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Experience the Biblical narrative this fall in 
Sunday morning Bible Study.

THE OUTLOOK
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2 Among Friends, The Story Bible Study

A M O N G  F R I E N D S

Where did summer go?  It feels like somebody is spinning the big Season 
Wheel way too fast. As this issue of the Outlook is sent to you, I’m 
spending a week alone on retreat in the north Georgia mountains for 
prayer, reflection and sermon planning.
! At the end of my retreat, Tim, Taylor, Lucy, my mother and I will 
climb into the car and head to Florida for a week of vacation together in 
Panama City Beach. I love these sacred moments with my family.

     Years ago in the magazine Christian Ministry, Richard Carlson wrote a 
little piece about vacations and vocations that resonates with me to this day:

    As you wrap up your summer and perhaps take one final holiday—whether in Bali or Big 
Canoe—why not give a thought or two to your vocation?  It’s fun to plan where we want to 
go…but even more intriguing to discover where we are sent.
Grace and Peace,

PS   I am away until August 14th.  As always, I’m grateful to our pastoral staff for covering 
extra bases, and to David Gushee for preaching while I’m gone.
! ! ! ! !

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor 

“A few years ago, while our family was on vacation in Florida, my son Andrew and 

I had a conversation about vocation. We were having a good 

time, enjoying fresh sights, sand, surf, and Disney World. 

Andrew wondered why our family just couldn’t pick up 

and move to Florida. ‘Mom could find a church here to 

pastor and you could teach at some school,’ he argued. It 

wasn’t a long conversation: 13-year-olds don’t like to near ‘no,’ accompanied by 

theological discourse. But we stuck at it and understanding began to take root in his 

young mind. ‘I think I get it, Dad,’ Andrew said. ‘You take a vacation, but a vocation 

takes you.’

“Because vocation has always been linked, if not identified with one’s work, and 

work is often measured by one’s productive activity, it is important to underscore 

the passive nature of calling. A vocation takes 

you. A vocation, or call, involves asking ‘what 

God wants me to do’ and ‘who God wants me to 

be.’ A call consists not of choosing, but of being 

chosen. It requires submission, service, and 

sacrifice. The active voice in vocation is God’s, 

not ours. The calling may not be identified with 

what one does to earn a living (for instance, Paul was a tentmaker and the poet 

Wallace Stevens an insurance executive), but for the majority of those who have 

been called, the claim has been so strong as to mean life and work commitment.” 

We all know 
some Bible 
stories, but few 
Christians have 
a grasp of the 
whole sweep of 
the story of 
God’s loving 
pursuit of the 
stubborn 
human beings 
that God 
created in the 
beginning. More importantly, because 
we were made for relationship with 
God, our individual lives—our own 
stories—make no sense unless we 
understand them in the context of the 
ONE BIG STORY—GOD’S STORY. 

This fall children, youth, and adults 
at First Baptist Decatur will join in 
reading through books appropriate to 
each age level that tell THE STORY in 
one continuous narrative, uninterrupted 
by begats, sacrificial details, case law, or 
other material that, although very 
important, is not narrative. The 
translation is Today’s New International 
Version. It is not a paraphrase. The only 
material that is not straight from the 
Bible consists of a few transition 
summaries that are in italic type to show 
that they are not Scripture.

Each of the 31 units of THE STORY 
will be discussed in classes at the 
10:00 a.m. Bible study hour. Within a 
family, every child, youth, parent and 
grandparent will be studying the same 
Bible passages at the same time. This 
will make it easy for kids to discuss the 
passages with the adults in their families 
to make sure that the adults don’t fall 
behind in their reading.

Stay tuned for more about this 
exciting study that begins Sunday 
morning, September 2. If you have 
questions, Pastor Sharyn will be happy 
to answer them.

“You take a 
vacation, but 

a vocation 
takes you.”

cc.flickr.com/lincolnblues

The Biblical 
story in Bible 
study begins 
September 2
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4 Congregational Life

Gene Ealey Retires
Thanks to Gene for serving 
faithfully from February 1993–
July 2012
Almost 25 years 
ago Gene Ealey 
came to work at 
FBC Decatur as 
part of a building 
cleaning service 
company. A few 
years following, 
the decision was 
made to change 
our facilities 
cleaning arrange-
ments and hire our 
own staff do the 
building upkeep. In that transition the 
Facilities Manager, the Building Committee, 
and other staff members made the request to 
the Building Service Company to allow us to 
keep Gene and make him part of our church 
crew.
! Gene has faithfully, patiently, and 
graciously worked and served at our church 

ever since. You may not have seen Gene 
around the church a lot since he has held the 
evening shift for most of his years on staff.  
He has locked up the buildings late at night 
for years and has stayed to work for those 
evening events that went well beyond his 
regular hours. If you have seen Gene around 
the building he is always smiling. He can 
also give you the latest updates on the 
Braves—just ask. 

Love Offering to be Presented 
A love offering is being collected to present 
to Gene on August 29 during the evening 
program. Please show your appreciation to 
Gene for almost 20 years of faithful service. 
Gifts can be made online, in the offering 
plate or at the church office. Be sure to 
clearly designate your gift for Gene. Also 
plan to attend on the evening of August 29.

Lord’s Supper
Observed 
Benevolence Offering 
August 19
The Lord’s Supper will be 
observed and, as is the 
custom at FBC Decatur, a 
benevolence offering for those in need in our 
community will be received. Plan to give 
generously.

Building Improvements 
Update from the PPI Committee 
Activities Building Progress  
The Activities Building is undergoing a face 

lift. Phase 1 began 
on July 9 and will 
conclude around 
August 3. This 
includes the area 
from the education 
building elevator to 
the Activities Room, 
including offices 

and bathrooms. It includes replacing ceiling 
tiles, carpet and lights. The work in the Gym 
is scheduled to begin the second week of 
August and will be completed by the end of 
August. 
Window Replacement Schedule   
Window replacement begins August 1 in the 
area between the Library and the Sanctuary, 
and the Sanctuary and the Chapel, and will 
be completed by September 13. The Library 
windows will then begin, and conclude by 
the end of September. The Sanctuary 
windows will be 
replaced between mid-
October and the 
beginning of November. 
Dates are approximate, 
depending on work flow 
and weather conditions. 
Sanctuary Facade   
The main entrance to 
the Sanctuary is being 
refurbished, undergoing 
much needed repair and 
painting. The large construction equipment 
“decorating” the front lawn will be there for 
another couple of weeks.
Exterior Painting Throughout   
As part of the overall project, the entire 
exterior building facilities will be painted.

Congregational Life
Summer Schedule    
There will be no Wednesday night 
activities in July. A Wednesday Dinner 
and Congregational Meeting will be held 
August 22. On August 29 the fall season 
of adult and children’s 
programs will be 
launched. Be 
sure to date your 
calendars.

SUMMER 2012

Choir this summer    
SANCTUARY
CHOIR
REHEARSAL
7:30–8:45 p.m.
Room S226
Music Suite

Women on Mission 
Meets Tuesday, August 14 
The Women on Mission will meet on 
Tuesday, August 14 10 in Room S304. 
Leaders will meet at 10 a.m., groups at 10:30 
a.m. and the program will begin at 11 a.m.

If you can’t make the 
Wed. rehearsals, please 
join us in the choir room 
by 10:45 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings to go over the 
anthem.

cc.flickr.com/rubyblossom

“Gene was always great to work 
with….agreeable to do any extra 
requests and tasks without any 
excuses or complaints. A very 
dependable staff member. I will 
miss him.”
! ! Barbara Long
! ! First School Director

Congregational 
Meeting 
August 22 
The regularly scheduled quarterly 
Congregational Meeting will be at 
6:30 p.m in Carreker Hall. 
SUPPER WILL RESUME
The Wednesday night dinners will 
resume that night, beginning at 
5:30 p.m. Poppy Seed Chicken is the 
Blue Plate option, and there is a kid’s 
meal—Chicken Fingers.
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Chin children

150 Days 
of Prayer    
As FBC Decatur 
celebrates its 150th 
Anniversary on 
November 18, the 
congregation is 
using a 150 day 
prayer guide, 150 
Days of Prayer: 
Reflecting Upon 

God’s Work in Decatur. For each week, 
the guide includes devotional prayer 
guides written by members of the 
congregation. Continue to faithfully 
journey through the 150 days of prayer.

150th 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

An Update from your 
150th Anniversary Committee

Worship
! Bill Leonard will bring the message 
! in worship on the Anniversary 
! Sunday
A celebration luncheon is being 
planned in the Activities Building
! John Manning will be the very 
! ! light-hearted, entertaining 
! ! speaker.
! A casual catered meal with a very 
! ! family friendly price is planned.
! The Women’s Ministry is involved in 
! ! making the luncheon a very 
! ! special and memorable 
! ! occasion.

! Tickets will go on sale in October
All ages
! All ages will be included in the plans 
! ! for the day.
Chimes in Celebration 
! Chimes have been installed and 
! ! the dedication service is being 
! ! planned. Date to be announced.

Congregational Life (continued)

FBC Decatur Is Host 
to the Decatur Book 
Festival 

Volunteer to welcome visitors to 
FBC Decatur campus
September 1–2
First Baptist Decatur will host attendees for 
the Decatur Book Festival (DBF) on 
September 1-2 (Labor Day weekend). We 
have provided a book festival venue since 
2009, and are delighted to again engage with 
our community and welcome hundreds of 
folks to our facility.
! FBCD volunteers will cover numerous 
tasks for DBF venue support. Volunteers will 
have the opportunity to mingle with 
interesting authors and great volunteers 
AND receive a DBF t-shirt!

Author Talk/Venue Support
 Assist at one of the author venues by 
greeting attendees, directing them to seating, 
and managing lines during book purchases 
and signings.
• Saturday, September 1—Morning and 
afternoon shifts / approximately 3 hours 
each
• Sunday, September 2‚Afternoon shifts / 2 
or 3 hours each

Volunteer Check-in
Check in volunteers, give them their t-shirt, 
and direct them to their assignment.  This is 
a perfect job for an organized, detail-oriented 
person who enjoys meeting people.
• Saturday, September 1—Morning and 
afternoon shifts/approximately 3 hours each
• Sunday, September 2—Afternoon shift of 

approximately 3 hours

How to Sign Up
Complete a Volunteer Sign Up Form and 
email it to Debra Pyron at dmp1331@aol.com 
or drop it by the church office. Volunteer 
forms can also be picked up in the church 
office. Contact Debra at (404) 202-1037 with 
any questions.

Training
Orientation for volunteers will be held on 
Sunday, August 19, 12:30–1:00 p.m. at FBC 
Decatur Sanctuary (immediately following 
worship service). The training will cover 
basic information regarding assignments and 
responsibilities.

Walk in Decatur
Meet Near the Ball Field
Every Tuesday Night at 7:30 p.m.

Are you interested in getting to know your 
fellow FBCD-ers while also getting fit? If so, 
please join us for a new weekly walking 
group! An intergenerational group of 
FBC folks are invited to gather for an 
opportunity to walk and fellowship. We'll 
plan to walk through our Decatur neighbor-
hood for one hour every Tuesday from 
7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Walkers should plan to meet in the parking 
lot near the baseball field, and don't forget to 
bring some water to keep you cool during 
these summer months!

Braves 
Outing 
Gwinnett Braves
August 23
Young at Heart is 
sponsoring an outing 
to the Gwinnett 
Braves Game at Coolray Stadium. Tickets 
will be $15. Supper will be at the Gwinnett 
Varsity. Contact Darci at 
drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com to sign up.

TH

 A N N I V E R S A R Y

Bill Leonard 

http://www.decaturbookfestival.com/2012/authors/full-author-list.php
http://www.decaturbookfestival.com/2012/authors/full-author-list.php
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/assets/files/FBCD_Vol_Sign_Up_Form.pdf
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/assets/files/FBCD_Vol_Sign_Up_Form.pdf
mailto:dmp1331@aol.com
mailto:dmp1331@aol.com
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com
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Mission 2012

Step into Africa  October 7-14

Mission Focus:
Aids and Children in Africa

To volunteer as a greeter, contact Susan Bennett. benn369@bellsouth.net or (404)377-6998 
To help with snacks for volunteers contact Gail Duke. DukeLG@att.net or 404)377-0984 
To arrange for someone to make a presentation to your civic group, PTA, neighborhood organization, please get 
in touch with David Bennett. benn369@bellsouth.net or (404)377-6998 

COMING TO THE FBC DECATUR
GYM  IN OCTOBER

Visitors walk in the steps of Emmanuel, 
Babirye, Kombo, or Mathabo, listening to 
stirring audio and viewing captivating 
photography as they intimately engage in 
the child’s life story.

This exhibit will change 
everything you thought 
you knew about the 
world AIDS pandemic.

Get Involved by Volunteering

Sponsored by First Baptist Decatur, 
Decatur First United Methodist and 
Decatur Presbyterian

The rooms in the exhibit provide visitors with 
a life-sized view into the world of an African 
child. Visitors can “step into” a fishing village 
in Uganda, a truck stop in Kenya, or the 
mountains of Lesotho, for example.

