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2 Among Friends

A M O N G  F R I E N D S

I was four years old the night my parents took my little brother and me to 
the Dairy Queen. The year was 1964 and my father was stationed at 
Turner Air Force Base in Albany, GA. Living on the pay of an Airman First 
Class, this dinner out was a rare and happy treat.

We’d barely started on our burgers and fries when the front door 
opened. Four young African American teenagers entered and began 
scanning the menu on the marquee behind the counter. The restaurant 
went completely silent.

After a minute or two the manager boiled out of the kitchen, his face flaming. 
“Boy—“ he said to one of the teens in a voice thick with disdain. “Y’all can just get your black 

selves outside and come in through the back door, like you know you’re s’posed to.” The teens didn’t 
resist. They slipped out as silently as they’d come in. They didn’t return. You could have heard 
a pin drop in the place.

Then my 29-year-old father laid his hamburger on the table. He looked at my mother and 
then at us. “Kids, put your food down,” he said 
quietly. “We’re leaving.”

As we exited the Dairy Queen the manager 
hollered after us, “Don’t come back! We don’t 
need your n - -loving business here.”

That incident planted an important seed in 
my 4-year-old heart. I never think about it 
without a small swell of thankfulness at my 
father’s response so many years ago. 

Today, though, I’m mostly thinking about 
the courage of four black teenagers who dared 
to walk through a front door. In my whole life 
I don’t think I’ve ever been as brave as they 
were in that moment. 

Maybe their fortitude was fueled by some 
words they’d 
heard just 
months before 
by a young, 
black preacher from Atlanta as he stood before 250,000 people 
on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.  Let freedom ring…

Admittedly, Dr. King’s dream is not yet fully realized in 
our nation. There are still plenty of rough places that have not 
been made plain, and crooked places that are far from 
straight. But today I’m holding the dream in my heart, 

grateful for the words of prophets and the quiet determination of four young heroes.

Blessings,

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor

“Let freedom ring...”

Wednesday,
September 4
5:30–7:00 p.m.
on the front lawn

barbecue
special menu
Steven’s BBQ on a Bun
Dale Doud’s Famous 
Brunswick Stew
Baked Beans
Potato Chips
Cole Slaw
Ice Cream w 
Toppings

Kick 
Off

Adults: $7
Kids: $3

for the fall & learn about
New Community for Kids
Youth Community Groups
New Community for Adults • fun

• kids
• youth

• adults
• activities

Come kick off

“...today I’m 
holding the 

dream in my 
heart.”

Bells Ring at FBC Decatur

Bells across the land 
rang at 3 p.m. August 28 

in recognition of the 
50th Anniversary of 

Martin Luther King’s 1963 
“I Have a Dream” speech.
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Parker Artz
Candler; mentoring with Julie
Parker joined the FBC staff last October as 
our interim Fresh Start Worship Leader. He 
is from Scott City, Kansas, and is a graduate 
of William Jewell College (B. S. in Church 
Music/Religion minor) and is beginning his 
second year at Candler School of Theology. 
He has served several churches as associate 
pastor, associate student pastor and worship 
leader. Parker is engaged to Hannah Ebling, 
also a graduate of William-Jewell, who is 
coming to study at Candler this fall. They 
will be married in Kansas on October 6th of 
this year.

Amy Violette Butler
Truett; mentoring with Julie
Amy Violette Butler joins us from Truett 
Seminary (at Baylor) in Waco, TX where she 
is pursing an M.Div. in Ministry Leadership.
She earned a B.A. from Belmont University 
in Nashville, TN where she majored in 
Religion and minored in Youth Ministry and 
Church Recreation. For seven summers she 
served as Recreation Director, Backpacker, 
and Bible Study Leader for Centrifuge 
summer camps. Amy is a certified Life-
Coach, Wilderness First Responder, and 
Blogger. In 2010 she started Inward 
Adventure a non-profit ministry to help 
alleviate burnout in ministry by taking 
leaders on backpacking, rock climbing, and 
kayaking trips. Amy is married to Wes, a 
worship leader, from Dallas, TX. They 
celebrated 5 years of marriage on August 
15th. In her free time she enjoys riding 
horses, traveling, reading, wearing cowboy 
boots, the color turquoise, and New Mexico!

