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•   fol lowed by a picnic and games on the front lawn

Family Dinner at 5:30 p.m.

Adults—Book Study with Bob—6:30 p.m.
Kids & Families at the Market—4-7 p.m.
Youth—Wildcard Wednesdays begin July 20—6:30 p.m.
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2 Letter from Roger Paynter

A letter of resignation from Roger Paynter

Roger’s decision was shared with 
the personnel committee and deacon 
leadership, the deacons last night, 
and FBCD ministers and church 
staff.
Roger has emphasized that his 
decision is unrelated to First Baptist 
Church Decatur and that he has 
every confidence in the future of our 
church.

Please keep Roger in your thoughts and prayers as 
he attends to personal issues.  
Though it is difficult to have Roger step away at a 
time when healing is underway, we are moving 
forward, and ask for your active involvement in the 
work of FBCD.
Plans are in place for preaching in coming weeks.  
David Gushee looks forward to preaching this 
Sunday as we celebrate Parker Ebling-Artz’ 
ministry.
The personnel committee and deacon leadership 
are working together to confirm next steps in both 
the interim process and the search process for a 
permanent, full-time Lead Pastor.
Love in Christ,
 
Kathy Kinlaw
Deacons Council Chair
Karen Owen
Personnel Committee
Bob Williamson
Executive Pastor
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Dear Deacons and Personnel Committee 
members:

It is with a heavy heart that I must write and 
notify you of my immediate resignation as the 
Interim Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church 
Decatur. There are situations that have arisen 
in my family that need my attention to a 
degree that I would be prevented from giving 
the kind of pastoral attention that you need 

and deserve. Please know that I am very grateful for the 
opportunity you have provided for me to serve your church
in this time of healing. It has been my great privilege to work 
alongside you. I will be watching and praying for you from 
afar as you continue to seek to be the faithful people of God at 
308 Clairemont and beyond. You are an extraordinary people 
and I know that God will continue to do strong work among 
and through you.
Respectfully yours,

Rev. Dr. Roger A. Paynter

A word from the 
Deacons Council and 
Personnel Committee
Dated Wednesday, June 22, 2016
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April Wednesday Nights
For details go to
fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-
nights/ 

Family Dinners each week
Wednesday night meals served
5:30-6:30 p.m. in Carreker Hall.
Begin with supper and a time of 
sharing around the tables before 
attending activities and studies 
which begin at 6:30 p.m.
See the complete Wednesday 
menus here.
Book Study with Bob
Bob Williamson will lead a study of 
“Twelve Keys to an Effective 
Church.” 6:30 p.m., Carreker Hall
Kids at the Market
Kids and families are invited to be a 
part of the Decatur Farmers Market 
summer. Be sure to come by the 
Kid’s Tent sponsored by FBCD.
Market hours: 4-7 p.m.
Youth Wednesday Nights
Wildcard Wednesdays will begin 
again on July 20. Youth will be on 
mission in North Carolina July 13.
Worship Arts
7:30–8:45 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir – Music Suite
7:30–9:00 p.m.
Fresh Start Band – Carreker Hall
Support Groups Meet Weekly
Support groups meet on their own 
schedules, so please contact your 
group leader if there is a possible 
holiday conflict. 
ANAD Group    7-8 p.m.
Emotions Anonymous    7-8 p.m.
Al-Anon    7:30-8:30 p.m.
Support Groups listed here: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/For current events at FBCD, visit News & Events on the church website.

News & Events
F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  D E C A T U R

Worship July 4th 
Weekend
Sunday, July 3
David Gushee will preach “How to Love 
America” in FreshStart and Sanctuary 
worship. Kaitlin Curtice will begin serving 
as the Interim FreshStart Worship Leader. 
Sanctuary will be led by the choir and 
Sanctuary musicians. Plan to make worship 
a part of your weekend celebrating our 
nation’s birthday.

Communion
Schedule for Communion/Lord’s Supper
In Sanctuary Worship, Communion is served 
on the first Sunday of each month unless 
there is a conflict. Due to the 4th of July 
holiday, Communion will be served on
July 10 this month. As is our custom in 
Sanctuary worship, a benevolence offering 
will be received following Communion.
The Lord’s Supper is served each week in 
the FreshStart service (8:45 a.m. in Carreker 
Hall). Benevolence offering is normally 
received the first Sunday of each month. This 
month it will be received on July 10.

