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THE OUTLOOK

register now
online at fbcdecatur.com

Worship together
Sunday, May 31

Fresh Start and Sanctuary come together for worship
Combined worship at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Learning Groups for all at 9:15 a.m.

Fresh Start and Sanctuary Worship
Sundays—May 3, 10, 17, 24 

Fresh Start at 8:45 a.m. • Sanctuary at 11:15 a.m.
Learning Groups for all at 10 a.m.

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids
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2 Pastor Julie Letter to the Congregation, Sharyn Dowd Retirement

A Letter to the Congregation from Pastor Julie
April 29, 2015

Dear FBC Family: Eight years ago, First 
Baptist Decatur invited me to share a 
spiritual journey with all of you. Though 
I’d not been looking for a new ministry 
setting, the invitation to serve as your 
pastor felt to Tim and me like a clear 

“Macedonian call”. I still remember the 
stirring in my chest as I listened to the search committee talk of First 
Baptist’s desire to make deeper connections with an increasingly 
diverse and unchurched Decatur community. The unique needs of 
FBC and the people of Decatur presented clear challenges and 
ministry opportunities for which I felt called and gifted to respond. 
There have been wonderful opportunities as we’ve traveled with 
God and each other through these years. Along with significant steps 
and milestones, there also have been persistent tensions and 
divisions within our fellowship that have led me to a difficult 
decision. 
After months of prayer and contemplation, Tim and I have discerned 
that for the sake of my own mental, physical and spiritual health, I 
must step away from First Baptist Decatur. 
Change is never easy and often involves pain. The congregation’s 
decision in 2011-12 to restructure our annual budget, resulting in the 
departures of some staff and many church members, was the first of 
several challenging seasons we have faced together these past eight 
years. During these difficult times, I have done my best to listen for 
God and to lead this congregation according
to Holy Spirit’s guidance. However, I’m afraid that today our church 
has become “stuck”. The sticking point for more than
a few appears to be me, and my leadership. 
I make this decision with sadness but without bitterness. In truth, 
my prevailing emotion is gratitude. Despite the challenges we’ve 
faced, I’m enormously grateful to have answered your call to serve 
as your pastor. These eight years have brought a wealth
of ministry experiences and blessed my family with loving 
relationships that we will cherish for the rest of our lives. I’ve 
worked with creative, collaborative colleagues whom I regard today 
as friends as well as partners in ministry. Many of you have invited 
me into your personal places of grief and pain, celebration and joy. 
I’ve witnessed the birth of your children; celebrated as you claimed 

Jesus as Lord in the waters of baptism; blessed you as you were 
joined in marriage; ministered alongside you to people in need; 
prayed over you in hospitals; broken bread with you at communion 
tables and kitchen tables; and wept with you when death claimed 
those we loved. 
Together, we’ve become a church that reflects the rich diversity
of Decatur. We’ve mentored 30 seminarians as they prepared for 
vocational ministry; welcomed thousands of people through our 
Conversations author series; hammered nails at Habitat home sites; 
come alongside women and children at Hagar’s House;
fed and befriended homeless men at Journey men’s shelter; and 
provided help and hope for job-seekers through our weekly 
Assistance Ministry. And most recently we’ve celebrated a new 
vision—KOG2DGA—that will carry this church into the future.  
I ask you to pray for our family as we pray for guidance about the 
future. The way forward is unclear at this moment, yet I feel at peace 
about that. I’ve been meditating on the words of Thomas Merton: 
“My life is a listening, God’s is a speaking. My salvation is to hear and 
respond.” What is clear to me is that, for now, I need to be still and 
quiet. For thirty years, with three extraordinary congregations, Tim 
and I have been (in the words of an FBC friend) “running errands” 
for God. We trust that God will reveal our next steps in due time.
I am a strengthened child of God from having shared these years 
with you. Know that I intend to be an enthusiastic observer and 
supporter of all that God is going to do in and through this gifted 
congregation in the years ahead. I’ll be cheering and praying for you 
as you make the Kingdom of God more and more evident to 
Decatur. 
Friends, never doubt that the God who made you and redeemed you 
is the God who keeps you, still.
With gratitude and love, 