Read More 
Experience Info

FREE
Exhibit

mailto:benn369@bellsouth.net
mailto:benn369@bellsouth.net
mailto:DukeLG@att.net
mailto:DukeLG@att.net
mailto:benn369@bellsouth.net
mailto:benn369@bellsouth.net
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/assets/files/Step_Into_Africa_Experience_Info_72.jpg
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/assets/files/Step_Into_Africa_Experience_Info_72.jpg
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/assets/files/Step_Into_Africa_Experience_Info_72.jpg
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/assets/files/Step_Into_Africa_Experience_Info_72.jpg
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Mission 2012

Sandwiches 
for the Journey Shelter

Young at Heart
Supports
Street Grace

The YAH Committee has been 
working on numerous projects in 2012 
with Street Grace as part of our 150th 
Anniversary emphasis on missions. 
Recently the committee provided $360 
worth of gift cards for distribution to 
victims of trafficking and exploitation. 
Previous projects included snack/
lunch bags. The committee collected 
supplies, assembled, and delivered 
75 bags.
Want to know more:
http://streetgrace.org/
Want to get involved?
Contact Bob Williamson at
bwilliamson@fbcdecatur.com

The Street Grace mission:
Galvanizing Resources Against
Child Exploitation

The 2012 goal for the Special Missions 
Offering is $32,000. Your gifts make a 
difference all around the world!

FBC Decatur Special 
Missions Offering 
Supports Ministries in 
Taiwan and the Congo 
Your Gifts Make a Difference 
Around the World! 

Included in the First Baptist Special 
Missions Offering are funds for four 
missionary families whose work is separate 
from the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
program that receives the bulk of the 
offering. They are: Dan and Donnie 
Robinson in Taiwan, Rusty and Debbie Pugh 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Bill 
and Noy Peeler in Cambodia, and Carolyn 
Bishop with the Consortium for Global 
Education. 

The 2011 offering provided funds for 
the (Taiwan) Morrison Academy basketball 
team to travel to a tournament in China. 
The players received special training in 
evangelism before they went, made new 
friends, and won the title! The Congo Mission Team got to see the 

results of our mission giving at the site of 
the manufacturing operation for the ceramic 
water filters that the Pughs provide to 
Congolese schools and families. The filters 
also provide evangelistic opportunities 
because of the many home visits required to 
follow up and teach families how to keep 
them clean and functioning properly.

The Peelers were able to take a medical 
team into underserved parts of Cambodia 
and hope to have an opportunity to take 
some FBCD folks with them on a future 
mission.

More photos of the mission work online:
Taiwan Mission Photos
Congo Mission Photos
Cambodia Mission Photos

Clay is mixed with 
fine sawdust to 
make the "flower 
pot" looking filter 
porous. After drying 
and firing, the clay 
pot is placed in a 
plastic bucket. 
Polluted water 
placed in the clay 
pot filters into the 
plastic bucket and 
is then safe to 
drink.

http://streetgrace.org
http://streetgrace.org
mailto:bwilliamson@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:bwilliamson@fbcdecatur.com
https://picasaweb.google.com/102239188412519096914/TaiwanMission2012
https://picasaweb.google.com/102239188412519096914/TaiwanMission2012
https://picasaweb.google.com/102239188412519096914/CongoMission2012
https://picasaweb.google.com/102239188412519096914/CongoMission2012
https://picasaweb.google.com/102239188412519096914/CambodiaMission2012?authuser=0&feat=directlink
https://picasaweb.google.com/102239188412519096914/CambodiaMission2012?authuser=0&feat=directlink
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8 FBC Decatur Kids and The Youth Group

Our Children’s Ministry welcomes 
children up to and including fifth grade 

Vacation Bible School Success
Thank You! 
Thank you church 
family for your 
prayers, donations, 
volunteering, and 
support during our 
Fieldtrip of Faith 
VBS.

We had a fantastic 
week with an 
average or 274 
children attending 
and over 100 adult 
volunteers. We will never be 
the same! Children and adults alike lives 
have been changed. Be sure to thank God 
when someone shares HOPE with you.

AUGUST EVENTS
Promotion Sunday
August 5

End of Summer Pool Party
August 26, 4:00–6:00 p.m.

Fall Wednesday Nights Resume
with Fall Kickoff at the Pavilion
August 29 at 5:30 p.m.

Our Youth Ministry is open to all youth in 
grades six through twelve:

Summer Recap
Youth end a summer of purpose and fun
The youth are wrapping a very busy 
summer.  Our Mission Trip to Gary, WV was 
filled with meaningful and tiring work for 
that small community. We hung drywall, 
poured lots of concrete, and even built a 
carport!
The youth also travelled to Panama City, 
Florida for a time of relaxation, prayer, and 
Bible Study. We held team competitions 
(congrats to Team 4!) and learned about 
the importance of several Spiritual 
Disciplines: worship, prayer, reading 
scripture, and 

communion.
Keep the youth in your prayers as 

they return to school this month!

FBC Decatur Kids • Youth Group

Middle School 
Pool Party 
& Sleepover

Middle School youth have a pool 
party followed by a sleepover at the 
church Saturday and Sunday
August 11 and 12. 
All rising and current Middle 
Schoolers are invited! Meet outside 
the Activities Building at 3:30 p.m.

Feast
Fellowship
Reconnect

Come for a church-wide supper 
and a time of gathering to 
kickoff the new Wednesday 
night programs for 2012/13.

Hot Dogs • Hamburgers • BarBQ
Regular Wednesday night supper prices:
Adults $6, Students $5, Children 10 and under $3, Family Max $20

FA L L
K I C K O F F
a t  t h e  
P a v i l i o n  
C h u r c h  F a m i l y  
C e l e b r a t i o n

Church-wide 
event for all!

Wednesday
August  29
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Member Highlights
Welcome to Our New Members

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Priscilla Janowski and family in the death of 
her grandfather, Robert Meek, who passed 
away on June 26. 

To Dot Gordon on the death of her sister, 
Annette Fleming who passed away, Thursday, 
July 26. Memorial services were held in 
Lavonia, Georgia. 

Congratulations
Congratulations to Sarah and Adam Garner on 
the birth of their son, Liam Setter Garner, on 
July 27. 

Congratulations to Lynyetta Willis on the birth 
of daughter Autumn Lily-Ciara, on July 30. 
Baby, dad, mom and big brother Joseph are all  
doing great! (Lynyetta was the Verdery Center 
Director until her recent family move.)

Pray for the World
Please follow the daily 
prayer guide for all the 
countries of the world at 
www.operationworld.org.

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
(404) 373-1653 and select option 8.
Pastor on call
Aug 3–5—Bob Williamson 
Aug 10–12—Debbie Britt
Aug 17–19—Julie P-R
Aug 24–26—Sharyn Dowd
Aug 31–Sept 2— Bob Williamson
Deacon on call
Aug 3–5—Merlene Benson 
Aug 10–12—Mickey Goodson
Aug 17–19—Susan Bennett
Aug 24–26—Jess Davis
Aug 31–Sept 2—Annie Mullins

Blue Plate
August 22 ! !Poppy Seed Chicken
August 29! ! Hamburgers, Hot
! ! ! Dogs, BBQ—at the 
! ! ! Pavilion

Kid’s Meal (for children 10 and under)
August 22 ! !Chicken Fingers
August 29! ! Same as adults

Wednesday Dinner
There will be no Wednesday Dinners served 
at the church from July 4 through August 15. 

Next Wednesday Dinner on August 22
Following dinner, a Congregational Meeting 
will be held in Carreker Hall.

Church Office Hours
9 till 5, Monday–Thursday 
9 till 12, Friday
The church offices will be closed on Monday, 
September 3 for the Labor Day holiday.
 

Merlene
Benson

Mickey 
Goodson

Susan 
Bennett

Jess
Davis

Annie
Mullins

2012 Financials	  
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through July 29, 2012

Offerings last week	$25,589
(average needed per week $26,346)
Offerings received YTD	$725,871
Offerings YTD (behind) budget	($75,450)
YTD through June 30, 2012
Offerings + other income received	$653,767
Church expenses	$(709,178)
Expenses paid over income received	$(55,411)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.
YTD through June 30, 2012
MISSION GIVING
Benevolence Giving	$6,580
Special Missions	$12,318
(2011 yearly goal $32,000)

PROGRAM	Income over/(under) expenses

First School	$12,005
Activities	$2,412
Kitchen	$(1,803)
Music School	$227

Sunday Morning Participation
July 29, 2012
BIBLE STUDY

	 Preschool & Children	33
	 Youth	9

	 Adults	201
	 	 Total	 243

WORSHIP
	 	 Fresh Start   8:45 a.m.	138
	    	 Sanctuary   11:15 a.m.	213
	 	 Total	 351

Leonard Williams
Statement of faith

Kia Jackson
Transfer of Letter

http://www.operationworld.org
http://www.operationworld.org
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook

