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2 Among Friends

A M O N G  F R I E N D S

A number of years ago our family took a summer trip to Colorado. It was 
a great time. The mountains were breathtaking, the white-water rafting 
was fantastic, the weather was cool and crisp. 
     But the thing we’ll always remember most about Colorado is that we 
drove there in a Ford Festiva. That summer the gas prices had soared to 
about $1.30 a gallon and we were thumbing our noses at the big oil 
companies. For those of you who can’t picture a Festiva, think of a 
skateboard with four doors and an engine. Our family spent ten days 
driving through the Rockies in a car roughly the size of our sofa.  

     One thing you need to know about a Festiva: it has no power. There was a big bicycle race 
going on across the state of Colorado and on some of those steep mountain roads the bicyclists 
were passing us. Taylor and Lucy, shoehorned into 
the back seat, kept 
wailing, “This is 
just embarrassing!” 
And every now and 
then, a Porsche or a 
souped-up Mustang 
would roar by, 
emphasizing how 
puny we were.   
     Do you ever feel as though 
your life is a Ford Festiva?  
There are goals, maybe, that 
you need to accomplish. 
There are people you need to 
forgive. Maybe it’s yourself 
you need to forgive. There’s 
an addiction you need to get 
free from, or a grief you need 
to move through. There are 
mountains you know you 
were meant to get over, but you just don’t think you’ve got the power to do it.  
     I have news: If the Holy Spirit of God lives in you, you’ve got the power! You have a 
Porsche—you’ve got a souped-up Mustang under the hood, just waiting to roar.   

But those who trust in the Lord
will find new strength.

They will soar high on wings like eagles.
They will run and not grow weary.

They will walk and not faint.
~ Isaiah 40:31

This summer—whatever your mode of transportation—try taking your Mustang out for a 
spin.

Blessings,

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor

“Do you ever feel 
as though your life 
is a Ford Festiva?”

Vacation 
Bible 

School
Monday–Friday, July 8-12

9 a.m.–Noon

VOLUNTEER
There is a job you can do!

The theme this year is “God’s Backyard 
Bible Camp,” and as always, we will 
need lots of volunteers to make the 
week a success! 
Sign up online at 
www.vacationbibleschool.com/
fbcdecatur You may also call the church 
office at (404) 373-1653.

INVITE A CHILD
Be sure to invite a child to VBS!

Give a child the opportunity to 
participate in a week of learning about 
God in fun ways at FBC Decatur by 
simply inviting them. All children are 
welcome and will have a great time 
while being taught about Jesus and the 
ways He can be a part of their lives. 
Think about your neighbors, colleagues 
and relatives’ children. The VBS team 
will be ready with a warm welcome.

See specific ways you can 
volunteer on page 6. 
Contact VBS Director 

Emily Holladay at 
emilyholladay@gmail.com.
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Congregational Life
Pilgrims Announce 
New Study

An Invitation to a 
Pilgrims Class Study
The Pilgrims Sunday 
morning study group 
invites everyone to join 
them on Sunday, July 28 
at 10 am (Room S-304) 
for a seven week study 
of J. Philip Newell’s 
book Listening for the 
Heartbeat of God.  On 

this first Sunday of the study, nationally 
known author, teacher and spiritual director, 
Carl McColman, will discuss the gifts of 
Celtic Christian spirituality. Come for the 
July 28 introduction and/or for the whole 
series.

A Note From the
Organ Bench 
Preludes prepare us for worship
During June, preludes before the service set 
a reverent mood and helped move us toward 
worship. In July the preludes will draw on 
classical worship music to prepare us. Each 
week the selection will be one of Bach's Eight 
Little Preludes and Fugues. This series starts 
in the key of C and each successive work 
uses a higher key. There will be four. The 
fugue section is a complex round, with a 
short melody repeated over and over. Bach 
was a church organist; these pieces are for 
worship. Listen for the joy, energy and 
musical pleasure Bach put in each piece.