Sheila Otieno
Candler; mentoring with Sharyn
Sheila  is in her second year at Candler. She 
is a native of Kenya; her hometown Nairobi. 
She earned her B.A. from Pan Africa 
Christian University, and an International 
Business degree from the University of 
Northumbria. She speaks Swahili, English 
and Malay. Sheila describes herself this way: 
"I am a champion for social justice, a 
motivational speaker, a worship leader, 
singer/songwriter and my vocational goal is 
to build tools and curricula for community 
transformation. I am a proud Kenyan and 
the co-founder of an ecumenical worship 
movement known as Praise Avenue. I have 
been in full time ministry for the past 6 
years... but in and around the church since 
I was 10 years old. My interests lie in 
sustainable development, public policy and 
church and community collaboration."

Blake Tommey
McAfee; mentoring with Julie
Blake joined the staff at FBC Decatur last October as our 
Interim Youth Minister.
He is starting his third year at McAfee. A graduate of Samford 
University, Blake has been a leader in a variety of youth and 
worship-related roles. He also is a gifted singer-songwriter and 
photographer. Before starting at First Baptist, he worked at 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship as a communications associate. 
Blake hails from Dallas, TX.

FBC Decatur: A Mentoring Congregation
Welcome New Interns
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4 Congregational Life (continued)

Congregational Life

Fall 
Wednesday schedule
Family Dinner 5:30 p.m.
God Stories & 6:10–6:25 p.m. 
Prayer Time
Opportunities 6:30–7:30 p.m.
for All Ages
_________________________
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
September 4
Kick Off launches Fall New 
Community Wednesdays
Special BBQ Dinner on the front lawn
Adults $7, Kids $3
_________________________
FULL FALL SCHEDULE BEGINS
September 11
New Community programs for all
Adult groups, New Community for Kids 
and youth programming begins
_________________________
FALL COMMUNITY EVENT
October 30
Fall Festival for
Children of FBC Decatur 
and Community
Details to be announced

New Community 
Classes & Activities 
This Fall for Adults

September 4
New Community Kick Off
Launch party for fall New Community 
5:30–7:00 p.m.

September 4–October 30
Financial Peace University
Led by Sherina Clough
6:00–7:30 p.m. in Room E210
The Legacy Journey
(for those who have completed FPU)
Led by Tifanie Haun
6:00–7:30 p.m. in Room E208

September 11–October 23
Relationships that Display “Fruit of the 
Spirit” (Galatians 5:22-23)
Led by Sharyn Dowd
6:30–7:30 p.m. in Room E206

Begins September 11
Faith and Justice Discussion:
Feed the Hungry, Welcome the Stranger, 
Heal the Sick
Led by Mickey Goodson and Rob Johnson
6:30–7:30 p.m. in Room S304

October 2
MISSION WEDNESDAY
Paula Settle from Eastern Kentucky
6:30–7:30 p.m. in Carreker Hall

October 9
MISSION WEDNESDAY
Mary Lou and Megan Beall—International 
Teaching Ministry
6:30–7:30 p.m. in Carreker Hall

October 16–November 20
Grief Support Group
Led by Tommye Morris and Mark Parnell
6:30–7:30 p.m. in the Parlor

October 30
Fall Festival for the 
Children of FBC Decatur 
and Community
Details to be announced
 

Support groups meet every week
Al-Anon in S205
7:30–9:00 p.m.
ANAD in S218
7:00–8:00 p.m.
Crime Victims Support Group in S210
6:30–7:30 p.m.
Support group continue to meet every 
Wednesday year round.

cc.flickr.com/Eoghann Irving

cc.flickr.com/Lynn(Gracie’sMom)

MUSIC FOR ADULTS
New Fall Season
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

7:30–8:45 p.m. in Room S226 
Avé (Adult Vocal Ensemble)

7:00–7:30 p.m. in Room S226

Learning Experiences 
on Wednesdays
Children in grades one 
to five will enjoy 
developing new 
communities of 
friends through fun 
hands-on learning 
experiences. Children 
will be able to select 

learning experiences that are of the most 
interest to them.

Kick Off for the entire church family is on 
September 4. New Community for Kids 
Session A will begin on September 11 and 
continue through October 16. Kids should 
come prepared to select an area of interest 
for these weeks. More info? See Page 9.