July Contemplative 
Service
July 10
5 p.m., in Carreker Hall
In July the Contemplative Service will take 
place after the 4th of July holiday weekend. 
This reflective service invites participants to 
rest in the presence of Christ through silence, 
scripture readings and communion. In 
August, the service will return to its regular 
schedule on the first Sunday of the month.

Beginning the
New School Year
Combined Worship on August 7 at 10:30 a.m.
FreshStart and Sanctuary will worship 
together as children and teachers begin the 
2016/17 school year. Worship will be 
followed by a picnic and games on the front 
lawn. Learning Groups and Bible Study will 
meet at 9:15 a.m. before Combined Worship.

Summer at FBCD
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Pray For & Help Orlando
A Way to Help Orlando Now through a CBF Church
Pastor Mercer of Church on the Drive has expressed the 
weight of the unimaginable circumstances in his city as he 
seeks ways to engage in support where it is most needed. “For 
anyone who needs a church to perform services for anyone lost 
in this tragedy, we have made the decision that our church will 
be open,” says Pastor Mercer. The church is also busy making 
much needed care packs for police and first responders. 
Consider donating to support the efforts of this CBF affiliated 
congregation. Go to churchonthedrive.org to learn more. 

First School Information Tour
Parents’ opportunity to learn about First School
The next tour of First School will be on Tuesday, July 12 at
8 a.m. No preregistration is needed. Learn more here.

First Camp Summer Registration
You may still register for summer camp weeks!
First Camp's summer registration is still open for you to sign up 
for weeks through July 28. Lots of fun activities and field trips 
are still planned! This is a First Camp summer that you don't 
want to miss. You may register here.

Congregational Meeting
In FreshStart and in Sanctuary worship
There will be a brief Congregational Meeting following each 
worship service on July 24. This is a regularly scheduled 
quarterly meeting of the congregation.

Memphis Mission Opportunity 
July 18-22
Join us for a week in Memphis to help out the University of 
Tennessee Health Science Center Baptist Collegiate Ministry. 
Everyone is invited to participate! Work could include light carpentry, painting, cleaning, 
cooking and gardening. Contact Bob and Margie Williamson at bwilliamson@fbcdecatur.com.

Successes and Things to Come
An update from the Music Ministry and Worship Arts
Successes
•Dinner and a Show was a huge success with over 178 people in attendance. The night 
boasted a fabulous array of FBCD talent and guest performers, plus a great meal by Steven 
Hall and our Food Services team. •Allen Michael Jones and Melissa Joseph presented an 
Ovations Concert with over 100 people in attendance. •Celli+Friends presented a concert to 
benefit the Peace of Threads Mission. The Women’s Ministry and Ovations Concert sponsored 
the event which had approximately 200 people in attendance. •Are We There Yet was 
presented in the sanctuary. Children from the Matupi Congregation, First Camp and FBCD 
kids and youth told the story of Exodus.
Things to Come
The Decatur Fine Arts Academy presents:
Freeman Lee Vocal Intensive Project

Students from around the USA will work on stage 
deportment, vocal technique and interpretation of operatic 
repertoire. Metropolitan Opera Bass, Morris Robinson will 
present a Master Class. If you are interested in observing, 
please contact Kathryn Hartgrove at 
khartgrove@fbcdecatur.com.
These workshops will culminate in an Ovations Concert in the Sanctuary on July 17 at
3 p.m. All are welcome to this FLIP Opera Concert. Free of charge.
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Kids on 
Wednesdays 
Kids and families are invited to be a 
part of the Decatur Farmers Market 
on Wednesday afternoons this 
summer. Drop by the Kid’s Tent 
sponsored by our children’s 
ministry. Kids enjoy time with Dale 
Doud and our FBCD Kid’s Tent 
volunteers while creating a special art 
project. The market hours are 4-7 p.m.

Kids
News & 
Events
Fanfare 
Music
Fanfare Music begins August 24
Kids Grades 1-5 will prepare a 
Christmas season musical drama— “The 
Inn Crowd: A Christmas Musical for 
Children,” to be presented December 2.
Upcoming Events Summer 2016
Passport Kids Camp—July 16-19
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on all children’s 
activities, go here. Contact Pastor Dale at 
ddoud@fbcdecatur.com.

Youth
News & Events
For the latest youth news:
fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Bible Study
10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room S320
Wildcard Wednesdays
Wildcard Wednesdays will begin again 
on July 20.
Upcoming Events in 2016
Mission Trip—July 10-15
Youth will be on mission in North 
Carolina.
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information � � contact Billy 
Roberts at broberts@fbcdecatur.com
or go to the youth page at: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/youth

Pray & Help
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Young at Heart
EVENTS
Ice Cream Social at
Clairmont Oaks
Tuesday, July 26
Dottie Aiken is the YAH contact person 
for this annual event. FBCD senior adults 
provide ice cream and a good time of 
friendship to Clairmont Oaks residents.

Georgia Antebellum
Trail Tour
Monday-Friday, September 12-16

The trail tour is four nights, five days. 
The cost of $360 per person covers all 
hotels, breakfasts, and entrance fees. 
Limited to 25 adults. Sign-up begins on 
April 3. $50 deposit required to reserve 
your space.

Memphis Mission
July 18-22
Sign up now to help collegiate ministry in 
Memphis (see page 4 for details). Adults 
of all ages are invited to participate.

Wednesday
Daytime Bible Study
4-5 p.m.
Margie and Bob 
are leading the 
year long 
curriculum 
series. You may 
join the study at 
any time.
The study is held in—S206 (Crossroads 
Conference Room)—and a fresh pot of 
coffee will be ready when you get there.
Anyone and everyone is welcome.  Just 
plan to show up and bring your Bible.

Know More
www.fbcdecatur.com/senior-adults

July Generosity Challenge
“Let your light shine”
The Generosity Team is so excited to share the July challenge 
with you. As you know, the special offerings being given 
through our monthly giving challenges are addressing some 
much needed improvements to our beautiful Sanctuary 
including lighting replacement, sound system upgrades and 
general cleaning of the hard to reach vents and ceiling.
The past couple of months we’ve given up coffee, we’ve scoured for change and we’ve made 
great progress on our journey to living generously. This month we want to take Matthew 5:16 
very literally and let our light shine. If you’ve worshiped in Sanctuary lately you may have had 
to work a little harder to read your hymnal or fill out your tithing envelope—well that’s 
because we’ve got quite a few burnt out bulbs. And you may be thinking, “what’s so hard 
about changing a light bulb?” We’re glad you asked. The hard part is getting waaaayyyy up in 
the ceiling to reach them. It requires some special equipment and impeccable balance. And it’s 
not something you can just set up and do every time a bulb goes out. Which brings us to our 
next point: LED bulbs. We want to replace all the bulbs, at one time, with LED bulbs that will 
last 15-20 years and cost a fraction of what the current bulbs cost to keep on. That way the next 
time the lights need changing our kids and grandkids can deal with it!
If everyone is willing to purchase just one LED bulb this month we can get all the bulbs 
replaced. Your challenge is to purchase a single LED light bulb for our Sanctuary. But please 
feel free to go above and beyond. Every donation beyond getting the bulbs themselves covered 
will go toward the installation and cleaning cost. We will be providing details on 
the exact cost and number of bulbs very soon… 
Thank you for continuing to give and live generously with us.

Many thanks!—The Generosity Team
(Tex Grubbs, Austin Lee, Katie Roberts, Peggy Smith, Beth Withers, Joe Wright)

Decatur Book Festival Volunteers
September 3-4
First Baptist Church Decatur will host attendees for the 11th AJC 
Decatur Book Festival (DBF) on September 3-4 (Labor Day weekend). 
We have been a book festival venue since 2009 and are delighted to 
again partner with our community and welcome hundreds of folks to 
our campus. There are numerous ways to help out—volunteers will 
cover a variety of tasks for DBF venue support in the sanctuary and 
Carreker Hall. Volunteers will have the opportunity to mingle with 
interesting authors, greet attendees, and receive a DBF t-shirt!
Below are descriptions of the roles:

Author Talk/Venue Support —Assist at one of the author venues by greeting attendees, 
directing them to seating, and managing lines during book purchases and signings.
Saturday, September 3—Morning and afternoon shifts / approximately 3 hours each
Sunday, September 4–Afternoon shifts / 2 or 3 hours each
Volunteer Check-in—Check in volunteers at FBCD office, give them their t-shirt, and 
direct them to their assignment in sanctuary or Carreker. This is a perfect job for an 
organized, detail-oriented person who enjoys meeting people.
Saturday, September 3—Morning and afternoon shifts / approximately 3 hours each
Sunday, September 4—Afternoon shift of approximately 3 hours

How to Sign Up—Signing up is easy with the Volunteer Decatur automated system that 
allows you to see descriptions of the various roles, choose your preferred date, or make 
changes to your assignment after you sign up. The book festival volunteer calendar will be 
available in early July.

