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2 News & Events

News & Events
Sunday, November 2
During worship we will honor and 
remember those in our congregation
who have died in the past twelve months. 
Sunday, November 2, is known in churches 
around the world as All Saints Sunday. At 
First Baptist Church Decatur we will honor 
and remember those in our congregation 
who crossed the “finish line” during the
past twelve months, and who now join
that “great cloud of witnesses.” read more

First Glance 
for Newcomers
Sundays in Nov., 10 a.m. in the Parlor
Join Pastor Julie and other leaders in the 
church parlor at 10 a.m., Nov. 2, 9, & 16 and 
9:15 a.m., Nov. 23, for breakfast goodies, 
coffee, and conversation about the mission 
and values of First Baptist Decatur.  The 
parlor is on the first floor of the sanctuary 
building. Come in either side door: from the 
parking lot or parking deck. There will be 
signs to direct you. learn more & sign up

Veteran’s Dinner
Thursday, November 6, 6:00 p.m.
The annual Veteran's Dinner will be 
November 6 at 6 p.m. in Carreker Hall.
The speaker will be Lee M. Weisman,
the Commander of the Atlanta WWII 
Roundtable. Veterans and their family 
members are invited to attend and share
the story of their veteran. The cost of the 
meal is $10.  Sign up sheets will be in
Sunday School classes or you may
contact the church office. read more

Missional 
Christmas
Sunday, November 9, 11 a.m.– 2 p.m.
Come to the annual Missional Christmas 
event for all your Christmas shopping.
Find unique items made by craftspeople 
from Africa, Thailand, and right here in 
Decatur. A variety of gift ideas support
a wide range of mission efforts in our
church and in our city. read more

All Saints Sunday 
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Every year at FBCD we
set aside the Sunday prior to 
Thanksgiving to center our hearts
and minds on our gratitude to God. 
Gratitude Sunday will occur on 
November 23 this year and, as is our 
tradition, we are called as a congregation 
to consider the many ways in which God 
has blessed us.  
In a time of economic uncertainties and 
global crises, focusing on the blessings 
and goodness in our lives is one of the 
greatest ways we can center our hearts 
and minds.  One of the outpourings
of gratitude is generosity. When we 
appreciate the ways God provides for
us each day, we respond with generosity 
to Kingdom endeavors. When we 
assume that we deserve what we have, 
we spend it on ourselves or hoard it to 
spend later.
On Gratitude Sunday we will bring 
additional gifts to God above and 
beyond our regular offerings. God has 
been consistently faithful and 
extravagantly generous to us. Please 
pray about how you will respond with 
extravagant, risky, generosity. 
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Gratitude 
      Sunday

Thank you 

God !

A WAY FORWARD
Reflections on God, the Church 
and LGBT Brothers and Sisters
Pastor Julie to offer two messages—
Nov 9 & 16
Can Christians who affirm the full authority 
of Scripture also affirm committed, 
monogamous same-sex relationships? Can 
Bible-affirming congregations also affirm 
gay and lesbian believers in areas of church 
leadership? On November 9 and 16, Pastor 
Julie will bring messages meant to offer 
scriptural handles for Christ-followers 
asking these and other significant questions.

For current events at FBCD, visit News & Events on the church website.

10:30 AM
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Ordination of
Paul Wallace
November 9, 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary
FBC member Paul Wallace will be ordained to the gospel 
ministry on Sunday afternoon, November 9. Come and be a 
part of this significant moment for Paul and for the kingdom 
of God. Reception following in the Parlor. (The deacons 
approved Paul’s request for ordination at their meeting in 
April. Paul’s ordination council took place on October 19.)

2014 Habitat Build
Saturdays beginning November 1
First Baptist will be participating in a build with several other 
churches on the Saturdays beginning November 1 and ending 
December 13. Whatever your skills or lack of skills, you can 
help. For information about the address and the family we will 
be working with, or to volunteer, contact build leader Fred 
Palmer at fredpalmer@bellsouth.net.

Vote on Deacons: Nov. 23
Conversation with Deacon 
Nominating Team
November 5, 6:30 p.m.
Do you ever wonder how we get from 60 or 70 deacon 
nominees to a slate of 9 or 10 each year? Our Deacon 
Nominating Team is hosting an informational conversation on 
Wednesday night, November 5 at 6:30 p.m. in room S-304 
(Third Floor Conference Room, Sanctuary building).

FBCD Habitat house builders

FBCD member, Paul Wallace, to 
be ordained to gospel ministry.

Vote on Deacon Candidates
Sunday, November 23
Our church votes by ballot on this year’s slate of deacons in the combined worship service on 
Sunday, November 23. New deacons’ 3-year term of service begins January 2015. (See deacon 
candidate photos and bios on the Deacon Insert following page 4)

Special Thanksgiving Service
Decatur Cooperative Ministry ecumenical service
On November 23 the Decatur Cooperative Ministry will sponsor a special ecumenical 
Thanksgiving service at Columbia Drive United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. Everyone is 
invited.

New Staff Covenant
Staff affirms a new covenant
Our entire staff recently affirmed a new covenant by which they will operate with each other 
(and with the congregation). Please remember to pray regularly for our staff as they lead and 
serve.

Women on Mission
Tuesday, November 11
Women on Mission will meet in S218 (Joy/Dunstan) at 10:15 a.m.

Caregivers’ Support Group
First Tuesday, November 4 Second Wednesday, November 12
11-12 a.m., in the Parlor 6:30-7:30 p.m., in the Parlor

Advent & Christmas
CALENDAR
Family
Advent Night
Friday, December 5
6:30–8:00 p.m.
Start your holiday 
season off by joining 
us for an evening of 
good food, 
candlelights, 
Christmas carols and readings as we 
celebrate a Moravian style Lovefeast. 
The music will feature children’s voices 
and adults who will help remind us of 
the Christmas story.

Christmas Music
December 14 at 10:30 a.m.
Combined worship
Bible study for all at 9:15 a.m.

Christmas Eve
December 24 at 5:30 p.m.
In the Sanctuary

GA Center for 
the Book Events
hosted by the FBCD
Conversations Team
Azar 
Nafisi
The Republic of 
Imagination: 
America in Three 
Books
Monday, November 3
7 p.m. In the Sanctuary
read more

Anne Lamott
Small Victories: 
Spotting 
Improbable 
Moments of Grace
Friday, November 21
7 p.m. In the 
Sanctuary

7 p.m. In the Sanctuary

• Invitation to a conversation 
with deacon nominating 
committee
• Vote in worship on
November 23
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Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
Fax—404-370-7692
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Sharyn Dowd (770) 329-7929
Julie P-R (678) 602-7209
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
Oct 31-Nov 2—Cecil Cannon
Nov 7-9—Bob Waters 
Nov 14-16—Matthew Hicks
Nov 21-23—Ann Smith
Nov 28-30—Linda Judson

Cecil 
Cannon

Bob 
Waters

Matthew
Hicks

Ann 
Smith

Linda
Judson

Giving OnlineGiving Online

Blue Plate
Nov 5—Meat Loaf
Nov 12—Jumbo Shrimp
Nov 19—Chicken Strips
Nov 26—No evening meal

Meal Prices
Adults—$6.50    Students—$5.50
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Wednesday Dinner
Every Wednesday—5:30–6:30 p.m.
The first time a visitor attends the Wednesday 
night supper the meal is free. Encourage folks 
to get involved in New Community offerings 
and the fellowship around the tables.

Office Schedule
Regular office hours:
9 till 5, Monday–Thursday 
9 till 12, Friday

Visit the website 
New website is here!
The new FBCD website is live at 
www.fbcdecatur.com. Browse the site from 
your computer, your smart phone or tablet.
Explore each section to find the information 
most useful to you. Check out the News & 
Events section regularly. Need to find 
something? Enter it in the Search Box in the 
footer (at the bottom of every page!)

2014 By the Numbers
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through October 26, 2014

Offerings last week…..$18,210
(average needed per week…..$26,058)

Offerings received YTD…..$956,292
Offerings YTD (behind) budget…..($151,785)

YTD through August 31, 2014

Offerings + other income received…..$943,988
Church expenses…..$1,035,493
Surplus/(Deficit) *…..($91,505)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

Through October 26, 2014
Special Missions…..$14,000
Benevolence Offerings…..$9,512

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Brad, Stacey, Tucker and Brady Jones in 
the death of Brad’s father, Neil Jones, on 
October 15. 
To the aunt of Carolyn Conner and Pat Craft, 
Dot Burnett, whose son died unexpectedly 
on October 15.
To Leonard Williams in the death of his 
father, Squire Williams, Jr., on October 16.
To the friends of Carol Fowler, who died on 
October 20.
To Lindsay Hicks in the death of her father, 
Calvin Wayne Williams at age 67 on October 
24. Please keep Lindsey, Matt, Wesley and 
Lindsey’s mom, Cindy, in your prayers.
To Steven Hall in the death of his aunt,
Betty Walker Cain, who passed away on 
October 26.
To Roscoe Lowery, family and friends of 
Claudia Lowery who passed away on
October 29.

New Members 
Welcome!
Nick and Krista Buccleugh
Joining by Statement of Faith
(pictured with children Lily and Jax)

KOG2DGA
Many thanks to the 
Journey Bible study 
group for its gift of 500 
bracelets. Pick up yours in 
the church office. Two 
sizes: adult and youth.

Congratulations!
To Jordan Lee (son of Terry Lee) and Ashley 
Morgan who were married at FBCD on 
September 27.
To Ibrahim Garba and Emily Duckworth who 
were married at FBCD on October 11.

Praise and Thanksgiving
For the birth of Mackey Jada Robinson to 
Andrea and Dwayne Robinson on October 24.
For the miraculous recovery of Jess Davis’ 
father who was in critical condition for a 
week and suddenly woke up and began 
talking.

Set Clocks Back Set your clocks to “fall back” one hour on 
Saturday night for Daylight Savings Time 
beginning Sunday, November 2.

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
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Gwen Cottrell

My journey as a Christ Follower began at nine years 
of age. My life’s journey has led me to many church 
families in Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. In 
2010, I became a member of FBCD. Many people 
and events have encouraged me as I have grown 
spiritually. Jesus’ life demonstrated love and justice, 
compassion and healing, thus I desire to follow his 
example in missional ways. I find joy by serving in 
Fresh Start, the Wednesday evening children’s 
ministry, missional activities, and the women’s 
ministry. My prayer is that we at FBCD will grow in 
our love and service for one another and that our 
passion for the needs of others will radiate into the 
community and the world.

Edward (Eddie) Campbell, Jr.

I was taken to worship services in Union Baptist 
Church, Savannah, Ga. at the age of seven days. The 
sounds of an upright piano and the mesmerizing 
voices of choir members still echo in my soul. I have 
continued in the Lord’s way for the past two years 
here at FBCD. Both my parents came from families 
of farmers/sharecroppers in middle South Carolina 
and south Georgia. They believed in education as a 
step up from poverty and ignorance to success. 
These values have produced a generation of positive 
contributors to America. Simply put, my ministry is: 
Service to God and to humanity. My prayer for 
FBCD is for strong spiritual membership growth, 
through prayer, youth and adults. I also pray that 
FBCD will be freed from financial bondage.

Jamila Edwards

I am a lifelong believer in Christ, but I was
baptized at FBCD in the fall of 2012. I love working 
with the Children’s ministry and Conversations 
ministry. My prayer for this church is that we can 
become a safe place in Decatur for people who feel 
disconnected from God but are interested in 
seeking Him.

Deacon Candidates for 2015
Gwen Cottrell, Edward (Eddie) Campbell, Jr., Jamila Edwards, Michael Haun, Kathy Kinlaw, Austin Lee  (continued on insert pg 2)

Michael Haun

I was brought up Lutheran and the Hauns have 
been at FBCD since 2007. I am blessed to have 
Tifanie as a wife and partner as we raise Gabriel and 
Olivia. I love to make people laugh and forget their 
troubles for a time. I like to take active roles as a 
servant leader. I’d like to work in ways that help 
others plug in and become active. I would love to 
work for God to help as many people as possible to 
engage in ministry; to reach those alone, hurting, or 
unchurched; and to reach a point of health and 
sustainability in which difficult financial 
discussions, which often can serve to distract, 
become a thing of the past.

Kathy Kinlaw

I grew up at FBC Decatur and have enjoyed serving 
as a deacon, on the personnel committee and on the 
board of Clairmont/Briarcliff Oaks. My graduate 
degree in theology from Candler School of Theology 
focused in healthcare ethics, and I currently 
continue that work through the Center for Ethics at 
Emory University. I am fortunate to be married to 
Bob Hamilton and to have two wonderful children 
who were involved in the children and youth 
ministries at FBCD and have recently graduated 
from college. I enjoy supporting those who are 
struggling with healthcare decisions, and I enjoy 
being a part of community service. I pray for 
healing in our church and for deep engagement 
with our community in Decatur and beyond.

Austin Lee

I have been following Christ since I was seven years 
old. I am married to Courtney Lee. We have two 
dogs and live in Brookhaven. I love serving as a 
leader in Coffee Talk and welcome newcomers to 
FBCD. I am praying that as our church becomes 
intentional about our vision that the City of Decatur 
will look to FBCD for wisdom and direction.
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Deacon Candidates for 2015
Devita Parnell, Theron Stuart, Paul Wallace

Devita Parnell

I intentionally chose to follow Christ at the age of 
thirteen, when I was in seventh grade. Our family 
has been at FBCD since 2008. Mark and I have been 
married for fifteen years, and we enjoy our children 
Tyler (12) and Julia (8) through soccer, gymnastics, 
biking, and playing together. I love making people 
feel accepted and welcomed in whatever ministry or 
situation I am in…whether teaching first graders (at 
church) or connecting with young adults (through 
my employment at Cooperative Baptist Fellowship). 
I pray that our church might begin to feel a sense of 
settled-ness and routine as we live into our recent 
transitions, including some new staff leaders. This 
will give us a strong base out of which to do good 
Kingdom of God ministry.

Theron Stuart

My family and I have called FBCD home for over 
four years. From the moment David and I stepped 
through the front doors of the sanctuary, we have 
witnessed and felt the Holy Spirit of God at work. 
Through the years we have brought our neighbors, 
friends, family and colleagues to come and 
encounter the Kingdom of God first hand in this 
place that we call ‘home’. Having grown up as a 
preacher’s kid and under the loving tutelage of a 
godly mother, I learned firsthand what it meant to 
be part of a family of faith. I have shared ministry at 
FBCD through teaching Sunday Bible study, leading 
in worship, co-facilitating men’s Bible study groups, 
counseling and giving of my time and offerings to 
advance the Kingdom of God in this holy place. My 
prayer for our church is that we will have the 
spiritual eyes to see, and the individual and 
corporate courage to follow, God’s leading in 
reaching Decatur, the Metro area and World with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Paul Wallace

I have been a follower of Jesus since an early age, 
but consciously as an adult since 1990. I am married 
to Elizabeth and we have three children: Henry 
(born 2000), Julia (born 2002), and Kristen (born 
2008). We and much of our extended family have 
been part of the FBCD family since 2010. I love 
hearing what skeptics, scientists, and the religiously 
unaffiliated have to say about religion and spiritual 
questions, and I love sharing my story with them. 
My prayer for FBCD is that we not be anxious 
about the survival of our church, but wholly give 
ourselves to the task of incarnating the Gospel.




