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2 Among Friends

YARD SALE
update
FBC Decatur Yard Sale 
Co-Leaders Needed
Yard Sale Tentatively Planned for Fall
Before a date can be announced for the 
2014 Yard Sale, we need two Team
Co-Leaders to answer the call to 
serve. These leaders need to volunteer 
by the upcoming Yard Sale meeting on 
Sunday, February 9, at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Parlor, led by Justin Williams 
(immediate past deacon chair). If 
primary leaders aren't identified by 
February 9th we will likely need to 
push the Yard Sale to 2015. Please 
contact Justin Williams
jnwilliams@gmail.com if you believe 
God is leading you to co-lead this effort, 
or if you want to know more.

Big thanks to the following FBC folk 
who've already stepped up to lead 
critical pieces of the Yard Sale: 
• Mike Haun (pickups and storage in 

pods)
• Mai Cavalli (food and volunteer 

coordination)
• Carol May & Joyce Garrett (pricing)
• Helen Wallace, Courtney Mwangura 

& Katie Roberts (set-up and
take-down).

Yard Sale Meeting 
Sunday, February 9
12:30 p.m. in the Parlor
All are welcome.

A M O N G  F R I E N D S

Dear FBC Family…I am enormously grateful to you for my 
sabbatical, now less than four months away. In thirty years of 
ministry this will be my first extended period of rest and renewal. 
Thank you!  
     My upcoming renewal plan could be summarized by the word 
heritage. These words from the psalmist come to mind: 
“The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You support 
my lot. The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Indeed, my heritage 
is beautiful to me.” (Ps. 16:5-6 NASB)

I plan to spend this summer: 
1) Enjoying some family time in the San Francisco Bay Area.
2) Challenging myself physically and mentally as I hike and backpack in the high desert 
of New Mexico near Abiquiu, facilitated by Inward Adventure.
http://inwardadventure.com
3) Observing a silent retreat at the Benedictine Monastery of Christ in the Desert in 
Abiquiu, NM.  http://christdesert.org/
4) Immersing myself in the stories of my specific heritage and calling by spending time 
engaged in continued writing of a memoir already in progress. I hope to spend some of 
that time writing in Cuenca, Ecuador, hosted by an old friend from seminary days.
     Through these experiences I hope to give my body, mind and spirit ample time and 
space to be refreshed by God.

Q & A
Q: When will you be gone?
A: The dates of my sabbatical are

May 19–August 12, 2014.

Q:  Who will preach and lead in your absence?
A:  Preaching—I’ve already begun arranging for 
preachers for the twelve Sundays I’ll be gone. 
Two special summer sermon series are being 
planned. Most of the preachers will come from 
our own congregation, with a few “outside” 
guests included for good measure.
Leading; Caring—The pastoral staff and I will work together to ensure smooth operations 
while I’m away.  Some of my roles will be covered by staff; others will be covered by lay 
leaders in various areas. I will work to spread responsibilities around and ensure that no 
one individual bears a burdensome load.
Q:  How is this sabbatical being financed?
A:  Honorariums for preachers are covered in the 2014 M.A.P. The congregation 
graciously approved a $6,000 sabbatical allowance for me from the 2014 M.A.P. and the 
FBC Foundation awarded me a generous $1500 sabbatical grant. These grants will fund 
the travel portions of my renewal leave. I will meet with our finance leaders to establish 
protocols for spending and reporting.
Q:  Does the congregation have anything special to look forward to while you are 
away?
A:  Glad you asked—Yes! Sharyn Dowd and I, in collaboration with our deacon officers, 
are working on plans for a congregational exercise throughout the summer that dovetails 
with the Impacting Tomorrow conference in Charlotte, NC, in May.  This will provide good 
and forward-looking focus for the congregation while I am away.

Again, thank you, FBC family, for this good gift.

Blessings,

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor

Monastery of Christ in the Desert

mailto:jnwilliams@gmail.com
mailto:jnwilliams@gmail.com
http://inwardadventure.com
http://inwardadventure.com
http://christdesert.org/
http://christdesert.org/
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Deacon ministry is not in any way about prestige or power or any of the things deacon ministry 
sometimes gets confused with. At the same time, all of our deacons feel honored and humbled to have 
been called out by their brothers and sisters at First Baptist as those whose lives are surrendered to 
Christ. 