YAH—Gwinnett 
Braves Game Outing
Annual Baseball Outing on August 16
YAH will attend a night game to watch the 
Gwinnett Braves play the Durham Bulls. 

The transportation bus is already full. You 
may add your name to the waiting list. 
Contact Bob Williamson for details. Supper 
will be at The Gwinnett Varsity on the way 
to the game. The group will leave the church 
at 4 p.m. Game starts at 7:05 p.m. The cost is 
$20 plus your meal cost. Contact Darci at 
drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com to sign up.

Women on Mission
Regular Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, July 9
The Women on Mission will meet on July 9 
in S304. The program will be at 11:00 a.m. 
The group will gather at 10:15 a.m. for 
discussion and prayer.

Summer Schedule
There will be no Wednesday night 
activities in July. On August 21 the fall 
season of adult and children’s programs 
will be launched with a party on the 
front lawn. A quarterly Congregational 
Meeting will be held on August 28 at 
6:30 p.m. The programming for children 
and youth will be in full swing that 
evening. New 
Community 
programming for 
adults will begin 
September 4. 
Be sure to date 
your calendars. 

cc.flickr.com/rubyblossom

Sanctuary Choir
Join the choir on Sunday mornings in 
July in the music suite at 10:45 a.m. 
to rehearse the anthem and lead in 
Sanctuary worship. Everyone is 
welcome!
No Sanctuary Choir rehearsals
on Wednesdays in July.

Support Groups
CONTINUE
TO 
MEET

Support groups which 
meet on Wednesday 
evenings will continue 
to meet all summer.

for Edgewood Church
"Red, Red, Blue" lined or "Blue, Blue, Red" lined writing paper
#2 pencils
Scissors with a blunt edge
Kleenex boxes
Rolls of Paper Towels
Hand Sanitizer
Composition Notebooks
Spiral Notebooks (with at least 100 sheets)
Notebook Paper (wide rule)

Washable Markers
Graph Paper
Portfolios with and without clasp
Rulers (inches and centimeters)
Protractors
Pocket Dictionary
Ruled Index Cards
Glue Sticks

The Edgewood Church needs school supplies by July 21 for 
its ministry to Whitefoord Elementary School. The discount 
“store” will be held during July pre-registration. 
Please donate items from the following list:

Monetary donations are welcome. Please 
clearly designate, and do not leave money 
or check in the bin supplied for your 
donation items. The church office

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0809137593/earthmystic
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0809137593/earthmystic
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0809137593/earthmystic
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0809137593/earthmystic
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com
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Chin children

Congregational Life (continued)

Register for Safety Option
Decatur has an enhanced 
9-1-1 service called 
Smart911 available for 
free to all residents. 
The Police Department is 

encouraging all citizens to create a Safety 
Profile at www.smart911.com, and provide 
9-1-1 with the information they need to assist 
you in the event of an emergency.  A profile 
can include as much or as little information 
as you want, such as:

Members of your family and any medical 
conditions, medications or allergies

Mobile phone numbers tied to home or work 
addresses

Your emergency contacts, vehicle 
information and even pets 

Smart911 is 100% private and secure. The 
only time a profile is seen is when you call 

9-1-1. The profile immediately displays to 
call takers, which allows first responders to 
assist you faster and more effectively. Find 
out more and create your profile today at 
www.smart911.com. More information can 
be found at the Decatur, GA website. You 
may also access the sign up link from this 
site.

Caregivers Support Group
Anyone in a caregiving role is welcome
July 2, 11 a.m.
The caregivers' support 
group will meet at 
11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
July 2 in S123. If you 
have responsibility for a 
sick or aging loved one, 
this group, led by Ann 
Murphy, may be just the 
support you need.

Chalice Thrift
First Christian Church of Decatur 
Store Hours:
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

All proceeds 
support 
outreach ministries. Support the First 
Christian Chalice Thrift by shopping or 
by donating.
Donations are needed:
unstained clothes (w, m, kids), shoes
jewelry
children toys and games
small kitchen appliances
housewares and collectibles
small sport equipment
electronics (no TVs or computers)
school supplies, books, CDs, DVDs
decorations
paintings and wall art
lamps, luggage
NO: fire arms, explosives, weapons, large 
furniture, upholstered furniture, particle 
board furniture, large power tools, large 
lawn equipment or large exercise equip.

