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March 27
Flowering
of the Cross
as you arr ive
for worship

FreshStart worship  • 8:45 a.m.  •  in the Sanctuary
Sanctuary worship  • 11:15 a.m.  •  in the Sanctuary

Easter
Sunday

A Weekend for Everyone — FEBRUARY 27 & 28
Trivia & Pizza

Saturday, 6:30 p.m.
Youth lock-in

after Trivia
Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, 9-10 a.m.
Groups

Sunday, 10 a.m.
ONE WORSHIP

11:15 in the Sanctuary
Fanfare Music

1:30 p.m.

Youth
Fundraiser
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2 Letter from Roger Paynter, Palm Sunday

A letter from Roger
First Baptist Decatur, I am loving being with you! It has been
such a privilege to begin this two year journey with you and I am 
excited about the good signs that I see. 
Deacon Chair, Kathy Kinlaw, called us to begin our new deacon 
year with a retreat in Carreker (the weather moved us from 
January to February, from Emory to Carreker). The participation 
of EVERYONE was exceptional, the conversations, the questions, 
the commitments, the insights, and most of all, the deep love for 
this church, their church, our church, God’s church was 
profoundly encouraging. There was no shying away from the 
hard work we have to do. Rather, I sensed a fresh energy to 
choose wisely in how we face our challenges. We don’t have to 
“fix everything” but to be good managers of our time and our 
gifts, to seek the leadership of the Spirit as we make deliberate 

choices among the many opportunities to serve. 
There ARE so many opportunities to “do good” around us that it demands that we draw on 
the gift of discernment over and again, that we might choose the “best” among all the “good” 
things we could be doing. This is often a seduction for activist churches filled with people who 
are passionate about caring. No, I am not suggesting we “stop caring 
so much”. Not at all. I AM suggesting, once again, that we choose 
wisely, that we listen carefully for the urging of God’s Spirit as we 
take on multiple mission and ministry opportunities. We must seek to 
be good stewards of the wonderful facilities we have, as we partner 
with community groups that want to do their work in our building, 
as we seek a balance between needed maintenance and bold ministry 
possibilities. To that end, I have incorporated an extended period of 
Silence into both the Fresh Start worship and the Sanctuary worship. 
My reasons for doing this are multiple. Our lives are overrun by 
busyness. We function best when we slow down, when we stop to 
listen, when we turn our minds and hearts in the direction of God’s 
whisper. If we don’t do that any other time of the week, we will at 
least do that in worship. We will find a time to simply, STOP. To 
breathe deeply. To seek the Voice of God. This TOO is worship, just as much as preaching or 
singing or overt praying.
YET, I hope that this time in worship begins to birth the practice of this for all of our daily 
lives. How do we go forward, wisely? How do we choose mission and ministry wisely? How
do we discover the Call of God in our lives clearly? How do we have the needed, healing 
conversations where we listen as much as we talk? How do we find the courage to give 
sacrificially, to live joyfully, to forgive generously? In my experience, when those realities are 
true in my life, I can trace it back to my time spent in Silence with the God who welcomes and 
challenges and loves me. I write regularly in a journal and often, I find words coming in those 
moments that arise as gifts from God, sometimes confronting me with failings and limitations, 
sometimes healing my wounded places, sometimes calling me to greater courage. But it all 
comes from being still and quiet and listening for God’s leadership. I commend this to all of 
us. Whether it’s in your favorite chair at home or at a stop light in the car, we ALL can find a 
time of quiet, a time of listening. If we were to commit ourselves to this as a church, the 
difference would be noted by us in some wonderful ways. We would find ourselves with
more clarity, greater courage and a greater spirit of love. 
As we make our way on our lenten journey, let us practice being quiet, trusting that God will 
give us what we need to hear.
Blessings,

Roger
P.S. Your end of the year giving was magnificent! We’ve started a little slow in January.
Let this be a matter of prayer for you.

Roger Paynter, Senior Pastor

Palm
Sunday
Palms, Passion

& Potluck 
March 20

Georgia Publix
Marathon Day

Save the date for our annual spring 
OneWorship gathering on the Sunday 
when the GA Publix Marathon disrupts 
early morning traffic on the roads 
around the church. This year this 
Sunday is also Palm Sunday and the 
beginning of Holy Week.

