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THE OUTLOOK

Thanks, Volunteers!

185 kids + 86 volunteers =
a great 2015 VBS
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2 Youth Pastor Billy Roberts, July 5th Brunch, Security Note

On Sunday, June 21, the Personnel Committee recommended Billy 
Roberts for the position of Interim Youth Pastor at First Baptist 
Church Decatur. The recommendation had also been affirmed by the 
Finance Committee and the Deacon Council. Based on the current 
transitional environment at FBCD, the Personnel Committee elected 
to focus on internal candidates. Three people were interviewed by a 
panel consisting of Josephine Brody, Jess Davis, Leslie Madden, 
Courtney Mwangura, Karen Owen, Debra Pyron, Lisa Tyler, Matt 
Visser, and Scott Winn. 
Following both Fresh Start and Sanctuary worship on June 21, the 
congregation voted to accept the recommendation to call Billy 
Roberts as the Interim Youth Pastor.
Billy received his Master of Divinity degree from McAfee School of 
Theology in 2012. He graduated in 2009 from Georgia Institute of 
Technology with a Bachelor of Science in Management with 
Marketing and Social Psychology certifications. Billy is married
to Katie and they are parents to Sam who is 9 months old.
Billy is no stranger to First Baptist Decatur and many will recall
that he served as Summer Youth Ministries Coordinator in 2012. 
Since then he has worked with Habitat for Humanity
International's corporate office and most recently has been
a stay-at-home dad. Billy has remained an active member
of the FBCD congregation, including participation in the
Second Cup Sunday School class and coordination of the Fresh
Start Tech Team.
Billy's experience with the FBCD youth program has strengthened 
his commitment to create a safe place where youth can express 
themselves freely as they develop in their faith. He recognizes these 
years are important in fostering the critical thinking necessary for 
strong spiritual foundations. Billy is excited about "the impact these 
young lives could have on our church, the City of Decatur, the 
people they meet on mission, my life, and my family's life."
Billy will transition into the Youth Pastor role as Leanna Coyle-Carr 
leaves to begin graduate studies at Wake Forest University School of 
Divinity later this summer.

You are invited to a covered dish brunch
During the weekend of Fourth of July festivities in 
Decatur, there will be a brunch between worship times on 
Sunday, July 5 in Carreker Hall at 10 a.m.
All Fresh Start, Sanctuary, and 10 a.m. class attendees are 
encouraged to gather for good food and good fellowship.

Bring your favorite brunch style dish
Bring your favorite brunch style dish(s) to share. Coffee, 
juice and paper ware will be provided by the church.

8:45 and 11:15 worship times
Both worship hours are on the regular schedule: Fresh 
Start at 8:45 a.m. and Sanctuary at 11:15 a.m.

Casual dress
Casual dress. Red, white, and blue encouraged.

A Word from the
Personnel Committee
Calling of New 
Interim Youth Pastor
approved by
FBCD Congregation

Billy Roberts

Security Note from Van
In light of recent events, we want everyone in the congregation to be 
aware of our security here at FBCD. We have discussed security in 
numerous meetings with staff and lay leaders. At one point we had 
some serious issues concerning the security of the facilities, 
especially during the week when we have our First School and First 
Camp programs running. While no facility can prevent every 
security breach, we have done our very best at making sure our 
facilities are 100% secure. All entry points to our church are locked at 
all times during the week, with the exception of the main door to the 
front office, where we have staff and volunteers. Our security 
cameras are operational, and we have recently installed two new 

cameras that watch and record our portico entrance. The keypad 
system is fully operational as well. When we rent our facilities, we 
provide the group with a specific code that only works for certain 
doors and at certain times. This prevents us from having numerous 
keys floating around. Our facilities are also secured from building to 
building—meaning that one cannot freely walk from the Sanctuary 
Building into the Education Building without a key code or key 
card. During our worship service times, the doors to the buildings 
are unlocked. We would ask that if you see anyone suspicious that 
you contact a staff member immediately. — Van Smith
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News & Events
Summer Sermon
Series Continues
Life Together: The Sins and Graces of 
Christian Community
Our own Peter Rhea Jones, Professor of 
Preaching and New Testament at McAfee 
School of Theology and FBCD Pastor 
Emeritus, and David Gushee, Professor of 
Christian Ethics and Director of the Center 
for Theology and Public Life at McAfee 
School of Theology, are preaching the 
summer sermon series. For complete 
information on worship this summer, go to 
Upcoming Worship on the FBCD website.