Previous Volunteers—If you have previously registered with Volunteer Decatur? Click here.
If you volunteered last year you should already be in the volunteer database. Use above 
link to log in, see all the available slots, and sign up.
New Volunteers—To sign up with Volunteer Decatur, click here. Complete the volunteer 
application/profile to get started; you will receive a confirmation email with log-in 
instructions. Access the calendar to view open assignments and sign up.

Additional Questions—For questions about FBCD’s participation, contact Debra Pyron at 
dmp1331@aol.com or 404-202-1037.

Eagle Tavern Museum in Watkinsville, GA
Give

www.fbcdecatur.com/giving
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Sunday Mornings in July
July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
8:45 a.m. FreshStart
10 a.m. Learning Groups and Bible Study
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Combined Worship Aug. 7
9:15 a.m. Learning Groups and Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Combined Worship (followed by

picnic and games on the lawn)

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
Fax—404-370-7692
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
June 27–July 3—David Tyler
July 4–10—Paul Wallace 
July 11–17—Ron Thomas
July 18–24—Phil Wise
July 25–31—Gail Duke

David 
Tyler

Paul 
Wallace

Ron
Thomas

Phil
Wise

Gail 
Duke

Wednesday Dinner
Served each Wednesday night
from 5:30–6:20 p.m.
In Carreker Hall 

Menu
July 6—Pizza and Salad
July 13—Beef Tips
July 20—BBQ Chicken
July 27—Meat Loaf

Meal Prices
Adults—$6.50    Students—$5.50
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Office Schedule
Regular Office Hours
Monday–Thursdays—9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Fridays—9 a.m.–Noon
Office Closings
July 4—Independence Day 

Visit the FBCDwebsite
Your go-to place for FBCD information
www.fbcdecatur.com
Browse the site from your computer, your 
smart phone or tablet. Explore each section 
to find the information most useful to you.
Check out the News & Events section 
regularly to see the latest announcements. 
Need to find something? Enter it in the 
Search Box in the footer (at the bottom of 
every page!).
Go to Explore on the top menu bar to find a 
list of resources to tap into. These include:
News & Events, Sermons Online, Author 
Conversations, Newsletter (Outlook), 
Stories, Media Center, and Calendar.

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Sharyn Dowd on the passing of her 
father, Ed Dowd, on June 16.
To  Bill Bailey on the passing of his mother, 
Mary Bailey, on June 21. 

Complete menus online

Congregational Meeting
There will be a short Congregational Meeting 
following each worship service on July 24.

Volunteer 
Spotlight
Tifanie Haun
Tifanie has served as past 
chair of the Children's 
Ministry Leadership 
Team and and continues to be very much 
involved as a volunteer in worship care. She 
is married to Mike who is an avid supporter 
of children's ministry and is currently serving 
as a deacon. They have two children, Olivia 
and Gabriel. When you see Tifanie and Mike 
around the church be sure to offer a big word 
of thanks and appreciation.

Wednesdays in July
Family Dinners resume on July 6, served 
from 5:30 to 6:20 p.m.
Adults—Book Study with Bob at 6:30 p.m.
Kids & Families at the Decatur Farmers 
Market on the front lawn, between
4 and 7 p.m.
The Youth Wildcard Wednesdays begin 
again on July 20.

Women on Mission
On Tuesday, July 12, Women on Mission 
will meet in S218 (Joy/Dunstan) at 10:15 
a.m. for sharing and prayer. Everyone is 
invited.

Prayer Page Online
You can make a prayer request through
our Prayer Page online at: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/prayer

You will also find special requests for 
prayer. Currently the victims of the 
Orlando and Charleston mass shooting 
tragedies are listed so you may pray for 
their families by name.
A Contemplative Prayer Group meets the 
third Wednesday of each month. The 
location varies, so if you are interested in 
participating, please contact Mark Parnell 
at: markparnell@att.net

Prayer Concern Updates
FBCD Prayer Concerns are updated and 
posted online at MyFBCD on the church 
website twice a week. 
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