Palm Sunday Worship at 
11:15 a.m.
No Learning Groups or Bible Study 
Groups will meet. Everyone will gather 
in the Sanctuary for worship led by both 
FreshStart and Sanctuary musicians.
Roger Paynter will preach. 

Covered Dish Dinner
following worship
Families are asked to bring two dishes 
and individuals are asked to bring one 
dish to a covered dish “potluck” dinner 
in Carreker Hall to follow worship.
Please list what you will bring on the 
sign up sheets at church or email 
drodenhi@fbcdecaur.com.
Drinks and serving ware will be 
furnished.

March 13Daylight
Savings Time
Set your clocks 
ahead one hour 
before retiring for 
the night on 
Saturday night, 
March 12.

mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecaur.com
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecaur.com
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Lenten Season Wednesday Nights
For details go to
fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-
nights/ 

Family Dinners each week
Wednesday night meals served
5:30-6:30 p.m. in Carreker Hall.
Begin with supper and a time of 
sharing around the tables before 
attending activities and studies 
which begin at 6:30 p.m.
See the complete Wednesday 
menus here.
New Community for Kids
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Youth Wednesday Nights
6:30-7:30! Youth Room S320
Bible Study for Adults
6:30-7:30! In Carreker Hall
Roger Paynter teaches the Exodus
on Wednesday nights.
Worship Arts
7:30–8:45 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir – Music Suite
7:30–9:00 p.m.
Fresh Start Band – Carreker Hall
Support Groups Meet Weekly
Support groups meet on their own 
schedules, so please contact your 
group leader if there is a possible 
holiday conflict. 
ANAD Group    7-8 p.m.
Emotions Anonymous    7-8 p.m.
Al-Anon    7:30-8:30 p.m.
Support Groups listed here: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/

News & Events
The Season of Lent is an ancient tradition of 
the Church. The followers of Jesus are 
invited to intentional practices of reflection, 
repentance, and renewal. You are invited to 
participate in worship as we approach 
Resurrection Sunday on March 27.

February 28—One Worship
11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary
We will worship together in One Worship on 
this Sunday. The weekend plans include 
Saturday Night Trivia at 6:30 p.m., a 
Pancake Breakfast Youth Fundraiser for 
everyone at 9 a.m. in Carreker Hall, Groups
at 10 a.m., and One Worship for everyone in 
the Sanctuary at 11:15 a.m. 

March 6 and 13 (Time Change on March 13)
8:45 a.m. Fresh Start in Carreker Hall
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Roger Paynter will continue the Lenten 
sermon series on these two Sundays in both 
Fresh Start and Sanctuary. Groups at 10 a.m. 

Palms, Passion & 
Potluck
March 20—One Worship
11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary
This year Palm Sunday and the GA Publix 
Marathon are on the same Sunday. Due to 
traffic early on this race day, both Fresh Start 
and Sanctuary will gather for One Worship 
at 11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The Fresh Start 
band and the Sanctuary Choir and musicians 
will lead in worship on this first day of Holy 
Week. There will be a covered dish dinner in 
Carreker Hall following worship. (see pg. 2)

Good Friday
March 25
Family dinner (beef tips) will be served at
5:30 p.m., followed by communion around 
the tables in Carreker Hall. A Tenebrae 
Service will be held in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m.

EASTER Sunday
March 27
as you arrive Flowering of the Cross
8.45 a.m. Fresh Start in the Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

No evening activities

For current events at FBCD, visit News & Events on the church website.

Palm Palm Palm 
Sunday

Lent, Holy Week and Easter Worship

HOLY WEEK Wednesday, March 23
No Wednesday dinner or FBCD 
activities. Plan to attend Good Friday 
dinner, communion and service.

GoodGood
Friday

Easter
Sunday

Dinner
5:30  p.m.
In Carreker Hall
Communion
6:30  p.m.
In Carreker Hall
Tenebrae Service
6:30  p.m.
In the Sanctuary

Sunday

One Worship
11:15  p.m.
In the Sanctuary
“Potluck”
Covered Dish 
Dinner
in Carreker Hall
following worship

Fresh Start
8:45  p.m.
In the Sanctuary
Groups
10 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship
11:15  a.m.

Contemplative 
Service
Sunday, March 6
5 p.m.
In Carreker Hall
Reflective service invites participants
to rest in the presence of Christ through 
silence, scripture readings, and 
communion.

