God, with special status and special 
responsibility. So every tribe belongs to God. Every nation belongs to God. Every individual 
belongs to God. Every person who has ever lived, lives today, or will ever live, belongs to God.  
 
This is God’s world. We exist by God’s choice. We breathe this very day by God’s grace. 
 
The Bible does not say why God created, and so it is left to theologians and regular people to 
wonder. God could have just hung out with God for all eternity. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one 
in three and three in one, surely they would have had plenty to talk about. But instead God said 
“let there be light,” and it all began.  
 
And God said of us, here on this little planet, “Let us make humankind in our image, in our 
likeness, and let them have dominion” over pretty much everything, and so that is what 
happened: “So God created humankind in his image. In the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them” (Gen. 1:26-27)  
 
In Genesis 1 the story ends with these lovely words: “God saw everything that he had made, 
and it was very good” (Gen. 1:31). 
 
God’s Painful Journey with Humanity 
 
And it was very good. For about one chapter. And then the serpent slithered into the garden, 
tempting the man and the woman to distrust and disobey the God who had made them, spoken to 
them, provided for them, and instructed them as to what the rules were in their little garden 
paradise. There was one simple prohibition, and they proceeded to break that one simple 
prohibition, and then came…well, the rest of the Bible, the rest of human history.  
 
Whatever genre we believe we are encountering in Genesis 2-3, the story ought to ring true to us. 
God made a good world. Humans were perfectly well provided for. They even got to hang out 
with God directly. God made one little prohibition. That one little prohibition was rejected.  
 
And so began God’s painful journey with humanity. A good God made a good world. That good 
world, led by the species at its pinnacle, turned in rebellion against God. That rebellion was 
manifested in a thousand different ways. One of the worst of these was one of the earliest – Cain 
killed Abel, the first of ten thousand times ten thousand times ten million times when one person 
bearing God’s image destroyed another person bearing God’s image.  
 



I have always been struck by these incredibly painful words in Genesis 6:5-6:  
 
“The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry 
that he had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.” 
 
 This text gives us a very profound clue about both the nature of God and the reason why God 
created our universe, our planet, ourselves. God created us as very good and wanted us to grow 
into even greater goodness. God created human beings in his likeness, resembling him, and 
wanted us to grow in that resemblance. God created us for relationship with God and with each 
other, and wanted us to grow in those relationships. God created us by and for love, and wanted 
us to grow in love.  
 
Instead we began killing each other. Oppressing each other. Wronging each other. Not just in 
small ways but in large ones. Not just with garden-variety hurts but demonic cruelty. Humans 
became imaginatively, creatively, cleverly evil.  
 
And so then God had a choice. God had to decide what to do with humanity gone wrong, so 
wrong that, according to Paul, the creation itself groaned under the weight of human rebellion 
and sin (Rom 8).  
 
You may remember God’s actions in those early chapters in Genesis. In Genesis 3, God 
encountered rebellious Adam and Eve, questioned them, and exiled them from the Garden. And 
yet God provided for their needs. In Genesis 4 God pleaded with Cain to watch out for his 
boiling anger against his brother, but to no avail; after Cain killed Abel, God judged and yet 
cared for Cain. And in Genesis 6 God decides to “blot out from the earth the human beings that I 
have created…for I am sorry that I have made them.”  
 
And yet, there was one man worth saving: “But Noah found favor in the sight of the Lord.” And 
so the Ark, and a saving remnant, and a new start for humanity. After the flood, God says:  
“I will never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the inclination of the human 
heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done” 
(Gen. 8:21).  
 
God starts over. The earth is to be repopulated. God makes a sacred covenant with Noah, the first 
of many recorded in the Bible. God picks a people – Israel – to be a kingdom of priests, and a 
holy nation. God makes covenant with that people through Abraham and Sarah, through Moses, 
through David.  
 
A friend of mine wrote a book in which he called this “the long march of redemption.” God’s 
painful journey with humanity never stops being painful, either for God or for humanity. We are 
damaged, sinful, weak, and mortal. Our relationship with God is damaged and fragile. God 
grows weary of us. Maybe we grow weary of God. God looks at us through tears even as we 
sometimes look at God through tears. God grieves over us. And yet God never gives up on us. 
God chooses to love us.  
 



The Eschatological Banquet of Isaiah 25 
 
Our OT passage for this morning takes up one of the loveliest images in the Bible, an image that 
works its way through both OT and NT and is very important in Jesus’ teaching as well. The 
image is of a great banquet at the end of time. Scholars call it the “eschatological banquet.” Try 
that one on your friends this week. 
 
Creation begins in a garden with two people. Eschatological banquet passages usually involve a 
multitude of banqueters on a mountain – perhaps Mt. Sinai, perhaps Jerusalem. Maybe banquet 
images were particularly resonant to hungry people, as the people of the OT and NT so often 
were. Maybe banquet images were particularly resonant to peasant and farmer and landless type 
people who never got invited to the banquets held in the homes of royalty and the rich. Maybe 
banquet images were particularly resonant to peoples whose lives were so often disrupted by 
war, when agriculture was disrupted and you could barely scrape together enough to eat. And for 
people surrounded by enemies, who could hardly imagine a time in which the hatred would end, 
the weapons laid down, and enemies become friends and dine together at last.  
 
Our text for today points us to the future God has for us, because God chooses love. This is no 
longer Genesis 1-2, no longer a future for innocent sinless people. This is the future after our 
rebellion and our sin have been overcome in the love of God:  
 
On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
A feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
Of rich food filled with marrow, 
Of well-aged wines strained clear.  
And he will destroy on this mountain 
The shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
The sheet that is spread over all nations; 
He will swallow up death forever.  
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
And the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
For the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
A banquet to which everyone is invited. Good, abundant food and drink for all. No more killing. 
No more death, swallowed up forever. No more tears. No more disgrace. Salvation. It is coming. 
Because, despite our rebellion and our sin, God chooses to love us, all the way to redemption.  
 
For God So Loved the World 
 
Christians believe that the culminating act in God’s long march of redemption is Jesus Christ. 
We believe that he is the Messiah promised to Israel. We believe that he is the Son of God. We 
believe that he is God in the flesh. We believe that he is the Savior and Lord of the world – 



Savior of all who accept his offer of salvation, Lord (for now) of all who covenant to be his 
people, Lord one day of all without exception. Because one day every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess that he is Lord.  
 
But he came to us not in power but in weakness. Not with coercion, but with invitation. Not with 
sword, but healing. Not with judgment but with mercy.  
 
And so our text this morning, a famous one from John 3:16-17: 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
Even John the Baptist preached a Messiah of judgment, of wrath, one soon to put an ax to the 
trees and throw the bad ones into the fire (Mt 3:7-10). But Jesus came, preaching the good news 
of the dawning kingdom of God, a kingdom coming by love and not hate, by mercy and not 
wrath, by forgiveness and not judgment.  
 
In Jesus, we see the final act of the long drama of redemption. God’s painful journey with 
humanity ends with God becoming human, showing and telling of his great love for us, and 
dying at our hands.  
 
God chose love. That love climaxed in Jesus Christ: God incarnate, God crucified, God 
triumphant, through the surprise of offering suffering love to rebellious sinners such as us.  
 
What Shall We Say?  
 
What shall we say to a story like this? It is a big story. A breathtaking one. A story that many no 
longer find easy to believe. I hope it is a story – the story – that you and I believe with all our 
hearts.  
 
But more than belief. To the story that God made this world, that God loves this world, and that 
God sent his only Son Jesus to redeem this world for good and all, a response is needed with life 
and not just belief.  
 
God chose love. So we must choose love. For God, assuredly. For each other, definitely. For the 
world around us, absolutely. And for ourselves. For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son. That includes you.  
 
So live as if you know that the God who made the universe loves you with an infinite love.  
 
So live as if each person you encounter is worthy of your best attempt to love them as God has 
loved you.  
 
Amen.  
 



 
 