Youth
Community 
Groups
Engage in “Life Together”
Guys and girls grades 6–12 
are invited to truly dive 
into each others lives and 
be part of a Community 
Group. Led by Chris and 
Amanda Faulkner, 
Community Groups are divided in two, for 
guys and girls respectively, as we seek to 
know each other and walk together through 
our suffering and delights. For the 2013-14 
school year, Community Groups will engage 
in a series called Life Together, in which they 
will learn how to share their stories, study 
scripture and set missional goals for their 
lives together. Youth and youth parents, see 
more information on Page 9.

New Community 
for Kids
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Chin children

Congregational Life (continued)

There will be two interest meetings 
for people who may be 
considering joining a small group 
this fall. Women will meet on 
Wednesday, August 22 at 7:30 
p.m. in the parlor after the 
congregational meeting. Men will 
meet on Wednesday, August 29
at 7:30 p.m. in the parlor following 
the family cookout on the pavilion. 
Small groups for adults provide 
an opportunity for Christian 
community and growth.

Considering 
joining a small 
group this fall?

It is time at First Baptist Decatur to nominate and elect new deacons who will begin 
service in January. During the period between Sunday, August 25 and Sunday, 
September 8, you are asked to nominate for deacon service those in our congregation 
who demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal. 5:22-23), and who embody characteristics 
of servant leadership. Please ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind particular men and 
women for this significant ministry in our church.  (Nominees must have been members of 
FBC for at least one year. Husbands and wives may not serve at the same time.)
Deacon Election Timeline
August 25–September 8! Call for deacon nominations 
Wednesday, September 11 ! Initial Deacon Nominating Team meeting
Wednesday, September 18! Second DNT meeting
Wednesday, October 2! Candidate Conversations
Wednesday, October 9! Candidate Conversations
Thursday, October 31 ! Candidate pictures and bios appear in The e-Outlook
Sunday, November 10! Church votes by ballot in both worship services
January 2014! 3-year term of service begins

Deacon Nominations Underway
Due by September 8

October 11
Bill Bryson, acclaimed 
nonfiction writer, will 
speak about his new 
book, One Summer: 
America, 1927 on 
October 11 at 7 p.m. in 
the FBCD sanctuary. 
The doors will open at 
6 p.m. Bryson’s 

appearance is sponsored by the 
FBCD Conversations Ministry in 
connection with the Georgia 
Center for the Book, and is free 
to the public. 

One Summer transports 
readers on a journey back to one 
amazing season in American 
life. The summer of 1927 
included the following events: 

Author Event: Bill Bryson speaks 
on One Summer: America, 1927

• Charles Lindbergh became the first pilot to cross the Atlantic by plane nonstop. 
• Babe Ruth was beginning his assault on the home run record; he hit his 60th on 

September 30. 
• Ruth Snyder and her corset-salesman lover garroted her husband, leading to a murder trial 

that became a huge tabloid sensation. 
• Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly sat atop a flagpole in Newark, New Jersey, for twelve days—a new 

record. 
• The American South was clobbered by unprecedented rain and by flooding of the 

Mississippi basin. 
• Calvin Coolidge interrupted an already leisurely presidency for an even more relaxing 

three-month vacation in the Black Hills of South Dakota. 
• The gangster Al Capone tightened his grip on the illegal booze business through a 

murderous reign of terror and municipal corruption. 
• The first true “talking picture,” Al Jolson’s “The Jazz Singer”, was filmed
• The four most powerful central bankers on earth met in secret session on a Long Island 

estate and made a fateful decision that virtually guaranteed a future crash and depression.
All this and much, much more transpired in that epochal summer of 1927, and One Summer
transforms it all into narrative nonfiction of the highest order.

Caregivers
Support 
Group 
Anyone in a
caregiving role
is welcome
September 3, 11 a.m.

Ann Murphy, R.N., leads a support group 
for people caring for an elderly or disabled 
relative or friend. The group meets every 
first Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. in S123. This 
month the meeting will be on Tuesday, 
September 3.

AJC Decatur 
Book Festival 
August 30–September 1
First Baptist Decatur will host attendees 
for the Decatur Book Festival on 
August 30–September 1 (Labor Day 
weekend). We have provided a book 
festival venue since 2009, and are 
delighted to again engage with our 
community and welcome hundreds of 
folks to our facility. Volunteers are lined 
up to welcome and guide folks during 
the festival.
For questions about FBCD’s 
participation, contact Debra Pyron at 
dmp1331@aol.com or 404-202-1037.