Smart911 in the City of Decatur

Sunday, July 14
Carter Holland will be receiving the 
rank of Eagle Scout from the Boy Scouts 
of America at a Court of Honor on 
Sunday, July 14th. Carter is a member of 
Troop 134 which is sponsored by FBC 
Decatur. He will be the 50th Eagle Scout 
from our troop. In addition to 
achieving various ranks and 
merit badges, a scout must 
complete an Eagle service 
project. Carter's project was 
hardscaping the entrance to 
Nichols Garden behind the 
Activities Building and 
addressing the erosion 
problem. He also received 
the God and Family award 
in 2006 at FBC Decatur.

50th Eagle Scout in FBC Decatur’s Troop 134
Carter Holland to receive rank of Eagle Scout

http://www.smart911.com
http://www.smart911.com
http://www.smart911.com
http://www.smart911.com
http://www.decaturga.com/index.aspx?page=652
http://www.decaturga.com/index.aspx?page=652
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Congregational Life (continued)

Welcoming faces of FBC Decatur
I love working at FBC Decatur and a huge
reason for that is working with the 
volunteers! I cannot thank those of you 
enough who spend your morning or 
afternoon here in the office. The shift lasts 4 
hours—from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. It’s very easy to be trained for this 
wonderful volunteer position. Transferring 

calls, answering questions and giving out 
sack lunches are some of the skills you will 
learn. But the most important aspect is being 
that welcoming spirit of radical hospitality. 
So many of us have felt rejected in the past, 
even by Christians, and the volunteer’s main 
job is this greeting. It is so important. 
Barbara Pennington constantly reminds me 
to look for Jesus in every person that comes 

Be a Front Office Volunteer

into the building. Thank you all so much and 
I am blessed to be able to walk this road with 
you!

Darci Rodenhi

O boy!!! It’s Tuesday! This is the day the 
Lord has made and I will rejoice and be glad 
in it! Tuesday is the day I volunteer in the 
church office from 1:00 till 5:00 p.m. It’s one 
of the best opportunities offered at FBC 
Decatur. I start getting excited when I make 
the left turn off Scott Blvd. onto Clairmont… 
familiar neighborhood… familiar people 
jogging, walking their dogs, bicycling, 
activity all around.  I know the color of the 
azaleas in each yard… those with 
hydrangeas… the rustic swing on the 
right… this is the community which God 
intends to bless through FBCD. I begin 
praying for those living and working within 
hearing range of the majestic chimes from 
our steeple ringing out love and blessings to 
Decatur. 

Ah, I’m turning 
into the Church 
parking lot and I 
slow to read our 
marquee to see 
what God has 
planned in this 
place this week. My heart 
sings when I see in addition to 
our own announcement 
board, the Matupi Christian 
Baptist Church sign.  That is 
special to me because it was 
during one of my volunteer 
Tuesdays over a year ago 
when Born Lian Thang and several friends 
came into the Church office to ask if we had 
a room or space for their Matupi Chin 
congregation to meet. It was exciting to see 
Sharyn break the language barrier and 
establish a connection with these wonderful 
refugee people from Burma. These brothers 
and sisters have been worshiping God in the 

Tuesdays at FBCD
 By Front Office Volunteer Barbara Pennington 

chapel for over a  
year now, and we 
had the privilege of 
ordaining Born as 
pastor May 5th this 
year. I would 
venture to say most 
folks have never met 
or been a part of 
their worship services and have missed out 
on God’s amazing Matupi blessing here at 
FBC Decatur.