Bible Study on Prayer
Wednesday Night Study for 6 weeks
On Wednesday nights beginning July 8 we 
will have a 6 weeks study on Prayer led by 
Bob and Margie Williamson. This will be for 
anyone and everyone. So if you are not 
already in another small group, not helping 
lead children or youth, not in the Fresh Start 
Band, and not in choir rehearsal—join us.
Wednesday schedule for this study will be:
Family Dinner 5:30–6:30 p.m.
Prayer time around the tables
Study on Prayer in S216 6:30–7:30 p.m.

MyFBCD
A page especially for FBCD folks
There is a section of the website which requires 
a passcode. It is not high level security, but is a 
section not as easily accessible to casual visitors 
to our website. This is where we can share 
things like the Prayer Concerns which has 
personal information, New Member photos, 
Congregational News (sometimes, including 
church business and reports), Deacon on Call 
Schedule and more. Click on the oval 
MyFBCD to the far right in the menu bar. The 
passcode to access this area is clairemont so 
type that in when the box pops up which 
requires it.
Then go to the area you are looking forward 
and click one more time on either the topic title 
or its photo to get the information you need.

For current events at FBCD, visit News & Events on the church website.

Worship Together: Life Together

YARD SALE
Time to donate & 
volunteer
The Yard Sale, an FBCD tradition, will 
be held on the front lawn this year on 
October 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
The sale helps fund the many mission 
projects supported by First Baptist 
Church Decatur and provides 
scholarships to First School families, 
First Camp participants and Youth 
missions.
Find out all you need to know here:
www.fbcdecatur.com/the-yard-sale

Summer Break Wednesdays
June Wednesdays and July 1
No Family Dinners or Activities

Family Dinners resume July 8
Wednesday night meals served
5:30-6:30 p.m., in Carreker Hall

July and August Wednesday Nights  
“Wednesday Nights” resumes on 
July 8 and continues into the fall.
For details go to
fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-
nights/

Support Groups this Summer
Support groups meet on their own 
schedules, so please contact your 
group leader for summer dates. 
Support Groups listed here: http://
www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
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http://www.fbcdecatur.com/upcoming-worship
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Kids Wednesdays 
New Community
for Kids
6:30–7:30 p.m.
each Wednesday

Preschool age
(3-kindergarten)
Journey’s with 
Jesus—E114

Grades 1-5
Games with Purpose—in Kids Zone 

Kids
News & Events
God’s Love in Action
move • act • care • follow • share
Each day of Vacation Bible School, 
students looked at how God’s force or 
God’s Love in Action invited them to 
move, act, care, follow and share.
Our mission emphasis was helping local 
mission partners in Decatur and the 
surrounding communities. School 
supplies were gathered for Edgewood 
Church, and students prepared 
containers for the school store sponsored 
by the church. 

185 students and 87 volunteers 
participated in the week’s program from 
June 15 through June 19.

UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on all children’s 
activities, go here. Contact Pastor Dale at 
ddoud@fbcdecatur.com.

Youth
News & Events
For the latest youth news,
go online at
fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
SUMMER DATES
Service Tuesdays  begin on June 30
Mystery Trip  July 11
Mids & 5ths Mixer: BBQ and Slip n’ Slide
July 17
End-of-Summer Beach Retreat  July 24-27
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on youth activities, 
contact Leanna Coyle-Carr or go here.

Frolic on the Lawn
Fun, food, and frolic on the lawn all summer
Frolic on the Lawn's June dates are behind us, but there are 
endless beautiful days on the front lawn ahead. Gather your 
small group or Bible study friends and come picnic or play on 
the lawn anytime. And when you do, be sure and invite others 
to join you. It's a beautiful space and a terrific witness to our 
community! 

Clothing Room Workday
Volunteers needed
There will be a Clothing Room workday on Monday,  July 13. 
Volunteers are needed to sort donations and get the room 
ready to open in time for back to school in early August. 
Anyone able to help, please meet Jan Pratt at the Clothing 
Room at 10:00 a.m. We have clients who rely on this resource! 
A few hands will really make a difference!

Good Stuff, but Not Needed?
Donate your summer discards to The Yard Sale
Now is the time to support missions and scholarships by 
donating the best of your house clearing discards to The Yard 
Sale. For instructions on dropping off items, or to request a 
pickup of items, please go to fbcdecatur.com/the-yard-sale.
The sale will take place on October 1, 2 and 3.

First School Tours
Parent tour scheduled for July 16
Applications for the fall semester are being accepted now.
The upcoming informational tour of the school is scheduled
for July 16 at 5 p.m. Contact Harriet Holland at 404-370-7688
or hholland@fbcdecatur.com.

Benevolence Offering
As is our custom, a benevolence offering is received each time 
we observe the Lord’s Supper in worship. This past month,
the fund benefited directly from the additional gifts received
in appreciation for Sharyn Dowd’s years at FBCD. The week
of May 31, $2024 was added to the benevolence fund which is 
used to help those in need in our community.

Donations of School Supplies
Donations for the Edgewood School Store
In VBS this year, school supplies were gathered for Edgewood 
Church. The entire FBCD church community will be adding
to this collection in July. See bins in the halls for your 
contributions. Items needed are: #2 pencils, glue sticks, 
washable markers, pocket folders, hand sanitizers, ruled index 
cards, wide rule notebook paper, spiral notebooks, and 
composition notebooks. Do not leave monetary gifts in the bins.

Caregiver’s Support Group
On Tuesday July 7, the Caregivers’ Support Group will meet in 
the Parlor at 11:00 a.m. This group is for anyone who is caring 
for an elderly person or an individual with a debilitating 
illness. The leader is Ann Murphy, R. N.

Women on Mission
Tuesday, July 14, Women on Mission will meet in S218 at
10:15 a.m. for study and prayer. Everyone is invited.
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Young at Heart
EVENTS
Wednesday 
Daytime Study
New Schedule 
for Summer
The Wednesday 
Morning Senior 
Adult Bible Study 
will be making a 
change in the 
schedule. The Wednesday Senior Adult 
Bible Study will be meeting from 4–5 p.m. 
every Wednesday instead of 10 a.m.
Margie and Bob will still be leading the 
study and we will begin a new year long 
curriculum series on that starting date.
The study will be held in the same room
—S216—and a fresh pot of coffee will be 
ready when you get there.
Anyone and everyone is welcome.  Just 
plan to show up and bring your Bible.

Tour East of ATL
July 16
9:45–3:30 p.m.
Jim Howe will 
once again 
lead an 
interesting 
site tour—
Covington, 
Emory at 
Oxford and Social Circle-which will 
include Sandtown Place. The fee of $20 
reserves your space. Each person will pay 
for their own lunch at Thomas Buffet. 
Make your payment at the church office, 
or contact LaRose Jones or Merlene 
Benson.

Gwinnett Braves
August 6
The annual 
baseball outing
is August 6. It 
begins at the 
church at 4 p.m. 
$18 due at sign 
up. Make your payment at the church 
office, or contact Buck Jones. 

Know More
www.fbcdecatur.com/senior-adults

Eddie’s Attic Concerts
Benefit Decatur!
June 26, 27, 28 and July 1
A series of concerts at Eddie’s Attic will benefit Decatur Cooperative 
Ministry. The concerts are arranged by the nonprofit Poverty Is Real 
and the series is called Amplify Decatur. Your ticket purchases will 
help provide funds for Hagar’s House shelter for women and 
children, Family House transitional housing, Project Take Charge 
programs that prevent homelessness, and services for veterans and their families. For more 
information, see www.amplifydecatur.org.

Volunteer for Decatur Book Festival
September 5-6
First Baptist Church Decatur will host attendees for the 10th AJC Decatur Book Festival (DBF) 
on September 5-6 (Labor Day weekend). We have been a book festival venue since 2009 and 
are delighted to again partner with our community and welcome hundreds of folks to our 
campus. This year in addition to the sanctuary venue, Carreker Hall will also be a location for 
author presentations.  
There are numerous ways to help out—the 10th anniversary of this wonderful independent 
book festival. Volunteers will cover numerous tasks for DBF venue support. Volunteers will 
have the opportunity to mingle with interesting authors and greet volunteers and receive a 
DBF t-shirt! Since we have added Carreker as a venue this year, we especially need you!
Below are descriptions of the roles:

Author Talk/Venue Support 
Assist at one of the author venues by greeting attendees, directing them to seating, and managing 
lines during book purchases and signings.
Saturday, September 5—Morning and afternoon shifts / approximately 3 hours each 
Sunday, September 6—Afternoon shifts / 2 or 3 hours each
Volunteer Check-in
Check in volunteers, give them their t-shirt, and direct them to their assignment in sanctuary or 
Carreker. This is a perfect job for an organized, detail-oriented person who enjoys meeting people.
Saturday, September 5—Morning and afternoon shifts / approximately 3 hours each
Sunday, September 6—Afternoon shift of approximately 3 hours

How to Sign Up
Signing up is easy with the automated system that allows you to see descriptions of the various roles and 
choose your preferred date. The volunteer calendar will be available mid-July, so check back then. 

Previous Book Festival Volunteers
If you volunteered last year you should already be in the volunteer 
database. Use this link to log in, see all the available slots, and sign up.
Click here.
New Volunteers to DBF
Click  here.
Complete the volunteer application/profile to get started; you will
receive a confirmation email with log-in instructions.
Access the calendar to view open assignments and sign up.

Additional Questions
For questions about FBCD’s participation, contact Debra Pyron at 
dmp1331@aol.com or 404-202-1037.

“Who’s on First?” for YAH Events?
Folks “on base” for events in 2015:
Jim Howe Tour July 16 LaRose Jones and Merlene Benson
Gwinnett Braves August 6 Buck Jones
YAH Fall Trip August 15-25 Prearranged with Bob Williamson
Apple Trip October 22 Ron Withers and Nancy Ward

(alternative overflow October 27)
Veteran’s Charities November Don and Dot Carter
Christmas Lights Trip December 3 Ron Withers and Nancy Ward

http://www.amplifydecatur.org
http://www.amplifydecatur.org
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Worship in July
Fresh Start and Sanctuary worship 
times each Sunday in July
Fresh Start at 8:45 a.m.
Learning Groups, Bible Study and
Coffee Talk at 10 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship at 11:15 a.m.

New Members 
Welcome!
Jill Rhodes
Joining by transfer of 
letter.

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
Fax—404-370-7692
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
June 26-28—Scott Winn
July 3-5—Bob Woodson 
July 10-12—Paul Wallace
July 17-19—Randall Hampton
July 24-26—Phil Wise

Scott
Winn

Bob
Woodson

Paul 
Wallace

Randall
Hampton

Phil
Wise

Giving OnlineGiving Online

Wednesday Dinner
Wednesday nights—5:30–6:30 p.m.
Carreker Hall 
Dinners will be served on Wednesdays 
beginning July 8.

Menu
Menus are posted online here when available.

Meal Prices
Adults—$6.50    Students—$5.50
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Office Schedule
Regular Office Hours
Monday–Thursdays—9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Fridays—9 a.m.–Noon
July 4 Holiday Office Hours
Friday, July 3—Offices Closed
Monday, July 6—Offices Opened Regular 

Hours—9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Visit the website 
Your go-to place for FBCD information
www.fbcdecatur.com
Browse the site from your computer, your 
smart phone or tablet. Explore each section 
to find the information most useful to you. 
Check out the News & Events section 
regularly. Need to find something? Enter it 
in the Search Box in the footer (at the 
bottom of every page!).

2015 By the Numbers
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through June 21, 2015

Offerings last week…..$16,501
(average needed per week…..$24,519)

Offerings received YTD…..$509,088
Offerings YTD (behind) budget…..($39,902)

YTD through May 30, 2015

Offerings + other income received…..$499,601
Church expenses…..$489,223
Surplus/(Deficit)…..($10,378)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

Through June 21, 2015
Special Missions…..$8,718
Benevolence Offerings…..$4,994

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Kathy and Tom Seim and their family in 
the death of Mike Hopkins, Kathy’s brother, 
on May 29. 
To Maurice Kiser in the death of his brother 
in Winston Salem.  Services were held on 
Saturday, May 30.
To family and friends on the passing of Bob 
Waters on June 4. Special sympathy to Bob’s 
daughters Miranda and Jennifer.
To Peggy Ray on the passing of her mother, 
Jacque Ray, on June 4.
Congratulations
Lillian (Lilly) Draper born to Darren and 
Amber Draper. Big brother is Graham 
Draper. Lilly was born on June 12th.
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