Sometimes the question gets asked: What, exactly, do our deacons do? Here is a brief
description of what our deacons are expected to BE, as well as what they are expected
to DO as servant leaders in our congregation.

What Deacons are expected to BE:
• Wholly surrendered to Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
• A fellowship of discernment.
• A less-anxious presence in the congregation.
• Catalysts for ministry—connecting others in the congregation with opportunities to serve.

What Deacons are expected to DO:
All of our deacons were involved in the life of the congregation before becoming
deacons, and most will continue serving in those areas. At the same time, deacons are
expected to serve in other ways:

Praying
All deacons partner with Pastor Julie in prayer through Ask, Seek, Knock 2014.

Caring
All deacons serve one or two weekends as part of the Deacon On-Call Ministry.

Worship Support
All deacons help to support both worship service in various ways, including reading 
Scripture, praying, serving communion, receiving the offering.

Hospitality
All deacons are expected to be a welcoming presence at First Baptist. In addition,
various deacons have committed to serve in 2014 in these specific ways:
• Coming alongside new members for their first 6 months.
• Welcoming in the parking lot before both worship services.

Children’s Ministry
All deacons are expected to help our littlest ones to feel God’s delight in them.
In addition, various deacons have committed to serve our children
in 2014 in these specific areas:

• Sunday Morning Bible Study substitute 
teachers

• Fresh Start Kids and or Sanctuary Kids
• Wednesday Night New Community for Kids 

group leaders

Operations
Our Finance Committee is composed 
mostly of deacons.
The Finance Committee meets every
month on the third Tuesday, just before 
the deacon’s meeting.

What Do Our Deacons Do?

Randall Hampton greets an FBC family.

Annie Mullins reads 
scripture in FreshStart.

Mary Beth Lively teaches children.

Scott Winn leads the FreshStart Tech Team.Keith Pierce (center) teaches our 
Second Cup Bible study group. 
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Past and Projected Growth in Unit 134 Has Created the Need for a Scout Hut:
• Since 2008-2009 year the Cub Scout Pack has grown by at least 15 boys a year 
• Over 300% growth in Cub Scout Pack from intentional and continued 

recruiting
• Boy Scout Troop has held steady over that time
• Beginning with this year the growth hits the Boy Scout Troop
• The 2013 Webelos II (Rising 6th graders) have doubled the Troop size
• The 2014 additions will be another 50% growth creating space challenges

New Scout Hut
The Troop and Pack are very excited about the upcoming construction of a new Scout Hut 
on the site of the current pavilion next to the playground. The design is now completed, in 
cooperation with FBC Staff, Finance Committee and Deacons. A team of adult Scout 
leaders has spent the last year raising funds and preparing for the project. Groundbreaking 
is expected to take place in the next few weeks with a target move-in goal of this coming 
summer. The boys in the Pack and Troop, and their families, are energized and excited to
take on this challenge, and grateful to FBC Decatur for our support and encouragement.

Plans are Underway for the H.T. Greenway Scout Hut
on the FBC Decatur Campus

Scout Fun Facts
Troop 134 (Boy Scouts)
Troop 134 (Boy Scouts) is one of the 
oldest continuously active troops in the 
Atlanta area, chartered in 1927. Gig 
Roper is about to conclude his 
significant 12-year tenure as the Troop’s 
Scoutmaster. The Troop, which meets 
weekly, currently includes 25 boys and 
is led by the boys themselves, with the 
adults providing direction and 
facilitation. The Troop engages in 
community service. In 2013 they served 
dinner to 400 homeless persons at an 
Atlanta shelter and volunteered at the 
Decatur Book Festival. In 2013 three 
boys from the Troop (including our 
own Carter Holland) earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout, the highest rank in 
Scouting. Troop 134 has produced over 
50 Eagle Scouts.

Pack 134 (Cub Scouts)
Pack 134 (Cub Scouts) currently 
includes over 120 boys and is divided 
by school grade into Dens. The Dens 
meet during the month to work on 
skills leading to advancement in rank. 
They also take family camping trips or 
other outings several times each year.