Women on Mission
September 10
The Women on Mission will meet on 
Tuesday morning, September 10 at 10:30 a.m. 
in S304. The speaker is scheduled for 
11:00 a.m.

http://www.decaturbookfestival.com/2013/index.php
http://www.decaturbookfestival.com/2013/index.php
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
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Congregational Life (continued)

Forming in October
Adults who have not yet found a comfort-
able place to land at First Baptist Decatur are 
invited to try a new Sunday morning group 
beginning October 6, 10:00–11:00 a.m. in 
E208. The group will be led by new members 
Bob and Gretchen Evans and Lisa and David 
Tyler. David will be teaching the Bible study 
each week. If you are hesitant about finding 
your way in an already-existing group, come 
and join us—we're ALL new!

Men’s 
Pancake 
Breakfast
October 26—
Save the Date

All men age 18 and older are invited to a free 
pancake breakfast on Saturday morning 
October 26 from 9 a.m.–noon in Carreker 
Hall. Join us for good food, prayer and a 
short, excellent inspirational presentation. 
Breakfast provided by the Women’s Ministry. 
For more information contact Randall 
Hampton (randallhamp@gmail.com) or 
David Bennett (thebennetts110@gmail.com).

New Sunday 
Morning Group 

DEAM Needs
Volunteers
Weekdays from 9–11:30 a.m.
If you are willing to be trained to 
interview clients at Decatur-area 
Emergency Assistance Ministry and to 
work one or two days a month, please 
contact Ann Murphy 
(bannmurphy1@comcast.net). DEAM 
assists people in the City of Decatur 
with rent, utilities and groceries every 
weekday from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

DEAM 
Promotion
at Kroger
Help DEAM while you shop
If you buy groceries at a Kroger store 
you can earn money for Decatur-area 
Emergency Assistance Ministry and 
earn your own points as usual. Just go 
to www.krogercommunityrewards.com
and enter the code for Decatur-area 
Emergency Assistance Ministry (10566) 
as well as the information on your 
Kroger Plus card. You will lose no 
personal points and you will benefit 
DEAM at the same time.

September is FBC Decatur’s month 
to stock the DEAM pantry
During the month of September we will 
be collecting food and other items for 
the Decatur Emergency Assistance 
Ministry. There will be barrels in the 
hallway on the first floor of the 
Sanctuary building for your donations. 
DEAM cannot accept food for which the 
expiration date has passed. There will 
be envelopes for donations if you prefer 
to give money, or you can donate online. 
The envelopes can be put in the offering 
plate or sent to the finance office. Please 
do not put offering envelopes in the 
food barrels.

FBC Decatur 
Serving Meals at 
Hagar’s House—
Sign Up 
Now
Meals to be 
served 
September 29–
October 5
If your class/
group is 
interested in 
serving contact:
Carla Stanford
carla@chrisstanford.com
678-469-3783

NEEDED 
ITEMS
dry milk 1 quart package
1 lb. package rice
pasta sauce
mac & cheese
tea bags
bar soap
toilet tissue

SEPTEMBER
IS DEAM

MONTH

cc.flickr.com/kulinarno

mailto:randallhamp@gmail.com
mailto:randallhamp@gmail.com
mailto:thebennetts110@gmail.com
mailto:thebennetts110@gmail.com
mailto:bannmurphy1@comcast.net
mailto:bannmurphy1@comcast.net
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
mailto:carla@chrisstanford.com
mailto:carla@chrisstanford.com
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Congregational Life (continued)

Paula Settle serves 
with Mountain Hope 
Paula Settle serves in 
eastern Kentucky 
with Mountain 
Hope, the Kentucky 
Baptist Fellowship’s 
rural poverty effort 
in three Kentucky 
communities: 
Owsley County, 

McCreary County and Powell County’s 
community of Nada. Her work is part of 
Together for Hope, CBF’s rural poverty 
initiative in 20 of the poorest counties in the 
United States. In the spring of 2012, First 
Baptist Decatur sent a team of twelve people 
to spend a week helping with this ministry.

Luncheon Scheduled for September 29 
The Women's Ministry will host a luncheon 
after the 11:15 a.m. worship service on 
Sunday, September 29 in Carreker Hall 
(fellowship hall directly below the 
sanctuary). Tickets for the sandwich lunch 
on Sunday the 29th will go on sale 
September 8 for $5 per person.

As part of the October Mission Wednesdays, 
Paula will speak again on Wednesday night, 
October 2 after the Family Dinner. 
6:30–7:30 in Carreker (Fellowship) Hall.

Paula Settle to Speak at Fall Women’s Ministry Luncheon
“I am working with 
individual families, 
reading to children in the 
local elementary school, 
working in a food 
pantry, a clothes closet, 
women’s groups, 
summer mission teams, housing repairs, 
senior adult assisted living center, and being 
an advocate for the poor with the school 
system and government agencies. I have 
opportunities to share God’s love with 
individuals and in group settings,” Settle 
said.

One of Settle’s ministry goals is to expose 
children and teens to other areas of the 
United States since many of them have never 
traveled outside their county.  One annual 
activity includes taking groups of youth and 
women to another state to get them out of 
their community and expose them to other 
areas of the country.

In the spring of 2012, First Baptist Decatur sent a 
team of twelve people to spend a week helping with the 

Mountain Hope ministry.

Thailand and Liberia 
in 2014 
Express your 
interest now
It’s time to begin 
saving for your 
short-term mission in 
2014. A team will be 
going to THAILAND 
to hold village 
medical clinics January 
6-10. (Of course there will 
be travel time on either 
end of that week). Thai 
speakers and medical 
doctors are especially 
needed. For more 
information contact 
Nancy Norman (caro_an@hotmail.com). A 
team will travel to LIBERIA July 5-18 to work 
with the Balama Development Alliance led 
by Jessy Togbadoya. This team will do 
teacher training and community 
development. Whatever your skills, you are 
needed. For more information contact Gwen 
Cottrell (gcottrell@bellsouth.net). We are 
trying to hold the cost of each mission as 
close to $3,000 as possible.
Let us know as soon as possible if you are 
considering either possibility.

mailto:caro_an@hotmail.com
mailto:caro_an@hotmail.com
mailto:gcottrell@bellsouth.net
mailto:gcottrell@bellsouth.net
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Resumes Being Accepted for 
Director of First School
One of the vital ministries of First Baptist Church of Decatur is First School which provides child 
development classes for children ages 3 months through pre-kindergarten. In light of the retirement of 
First School Director Barbara Long, the Personnel Committee has posted a job notice requesting that 
resumes be submitted by August 30. 

The Director of the First School:
•Serves as chief administrator of the school
•Ensures that the school serves the overarching mission of First Baptist Church Decatur 
•Oversees all aspects of the school’s operation including human resources, curriculum, financial 
management, communication with children and families and compliance  with legal requirements.

For further information on the job description and desired qualifications go the News & Events page of the church website at 
fbcdecatur.com.
Those interested should email a cover letter and resume to Carol Hadley, Chair of Personnel, at meaddy@fbcdecatur.com by 
August 30, 2013.

Congregational Life (continued)

A Note From the
Organ Bench 
Classical Potpourri
During September, organ 
preludes and postludes 
will be a classical 
potpourri, drawn from 
works by Purcell, Handel, 
Marcello, and Wesley.  
There will be a variety of 
temperaments and tones. Some pieces may 
be familiar. All were written for special 
occasions. We'll let them lift our spirits as we 
enter worship each week.

RightNow Media
Available for You
New Resource for 
Members
NEW! Online video 
library available to 
FBCD partcipants. 
You should have received an email from 
Sharyn Dowd inviting you to create a free 
account for access to hundreds of Bible 
study and leadership training videos 
published by "rightnow MEDIA." If you 
did not receive this email please look in 
your spam folder or let her know at 
sdowd@fbcdecatur.com. We want 
everyone to have access to this material.

Two Dave 
Ramsey 
Classes
Begin September 4
6 p.m.
The basic financial management course, 
Financial Peace University, will be taught by 
a person trained by our own Tifanie Haun. 
Her name is Sherina Clough and her class 
will meet in E210.
Tifanie Haun will teach the new The Legacy 
Journey, which is the follow-up to FPU and 

focuses on building a financial future for 
your family or any group or ministry that 
you care deeply about. This class will meet 
in E208. Both courses begin September 4 at 
6 p.m. Sign up for the online discount price 
of  $93 here for FPU. For the follow-up 
Legacy Journey sign up here for the online 
course price of $109.
For more information contact Tifanie Haun 
at tifanie.haun@gmail.com or 404-290-4148.

Effective Bullying
Prevention
Class is open to professionals

The Governor’s Office for Children and 
Families will sponsor a training event at 
FBCD on September 12 from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. The training is open to all 
interested professionals and carries 5.25 
CEUs. The $10 fee includes all materials 
and lunch. Pre-register before September 9 
at http://conta.cc/176t1My

Faith & Justice 
Field Trip
September 11
Departs FBCD at 
6:40 p.m.
The Wednesday night Faith & Justice group 
will kick off the fall by taking a field trip to a 
gathering at 7:00 p.m. at the Atlanta Friends 
Meeting (701 W Howard, Decatur) for an 
interfaith gathering: “Beyond 9/11, Building 
the Beloved World Community.” Framed as a 
celebration of the vision of what Martin 
Luther King Jr called the “Beloved 
Community”, the gathering will feature 
music and an inspirational talk by State 
Senator Jason Carter.

mailto:meaddy@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:meaddy@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:sdowd@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:sdowd@fbcdecatur.com
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/5322/class/236125/atid/m_mi
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/5322/class/236125/atid/m_mi
http://www.daveramsey.com/legacy/locations/org/5322/class/236021/atid/l_ln
http://www.daveramsey.com/legacy/locations/org/5322/class/236021/atid/l_ln
mailto:tifanie.haun@gmail.com
mailto:tifanie.haun@gmail.com
http://conta.cc/176t1My
http://conta.cc/176t1My
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New Community 
for Kids
Wednesdays
6:30–7:30 p.m.

Children in 
grades one to 
five will enjoy 
developing new 
communities of 
friends through 
fun hands-on 
learning experiences. Children will be able to 
select learning communities that are of most 
interest to them. Customize your learning 
experience this year in New Community for 
Kids.

The Corner
Sunday mornings and 
evenings for youth
Junior high and high school students desire 
to engage the Bible, culture and a life of faith 
on a deep, critical and joyful level. The 
Corner, a Sunday morning and evening 
production of the FBCD Youth Ministry, 
invites students into scripture and worship 
as well as culture and conversation as they 
discover a life of faith they can call their 
own. At 10 a.m. each Sunday morning, youth 
minister Blake Tommey leads in worship, 
prayer and study for all 
students, grades 6– 12, who 
desire to follow Christ in a 
way that is real; in a way 
that inspires them to 
fundamentally live a 
different life; in a way that 
drives them to bring about 
the kingdom of God on 
earth.
Every Sunday evening at 6:30 p.m., those 
students are invited back to raise their voice 
as they put down the Bible and pick up a 
newspaper, a Facebook post, a Supreme 
Court decision, a movie, a song, a story or 
any other window into our culture. Jesus of 
Nazareth did not fear the culture that 
surrounded him, but rather engaged it 
passionately and critically through the lens 
of a God who desires justice, peace, 
compassion and transformation for the 
world. The youth of FBC Decatur desire to 
do the same.

Children through fifth grade. Youth grades six through twelve.

FBC Decatur KIDS • YOUTH Group
Children through fifth grade. Youth grades six through twelve.

Youth grades six through twelve.Children through fifth grade.

Youth
Community 
Groups
Come live life in 
community!
Are you a junior high or high school student 
who is tired of merely shaking hands instead 
of hearts at church? Are you tired of sitting 
in rows instead of circles? Are you weary of 
calling others your friends without knowing 
the one or many things that cause them 
pain, anxiety or great joy? Are you tired of 
living life on your own? Come live it in 
community!
On Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m., guys 
and girls grades 6–12 are invited to truly 
dive into each others lives and be part of a 
Community Group. Led by Chris and 
Amanda Faulkner, Community Groups are 
divided in two, for guys and girls respec-
tively, as we seek to know each other and 
walk together through our suffering and 
delights. For the 2013-14 school year, 
Community Groups will engage in a series 
called Life Together, in which they will learn 
how to share their stories, study scripture 
and set missional goals for their lives 
together. Stop bearing the burden alone. In 
the FBCD Youth Ministry, you are invited to 
live in community.

Youth
Weekly Schedule
Sunday
The Corner—Morning Bible Study
10–11 a.m. in the Youth Center (S320)
The Corner—Culture & Conversation
6:30–7:30 p.m. in the Youth Center

Wednesday
Community Groups
6:30–7:30 p.m. in the Youth Center
Girls—Room A
Guys—Room B

New Community
for Kids

Fall Schedule for 
Session A

September 4 New Community 
Kickoff Event

September 11 New Community 
Begins
A- week 1

September 18 A- week 2
September 25 A- week 3
October 2 A- week 4
October 9 A- week 5
October 16 A- week 6 (end A)

Experiences
for Kids—Session A

Bible Discovery 
and Exploration 
(be an explorer)

Someone’s in 
the Kitchen 
(explore the 
world through 
foods)

What’s the Big 
Deal About 
Worship? 
(show your 
creative side)

Exploring the 
Life of Christ 
(a 3-D virtual 
journey)Not all of these classes will be offered every session. 

New offerings will also be added in upcoming sessions.

Click here for schedule details and 
interest group descriptions.

Click here to learn more about interest 
areas and volunteer leader information.

For more on New 
Community for Kids
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Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Ed Arnn in the passing of his wife Evelyn 
on Tuesday, August 27. Keep Ed and their 
children, Kyle Arnn and Krista Safrit in your 
prayers. Memorial service for Evelyn will be 
at FBC Decatur, Saturday, September 7, with 
family visitation at 1:00 pm in the church 
parlor and theservice in the sanctuary at 
2:00 pm.
To Dan and Doni Robinson in the death of 
Dan’s mother Ruth on August 26 in Klamath 
Falls, Oregon. A memorial service will be 
held on August 31.
To the family of Jeanette Corley, who passed 
away August 7, especially her children John, 
Ed, Lori and Georgee and her grand-
daughters Taylor & Cameron, as well as her 
friends in the Pairs and Squares group.
To the family of Dennis Nash, who passed 
away August 3, especially his wife Miriam 
and his friends in the Alert Class
To the family of Vicky Anderson, who 
passed away on August 2. A graveside 
service was held at Lavonia City Cemetery.

Pray Dangerously
You are invited to pray with Pastor Julie in 
2013. Sign up by emailing Darci at
drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com.

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Sharyn Dowd (770) 329-7929
Julie P-R (678) 602-7209
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
August 30–Sept 1—Judy Abrams 
Sept 6-8—Harriet Holland
Sept 13-15—Rita Bowers
Sept 20-22—Courtney Mwangura
Sept 27-29—Amanda Faulkner

Wednesday Dinner
Every Wednesday—5:30–6:30 p.m.
The first time a visitor attends the Wednesday 
night supper the meal is free. Encourage folks to 
get involved in New Community offerings and 
the fellowship around the tables.

Office Schedule
Regular office hours:
9 till 5, Monday–Thursday 
9 till 12, Friday

The Offices will be closed for Labor Day, 
Monday, Sept 2.

Judy 
Abrams

Harriet
Holland

Rita
Bowers

Courtney
Mwangura

Amanda
Faulkner

2013 Financials
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through August 25, 2013

Offerings last week…..$16,445
(average needed per week…..$26,346)

Offerings received YTD…..$799,049
Offerings YTD (behind) budget…..($86,913)

YTD through July 31, 2013

Offerings + other income received…..$787,119
Church expenses…..$752,506
Surplus/(Deficit) *…..$34,613

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

Through August 25, 2013
Special Missions…..$14,149
Benevolence Offerings…..$8,552

Sunday Morning Participation
August 25, 2013
BIBLE STUDY

Preschool & Children 24
Youth 21
Adults 257
Total 302

WORSHIP
Fresh Start   8:45 a.m. 150
Sanctuary   11:15 a.m. 220
Total 370

Kick Off Dinner on the Front Lawn
Special Pricing: $7 Adults and $3 Kids
Sept 4—Steven’s BBQ on a Bun and
Dale Doud’s Famous Brunswick Stew
Blue Plate Dinners in September
Sept 11—Taco Bar
Sept 18—Apple Glazed Pork Chops and 
Baked Macaroni n Cheese
Sept 25—Meat Loaf
Kid’s Meal available for children 
10 and under
Meal Prices Note new pricing begins
on Sept 11
Adults—$6.50    Students—$5.50
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Word of Thanks
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the beautiful plant 
you sent for Mary Lee’s Memorial Service, 
but more importantly, thank you for all your 
love, prayers, care, and support all these 
years. First Baptist Church of Decatur was 
the focal point of mother’s life.
Sincerely,
Mary Anne Sharp and the entire Sharp 
family

Welcome New 
Member

Gretchen and Robert Evans
Gretchen joined by Statement
Robert joined by Watchcare

Scan for Giving Online OR
click here to access 
online Giving
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