Pastor Julie

Sharyn Dowd
Announces Retirement
Sharyn Dowd, Pastor for Caring and Serving 
Ministries at FBCD, has announced her retirement 
effective June 1. She says, “I’m grateful to First 
Baptist Church Decatur for the opportunity to 
have worshiped and served alongside a wonderful group of people 
here. This church has a distinguished past as well as an opportunity 
to choose a Kingdom-of-God-shaped future.”
Sharyn joined the FBCD staff in August of 2008, coming from Waco, 
TX, where she held a tenured position on the religion faculty at 
Baylor. while serving part-time on the pastoral staff of Calvary 
Baptist Church.  Before going to Baylor, Sharyn was on the faculty of 
Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, KY. She completed a 
Ph.D. in New Testament at Emory in 1986. Her first ministry position 

was at First Baptist Church Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
where she was ordained in 1977.
In many ways, Sharyn has overseen the “keeping stuff from 
falling through the cracks” ministry at FBC. Also during her time 
at First Baptist Church Decatur:
•" Coffee Talk, our Sunday morning gathering for newcomers, 

was started.
•" Five new Sunday morning learning groups were started.
•" Seeds of a small group ministry were planted.
•" Individuals and families who come to the church in need of 

help are now being served by a group of trained volunteers in 
the FBCD Assistance Ministry.

•" Sharyn personally mentored seven seminarians for ministry.
Thanks, Sharyn, for the great fingerprints you are leaving on our 
congregation!

I will be with you for 4 1/2 more weeks—through May 31st. 
I look forward to many hugs and conversations in the weeks 
ahead.—Pastor Julie
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EASTER

News & Events
God’s Love in Action
move • act • care • follow • share
Each day, students will look at how God’s 
force or God’s Love in Action invites them 
to move, act, care, follow and share.
Our mission emphasis will be on helping 
local mission partners in Decatur or the 
surrounding communities. The week’s guide 
will be Cokesbury’s G-Force VBS with some 
variations from our planning team. For more 
information or to register go here.

Special Journey 
Presentation
Learn about the Journey Men’s Shelter
On Wednesday night May 27 we will close 
our Wednesday night programs for the 
summer with a presentation about the 
Journey Men’s Shelter. We are inviting guests 
from other churches to learn more about 
Journey and how they can be involved. 
Come learn about the programs at Journey 
and hear inspiring testimonies from men 
who have been helped to stabilize their lives.

Clairmont Oaks
Celebrates 40 Years!
Join in the celebration at Clairmont Oaks
Saturday,  May 9, 3–8 p.m.
You are invited to the celebration Family 
Fun Day. It will be a day of fun, food and 
entertainment for the entire family. Support 
Clairmont Oak’s Super Silent Auction 
Fundraiser to benefit their resident 
programming. The community is invited! For 
more information on Clairmont Oaks, go 
here.

Louise Jones Easter
Offering for Missions
Goal: $20,000
The family of Louise Jones has contributed 
her memorial gifts to our Easter Offering for 
Missions, which will be named in her 
memory. Funds will go to the mission 
partners in our 2015 MAP (budget). Our goal 
is $20,000. Please contribute generously to this 
mission offering through May 17.

For current events at FBCD, visit News & Events on the church website.

Family Dinner
Wednesdays in May
May 6, 13, 20, and 27
5:30-6:30 p.m., in Carreker Hall

Pregnancy Loss Support Group  
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
in S123—Ben and Ashley Neal

Support Groups listed here: http://
www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/

Journey Men’s Shelter Night
May 27
We will close our Wednesday night 
programs for the summer with a 
presentation about the Journey Men’s 
Shelter. We are inviting guests from 
other churches to learn more about 
Journey and how they can be involved.

Vacation Bible School
YARD SALE
Time to donate & 
volunteer
The Yard Sale, an FBCD tradition, will 
be held on the front lawn this year on 
October 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
The sale helps fund the many mission 
projects supported by First Baptist 
Church Decatur and provides 
scholarships to First School families, 
First Camp participants and Youth 
missions.
Find out all you need to know here:
www.fbcdecatur.com/the-yard-sale

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/the-yard-sale
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/the-yard-sale
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids/
http://www.clairmontoaks.org/
http://www.clairmontoaks.org/


F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  D E C A T U R

4 News & Events

Kids Wednesdays 
New Community
for Kids
6:30–7:30 p.m.
each Wednesday

Preschool age
(3-kindergarten)
Journey’s with 
Jesus—E114

Grades 1-5
Games with Purpose—in Kids Zone 

Kids
News & Events
SUMMER DATES
VBS
June 15-19
4 Year olds through 5th grade
Music Camp Passport
for grades 3-5! for grades 3-5
June 22-25 July 18-21
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on all children’s 
activities, go here. Contact Pastor Dale at 
ddoud@fbcdecatur.com.

Youth
News & Events
For the latest youth news,
go online at
fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
SUMMER DATES
Youth Mission to Asheville
for grades 6-12  June 21-26
Beach Retreat
for grades 6-12  July 24-27
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on youth activities, 
contact Leanna Coyle-Carr or go here.

Spaghetti Lunch
Youth Fundraiser for 
Summer Missions
Sunday, May 24
Two seatings: 11:15 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
In Carreker Hall
Everyone is encouraged to support the 
youth and enjoy a delicious spaghetti 
lunch. Invite a friend!

First Glance—Sundays in June
Newcomers learn about FBCD and meet new friends
On Sundays in June, FBCD staff and our Coffee Talk Team are 
hosting First Glance in the Parlor (first floor, Sanctuary 
Building). This is a great opportunity to learn about the 
mission and values of FBCD and to get to know some folks 
who call this church home. If you just enjoy meeting 
newcomers, you are invited also. Don't miss this opportunity!

New Acquisitions in the
Media Center
Gifts to the Media Center are available for your use
The Library has been fortunate to receive many memorial gifts 
recently in remembrance of special people in the FBCD family.
Always feel free to call (404.373.1653 extension 2229), or stop 
by Room S-229, to make use of special additions to our library 
collection. For more information go here.

Crossroads Artwork
Artwork donated for the new conference room
Thanks to Billy Roberts for his time and talent creating the 
large wooden wall sculpture for the new conference room on 
the second floor of the Sanctuary Building. He entitled it 
“Crossroads” which inspired the name for the room. Billy is a 
member of the Second Cup Sunday morning group.

Clothing Room Renovation
Volunteers needed
From April 29 until mid-July the clothing ministry will be 
temporarily closed. Guests are being given a flyer with 
information about where to get free clothing. Please contact 
Sharyn Dowd (404-373-1653) if you or your group can help sort 
accumulated donations. Many thanks to Ruby Langford, 
Merlene Benson, and Gloria Randall who have served this 
ministry faithfully for many years.

Fringe Community Dinner
Sunday, May 3 at 5 p.m.
The Fringe will host its monthly community potluck dinner
in Carreker Hall at FBCD. The theme is motherhood, and 
participants in Listen to your Mother Atlanta will reprise their 
essays. Looking forward to hearing Kaitlin Curtice, Ashley 
Robinson and Nicki Salcedo read. Bring a dish that you 
associate with a positive female figure in your life!

Women on Mission
Lou Ann Brown will be the guest speaker
On Tuesday, May 12 at 11 a.m., Lou Ann Brown, Chair of the 
FBCD 2015 Deacon Council, will speak at the meeting of 
Women on Mission. The group will meet in S218 (Joy/
Dunstan) at 10:15 a.m. for prayer and announcements. 
Everyone is invited.

Thank you, Beth!
Beth Thompson, Finance Manager
Beth Thompson will begin a new job at Developmental 
Disabilities Ministries. Beth has faithfully served FBCD during 
the past 15 years in the finance office, most recently as the 
Finance Manager. We thank Beth and wish her the very best.

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/media-center/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/media-center/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids/
mailto:ddoud@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:ddoud@fbcdecatur.com
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Young at Heart
EVENTS
Lunch ‘n Learn
June 8
Dr. Wilson 
Holland speaking.
Wilson speaks all 
over the country 
on "When and 
how to give up the 
keys.” We have 
asked him to speak 
at our church. All are invited.
We will meet at noon in Fellowship Hall. 
Lunch is $5. Sign up in your Sunday 
School class or contact the church office.

Beltway Tour
May 14
YAH Jim Howe 
Tour of the 
Atlanta Beltline
—The cost will be 
$15 and whatever 
you spend for 
lunch. There is very limited seating. You 
are not registered until you pay for the 
trip. See Bob Williamson.

VBS Volunteers
March 29
Young at Heart 
will be recruiting 
help for the 
refreshment work 
for VBS, and will 
coordinate that 
part of VBS again this year. VBS is June 
15–19. Volunteer sign up sheets will be in 
the Sunday School classes.

Baltic Sea Cruise
August 15–25
A Baltic Sea 
Cruise, with 
option of extra 
days in 
Copenhagen. 
$500 due at sign 
up. Contact Bob Williamson to sign up or 
to get more information. Registration is 
still open.

Know More
www.fbcdecatur.com/senior-adults

Ovations Concert Series
For five years our Conversations ministry has partnered with the 
Georgia Center for the Book to bring internationally-renown authors 
to First Baptist Decatur. As part of our ongoing commitment to 
become a spiritual nerve center in Decatur, beginning this spring a 
new ministry at FBCD—Ovations—is partnering with universities 
and regional talent in Atlanta to bring gifted musicians of all kinds to 
Decatur.
Brazilian tenor, Cleyton Pulzi in concert
May 30, 7 p.m.
Brazilian tenor, Cleyton Pulzi and pianist, Steven Morris will perform 
Robert Schumann’s Dichterliebe and some of Brazil’s most beautiful art 
songs. Pulzi recently debuted with the Sala São Paulo Orchestra as the 
tenor soloist for Beethoven's 9th Symphony. He was a Merola Finalist 
for the San Francisco Opera. His most recent recent roles include 
Reverend Paris in The Crucible, Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni, and 
Count Almaviva in II Barbiere di Siviglia.

Author Events in May
Music Brings Hope—Author Sandy Tolan
On May 1 at 7:00 p.m. in Carreker Hall, Sandy Tolan will read from 
his book Children of the Stone: The Power of Music in a Hard Land.  This 
is the story Ramzi’s journey—from stone thrower to music student to 
school founder---and  it shows how through his love of music he 
created something lasting and beautiful in a land torn by violence 
and war. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. A Georgia Center for the Book event.

Pat Conroy & Friends—Author Pat Conroy
On May 18 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, Pat Conroy will host a panel 
discussion featuring four authors whose works are recently released 
by Story River Books: John Lane, Bernie and Maggie Schein and Mary 
Hood. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. A Georgia Center for the Book event.

Congratulations Graduates
FBCD Celebrates this year’s graduates on May 24
Emily Pierce Parkview High School
Sam Winn Decatur High School
Alan Pendrick Georgia State University—BA Philosophy
Karen Hill Emory University—Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Monica Johnson Penn Foster College—Asso. Early Childhood Ed.
Aaron Coyle-Carr Candler School of Theology—Master of Divinity
Parker Ebling-Artz Candler School of Theology—Master of Divinity
Claire Kermitz McAfee School of Theology—Master of Divinity
Sheila Otieno Candler School of Theology—Master of Divinity
Meiying Shi Columbia Theological Seminary—M.A.T.S.

Scout Hut Dedication
The Troop and Pack will soon begin holding their meetings in the
H.T Greenway Scout Hut, so named in honor of the Greenway 
family’s long-time support of Scouting at FBCD. The Greenway Scout 
Hut will provide dedicated meeting space and equipment storage for 
our growing Scouting program. Developed and funded through the 
cooperation of FBCD and Scout families, the Greenway Scout Hut is
a testament to the importance of FBCD's Scouting program to our community.

Caregiver’s Support Group
On Tuesday May 5, the Caregivers’ Support Group will meet in the Parlor at 11:00 a.m. This 
group is for anyone who is caring for an elderly person or an individual with a debilitating 
illness. The leader is Ann Murphy, R. N.

Steven Morris
Cleyton Pulzi

http://www.fbcdecatur
http://www.fbcdecatur
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Worship in May
May 3, 10, 17, 24 
Fresh Start at 8:45 a.m.
Learning Groups at 10 a.m.
Sanctuary at 11:15 a.m.
May 31—Combined Worship
Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Learning Groups at 9:15 a.m.

New Members 
Welcome!
Melonnye L. Puckett
Joining by transfer of 
letter.

Kirby Eddie Bolding
Joining by statement of 
faith.

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
Fax—404-370-7692
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Sharyn Dowd (770) 329-7929
Julie P-R (678) 602-7209
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
May 1-3—Linda Judson
May 8-10—Mary Beth Lively 
May 15-17—Peggy Smith
May 22-24—David Howard
May 29-31—Devita Parnell

Linda
Judson

Mary Beth
Lively

Peggy
Smith

David 
Howard

Devita 
Parnell

Giving OnlineGiving Online

Wednesday Dinner
Wednesday nights—5:30–6:30 p.m.
Carreker Hall 

Menu
May 6 —Meat Loaf
May 13—Poppy Seed Chicken
May 20—Country Fried Steak
May 27—Spaghetti with Meat Sauce

Meal Prices
Adults—$6.50    Students—$5.50
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Office Schedule
Regular Office Hours
Monday–Thursdays—9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Fridays—9 a.m.–Noon
Memorial Day Holiday
Church offices closed
Monday, May 25—Memorial Day

Visit the website 
Your go-to place for FBCD information
www.fbcdecatur.com
Browse the site from your computer, your 
smart phone or tablet. Explore each section 
to find the information most useful to you. 
Check out the News & Events section 
regularly. Need to find something? Enter it 
in the Search Box in the footer (at the 
bottom of every page!).

2015 By the Numbers
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through April 26, 2015

Offerings last week…..$17,426
(average needed per week…..$24,519)

Offerings received YTD…..$331,792
Offerings YTD (behind) budget…..($85,035)

YTD through March 31, 2015

Offerings + other income received…..$279,743
Church expenses…..$310,057
Surplus/(Deficit)…..($30,314)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

Through April 26, 2015
Special Missions…..$5,713
Benevolence Offerings…..$2,622

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Scott Imlay in the passing of his father 
John P. Imlay on March 25.
To June and Harold Zwald in the passing of 
June’s sister Glenda Casper on April 6.
To Bob Hamilton and Kathy Kinlaw in the 
passing of their sister-in-law Melanie 
Hamilton on April 8.
To Bill and Carol Fulkerson in the passing of 
Bill’s sister Janet Baskette on April 15. 

Congratulations!
To Greg and Breanna Pratt, and sister 
Farrah, on the birth of Starlynn Ruth Pratt, 
born April 30 in Asheville, NC. Proud 
grandmother is Jan Pratt.

Decatur City Church Update
Decatur City Church (a satellite of North Point 
Ministries) is still in the process of determining 
whether or not it will be cost effective for them 
to rent space at FBCD while they become 
established in Decatur. Conversations are 
resuming.

Complete menus online
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