
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW DEACONS!

letter from david • new interim pastor for adult education • ministry 
updates • deacon ordination • library news • and more
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YOU AND FBCD
A LIGHT FOR GOD'S
SALVATION
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David Jordan
Senior Pastor

Happy February everyone! A few weeks ago, one of our Epiphany scriptures was also 
from Isaiah: “Arise, shine, for your light has come; and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you” (Isaiah 60:1). 

This passage, combined with the one above (Is. 49:6), conveys a clear vision of  sacred 
intimacy along with full participation in God’s purposes for the world. Isaiah’s idea of light 
and salvation is highly spiritual; and, the image he provides also visibly practical, having 
much to do with structures, attitudes, and proactive inclusion in daily life. In both passages, 
we can almost hear the rhythm of God’s heartbeat for humanity pulsating with the hope of 
holy connectedness for all creation. 

“Salvation,” best translated “wholeness,” or “wellness,” presents us with a divine challenge 
of this universal connection.* From Isaiah, God’s hopeful dream re-emerges with Jesus, 
continues with the Early Church and still propels the soaring imagery of modern prophets. 
Persevering for peace and working for justice remain longstanding biblical callings. And 
while sometimes appearing elusive in our day, this sacred challenge to be “God’s light for the 
nations” on behalf of God’s salvation persists as a bedrock principle. 

Earlier in Isaiah, in the nineteenth chapter, the prophet paints this dramatic image of a 
highway connecting Assyria, Israel, and Egypt. These were three bitter enemies and eternal 
rivals. But in Isaiah’s image of God’s ultimate vison, they would speak the same language, 
worship the same God, and have the same goals of unity and prosperity. This divine dream 
is nothing the prophet imagines happening by chance, but by a dramatic in-breaking of 
God’s blessedness where erstwhile enemies become passionate friends. And for the vision to 
come alive in the real world, God’s inbreaking also needs willing women and men of faith 
willing to serve in this risky but awesomely rewarding love that God’s light and salvation 
convey.

For this month, then, with the power God’s love, feel the light of God in your life. 
Honor God’s presence in all you do; let God use you, and trust the grace and blessedness of 
what happens next will be in the strong, steady, saving hands of  God. And be ready to shine 
with the light of God’s salvation! Amen.

* Ironically, Isaiah’s words emerge from the traumatic events of exile and displacement (597-
539 BC). Jerusalem lay in ruins. The temple had been destroyed. God had seemed by many to be 
distant and silent. And yet, some of the most hopeful words in the Bible were inspired from these 
most difficult of times.

"I will give you as a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

– Isaiah 49:6

PAUL WALLACE
OUR NEW INTERIM PASTOR 
FOR ADULT EDUCATION
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When: Monday nights (2/18-4/22) from  
            6:00 – 7:30p.m.
What: Invitation to Psalms
Who: Facilitator, Dr. David Jordan
Cost: $15.00
Benefit: Life-changing

DISCIPLESHIP 
BIBLE STUDY
INVITATION TO 
THE PSALMS!

Beginning Monday, February 18, you are 
invited on a journey through Psalms, one of 
the most amazing books of the Bible.

Spanning the whole range of human 
emotion and probing the depths of spiritual 
potential, Psalms is a treasure house of 
biblical wisdom. Our Bible’s collection of 
150 psalms gives us permission to embrace 
our feelings, to encounter the world more 
completely, to understand one another more 
fully, and to hear God more clearly. 

This will be a ten week class using 
materials from Disciple Bible Study. David 
has facilitated countless groups over the 
years with these excellent programs, and 
we know you will find what we share to be 
one of the best combinations of meaningful 
spirituality, biblical scholarship, and 
contemporary insight that you will ever 
encounter. 

Cost for the class is $15.00 which covers 
the cost of your study book, Invitation to 
Psalms, by Michael Jenkins. We hope you 
will join us on this terrific ten-week journey 
into meaningful, excellent Bible Study. 
Sign-ups have begun and can be found 
online at fbcdecatur.com/news

We are pleased to announce the newest 
addition to our church staff: Rev. Dr. Paul 
Wallace!

Beginning this month, Paul will be 
overseeing all aspects of adult education 
at First Baptist Decatur, including helping 
with curriculum development for Sunday 
School classes as well as organizing 
educational opportunities for Wednesday 
night Bible studies and more.

Paul is a teacher, writer, and speaker who 
believes that education plays a central role 
in the spiritual formation of all people. In 
addition to serving at First Baptist Decatur, 
he teaches physics and astronomy at Agnes 
Scott College and writes and speaks at the 
intersection of faith and science.

He holds a PhD in physics from 
Duke University and an MDiv with a 
concentration in historical theology from 
Emory University’s Candler School of 
Theology. He was ordained at First Baptist 
Decatur in 2014.

Paul has also taught at Hampden-
Sydney College, Berry College, Candler, 

and Columbia Theological Seminary. For 
three years he was a NASA Faculty Fellow at 
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
MD, and twice served on the faculty of 
the Emory-Tibet Science Initiative in 
Dharamsala, India.

His published articles range from the 
scientific to the popular. His first book, Stars 
Beneath Us: Finding God in the Evolving 
Cosmos, was released in 2016 by Fortress 
Press. Other books are forthcoming in 2019 
from Fortress and Cambridge.

Paul is a fan of apophatic theology, 
Johnny Cash, the planet Saturn, and birds. 
He lives in Decatur with his wife Elizabeth, 
three kids, and orange cat.

We pray that you join us in welcoming 
Paul to our team!

https://fbcdecaturga.wufoo.com/forms/wm91r8028q5ay/
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Over the Christmas holiday, I had the 
opportunity to spend the week with my 
family back in VA. I was also the fill in 
babysitter for my one-year-old nephew. Now 
Jeremy is sweet and wonderful. But when it 
comes to bedtime, he doesn’t want to sleep. 
I think it’s just because he is an extrovert 
and wants to keep hanging out with people. 
But that’s just my opinion. 

One night in particular, he was having a 
hard time settling down and going to bed. 
My brother took over for my sister-in-law 
and went into Jeremy’s room and started 
walking him and humming songs to him. 

My brother and I had very different 
experiences and opinions of church as we 
grew up. I wanted to be there every time 
the doors were open, and he would have 
preferred to have some Sunday’s at home. 
When given the chance in college to choose 
his church attendance, my brother chose to 
be a bedside Baptist for a few years. 

But every time we would come home, 
and my brother would start whistling (our 
whole family whistles…all the time), 75% 
of the time he was whistling a church hymn. 
"Amazing Grace," "All Creatures of Our 
God and King," the "Doxology," "The First 
Noel" – these were the songs that were in his 
head (or maybe his heart) even though he 
hadn’t attended church in a while. 

So, on this evening when my brother, 
now a father, was trying to calm down his 
extroverted child, he starts humming. And 
through the nursery door into the hallway, I 
hear “Silent Night” being hummed. Maybe 
he was subconsciously trying to tell my 
nephew that it was time to be silent, but I 
think it was something deeper than that. I 
think it was that my brother was returning 
to the songs he knows best- the songs his 
heart will never let him forget. 

Whether they are hymns or 

For many years, FBC Decatur has called 
Bob Williamson when a family member was 
in the hospital or when there was someone 
scheduled for surgery or we had a pastoral 
care need. With Bob’s retirement, we are 
implementing a new way to get in touch 
with a member of the pastoral staff in case 
of pastoral emergencies (hospitalizations, 
deaths, etc.)

If you find that you need to reach a 
pastor during the week, please call the 
church office at 404-373-1653 and we will 
be in touch with you. If there is a need to 
speak to a pastor on the weekend, you can 
call the new pastor on call number at 470-
202-8622. This number will be active from 
Friday at noon through Sunday evening. 
We have organized a rotation of our pastoral 
staff who will be “on call” for the weekend 
so that we don’t miss any pastoral care need. 

If you have any questions about the 
pastor on call number, please contact the 
church office.

For the second year in a row, on 
Epiphany Sunday we have handed out stars 
with a word on them to each person present 
in worship. This word is meant to guide and 
challenge you in the year ahead. You may 
not be able to see how the word will play 
into your life right now, but we hope as the 
year goes on, the word will work its way into 
your comings and goings. We encourage you 
to place the word in a spot where you will 
see it regularly. We will also be reaching out 
to some of your over the next few months 
and asking you if you would like to share 
about how your word is impacting you. 

If you were not in worship on the day 
we handed out star words – no worries! 
We have plenty of star words left. You can 
stop by the office and see Pastor Kristen 
during the week, or pick one up on Sunday 
mornings during the Fresh Start and 
Sanctuary worship services.

contemporary worship songs, these are the 
songs of our faith. And whether we realize 
it our not, our children are watching and 
listening when we share in song while 
worshipping together. When we gather 
to worship, we show our children what it 
means to follow God. When we lift our 
voices, we show our children what it means 
to praise our Creator. When we sing out, 
hopefully the words we are singing are 
making an imprint on our heart, and they 
are words that we can return to when we 
need them most. 

Friends, I hope that as we gather to 
worship you will let the songs we share be 
ones that you carry with you. If you are 
a parent or grandparent, I hope you will 
encourage your child to sing the songs. 
Music is one of the easiest ways we can help 
children engage in worship. And we may 
not think it matters right now, but who 
knows what songs they will be humming 
or whistling 20 years from now. That, my 
friends, is worship.

CHILDREN

PASTOR

EPIPHANY
AND CHURCH 
HYMNS

ON CALL 
CONTACT INFO

STARS

Kristen Koger
Pastor for Children & Families
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DEACON ORDINATION
JANUARY 27, 2019

On January 27, 2019, we gathered in the Rutland Chapel at FBCD and ordained our 
five newest deacons into ministry: Lorin Boren, Sylvia Chandler, Beth Fucile Furuta, 
Carol Hadley, and Quentin Pirkle. Other Deacons being commissioned for new terms 
of service were: Susan Bennett, Jeremy Lewis, Scott Morris, Nancy Norman, and Peggy 
Smith.

We are excited for what this year has in store for our faith community and the vital role 
these deacons and others are going to serve this year. Join us in congratulating and praying 
for our new deacons!

We are pleased to announce that 
Matthew Morris officially became a member 
at First Baptist Decatur on Sunday, January 
20! We are planning to have a special 
baptism service for Matthew on Sunday, 
February 17. Mark your calendars and come 
support Matthew!

Interested in becoming a member? It's 
really easy! Simply come up to any of our 
ministry staff on Sunday and let them know 
you would like to join. 

Dr. Paul Wallace, our new Interim Pastor 
for Adult Education will be leading a Bible 
study called "An Introduction to Biblical 
Wisdom" on Wednesdays at 6:30pm 
throughout the month of February.

Other opportunities will include: FBCD 
Kids, Youth Cafe, Sanctuary Choir, Gentle 
Yoga (5:00pm), and Candlelight Yoga and 
Meditation flow (6:30pm). 

More information on these classes can 
be found at fbcdecatur.com/wednesday. 

NEW MEMBERS

NEW! THIS 
MONTH AT 
THE FBCD 
LIBRARY

WED. NIGHTS

We have a lot of new books in the library 
this month you might be interested in, 
including:

Picture Book
• I’m a Duck by Eve Bunting. Lovely 

pictures by a well known author and 
illustrator.

Juvenile Fiction  
• The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or The Three 

Magical Children and Their Holy Dog 
by Adam Gidwitz. Donated by Steve 
and Judy Mayer in memory of Rusty 
Mayer.

Juvenile Non-Fiction
• The First Love Story: Adam, Eve, and 

Us 
• This is the DAY by Tim Tebow 
Adult Fiction
• The Reckoning by John Grisham. A 

wildly popular author’s newest.
Adult Non-Fiction 
• Moral Leadership for a Divided Age 

by David Gushee
• Anxious for Nothing by Max Lucado 
• Is this All There Is? On Resurrection 

and Eternal Life by Gerhard Lohfink 
• Longbron by Jo Baker 
• The Power of Love by Bishop Michael 

Curry. The words spoken by Bishop 
Curry at the wedding of Meghan 
Markle and Prince Harry were the 
inspiration for this book.

These are just a few of the many new 
editions to the Allen Memorial Library. We 
are blessed to have one of the largest church 
libraries anywhere. Stop by when you can 
and check it out!
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http://fbcdecatur.com/wednesday
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Each month, we thought it would be fun 
to give you a glimpse at some of the books 
our staff are reading. If you share an interest 
with one of them, then why not grab coffee 
together and chat about it! 

David Jordan
• Fascism: A Warning by Madeline 

Albright 
• The Game: Harvard, Yale and America 

in 1968 by George Howe Colt
Kelsey Lewis

• Your Future Self Will Thank You: 
Secrets to Self-Control from the Bible 
and Brain Science by Drew Dyck 

• Listening to Your Life by Frederick 
Buechner 

• The Prophets by Abraham Heschel
Kristen Koger

• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
• Inspired by Rachel Held Evans

Matt Snyder
• A Legacy of Ashes: A History of the CIA 

by Tim Wiener 
• The Remarkable Ordinary by Frederick 

Buechner 
Nancy Baines

• Detours: The Unpredictable Path to 
Your Destiny by Dr. Tony Evans 

Randall Hampton
• Becoming by Michelle Obama 
• Curating Church: Strategies for 

Innovative Worship by Jacob D. Myers 

Our youth group is headed on a mission trip to Plains, GA for CBF's March Mission 
Madness! Kelsey has 15-20 spots available for youth and will fill them on a first come, 
first serve basis. Cost is $150 per person.

Interested in attending? Email Kelsey Lewis at klewis@fbcdecatur.com to reserve 
your spot ASAP!

Youth and parents – save the date for the annual Youth Beach Retreat! This year's 
retreat will be June 10-14 at Surfside Christian Retreat Center in Panama City Beach, FL. 
Cost is $295 per student. We hope our students can make plans to join us!

Did you know the average age of a homeless person is 9-years-old? With the 
cold weather at its peak, it’s imperative we help people find warm shelter. FBCD 
is partnering with Compassionate Atlanta, Inc. and other local churches to 
address this need. But they really need volunteers (like you!) to help.

For detailed information on how you can contribute, visit fbcdecatur.com/
news or contact Shelly Fine at shelfine@gmail.com

Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Sun., Feb. 3, 12:30pm, Parlor
Young at Heart will have its monthly 
meeting at 12:30pm in the church 
parlor following worship.

2020 Holy Land Tour Orientation 
and Interest Meeting
Mon., Feb. 4, 6:00pm, Carreker Hall 
Are you interested in signing up for 
the Holy Land Tour in 2020 led by Dr. 
David Jordan? You’re invited to this 
orientation and interest meeting to learn 
more and sign up. 

Conversations with Tayari Jones
Tues., Feb. 5, 7:00pm
Tayari Jones is the New York Times 
Bestselling author of Silver Sparrow and 
An American Marriage, and she will be 
here on Feb. 5 to share her wisdom, 
writing, and life experience in the 
Conversations series by Georgia Center 
for the Book.

Lunch and Learn with Deborah 
Garrard & Young at Heart
Thurs., Feb. 7, 12:00-1:00pm 
Do you want to get better at loving 
yourself, at taking care of yourself 
through mindfulness, spirituality, and 
nutrition? You’re invited to this special 
lunch and learn with Young at Heart 
and Deborah Garrard of Bee Well Serve 
Well, as we learn about loving ourselves 
and loving each other. Cost is $10 per 
person. Please RSVP to the church 
office by Feb. 1 (404.373.1653).

TheoEd Talks
February 10, 5:00pm at First 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta
Our congregation is invited to TheoEd 
talks once again at First Pres. Atlanta. 
This year's speakers feature Patrick 
Reyes, Peter Enns, Mike McHargue, 
and Diana Butler Bass. Tickets can be 
purchased at theoed.com

Women on Mission
February 12, 10:30am in S-216
The Women on Mission will have 
their monthly meeting on Feb. 12. Dr. 
Carolyn Greenway Bishop, president of 
the Consortium for Global Education 
(CGE), will speak at this month’s
meeting. In her position at CGE, 
Carolyn plans and directs extensive
programs to engage students, educators, 
and institutions in cross-cultural 
experiences of study, service, and 
teaching in over 85 countries around 
the world. Everyone is invited to come 
hear Carolyn share about her
work at CGE as well as her global 
experiences!

Disciple Bible Study Starting
An Invitation to the Psalms
Feb. 18 - Apr. 22, Mondays from 
6-7:30pm
Dr. David Jordan will be leading this 
10-week Bible study on the book of 
Psalms. Anybody is welcome to join! 
Detailed information on the class and 
how to sign-up can be found on the 
website at fbcdecatur.com/news

Finance Committee Meeting
Tues., Feb. 19, 5:45pm, S-206
The Finance Committee will have its 
monthly meeting at 6:00pm in S-206.

Deacon's Meeting
Tues., Feb. 19, 7:00pm, Carreker Hall
The deacons will have their monthly 
meeting in Carreker Hall at 7:00pm.

Missions Committee Meeting
Sun., Feb. 24, 12:30pm, Parlor
The Missions Committee will have its 
monthly meeting following worship at 
12:30pm in the church parlor.

Have something you would like 
included in the monthly newsletter?
The deadline is the 15th of each month 
prior to publication. Please have all 
materials submitted to Matt Snyder 
at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com by the 
deadline. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted. Thanks!

STAFF LISTS

OPPORTUNITIES
TO ENGAGE:

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
AND EVENTS
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WHAT THEY'RE
READING MARCH MISSION 

MADNRESS
MARCH 29 - 31, 2019

YOUTH BEACH 
RETREAT
JUNE 10-14, 2019

HELP THE HOMELESS 
IN DEKALB COUNTY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FEBRUARY 3
"How to Win in Relationships"
Romans 12:9-13
Dr. David Jordan

FEBRUARY 17
GUEST PREACHER
Luke 6:27-38
Suzii Paynter

*Alina Bowie was born and raised in Long Island, New York. She is completing her 
MDiv at Columbia Theological Seminary and serves as an Associate Minister at 

Providence Missionary Baptist Church.

FEBRUARY 10
"The Call of Isaiah"
Isaiah 6
Kelsey Lewis

FEBRUARY 24
GUEST PREACHER
Luke 6:32-38
Alina Bowie*

http://fbcdecatur.com/news
http://fbcdecatur.com/news
http://theoed.com
https://fbcdecaturga.wufoo.com/forms/wm91r8028q5ay/
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

PASTOR ON CALL

Weekdays: 404-373-1653 
Weekends: 470-202-8622

GIVING AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF DECATUR

BUDGET OFFERINGS

Through January 27, 2019

Offerings Received MTD  ......................... $56,036
Offerings YTD  ......................................... $56,036
Budget YTD  ............................................ $72,408
Budget YTD Ahead/(Behind)  ..............  ($16,371) 

Special Missions Offering  ...............................$827
Benevolence Offerings  ................................... $731

GIVE ONLINE
If you call FBCD your faith community, 
we ask that you pray about giving 
financially to support, strengthen, and 
grow our ministries. You can give online 
by visiting: fbcdecatur.com/giving