In appreciation of the Greenway 
family’s support of Troop 134 over 
many years, the hut will be named 
the H.T. Greenway Scout Hut, and 

generally referred to as the 
Greenway Scout Hut.Troop 134

Eagle Scouts on
Scout Sunday
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February
Wednesday schedule
Family Dinner 5:30 p.m.
God Stories & 6:10–6:25 p.m. 
Prayer Time
Opportunities 6:30–7:30 p.m.
for All Ages

New Community for Adults
New Community for Kids
Youth Community Groups

_________________________
ADULT OPPORTUNITIES
Faith and Justice Discussion
Topic: Healing the Sick: Healthcare 
Access
6:30–7:30 p.m. in Room S304
Led by Mickey Goodson and 
Rob Johnson
An Intimate Cosmos: Why Modern 
Science is Good News for Believers
6:30–7:30 p.m. in Room S206 
Led by Paul Wallace
A proper understanding of science is
really good news for Christians who
value the Biblical witness �
Grief Support Group
February 19–March 26 
In the Parlor
This group is for anyone who is grieving 
a loss, particularly the death of a family 
member or friend. Tommye Morris and 
Larry Connelly are the leaders.

Career Assistance Ministry
February 26 and March 26 
Led by Larry Decuir
Resume development, job search
strategy and job interview preparation. 
Individual sessions with Larry Decuir
by appointment. larrydecuir@yahoo.com
MUSIC for ADULTS
Avé (Adult Vocal Ensemble)
7:00–7:30 p.m. in Room S226
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
7:30–8:45 p.m. in Room S226
(resumes on January 15)
SUPPORT GROUPS
Al-Anon in S205
7:30–9:00 p.m.
Support groups continue to meet every 
Wednesday year round.

Coffee Talk for 
Newcomers
A time to meet 
new friends and 
learn about FBC 
Decatur
At the 10:00 a.m. 
Bible Study hour 
during January, 
folks who are new 
to First Baptist are 
invited to gather in 
the Parlor for coffee, nibbles, and a great 
opportunity for meeting new friends.

Women
on Mission
Women on Mission to 
Hear Carolyn Bishop

The Women on Mission 
will meet on Tuesday, 
February 11 to hear 
Carolyn Bishop, President 
of the Consortium for 
Global Education at 11 a.m. 
in S304. The group will 
meet at 10:15 a.m. for 
business and prayer.

Notes From the 
Organ Bench
Sanctuary in February
In January the preludes and postludes were 
about our description of God (mighty 
fortress, worshipping the king). In February, 
the musical theme will be love: God toward 
people, people toward God and Jesus, and 
how we love each other. Some selections will 
be in the hymnal.

Grief Support
Group
Coming February 19–March 26
In the Parlor, 6:30–8 p.m.
This group if for anyone who is grieving a 

loss, particularly the 
death of a family 
member or friend.
Tommye Morris and 
Larry Connelly are 
the leaders.

All Senior 
BIRTHDAY 
PARTY 
March 30

Sunday, March 30,
following 11:15 a.m. 
worship
In Carreker Hall.
Save the date!
The program will feature 
harpist Julie Albertson.

LUNCH &
LEARN 
February 13
On February 13 the first 
Young At Heart Lunch & 
Learn event will be at noon 
in Fellowship Hall. The cost 
for lunch is $5. Our speaker 
for the day will be Bob 
Waters, the 2014 Deacon 
chair. Please make your 
reservations by calling the 
church office or seeing Bob 
Williamson.

Young at Heart

ANAD in S218
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Bob 
Waters

Harpist
Julie Albertson

mailto:larrydecuir@yahoo.com
mailto:larrydecuir@yahoo.com
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Coming This 
Summer 
FBC Decatur Kids
Vacation Bible School:
June 9-13
Passport Kids Camp:
July 19-22

Activities Ministry
Day Camp
9 weeks of camp are available
Begins Week 1: June 2–June 6
Ends Week 9: July 28–August 1
For complete Camp schedule and
reservations, please go to the Camp website: 
fbcdecaturcamp.net

Computers 
Needed
Donate Computers for Kids
Please donate usable computers and/or 
monitors for use in the New Community for 
Kids programs on Wednesday nights. 
Contact Dale at ddoud@fbcdecatur.com.

Easter Egg Hunt
Save the Date
April 12
Easter Bunny arrives by fire 
truck at 10:30 hunt at 11:00 a.m. 
Additional details will follow in 
the March issue.

February
New Community
for Kids
Wednesdays
6:30–7:30 p.m.

Community 
Groups:
Someone’s In the Kitchen
(Kid’s Zone in Carreker Hall)
Exploring the Life of Christ 
Computer Lab
(E-220)

Brand New
Worship and the Arts with 
creative writing, design and 
drawing
(S324)

At the parent reception and information 
update that was held recently, the 
Children’s Ministry Leadership Team 
(CMLT) unveiled plans for how they 
would be working to expand our 
children’s ministry infrastructure by 
creating sub-groups that would have 
specific focus and tasks related to 
designated areas of ministry. For those 
who weren’t able to be there those groups 
consists of Sunday morning Bible study, 
worship care and learning experiences for 
preschoolers on Sunday mornings during 
worship, Wednesday evening experiences 
and programs, special events and 
community outreach and Vacation Bible 
School.

These teams have begun to meet. This 
past Sunday our Sunday morning Bible 
study group provided a Sunday morning 
Bible study leaders training session after 
church. The VBS team is beginning 
conversations about curriculum choices 
while the group for worship care is 
beginning to ask some significant 

Follow Up to Parent Reception:
An Information Update Session

questions about what children of varying 
ages need during that time of care as well 
as continuing to enlist people to help 
make it happen.  The special events group 
is already hard at work looking toward 
the Easter egg hunt and celebration.  
! It is so encouraging to see how these 
groups are responding. Pray for our team 
as well as be willing to jump in and help 
when asked.

mailto:ddowd@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:ddowd@fbcdecatur.com
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A word from the 
Generosity 
(Stewardship) Team

Taking the
Next Step

It’s not too late to take the next step 
toward generosity and financial 
faithfulness with the resources God has 
placed in your hands. You may still 
drop your 2014 commitment card into 
the offering plate or bring it by the 
church office on a weekday (through 
February).

The mission of 
the Career 
Assistance 
Ministry at FBC 
Decatur is to 
assist those in 

career transition. Our principle focus is to 
prayerfully assist anyone in need of career/
employment guidance through one or more 
of the following areas: 
• resume development
• job search strategy
• job interview preparation
Our overall purpose is to help others, so they 
can fulfill God's plan for their lives. This is 
accomplished through personalized
one-on-one coaching and advisement, based 

on the individual needs 
of the person—whether 
the individual is 
looking for his/her first 
job, looking to change 
jobs, or is in between 
jobs. Larry Decuir, a 
member of FBCD and a 
Human Resources 
professional with over

30 years of related experience, is looking 
forward to working with you. Sessions will 
be available each month, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
on February 26 and March 26. Please contact 
Larry at larrydecuir@yahoo.com to schedule 
a session. 

Eternal Life is 
new Pilgrim’s 
Study
Sunday morning study at 10 a.m.
The Pilgrims Sunday morning group invites 
everyone to join them in a new study by 

John Spong: Eternal Life: 
A New Vision. The study 
meets in S304 and 
continues through June.
Also, if you would like 
to join the group in their 
second Sunday lunch, 
contact Don Hammonds 
at 404-316-4752.

job, looking to change 
jobs, or is in between 
jobs. Larry Decuir, a 

Career Assistance Ministry

Food, beverages, great music from a local DJ
AUCTION—gift baskets, sports memorabilia, vacation packages, gift cards to local 
restaurants, and much more!
Special Ticket price for FBC folk!  Tickets (normally $50 each) are two tickets for the 
price of one (two people can come for the price of one $50 ticket). Buy the tickets 
online here: http://www.thecommunityschool.net/event.php. You will buy one 
individual $50 ticket for two people and include the code "FBC" in the memo (where 
it says "Add Special Instructions to the Seller") when checking out on PayPal. It's very 
important they do this so they know that two people are coming.
Want to attend? Questions? Please contact Sarah Hersh at 404-573-2012 or email 
sarahhersh@thecommunityschool.net.

Community School
3rd Annual Southern
Soiree & Auction

Friday
February 7th
7–10:30 p.m.
Old Decatur 
Courthouse

Afternoon Tea at 
Holy Trinity
14th Annual English Tea
to benefit Community Outreach 
Programs
On Sunday, February 9, 2–4 p.m., the 14th 
Annual English Tea at the Parish Hall of 
Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church 
will be held. The 
tea benefits 
community 
outreach programs.
Tickets are $15 in 
advance (paid in 
full by Feb. 7), and 
$20 at the door. You may contact the Holy 
Trinity church office at 404-377-2622. 

Women’s 
Ministry at 
Global Village
Celebrating authors
On Friday, 
February 7 the 
Women's Ministry 
will provide tea 
and refreshments 
for the Global 
Village Project's 
school for girls. The 
"authors' tea" will 
include an 
opportunity for the 
students to show what they are learning.
It will be at Decatur Presbyterian Church
at 2 p.m.

mailto:larrydecuir@yahoo.com
mailto:larrydecuir@yahoo.com
http://www.thecommunityschool.net/event.php
http://www.thecommunityschool.net/event.php
mailto:sarahhersh@thecommunityschool.net
mailto:sarahhersh@thecommunityschool.net
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Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
March 6
In the Sanctuary, 7 p.m.
Doors open at 6 p.m.
The Nigerian-born author of Purple Hibiscus
and Half a Yellow Sun joins us to read from 
her new paperback, Americanah; a story of 
love and race centered around a young man 
and woman from Nigeria who face difficult 
choices and challenges in the countries they 
come to call home.

Plan to arrive early.

GA Center for the Book and FBC 
Decatur Conversations Team 
Hosts 2 Authors in March

One of The New York 
Times Book Review's 
Ten Best Books of 2013

Linda Hunt
March 9
In Carreker Hall, 5 p.m. (note change from 
the usual Sanctuary location)
Hunt's Pilgrimage through Loss tells the story 
of one family's journey through the 
devastating loss of a child, along with 
interviews from thirty other mothers and 
fathers.

Rather than prescribing a path that will 
lead to recovery, Hunt encourages parents 
to find the pathways that work for them as 
they seek to engage life again with meaning 
and hope.

“An exceptional resource 
for grieving parents.”—

MISS Foundation

At the celebration:
• See what was happening in the world 

in 1939
• Pick up a commemorative bookmark
• Enjoy the light refreshments
• Swap favorite library stories
• Check out some library materials
• Win a door prize!
Join us in Room S229 (under the blue 

library banner on the 
main Sanctuary hall).

Sunday, March 16
Come celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the 
Library in the Media Center between 12:15 
and 1:45 p.m. on March 16. Media Center 
Director, Melanie White, and the library 
volunteers 
invite you to 
join them for 
this special 
event. Be sure 
to bring the 
entire family.

The Library To Celebrate 75 Years

Melanie White, 
Media Center Director

The 
Lenten 
Season
CALENDAR
Ash Wednesday March 5

First Sunday in Lent March 9 
One Worship 
(Publix Marathon Day) March 23
Palm Sunday April 13

Maundy Thursday April 17
Lord’s Supper and Footwashing
Good Friday April 18

Easter April 20

ONE
WORSHIP

Special service 
for the entire 
congregation, 
followed by a 
covered dish 
lunch in 
Carreker Hall.
March 23 

April 13

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

April 17
7 p.m. Sanctuary

Good
Friday

April 18
7 p.m. Sanctuary

Palm 
Sunday

EASTER
Sunday, April 20
8:45 a.m. FreshStart on Front Lawn
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

8:45 a.m. FreshStart
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

EASTER
Sunday, April 20
8:45 a.m. FreshStart on Front Lawn
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Good
Friday

April 18
7 p.m. Sanctuary

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

April 17
7 p.m. Sanctuary

April 13April 13

Palm Palm 
SundaySunday

8:45 a.m. FreshStart
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

ONE
WORSHIP

Special service 
for the entire 
congregation, 
followed by a 
covered dish 
lunch in 
Carreker Hall.
March 23 

Save the date!
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As we begin 2014, we want to reflect on activities that occurred last year and share plans targeted to strategic areas for 2014.

2013 Staffing Changes
• March 2013—Hired Dale Doud as Interim Children’s Minister 
• March 2013—Hired Mary Ann Eaddy as Administrative Assistant to Senior Pastor (replacement for Bekah Smith who accepted 

job in California)
• April 2013—Hired Marianna Anderson as Finance Manager (replacement for Nancy Norman who retired)
• May 2013—Cindy Forbes resigned as organist; Wayne Graham engaged as interim organist
• August 2013—Hired Van Smith as Director of Operations & Finance 
• October 2013—Hired Harriet Holland as Director of FBCD First School effective 1/6/14. (replacement for Barbara Long who 

retired) 

Interview panels that included representatives from various groups within the congregation were involved for the hiring of the 
Children’s Minister, Director of Operations & Finance, and Director of First School.