EasterEasterEaster
SundaySundaySundaySunday
EasterEasterEasterEaster
Sunday
EasterEasterEaster
Sunday
EasterEasterEasterEasterEaster
Sunday
EasterEasterEaster
Sunday
Easter
Sunday

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/menus-wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/menus-wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/
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Kids on 
Wednesdays 
6:30–7:30 p.m. each Wednesday
Preschool age
(3-kindergarten)
—E114

Kids
News & Events
Fanfare Music
Fanfare Music 2 rehearsal times
Grade-school kids 
at FBCD will 
continue Fanfare 
Music on Sundays, 
1:30-2:30 p.m. and
Tuesdays—4-5 p.m. 
(during First Camp) 
They will be preparing a musical 
presentation “Are We There Yet,” a 
retelling of the Exodus story, to be 
presented on May 15 at 5 p.m.

Upcoming Events in 2016
“Are We There Yet” Presentation—May 5
Passport Kids Camp—July 16-19
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on all children’s 
activities, go here. Contact Pastor Dale at 
ddoud@fbcdecatur.com.

Youth
News & Events
For the latest youth news:
fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Bible Study
10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room S320
Wildcard Wednesdays
6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room S320
Whether we’re letting loose or serving 
others, it’s always fun!
Upcoming Events in 2016
Beach Retreat—June 6-10
Mission Trip—July 10-15
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information � � contact Billy 
Roberts at broberts@fbcdecatur.com
or go to the youth page at: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/youth

Trivia Night
Fun for everyone with trivia challenge and free pizza!
Saturday night, February 27, gather in Carreker Hall for a night 
of trivia challenges sponsored by the Youth. Pizza will be 
served. After Trivia for everyone, the Youth will “lock-in.”

Pancake Breakfast
Youth Fundraiser
Youth invite you to breakfast
The youth invite you to a pancake breakfast on Sunday, 
February 28 at 9 a.m. Come enjoy the food and company while 
supporting the youth. Enjoy a delicious full-course pancake 
breakfast: pancakes, gluten free pancakes, sausage, turkey 
sausage, fruit, juice and coffee. 
COST is $7 per adult, $4 per child, free for age 2 and under. 
Additional donations are welcome.

Easter Egg Hunt on March 19
Time to donate candy for the Easter Egg Hunt
The Decatur Business Association Easter Parade ends about 
10:30 a.m. on our front lawn where a co-sponsored Easter Egg 
Hunt and Celebration will take place. The hunt will begin at 
11 a.m. with separate age graded hunts. Little Shop of Stories, 
Treehouse Kid & Craft and City of Decatur mini fire truck will 
provide activities. Bring a blanket and have a picnic style 
lunch on the lawn. Food will be available for purchase. Please 
bring candy donations for the hunt to the front office by 3/16.

Passport Kids Camp
Plan now for July 16-19
Kids (completed grades 3-5) may register now for Passport. For 
information, contact Dale at ddoud@fbcdecatur.com.

Fanfare Rehearsals
Grades 1-5 kids to perform story of Moses & the Exodus
Fanfare Music grade schoolers are rehearsing spring musical 
production "Are We There Yet: The Story of Moses and the 
Exodus." Free of charge. Two rehearsal opportunities:
• Tuesdays 4-5 pm (during afterschool)
• Sundays 1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
For More Info contact Dale Doud: ddoud@fbcdecatur.com

Ballroom Dance Classes
New Session—Thursday nights March 3 through April 21
Ballroom I (beginners) at 7–8:30 p.m., including practice time
Ballroom II at 8:05–9:30 p.m., including practice time
No partner necessary. Singles and couples welcome. Series of 7 
classes. Cost is $60. Simply Swing and Wonderful Waltz are 
also offered this session. Robert Tolentino is the instructor. To 
register go here, or call Warren Tuttle at 678-982-3496.

Financial Peace University
Begins March 30 on Wednesday nights
This financial skills class is taught by Dave Ramsey and the FPU teaching team via video in a 
group setting. The goal of the class is to help you achieve your financial goals by showing you 
how to eliminate debt, save for the future, and give like never before. You will be challenged 
and motivated to make a plan for your money. The class is coordinated by Matt Visser. To 
learn more and to register, go here or to DaveRamsey. com and go to Classes>find a class, then 
click on the First Baptist Church location.

Grades 1-5
New Community for 
Kids—each 
Wednesday night
in S314

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids/
mailto:ddoud@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:ddoud@fbcdecatur.com
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
mailto:broberts@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:broberts@fbcdecatur.com
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth
mailto:ddoud@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:ddoud@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:ddoud@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:ddoud@fbcdecatur.com
http://ballroomdancecommunity.org/DecaturSchedule.html
http://ballroomdancecommunity.org/DecaturSchedule.html
https://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/classes/1016870?et_cid=4439584&et_rid=0&linkid=unique+event+link
https://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/classes/1016870?et_cid=4439584&et_rid=0&linkid=unique+event+link
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Young at Heart
EVENTS
All Senior Adult 
Birthday Party 
March 13

Following 11:15 a.m. worship.
Carreker Hall  
Terry Lee’s Facing South Band will be 
the entertainment. Lunch will be 
provided and there will be birthday cake 
to celebrate everyone’s birthday! Watch 
for sign up information in your Sunday 
morning groups. Sponsored by Young at 
Heart. Church wide event for everyone!
Contact Bob Williamson for more 
information and to make a reservation.

Field Trip to
Kennesaw Battlefield
April 4
Jim Howe will lead the tour of Kennesaw 
Battlefield. Seating will be limited. Sign 
up will be announced along with cost 
information. Look for details in your 
Sunday morning groups soon.

Wednesday
Daytime Bible Study
Schedule for 
Bible Study
The Wednesday 
Senior Adult Bible 
Study meets from 
4–5 p.m. every 
Wednesday.
Margie and Bob are leading the year long 
curriculum series. You may join the study 
at any time.
The study is held in—S206 (Crossroads 
Conference Room)—and a fresh pot of 
coffee will be ready when you get there.
Anyone and everyone is welcome.  Just 
plan to show up and bring your Bible.

Know More
www.fbcdecatur.com/senior-adults

Walk the Labyrinth
A path to one’s spiritual center and
back again into the world
During Holy Week, beginning after noon on Monday, 
March 21, there will be a prayer labyrinth on the front lawn. 
The labyrinth is an ancient Christian symbol of pilgrimage. 
Those who could not make a pilgrimage to a holy place 
would walk through the labyrinth from the edge to the 
center, seeking to focus on God to the exclusion of life’s 
distractions. A labyrinth is not a maze. A maze is designed 
to confuse the walker and present obstacles to overcome. A 
labyrinth is designed to help the pilgrim find his or her way 
to the center and find God already there waiting.

Easter Lilies
On Easter Sunday in memory or in honor of someone
You may purchase a lily for $10 in memory of a loved one or in 
honor of someone special for Easter Sunday. Orders must be received by Friday, March 18. 
The proceeds will go to missions and worship arts. Write a check to First Baptist Church of 
Decatur, noting lilies in the memo line. Lilies may be picked up after worship Easter morning.

March is DEAM Month
Donate to the DEAM Pantry for people in need in our community
During March we will be collecting food for the clients of the Decatur-area Emergency 
Assistance Ministry. We need canned meat (canned chili,  beef stew, beef ravioli, spaghetti and 
meat sauce, etc), hearty soups, small plastic jars of jelly, one 
pound packages of rice, bar soap, and toilet paper. Money may 
be donated in the offering plate (not in the bins).

Ovations Concert
March 6 at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Georgia State University Opera Theatre is proud to present 
“Fables, Fairies, and Forests”: a collection of scenes from the 
operatic repertoire, focused around source material of fables 
and fairytales. The program includes favorites like Rossini’s 
Cinderella and Ward’s The Crucible, as well as some exotic 
classics like Janáček’s The Cunning Little Vixen. The program 
features twenty-one student singers, as well as fourteen 
graduate-student directors with scenes in English, German, 
Italian, French, and Czech languages. From Cinderella to 
Rapunzel to Paul Bunyan, it is a fairytale feast for all senses!

Conversations Author
Friday, March 11 at 7 p.m.
Georgia Center for the Book and FBCD Conversations
present author Shaka Senghor, a TED and Aspen Ideas 
Festival speaker, on Friday, March 11, 2016 at 7 p.m. In 1991 
Shaka Senghor was sent to prison for second-degree murder. 
Today he is a lecturer at universities, a leading voice on 
criminal justice reform, and an inspiration to thousands. In life, 
it's not how you start that matters. It's how you finish. His new 
book, Writing My Wrongs, is the story of what came next. For 
more detail, go here.

Caregiver’s Support Group 
Tuesday, March 1, 11 a.m.-Noon   In the Parlor
Anyone who is in a caregiver role is warmly invited to 
attend. Ann Murphy is leading the group.

mailto:bwilliamson@fbcdecatur.com?subject=YAH%20Planning
mailto:bwilliamson@fbcdecatur.com?subject=YAH%20Planning
http://www.fbcdecatur
http://www.fbcdecatur
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/2016/2/15/author-event-shaka-senghor
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/2016/2/15/author-event-shaka-senghor
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Sunday Schedule in March
March 6, 13
8:45 a.m. FreshStart
10 a.m. Learning Groups and Bible Study
11:15 a.m. Worship for everyone
March 20—Palm Sunday (Marathon Day schedule)
8:45 a.m. No FreshStart in Carreker Hall
10 a.m. No Learning Groups and Bible Study
11:15 a.m. One Worship for everyone

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
Fax—404-370-7692
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
March 4–6—Gary Owen
March 11–13—Andrea Robinson 
March 18–20—Michael Haun
March 25–27—Kaitlin Curtice
April 1–3—Chris Faulkner

Gary
Owen

Andrea
Robinson

Michael 
Haun

Kaitlin
Curtice

Chris
Faulkner

Wednesday Dinner
Wednesday nights—5:30–6:30 p.m.
Carreker Hall 

Menu
March 2—Salisbury Steak
March 9—Ranch Crispy Chicken
March 16—Pot Roast with Cooked Carrots
March 23—No Wednesday night dinner
March 25—Good Friday Dinner—Beef tips 
in Mushroom Sauce
Meal Prices
Adults—$6.50    Students—$5.50
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Office Schedule
Regular Office Hours
Monday–Thursdays—9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Fridays—9 a.m.–Noon
Office Closings
Easter Holiday schedule:
March 25—Good Friday (Offices closed)
March 28—Easter Monday (Offices closed)

Visit the FBCDwebsite
Your go-to place for FBCD information
www.fbcdecatur.com
Browse the site from your computer, your 
smart phone or tablet. Explore each section 
to find the information most useful to you.
Check out the News & Events section 
regularly to see the latest announcements. 
Need to find something? Enter it in the 
Search Box in the footer (at the bottom of 
every page!).
Go to Explore on the top menu bar to find a 
list of resources to tap into. These include:
News & Events, Sermons Online, Author 
Conversations, Newsletter (Outlook), 
Stories, Media Center, and Calendar.

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Julian Bond and his family on the passing 
of Julian’s cousin, Rev. Rodney Harris on 
December 24, 2015.
To Betty and Don Hammonds on the
passing of Betty’s sister Barbara Foster, on 
February 10.
To the family of Doris Parkman who passed 
away on February 7.

Complete menus online

Spring Forward
Set your clocks ahead on Saturday night March 12
Time change goes into effect at 2 a.m. on March 13. Set your clocks ahead 
by one hour before retiring for the night on that Saturday. See you in 
worship on daylight savings time.

March 27—Easter Sunday
as you arrive, you may bring flowers for 
the Flowering of the Cross on the front 
lawn
8:45 a.m. FreshStart Easter worship

in the Sanctuary
10 a.m. Learning Groups and 

Bible Study
11:15 a.m. Easter Worship in the 

Sanctuary

Note from the
Organ Bench
Lenten and Easter worship 
through music in Sanctuary
Preludes and postludes during 
March will follow the season, 
progressing from meditative 
during Lent, to triumphal for 
Easter.

Volunteer Spotlight
CMLT* spotlights Karen Visser
Karen Visser is the spouse of Matt 
Visser and the mother of Gabbie, Noah 
and Dayton. Karen serves as a craft 
and project coordinator for our Sunday 
morning worship care sessions. Karen 
donates a great deal of her time and 
energy each week as she envisions the 
projects, makes samples and gathers 
supplies.
Thank you, Karen!

*Children’s Ministry Leadership Team

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
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