Since it’s Tuesday I know that Ted and Paula 
will be here to pack sack lunches provided 
by the generous contributions from Bible 
study classes each month. We give out over 
200 sacks each month, and our very own 
Beverly Bailey provides beautiful Scripture 
cards to be stapled to each sack, 

transforming a plain brown 
paper bag with water and 
Vienna sausage, protein, fruit 
cups, crackers, etc. into a sack 
of manna straight from God 
given in love by His people in 
this place. It is my great 
pleasure to be a part of this  
ministry, and to pray often 
with, and for, those who come 
through our doors with needs 
that are unimaginable.

I greet Laura Gayle Duke, who 
volunteers the morning shift, but recently 
Annette McNaron is covering that slot with 
such grace. I check the church schedule for 
the day which is on the desk. Meetings, 
committees, worship planning, off campus 
commitments, hospital visitation, etc. The 
phone begins with multiple requests… 
members come in for numerous reasons… 

and faces and people have become so 
familiar. I help Bob and Darci coordinate the 
meals to homebound members and 
schedule drivers for Wednesday nights.  
Driver testimonies prove the blessing  of 
delivering meals is theirs. I know that Shelia 
will check the deliveries for Wednesday 
since she volunteers that afternoon, as well 
as Fridays.

Ro Ruffin is also a regular on Tuesdays. She 
serves by coming in to “neaten” up the 
sanctuary by picking up and straightening 
up around every pew. Her face always 
glows as she leaves.  I asked her once what 
she does during that time and she replied, 
“Oh it is such a blessing to be in the quiet 
solitude of the Sanctuary alone, just me and 
my Lord.  I pray for everyone who sits in the 
pews, for our pastors, for our worship 
leaders, the choir, those who participate 
each Sunday and for Julie as she brings 
God’s Word to us.”  

I could list a thousand blessings I reap from 
these few hours every Tuesday afternoon.   
Because God’s presence is so evident, I feel 
right at home here. I love being a part of His 
family and serving Him in this place. It 
makes my heart sing out loud! 

If any of you are wondering how you could 
be a part of this same adventure, calling 
Darci in the church office and volunteering 
would be a great start. As I drive home each 
Tuesday, Taylor and I giggle and share with 
each other just how God showed up for us 
that day. As I end my day and turn my light 
out, I murmur my praise to Him, “Thank 
You, Lord, for Your precious four hour gift 
today as well as the kizillion others you 
bestowed on me.”
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6 FBC Decatur Kids and FBC Decatur Youth Group

Register for VBS
Registration now 
open for Vacation 
Bible School
July 8–12
9–Noon each day

Age 4 (by Sept 1, 2012) 
through completion of 
Grade 5

Link to Register Here
Or type into your browser:
www.vacationbibleschool.com/fbcdecatur

Set-up Days
All hands on deck for VBS set-up days
Saturday, July 6, 9-noon
Sunday, July 7, 12:15 p.m. till the church is 
all ready!

Children through fifth grade. Youth grades six through twelve.

FBC Decatur KIDS • YOUTH Group
Children through fifth grade. Youth grades six through twelve.

Youth grades six through twelve.Children through fifth grade.

Youth July 
Calendar
Youth are on Beach Retreat this week.
Pray for the youth and leaders on retreat 
and as they head back on Friday, June 28.

July for youth
Youth meet every Sunday for Bible Study 
at 10 a.m.
Sunday, June 30

Study and Bowling 
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 2
Missions
1-3 p.m.
Meet in Blake’s office at 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 3
Braves Game & Fireworks (cost $10)
7:10 p.m.
Meet in Blake’s office at 6 p.m.

Sunday, July 7
Study & Park
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 9
Tuesday Missions
1-3:30 p.m.
Meet in Blake’s office at 12:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 14
Study & Swim
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 16
Tuesday Missions
1-3:30 p.m.
Meet in Blake’s office at 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 17
Six Flags (cost $35)
2-10:00 p.m.
Meet in Blake’s office at 1:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 21 through
Friday, July 25

PASSPORT CAMP
Sunday, July 28

Study and Shakespeare (cost $15)
6:30 p.m.
Meet in Blake’s office at 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 30
Tuesday Missions
1-4:30 p.m.
Meet in Blake’s office at 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 31
Chattahoochee River Tubing (cost $15)
Noon-5:00 p.m.
Meet in Blake’s office at 11:30 p.m.