2014 Staffing Additions & Changes
Worship Arts Leader – 

Plans are underway to fill this staff position. Andy Kennedy is serving as Personnel Committee Lead for 
this effort. Soon we will communicate the job posting and position description to the congregation along 
with names of members serving on the two interview panels.  

FBC Decatur has been blessed to have Peggy Ray serve as interim Sanctuary worship coordinator since 
May of 2012. Peggy is taking off the month of February, when Parker Ebling-Artz (FreshStart worship 

leader) will lead the 11:15 a.m. service and rehearse with the choir. 
Beginning in March Parker and Peggy will share leadership 
responsibilities, with Parker leading worship and Peggy leading 
the choir. This will continue until the new staff person is in place. 

As we have been preparing a job description for this position, titles such as “Worship 
Arts Leader” or “Liturgical Artist” are now frequently being used to designate the 
role that in Baptist circles we previously would have called Minister of Music. 
Through this process we have been challenged to broaden our vision of what could 
be possible in the days and years ahead at First Baptist Decatur as we live and 
minister in this arts-minded community. 

The Personnel Committee sought written input from the FBCD Diaconate at the January deacons’ retreat (approximately 70 
in attendance), as well as from the sanctuary choir. 

Transitions in Areas of Responsibility
Sharyn Dowd and Bob Williamson to exchange some tasks and collaborate in new areas.
A Summary of Changes:

New titles for Sharyn Dowd and Bob Williamson
Bob Williamson, Pastor for Senior Adult Ministries 
Sharyn Dowd, Pastor for Caring and Serving Ministries
A shift in time and salary parameters for Sharyn:
Sharyn is shifting from 80% time and compensation to approximately 40%. 
Sharyn requested these changes earlier in 2013 for two reasons: a) to allow 
her to spend time with family around the country and b) to allow greater 
flexibility in the personnel budget for new staffing possibilities. (Bob 
Williamson will continue at 80% time and compensation.)

Debra Pyron, Personnel Committee Chair

Personnel Committee Update

Creative Commons_Nutmeg Designs
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A broader, more focused approach to caring ministries at FBC Decatur
Bob and Sharyn will both play a leadership role in the area of care-giving, with Bob focusing on senior adults and Sharyn 
focusing on comprehensive caregiving processes and protocols at FBCD, as well as care for our community through such 
ministries as divorce care, grief support, addiction support, etc. Sharyn and Bob will collaborate to ensure that all of our 
caregiving ministries at FBCD, internal and external, are cohesive and in harmony with our mission.

Some shifts in responsibility related to Sunday Bible study groups
Bob Williamson will serve as primary staff resource (including ordering literature and enlistment of teachers/substitute 
teachers) for these classes:

Welcome All, Philathea/Adelphia, Joy/Dunstan, Verdery, LLL, Keystone, 
Gleaners/Pairs & Spares, Fellowship, Alert,
Life Bible Study

 Sharyn Dowd will serve as primary staff resource for these classes:
Coffee Talk/First Glance, Second Cup, Seeking the Kingdom, Gospeled 
Lives, Beyond Sunday, Journey, Pilgrims

Additional Transitions
Bob Williamson will become the staff resource person for Women on Mission (formerly facilitated by Sharyn). Pastor Julie 
will take on the facilitation of our mentoring ministry with seminarians (formerly facilitated by Sharyn). 

Sabbatical for Julie Pennington-Russell
Beginning on May 19 and continuing until August 12, Julie will be on sabbatical—her first 
in 30 years of ministry (see Julie’s column in this issue). Personnel Committee has affirmed 
this time away for refreshment and renewal and is working collaboratively with Julie to 
ensure there is a smooth transition of responsibilities during this period.

Plans on the Horizon for Small Groups &
College Leadership
Though in their early stages, Pastor Julie has expressed to the 
Personnel Committee and Deacons hopes that FBCD will be 
able to bring onboard a staff person to help us lay the 
groundwork for expanded intentional community at First Baptist, 
and to help us connect with some of the thousands of college 
students within arms’ reach of our church. The personnel committee 
will communicate with the congregation regarding any progress in 
this direction in coming months.

These are exciting days at First Baptist Decatur as we live out our mission in this neighborhood and beyond. I am so glad we are on 
this journey together as we look forward to 2014.  

In Christ,

Debra

Personnel Committee Update
(continued from page 8)

Julie’s Sabbatical begins in May.
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Welcome New Members!

