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2 Among Friends, Congratulations Graduates

A M O N G  F R I E N D S

From the earliest days, First Baptist Church has been a congregation that 
defies the odds and thrives in seasons of challenge.
! • The beginning of the Civil War was a far-from-ideal time to start a 
church, yet Mary Gay went traipsing around the Carolinas collecting 
money for a church down in Georgia that, at the time, existed only in the 
dreams of God.
!•  Ten days after Pearl Harbor wasn’t anybody’s idea of a smart time to 
dream about expansion, take a leap of faith and purchase twelve acres on 
Clairemont Avenue, yet that’s exactly what we did.

!•  In the racial firestorm of the 1950s, the safe thing to do if you were an established, well-
off, white congregation was to keep your mouth shut, focus on growth and ignore the 
mandate of Jesus and Isaiah: “My house shall be a house of prayer for all people.” First Baptist 
didn’t.
! • In the 1970s even the most progressive Baptist churches were wary of ordaining women. 
FBC Decatur said, “This is what God is calling us to do,” and Hettie Johnson became the first 
of many female deacons and pastors to serve and lead this body.
     Fast forward fifty-plus years.  
     In 2012, our 150th Anniversary year finds us in a time of sadness, loss and even some 
conflict. We need to be honest—this is just hard. You feel it. I feel it. Saying good-bye to Kurt 
and Ryan—pastors who have loved, led and cared for this congregation for so many years 
feels like a death in the family.    
     When you add this pain to the seismic shift taking place on the religious landscape all over 
America and especially in the South, it can make you wonder: Are we going to make it? Is The 
Church of Jesus going to make it?  
     This seems like a far-from-ideal time to dream. 
And yet . . .
     I won’t pretend here. We have significant issues 
to face at First Baptist. But do you know why we 
have such huge reason to hope? We belong to a God 
who says:

I am about to do something new. 
   See, I have already begun! Do you not see it?
I will make a pathway through the wilderness.!
   I will create rivers in the dry wasteland.   (Isaiah 43:19)

Brothers and sisters, I pledge to you my continued commitment to love, lead and walk with 
this great congregation.  God is carrying us.
! ! ! ! ! ! Blessings,

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor 

easter
Call for a yard sale 
pick up. Call Kurt at

(404) 219-3920

The 2012 High School Graduates 
were recognized during

 Sanctuary worship
on April 29.

An  all-youth and families lunch in 
Carreker Hall followed.

The lunch was catered by 
Willy’s Mexicana Grill and a 
celebration cake by Jennifer 

Castleberry was served.

Congratulations 
Graduates!

Cong r a t s
G r ad s !

2 0 1 2

2012 High School Seniors
Candyce Brown—Druid Hills 
Rae Coleman—Druid Hills
Zena Daole—Tucker
Austin Decuir—Parkview
Tanner Forbes—Brookwood
Devin Gooden—Atlanta Girls’ School
Brian Harrison—Paideia
Imani Herbert—Druid Hills
Claire Lippy—Tucker
Nicole Mayer—Decatur
Lydia Simms—Decatur
Elizabeth Smith—Woodward
Caira Williams—Druid Hills
Rachel Ziglar—Tucker

A LOVE OFFERING will be given 
to Ryan and to Kurt.

The deadline for contributing is May 13. 
You may give by check, cash or online. 
Please indicate clearly for whom the gift 
is intended. (Online: specify “designated 
gift” and in the comment box put the 
name of the person(s) the gift is for.)

Sunday, May 20 after Sanctuary Worship

Reception and Celebration
of the ministries of Ryan Forbes and Kurt Varney

“This seems like a 
far-from-ideal time to dream. 

And yet...” 

See Letter to the Congregation—Page 9
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Dinner and Dance
on the Lawn
Featuring The Atlanta 17 Big Band
May 11
6:30 p.m. Gather on the lawn
7:00 p.m. Music and dance begins

Gather your family or small group for a fun 
social evening of music and dance. Bring 
your own dinner, snacks and drinks and set 
up at a table, lawn chairs or blanket. (Tables 
may be reserved by calling the church office. 
Deadline to reserve is Wednesday, May 9.)
Also, remember to invite neighbors or 
colleagues who you would like to introduce 
to FBC Decatur. All are welcome. Price: FREE.

Senior Adult Sunday 
Bill Neal Preaches
May 6 in FreshStart and Sanctuary
Bill Neal, President/CEO of Developmental 
Disabilities Ministry will preach at both 
FreshStart and Sanctuary worship this 
Sunday, May 6. Worship leadership
and planning for the 11:15 a.m. Sanctuary 
worship is being contributed by the Young at 
Heart Committee. Worship led by seniors is  
for all ages! 

Yard Sale Volunteers
Adult support FBC Decatur youth
If you have never experienced volunteering 
for The Yard Sale, don’t miss the opportunity 
this year. Beginning with circling up for 
prayers on Wednesday night before the 
opening on June 7 till the last bit of clean up 
on Saturday afternoon, The Yard Sale is a 
chance to connect with the Decatur 
community, and support the youth in their 
mission and social activities all year. Check 
out the opportunities to help on Page 7 of 
this issue of the Outlook.

Front Lawn Hospitality 
Memorial Day Weekend
On Memorial Day weekend, the "Kids and 
Teens" portion of the Decatur Arts Festival 
will be on our 
front lawn. If 
you are willing 
to give a few 
hours as a 
volunteer to 
make folks 
welcome, please 
contact Debra or 
Scott Pyron at 
(404) 378-7078. 

Women on Mission 
Meets Tuesday, May 8
The Women on Mission will meet on 
Tuesday, May 8 in Room S304. Leaders will 
meet at 10 a.m., groups at 10:30 a.m. and the 
program will begin at 11 a.m. The program 
will be presented by Street Grace, an organ-
ization which helps young people suffering 
from commercial sexual exploitation.

SPRING 2012Wednesdays in May    
Adults meet at 6:30 p.m.

Wonderfully Made: A Brief History 
of the Universe
Scientific cosmology from a distinctively 
Christian viewpoint
Paul Wallace—Room S206

Contemplative Prayer Group
Anyone wishing to sit in silence in God’s 
presence is welcome. There will be no 
teaching, just silent prayer.
In the Prayer Chapel across from the 
Welcome Center.

Congregational Life

BRAVES GAME 
Young Adults Plan
for Ballpark Fun
Mark Your Calendars
JUNE 10 at 1:35 p.m.
Spring is here and FBCD Young Adults 

are headed to Turner Field!  We are 

excited to meet other young adults 

outside our Sunday School groups and 

hope you can join us for the Braves 

game against the Blue Jays on Sunday, 

June 10 at 1:35pm.  Email Katie Roberts 

before June 1 to get your tickets at 

gth850x@gmail.com.  We are looking 

forward to an afternoon of fun and 

fellowship!

Meeting God in the Neighborhood
Discussion and action around the 
transition from an “attractional” church
to a “missional” church
Mickey Goodson—Room S304

When God’s People Pray
Bible study focused on becoming a 
praying church with video testimonies 
from The Brooklyn Tabernacle’s prayer 
ministry
Sharyn Dowd—Church Parlor

mailto:gth850x@gmail.com
mailto:gth850x@gmail.com
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Celebrating 150 Years!

Our church is in the midst of an historic year!   Sunday, November 18 is our 150th 
Anniversary. We want to celebrate as well as serve throughout the year leading up to that 
special day.  

When the 150th Anniversary Team had our initial meeting, almost a year ago, the dreams 
for this year of celebration were big. With each meeting the dreams grew and the plans 
began to follow. It was at this point late last summer when requests for the 2012 budget 
were scheduled to be submitted to our Finance committee for consideration. Though the 
Finance committee was generous in their support, they approved a smaller amount than 
was requested. Our team adjusted our plans accordingly to match the budget that was 
approved.

Since then, our planning team has fielded concerns from members of the church about 
financial spending for the 150th anniversary given our current budget climate. With prayer 
and planning, our team agreed to operate on a reduced budget amount instead of the 
approved $7,000.  

We can still celebrate in a great way throughout the year given this adjustment. Some of the 
plans for the year and for the specific celebration Sunday include:
•!Church wide luncheon: November 18 at new Marriott Courtyard; attendees will cover the 
! cost of their meal(s)*
•!Featured and invited speakers—will serve as worship leaders that day and at the 
! luncheon
•!Pictorial format, updated 150th history— a written, anniversary issue of the history of the 
! church will be available for purchase
•!150-day prayer guide—will be produced and distributed in house 
•!Electronic chimes—A group from the 150th team is working to have the chimes installed 
! in the steeple. Members will be invited to contribute to that effort. The chimes will fulfill 
! some of Dick Hall’s vision for from the past and offers us a tremendous witness for the 
! future.
•!Past leaders—Invitations to past members of the church, past staff members of the church, 
! certain community leaders, and certain religious leaders will be issued to join us that 
! special day.
•!Logo, publicity, and other promotion—all aspects of this year are all being done in house.
•!150th mission efforts—All participants in any of the 150th year mission efforts !cover their 
! own expenses.
•!Children, youth, and senior adults activities—held throughout the year will have a 150th 
! aspect to them.
•!And more 150th related educational, promotional, and inspirational events are on the 
! calendar with details still being planned.

All of these exciting things will happen with little or not cost to the church. The hope of our 
150th Anniversary team is that this will be a fantastic year. Our celebration will not be 
defined by one event, but rather in all of our activities, which provide opportunities for us 
to share our history and heritage with our community. We will remember our rich past and 
launch into a promising future.

A Letter from the FBC Decatur 
150 Anniversary Committee
Read about the updated plans for the year as outlined by your 150th Anniversary Committee.
Make plans now to attend the main celebration on November 18!

TH

 A N N I V E R S A R Y

Your 150th Anniversary Committee

John ManningBill Leonard

On November 18, we will celebrate in 
worship and at a special luncheon at 
the new Courtyard Marriott. 
Bill Leonard will be the worship leader/
speaker for the day. Dr. Leonard is the 
James and Marilyn Dunn Professor of 
Baptist Studies and Professor of Church 
History at Wake Forest University 
School of Divinity. 
John Manning will be the featured 
speaker for the luncheon event at the 
Marriott. A distinguished attorney who 
grew up in FBC Decatur, John served as 
deacon, deacon chair, and Sunday 
School teacher. An entertaining speaker, 
John has been the featured speaker at 
Decatur YMCA events.
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Matupi Chin
Baptist Church

 

TH

 A N N I V E R S A R Y

Mission 2012

A congregation of Baptist Christians who 
are refugees from Burma began meeting in 
the FBCD chapel on Easter Sunday. They 
begin gathering at 1 p.m. and worship from 
2 until 4 or 5 p.m. There are about 40 adults 
and 40–60 children in the group.
The Chin are a distinct ethnic group from 
western Burma. Their homeland is 
mountainous, with few roads. As a result, 
Chin in different sections of the Chin State 
speak entirely different languages. The 
group that meets at First Baptist Decatur 
are originally from the Matupi (or Madupi) 
state and speak that language. Many also 
speak Burmese and a few speak some 
English.
The Chin are not just immigrants; they are 
refugees. That means that the US 
government recognizes their need for 
residence here because their own country is 
too dangerous for them. The military 
dictatorship of the country its the rulers 
now call Myanmar (formerly Burma) has 
for many years used the Chin for forced 
labor and subjected them to torture and 
murder  in an attempt to stifle their desire 
for freedom of religion and self-
determination. Many Chin have fled to 
Malaysia and India. From refugee camps 
there they hope to enter the United States 
and start a new life.
Even though Buddhism is the majority 
religion of Burma (80%) the work of 
American Baptist missionaries Adoniram 
and Ann Judson in the 19th century 
continues to bear fruit, especially among 
the Karen and the Chin ethnic groups, 
many of whom are Baptist Christians.
There will soon be opportunities to attend 
gatherings with our Chin brothers and 
sisters. We have much to learn from their 
courage and willingness to suffer for their 
faith.

Welcoming a new congregation

Women’s Committee

Men’s Committee

Getting ready for worship

Chin children
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6 Mission 2012

Out of the Stands and 
Into the Game

 

TH

 A N N I V E R S A R Y

Mission 2012 Tutoring at the Global Village

Three years ago when she was living at 
Clairmont Oaks, Marie Browne attended 
a luncheon for refugee families. Through 
that experience, she became involved 
with a family from Afghanistan. They 
had fled their country after the mother 
was attacked and seriously burned by the 
Taliban. The folks at Clairmont Oaks 
began their refugee ministry by 
preparing bags of rice to carry families 
through the end of 
the month after their 
food stamps ran out. 
Later, Marie began to 
tutor Anouisha, one 
of the daughters, who 
is now 14. Anouisha 
attends the Global 
Village School located at Decatur 
Presbyterian Church. She is learning 
English with Marie’s help and loves to 
read.

The Global Village School is in need of 
one-on-one tutoring for their students, 
all of whom are girls who are war 
refugees. Their physical education class 
takes place on the FBCD ball field  on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
12:30-1:30 p.m. The teacher needs some 
women volunteers to help supervise the 
walk from DPC and back again as well as 
to help with games. Girls from the 
Middle East are not accustomed to seeing 
women participating in physical play 
and need some role models. For more 
information, contact Kristen Davis, FBCD 
refugee team coordinator, or contact the 
Global Village School directly at 
(404) 371-0107 and ask for Anne-Marie 
Sparrow, Tutor Coordinator.
(annemariesparrow@theglobalvillageschool.org).

For the last 2 ½ years I have volunteered at 
Our House, a fully accredited day care 
center for children whose families are 
experiencing homelessness or are in 
transitional housing. I always look forward 
to my time there and it has been a joy and 
blessing in my life. Although many days 
come with challenges and frustrations and 
are often exhausting, the smiles, hugs and 
“I love you, Ms. Laura!” make it more than 
worthwhile.
While there I don’t do anything special or
extraordinary. I tie 
shoes, wipe noses, 
zip coats, push 
swings, slide down 
slides, build towers, 
reinforce skills and 
help with activities 
the teachers have 
planned.  As often 
as possible, I give 
hugs, offer words of 
affirmation and 

encouragement and take 
precious faces between 
my hands and tell them 
how special and 
beautiful they are.
Three of the gospels 
recount a scene where 
the children are coming to 
Jesus and the disciples try 
to send them away. Jesus, instead, calls the 

children to himself, 
rebuking the disciples. 
He puts His arms 
around them and 
blesses them. It is my 
prayer that God will 
somehow use me to be 
a vessel of His love 
and blessing in the 
lives of these children 
who give so much to 
me.

The Smallest Homeless Ones

Marie Browne

Dancin’ For a Cause
Anslee Palmer persuaded her Jazzercize 
teacher to have a class for students and their 
grandmothers for the benefit of Hagar’s 
House. The project raised $250.

by Laura Dyer

Laura Dyer

Anslee Palmer
Kids helped shelve groceries at DEAM.

Kids and leaders learn about DEAM.

We support DEAM
Decatur-area Emergency 

Assistance Ministry

children on mission

mailto:Amsparrow2@gmail.com
mailto:Amsparrow2@gmail.com
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Kid’s Zone
Our Children’s Ministry welcomes children
up to and including fifth grade 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
LUNCHEON
Honoring our children’s volunteers!
Sunday, May 6, 12:15 p.m.
Children’s	  Ministry	  Volunteers—We are so 
thankful for all the people who devote their 
time, energy, and gifts to children’s ministry.  
We would like to show our appreciation to 
you by inviting you to a catered lunch 
celebrating your contributions to the lives of 
children. We couldn’t do it without you!

CHECK OUT THE CALENDAR
Children’s Ministry Calendar on 
Website 
From the website, you can generate 
reminders and alerts to help you remember 
what’s happening with children’s ministry. 
You can also print out the calendar in several 
formats.  To use the calendar, go to: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/children or 
www.fbcdecatur.com/preschool.  

FIRST SCHOOL CELEBRATES 
THE NATIONAL WEEK OF THE 
YOUNG CHILD
For the children in First School, the week of 
April 23rd focused on “early years are 
learning years,” with a specific focus on 
reading. Color day, Crazy Mixed-Up Day, 
Funny Socks Day, Pajama Day, Teacher 
Appreciation Day and Celebrate Reading 
Day combined for an eventful week. On 
Thursday afternoon the school community 
enjoyed a picnic that filled the courtyard 
with young families.