Vacation
Bible School

Vacation Bible School 
Volunteer Opportunities
Music
Music leaders will stay in one room and teach kids the songs they will be learning 
throughout the week. You will be given the music ahead of time to get accustomed to the 
music.
Craft
Craft leaders will stay in one room and lead the children through theme related crafts.
Missions
Missions leaders will stay in one room and lead the children through our service 
activities. These activities are themed around service, particularly related to service 
opportunities through FBC Decatur.
Recreation
 Recreation leaders will stay in one room and lead the children through recreation 
activities.
Nursery
Nursery workers will take care of volunteer’s children.
As always, be looking around the church after Sunday morning services for ways you 
can donate supplies for VBS.
This week is going to be a vital time in the children's spiritual development and in the life 
of our church. Please consider helping in any way you can.

You are needed on the Set-up days for VBS.
Saturday, July 6, 9-noon
Sunday, July 7, 12:15 p.m. till the church is all ready!
No reservations required.

We are still looking for more 
volunteers during the week of VBS. 
Here are the areas where we could 
use your help:

http:www.vacationbibleschool.com/fbcdecatur
http:www.vacationbibleschool.com/fbcdecatur
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/fbcdecatur
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/fbcdecatur
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Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Doris Tanner in the death of her brother, 
Craddock Durham.
To the family and friends of Betty Bradley, who 
passed away on Saturday. Sympathy especially 
to sons Keith and Larry P. Bradley and to the 
Gleaners Sunday School Class. The services 
were held on June 8.
To Katie, Andy, Maggie and Claire Kennedy 
and family in the death of Katie’s mother, 
Laura Bergeron, on June 17 in Ridgeland, 
Mississippi.
To Kenny Martin and family in the death of his 
father, Lamar Murphy on Monday, June 10.
To Bob and Tommye Morris in the death of 
Bob’s father, John Edgar Morris, on June 19. 
Services were held at Swann Station Baptist 
Church on June 22.

Pray for the World
Please follow the daily 
prayer guide for all the 
countries of the world at 
www.operationworld.org.

Pray Dangerously
You are invited to pray with Pastor Julie in 
2013. Sign up by emailing Darci at
drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com.

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Sharyn Dowd (770) 329-7929
Julie P-R (678) 602-7209
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
June 28-30—Carol May
July 5-7—Pat Fewell 
July 12-14—Susan Bennett
July 19-21—Randall Hampton
July 26-28—Bob Woodson

Wednesday Dinner
No Wednesday evening dinners in July
There will be no Wednesday programming or 
dinners during July or on August 7 and 14. 
Dinners will resume with a front lawn party 
on August 21.

Office Schedule
Regular office hours:
9 till 5, Monday–Thursday 
9 till 12, Friday
The Offices will be closed Thursday and 
Friday, July 4 and 5, for the July 4 holiday.

Carol 
May

Pat
Fewell

Susan 
Bennett

Randall
Hampton

Bob
Woodson

2013 Financials
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through June 23, 2013

Offerings last week…..$19,059
(average needed per week…..$26,346)

Offerings received YTD…..$574,209
Offerings YTD (behind) budget…..($77,233)

YTD through May 31, 2013

Offerings + other income received…..$540,494
Church expenses…..$(531,951)
Surplus/(Deficit) *…..$8,543

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

Through May 31, 2013
Special Missions…..$10,852
Benevolence Offerings…..$6,683

Sunday Morning Participation
June 23, 2013
BIBLE STUDY

Preschool & Children 36
Youth 17
Adults 244
Total 297

WORSHIP
Fresh Start   8:45 a.m. 158
Sanctuary   11:15 a.m. 217
Total 375

Jennifer Cloud-Buckner and Jason Buckner
Jennifer joining by statement
Jason joining by letter

Welcome 
New Members

Sylvia Branda
Joining by letter

http://www.operationworld.org
http://www.operationworld.org
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com?subject=
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com?subject=
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook

