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2 God Story, Meet First School and First Camp

I was asked to write a paragraph about my 25 years on staff at 
FBCD. I have to first say that someone needs to check the 
math—it does not feel like it has been 25 years. Most years 
have gone by in what seems like a few weeks. But for a few 
years, it is seemed like March was at least 3 months long. I’ve 
had the blessing of working with 3 different pastors and 2 
interim pastors, approximately 15 different associate pastors. 
And I have lived to tell about it. I worked beside countless 
numbers of amazing lay leaders who have all been examples 
of maturity in faith, been personal mentors, and been 
ministers to me and my family. 

The first week I arrived, the church ministerial staff consisting 
of Dr. Peter Rhea Jones, Wallace Duvall, Dorothea Gatlin, Joe 
Mason, David Childers, Diana Gabhart, and Jim Mathis, 
welcomed me by singing a song Joe had composed for the 
occasion. It was just before our annual “Round Up”.  And the 
staff wore cowboy hats as they sang.  At the time I remember 
thinking “this is like being welcomed to the asylum. You 
know they are glad to see you but you wonder what you have 
gotten yourself 
into.”

But we jumped in 
and never looked 
back. Our 
children were 
young—Jenna 
was 5 and in the 
Child Development Center/First School. Our son Scott, who 
was 12 at the time, was sold when he saw the church had a 
gym. My title then was Minister of Education and Outreach.  
My title has changed 7 times over the years. And now my 
business cards simply read – utility player. I’ve been here a 
number of years but never had the same job or role for more 
than 5 years. So it has always been an adventure.

Celebrating 25 Years!

Bob Williamson began his 
ministry at FBCD 25 years ago 
on August 20 and has worn 
many ministerial hats through 
the years. Bob shares a few 
insights about these years:

Pastor Bob Williamson

I feel fairly certain that it has been worth putting up with me 
so that Margie could be here to serve as teacher, minister, and 
friend to so many.  

Our work with senior adults has been our most rewarding 
experience I believe. So many of you are as close to us as 
family. Which has been a gift and a blessing. 

There is a sign over a shop in England that reads: “We have 
been robbed, burned 
out, and flooded. We 
have survived 
depressions, wars, and 
economic ruin. We have 
experienced great 
prosperity and growth 
as well as being on the 
brink of bankruptcy.  The only reason we are still here today 
is to “see what happens next!” Some days that fits. You 
wonder what God has in store for us next.  

But in all things …

“We always thank God for all 
of you and continually 
mention you in our prayers. 
We remember before our God 
and Father your work 
produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your 
endurance inspired by hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ.” —
1 Thessalonians. 1:2-3  

Thanks be to God.
Bob WilliamsonAnd now my business cards simply 

read—utility player. I’ve been here a 
number of years but never had the 
same job or role for more than 5 
years. So it has always been an 
adventure.

You wonder 

what God has in 

store for us next.

Thanks, Bob!
The FBCD Congregation
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News & Events
Sunday Schedule 
during Book Festival 
Labor Day Weekend
Combined Worship and Learning Groups
FBCD will be hosting events of the Decatur 
Book Festival on our campus. Many 
volunteers from the congregation will be 
participating in this annual Decatur event. 
To help with the scheduling of early afternoon 
events, worship will be held in the Sanctuary 
at 10:30 a.m. Worship will be led by Fresh Start 
and Sanctuary worship leaders. Learning 
Groups and Bible Study will meet at 9:15 a.m.

Thanks, Bob!
Recognition of Bob Williamson August 30
In both the Fresh Start and Sanctuary 
services, Bob will be recognized for his
25 years of ministry at First Baptist Decatur. 
Be sure to express your personal thanks to 
Bob, as well!

Trivia Night for the
Entire Church Family
Saturday night, September 12, 6:30 p.m.
Fun for all ages! The entire church family 
and community are invited to a fun night of
trivia challenges and games. The event is 
hosted by Second Cup learning group and 
the Youth Group. Snacks and drinks will be 
available. No reservation required. Free.  

The Yard Sale
Volunteer Time! 
Plan to volunteer during The Yard Sale
Make plans to be a part of The Yard Sale 
team of volunteers during the week of The 
Yard Sale. There is a job for you— putting 
stuff out for the sale, last minute pricing, 
greeting shoppers, loading purchases into 
cars and vans, helping at the money table 
and more! Bottled water and snack items for 
the volunteers are needed, and can be 
dropped off at the church office. Sign up to 
serve a meal to the volunteers in Carreker 
Hall. Email YardSaleFBCD@gmail.com to be 
contacted by a team member.

For current events at FBCD, visit News & Events on the church website.

Worship at 10:30 a.m. September 6

Fall Wednesday Nights
For details go to
fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-
nights/ 

Family Dinners each week
Wednesday night meals served
5:30-6:30 p.m. in Carreker Hall.
Begin with supper and a time of 
sharing around the tables before 
attending activities and studies 
which begin at 6:30 p.m.

Fanfare Music for Grade School Kids
6:30-7:30 In S314
Youth Wednesday Nights
6:30-7:30" Youth Room S320
Bible Study for Adults
6:30-7:30" Study on Prayer
Bob and Margie Williamson – S127

Worship Arts
6:30–7:45 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir – Music Suite
Note: If you cannot make choir on 
Wednesday nights, come join us 
Sunday afternoon—beginning 
September 13, 12:30-1:15 p.m. in the 
Music Suite.
7:30–9:00 p.m.
Fresh Start Band – Carreker Hall
Support Groups Meet Weekly
Support groups meet on their own 
schedules, so please contact your 
group leader if there is a possible 
holiday conflict. 

ANAD Group    7-8 p.m.
Emotions Anonymous    7-8 p.m.
Al-Anon    7:30-8:30 p.m.
Support Groups listed here: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/

Protographer23

Sept 6 Sunday worship on Decatur 
Book Festival weekend is 10:30 a.m. 
for everyone. In the Sanctuary.

Protographer23
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Kids on 
Wednesdays 
6:30–7:30 p.m.
each Wednesday
Preschool age
(3-kindergarten)
—E114

Kids
News & Events
New Fanfare Music
For Grade
School Kids
Kids at FBCD will 
be learning to 
move, sing and 
discover the 
rhythm of music 
this fall on 
Wednesday nights beginning
September 2, 6:30 p.m. In Room S314.

Presenting a Christmas season 
musical drama—Miracle at the 
Christmas Cafe—in December. 
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on all children’s 
activities, go here. Contact Pastor Dale at 
ddoud@fbcdecatur.com.

Youth
News & Events
For the latest youth news:
fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Bible Study
David: Shepherd. Hero. Liar. Murderer. King.
10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room S320
Wildcard Wednesdays
6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room S320
Whether we’re letting loose or serving 
others, it’s always fun!
Selling water at Decatur Book Festival
Next Weekend!—September 5 and 6
Decatur Book Festival Water Sale for 
missions. Water donations welcome!
Fall Retreat—October 31 and November 1
Corn maze, corn cannon, and campfires!
Registration Forms are available.
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on youth activities, 
contact Billy Roberts at 
broberts@fbcdecatur.com or go here.

September is DEAM Month
Fill the bins in September!
FBCD and Scott Boulevard Baptist are joining together to 
collect items for the DEAM (Decatur-Area Emergency 
Assistance Ministry) pantry. The needed items are: hearty 
soups, small packages of corn bread muffin mix, small jelly, 
cereal, 1 qt. packages of dry  milk, 1 lb. packages of rice, and 
toilet tissue.

DCM Celebration
Decatur Cooperative Ministry celebrates with ice cream
Come to McKoy Park on Sunday afternoon August 30 for free 
ice cream and a celebration of Decatur Cooperative Ministry. 
Bring your friends. Sunday morning groups come together!
4 p.m. 1000 Adams Street, Decatur.

Volunteer for the Clothing Room
Clothing Room Volunteers
Volunteers are needed to assist the Clothing Room clients on 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-Noon. To find out more about 
working with the Clothing Room Team, contact Carolyn 
Conner at 770-270-9996.

Caregiver’s Support Group
On Tuesday September 1, the Caregivers’ Support Group will 
meet in the Parlor at 11:00 a.m. This group is for anyone who 
is caring for an elderly person or an individual with a 
debilitating illness. The leader is Ann Murphy, R. N.

Inclement Weather Signs
Find this sign in the halls of the church
Have you noticed these signs posted at various locations 
throughout our buildings? They designate spaces approved 
by the Decatur Fire Marshall as safe places to go in a weather 
emergency. Make sure you and your family are familiar with 
these signs.

Women on Mission
Tuesday, September 8, Women on Mission will meet in S218 at
10:30 a.m. for study and prayer. Everyone is invited.

Author Nadia Bolz-Weber
GA Center for the Book Event
Friday, September 11, 7 p.m. (doors open at 6 p.m.)
No tickets or reservations required.
Nadia Bolz-Weber is a Lutheran minister and founding 
pastor of the House for All Sinners and Saints, a congregation 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in Denver, 
Colorado. She is the author of the upcoming book Accidental Saints (available September 
8). The New York Times best-selling author invites readers into a surprising encounter 
with what she calls "a religious but not-so-spiritual life." In a time when many have 
become disillusioned with Christianity, Accidental Saints demonstrates what happens 
when ordinary people share bread and wine, struggle with scripture together, and tell 
each other the truth about their real lives. This unforgettable account of their faltering 
steps toward wholeness will ring true for believer and skeptic alike. Read more at Georgia 
Center for the Book here.

Grades 1-5
Fanfare Music—each 
Wednesday night this 
fall in S314
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Young at Heart
EVENTS
Wednesday 
Daytime Study
Schedule for 
Bible Study
The Wednesday 
Morning Senior 
Adult Bible Study 
has a new 
schedule as of this 
summer. The Wednesday Senior Adult 
Bible Study is meeting from 4–5 p.m. 
every Wednesday instead of 10 a.m.
Margie and Bob are leading the year long 
curriculum series. You may join the study 
at any time.
The study is held in—S127—and a fresh 
pot of coffee will be ready when you get 
there.
Anyone and everyone is welcome.  Just 
plan to show up and bring your Bible.

Apple Trip
Thursday, October 22
Leave the church 
at 8 a.m. headed 
to Helen, GA and 
to Jaemor 
Farms. Folks will 
be able to browse 
around Helen and 
select their own lunch location. About 
2:30 p.m. the bus will head to the apple 
venue—Jaemor Farms, which is smaller, 
but much less crowded than Mercier 
Orchards. The cost per person is $20 
which covers the motor coach. Sign up in 
the church office. See Ron Withers, Nancy 
Ward or Bob Williamson for more 
information.

Veteran’s Charities
Supporting 
Veterans
The Veteran’s 
Charities project 
will be held this 
November. Don and Dot Carter are “on 
base” for this project. This will be in 
place of the Veteran’s Dinner this year.

Know More
www.fbcdecatur.com/senior-adults

Deacon Nominations Underway
Due by Sunday, September 6
It is time at First Baptist Church Decatur to nominate and elect new 
deacons who will begin service in January.
During the period between Wednesday, August 19 and Sunday, 
September 6, you are invited to nominate for deacon service those in 
our congregation who demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control (Galatians 5:22-23), and who embody characteristics of 
servant leadership. Please ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind 
particular men and women for this significant ministry in our church.
As a reminder: Nominees must have been members of First Baptist Church Decatur for at 
least one year; Nominees from the same nuclear family may not serve at the same time.
Nomination forms will be available in the church office and at worship services.
Forms may be returned through your Sunday School class, through the offering in worship,
or bring it to the church office during the week. You may also email your nomination(s) to 
drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com.

Deacon Election Timeline
August 19–September 6 Call for deacon nominations 
Wednesday, September 7-20 Initial Deacon Nominating Team meeting
Wednesday, September 21-October 11 Candidate Conversations
Thursday, October 29 Candidate pictures and bios in Outlook
Sunday, November 8 Church votes by ballot in both worship services
January 2016 3-year term of service begins
Deacon Council Nominating Committee
Thanks to our FBC fellow members who have agreed to serve on the Deacon Council 
Nominating Committee this year.
(According to the current by-laws, this committee includes three members of the Deacon 
Council and three members who are not members of the Council.)
Deacons: Larry Connelly, Andrea Robinson, Scott Winn
Members from the congregation (not currently deacons): Amanda Faulkner, Jim Manley, 
Karen Ozaki

Small Groups Facilitator Training
Saturday, September 12     8:30-12:15 a.m.
(light breakfast at 8:30 a.m.; program begins at 9 a.m.)
Small groups are what they sound like—small subsets of the church 
population that agree to come together to study, worship, and help 
one another in their daily walks with Christ. Join us for a workshop 
to be a small group facilitator. No pressure, just learning some tried 
and true techniques that help everyone in the group get the most out 
of their experience. Please RSVP by Tuesday September 8 to Gary 
Owen at gowen3@bellsouth.net or cell 678-570-7265.

Millennials Conference
Saturday, September 26     9 a.m.- Noon
Millennials (ages 15-35) have been called lazy, entitled, narcissistic and unreachable by those 
who do not know or understand them. What is it about this generation that makes them so 
difficult to reach? Why don't they conform to the patterns of prior generations? What can we 
as a church do to understand them, much less reach them? Benjie Shaw*, the director of the 
Baptist Campus Ministry Center at the University of Tennessee 
Health Services Center in Memphis works with millennials, has 
studied their characteristics, and loves them! Meet with us to 
consider some defining characteristics of the millennial generation 
and gain insight on best practices for reaching and teaching 
millennials. A free brunch is included.

* Some of you may know Benjie as the husband of
Jenna Williamson Shaw and the son-in-law of

Bob and Margie Williamson. Welcome Benjie to FBCD!

Photo:CC_JamesCreasman
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6 Sharing in Prayer, By the Numbers, Wednesday Family Dinner, Contact Us

Member Focus
Featured in 
Decaturish
Henry and 
Fran Frantz 
are featured in 
Decaturish for  
the way they 
share their 
bagpipe 
talents in the 
Decatur 
community. 
Read this inspiring article here, or at this web 
address: www.decaturish.com/2015/08/the-
bagpiper-of-decatur/
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Worship Schedule
Fresh Start and Sanctuary worship in 
September (except September 6)
Fresh Start at 8:45 a.m.
Learning Groups, Bible Study and
Coffee Talk at 10 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship at 11:15 a.m.

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
Fax—404-370-7692
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
Aug 28-30—Katie Kennedy
Sept 4-6—Rita Bowers 
Sept 11-13—Gary Owen
Sept 18-20—Andrea Robinson
Sept 25-27—Peggy Smith

Katie
Kennedy

Rita
Bowers

Gary
Owen

Andrea
Robinson

Peggy
Smith

Giving OnlineGiving Online

Wednesday Dinner
Wednesday nights—5:30–6:30 p.m.
Carreker Hall 

Menu
Sept 2 —Country Fried Steak
Sept 9—Meat Loaf
Sept 16—General Tso’s Chicken
Sept 23—Fried Shrimp
Sept 30—Baked Ziti

Meal Prices
Adults—$6.50    Students—$5.50
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Office Schedule
Regular Office Hours
Monday–Thursdays—9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Fridays—9 a.m.–Noon
Labor Day Holiday Office Hours
Monday, September 7—Offices Closed

Visit the website 
Your go-to place for FBCD information
www.fbcdecatur.com
Browse the site from your computer, your 
smart phone or tablet. Explore each section 
to find the information most useful to you. 
Check out the News & Events section 
regularly. Need to find something? Enter it 
in the Search Box in the footer (at the 
bottom of every page!).

2015 By the Numbers
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through August 23, 2015

Offerings last week…..$12,112
(average needed per week…..$24,519)

Offerings received YTD…..$676,583
Offerings YTD (behind) budget…..($78,082)

YTD through August 23, 2015

Offerings + other income received…..$672,620
Church expenses…..$706,901
Surplus/(Deficit)…..($34,282)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

Through August 23, 2015
Special Missions…..$13,211
Benevolence Offerings…..$7,009

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Nancy and Mike Norman on the passing 
of Nancy’s mother, Alice Atkinson, on 
August 14.
To Terry and Jane Sparks and their family in 
the passing of their son, Ken on August 16.
To Joe and Dorothea Gatlin in the passing of 
their son, Almon, on August 24. Pray also 
for Jeryl in the loss of her brother and for her 
health concerns.
To Katie Kennedy in the passing of her 
grandmother, Dorothy Hayes, in Oxford, 
Mississippi.
To Billy and Katie Roberts and family in the 
passing of Billy’s aunt, Vicki Roberts on 
August 27.

Sunday Schedule Labor Day Weekend
Learning Groups, Bible Study and
Coffee Talk at 9:15 a.m.
Combined Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Fresh Start and Sanctuary worship together in 
the Sanctuary. This will help with the Decatur 
Book Festival event scheduling early that 
afternoon.

Complete menus online
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