Youth Zone
Our Youth Ministry is open to all youth in 
grades six through twelve:

The Youth Yard Sale is here!
You can help in the following ways!
Sunday, June 3 through 
Wednesday, June 6
! Need Volunteers from 
! ! 9:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m.
 ! Need Evening & Night Security
Thursday, June 7
! Open at 7:00 a.m. & Close at 8:00 p.m.
! Need Volunteers from 
! ! 6:15 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. !
! Volunteer Meeting & Prayer at 
! ! 6:15 a.m.
! Need Evening & Night Security
Friday, June 8
! Open at 7:00 a.m. & Close at 8:00 p.m..
! Need Volunteers from 
! ! 6:45 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.
! Need Evening & Night Security
Saturday, June 9
! Open at 7:00 a.m. & 
! ! Close about 4:00 p.m.
! Need volunteers from 
! ! 6:15 a.m. until 6:00 pm
! Need Cleaning Crew from 
! ! 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.
All Week
! Need Prayers
! Need Drinks 
! Need Snacks
! NEED DONATIONS!
! ! Cars, Boats and Other Stuff! 
TO VOLUNTEER, please call Kurt Varney 
at (404) 219-3920

Young Adults
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Matt and Lindsey Hicks 
on the birth of Wesley Ross Hicks, born on 
February 20, 2012. 

Gearing up for
The Yard Sale
VOLUNTEER

Vacation Bible School
VOLUNTEER
Mark Your Calendars
Monday–Friday, July 16–20
9 a.m.–Noon

The theme this year is “Finding Hope,” 
and as always, we will need lots of 
volunteers to make the week a success! 
Please email Pastor Debbie at 
dbritt@fbcdecatur.com or Lindsey at 
lrichardson@fbcdecatur.com to sign up 
for this ministry. You may also call the 
church office at (404) 373-1653.

VOLUNTEER
TRAINING
Volunteer Training
All VBS Volunteers MUST attend one 
training session in preparation for VBS.  
Training will be offered 4 times, but 
you only have to attend once. Dates 
and times are:
June 3! 11:15 a.m.
June 3! 12:15 p.m.
June 10 ! 11:15 a.m.
June 10 ! 12:15 p.m.

If you are a VBS volunteer, please email 
Pastor Debbie an RSVP to one of these 
training sessions no later than May 23.

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/children
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/children
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/preschool
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/preschool
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Member Highlights
Welcome to Our New Members

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Dena and Clayton Patterson in the death of 
Dena’s mother, Judy Womack, on April 8 in 
Dothan, Alabama.

To the family of Betty Avent. She passed away 
on Saturday Apr. 14.  Services were held in the 
chapel at Wages Funeral Home in 
Lawrenceville on Wednesday the 18th.

To Mai & Fred Cavalli in the death of Mai’s 
mother Madli Kirchhoff.  A private memorial 
service will be held for the family on May 12.

Tuesday Prayers led by Pastor Julie
Join in prayer  every Tuesday in the Parlor. 
Noon till 1 p.m.

Pray for the World
Please follow the daily 
prayer guide for all the 
countries of the world at 
www.operationworld.org.

Volunteers Needed
Front Office Volunteers 
Do you have 4 hours you would like to 
contribute to the church each week to help in 
the Welcome Center and with front office 
tasks? Contact drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com or 
call the church (404) 373-1653. 

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
(404) 373-1653 and select option 8.
Pastor on call
May 4–6—Kurt Varney
May 11–13—Bob Williamson
May 18–20—Debbie Britt
May 25–27—Julie P-R
June 1-3—Sharyn Dowd
Deacon on call
May 4–6—Doug Jory
May 11–13—Ann Smith
May 18–20—Brian Fisher
May 25–27—Molly Fowlie
June 1-3—Justin Willliams

Blue Plate
May 9! ! Pork Chops
May 16 ! Chicken Strips
May 23! Taco Bar
May 30! Meat Loaf
June 6 ! !Pasta Bar

Salad Bar Meal is also available.

Kid’s Meal (for children 10 and under)
May 9! ! Pigs in a Blanket
May 16 ! Chicken Strips
May 23! Taco Bar
May 30! Hamburger
June 6! ! Pasta Bar

Wednesday Dinner
Served from 5:30 p.m. till 6:30 p.m.
In Carreker Hall in the Sanctuary Building
Cost: $6 Adults, $5 Students, $3 Kids, 
$20 Family Maximum
No reservation necessary. 

Church Office Hours
9 till 5, Monday–Thursday 
9 till 12, Friday
The church offices will be closed on Friday, 
May 25 and Monday, May 28 for the Memorial 
Day holiday. 

Doug Jory Ann
Smith

Brian
Fisher

Molly
Fowlie

Justin 
Williams

Vital	  Signs	  2012 FINANCIALS	  
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through April 29, 2012

Offerings last week	$20,448
(average needed per week $26,346)
Offerings received YTD	$422,695
Offerings YTD (behind) budget	($42,588)
YTD through March 31, 2012
Offerings + other income received	$316,107
Church expenses	$(340,622)
Expenses paid over income received	$(24,515)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.
YTD through March 31, 2012
MISSION GIVING
Benevolence Giving	$3,766
Special Missions	$7,239
(2011 yearly goal $32,000)

PROGRAM	Income over/(under) expenses

First School	$12,979
Activities	$7,407
Kitchen	$500
Music School	$1,041

April 29, 2012
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY PARTICIPATION
	 Preschool & Children	44
	 Youth	31

	 Adults	233
	 	 Total	 308

WORSHIP PARTICIPATION
	 	 Fresh Start   8:45 a.m.	126
	    	 Sanctuary   11:15 a.m.	271
	 	 Total	 397
	   	  

Jonathan 
Favors-Grimes
Statement of faith

Daniela Fuentes
Statement of faith

http://www.operationworld.org
http://www.operationworld.org
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook
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Letter to the Congregation

! As most of you are aware, this past Monday, April 30, was the date by which our five 
associate pastors were asked to make a very difficult decision—either to continue serving at 
First Baptist Decatur with reduced work hours and compensation, or to accept a severance 
package and seek opportunity to serve God in a new setting.

! Earlier this week Bob Williamson, Debbie Britt and Sharyn Dowd announced their 
plans to continue serving at FBC Decatur. I am thrilled about their decisions, as I know you 
are.

! With sadness I must inform you that Kurt Varney and Ryan Forbes have decided to 
accept severance packages and to conclude their long and significant ministries at First 
Baptist Church. I ask you to pray for Kurt, and for Ryan, Cindy, Tucker and Tanner.  And 
please find ways in the days ahead to express your love and care for them.

! Ryan’s last day at FBC will be next Tuesday, May 8. He is working this week with our 
staff and lay leaders to cover important bases for music, worship and technology.  Kurt will 
remain at work until May 21, during which time he will help to prepare the ground for 
continued ministry in the areas of youth, administration and activities. He will also help 
our youth and other leaders to prepare for the upcoming Yard Sale in June.

! There will be a reception and celebration of Kurt and Ryan’s ministries on Sunday, May 
20, after Sanctuary worship. A love offering will be given to each of them at that time. The 
deadline for contributing is Sunday, May 13. You may give by check, cash or online. Please 
indicate clearly for whom the gift is intended. 

! This is undoubtedly a time of pain and loss. I ask you to pray especially for our youth 
and their families, for our choir and musicians, and for our church staff, all of whom have 
served most closely with Kurt and Ryan. 

! And as we pray—let’s pray with hope and confidence in the God who has held our 
church through seasons of joy and grief for 150 years. My brothers and sisters, there are 
now fifteen decades behind us that stand as testimony to God’s faithfulness, purpose and 
provision. We belong to the One who says: “Call to me, and I will answer you, and show you 
great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)

! ! ! ! Trusting that promise,

! ! ! ! Pastor Julie

A Letter from Pastor Julie
The following is the letter which was mailed to the congregation on May 2, 2012.

TH

 A N N I V E R S A R Y