Scott and Ruth Lee
Joined by letter
Dora Lee
Joined by profession of faith, requesting baptism
Abby Kate, pictured left

Jeremy and Beth Lewis
Joined by letter.
Children: Isaiah and Naomi

MLK Day of Service on January 18, 19, 20
Across the country, individuals and groups 
choose to spend the long weekend of the 
celebration of Dr. King’s birthday by serving 
others. In Decatur, the service opportunities 
are coordinated by the city’s office of 
volunteers and are focused on making 
repairs for elderly homeowners who cannot 
afford to improve their property. Each year, 
FBCD is involved in two ways: We recruit 
volunteers to work on the rehabilitation 
projects and we help provide breakfast for 
the Monday morning volunteers. 

Mai Cavalli coordinates our volunteer 
effort each year. This year we had an 
amazing team of folks, most of whom 
worked on Saturday, but some of whom 
worked on Monday as well. Those worked 
on the home of an elderly lady on Olympic 
Place were Mike Haun, Jim Harrison, Cecil 
Cannon, Todd Smith, Ron Withers, Randall 
Hampton, Steven Anchors, Ande Durojaiye, 
Melanie White, Jan Jordan, Mike Norman, 
Milton Brown, Mai Cavall. Those who 
provided breakfast food were Phil Wise, 

Mary Beth Lively, Andrea Robinson, Gail 
Duke, Judi Borgo, Helen Wallace, Carol Parr, 
Ron Stephenson, Jane Walton, Debra Pyron, 
Katie Kennedy, Billie Jo Correll, Mai Cavalli.
This kind of service is an ideal way to serve 
our community and to invite others to serve 
with us. One of our volunteers is a person 
who had visited worship only twice, but was 
eager to get involved in serving others. We 

Report from MLK Service Project

were invited to contribute a short piece to 
the blog of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship telling why we promote the 
opportunity for service on Dr. King’s 
birthday weekend. You can see that at 
http://cbfblog.com/2014/01/21/mlk-day-
of-service-at-first-baptist-church-decatur-
ga/. 

http://cbfblog.com/2014/01/21/mlk-day-of-service-at-first-baptist-church-decatur-ga/
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http://cbfblog.com/2014/01/21/mlk-day-of-service-at-first-baptist-church-decatur-ga/
http://cbfblog.com/2014/01/21/mlk-day-of-service-at-first-baptist-church-decatur-ga/
http://cbfblog.com/2014/01/21/mlk-day-of-service-at-first-baptist-church-decatur-ga/
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Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
Fax—404-370-7692
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Sharyn Dowd (770) 329-7929
Julie P-R (678) 602-7209
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
Jan 31-Feb 2—Gail Duke 
Feb 7-9—Tex Grubbs 
Feb 14-16—Wilson Holland
Feb 21-23—Amanda Faulkner
Feb 28-March 2—Rita Bowers

Blue Plate
Feb 5—Country Fried Steak
Feb 12—Poppy Seed Chicken
Feb 19—Grilled Pork Chops
Feb 26—Pot Roast

Meal Prices
Adults—$6.50    Students—$5.50
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Wednesday Dinner
Every Wednesday—5:30–6:30 p.m.
The first time a visitor attends the Wednesday 
night supper the meal is free. Encourage folks to 
get involved in New Community offerings and 
the fellowship around the tables.

Office Schedule
Regular office hours:
9 till 5, Monday–Thursday 
9 till 12, Friday

Gail
Duke

Tex
Grubbs

Wilson
Holland

Amanda 
Faulkner

Rita
Bowers

2014 By the Numbers
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through February 2, 2014

Offerings last week…..$29,612
(average needed per week…..$26,058)

Offerings received YTD…..$105,118
Offerings YTD (behind) budget…..($23,728)

YTD through November 30, 2013

Offerings + other income received…..$1,222,446
Church expenses…..$1,334,628
Surplus/(Deficit) *…..($112,182)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

Through February 2, 2014
Special Missions…..$1,626
Benevolence Offerings…..$700

Giving Online

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Bevelyn Hosch and her daughters Holly 
Willoughby and Helyn Kesler on the death 
of Tom Willoughby, Holly’s husband, who 
passed away of January 26.
To Nancy Ward on the passing of her sister-
in-law, Sandy Ward on January 20 in 
Birmingham, Alabama.
To Ron and Beth Withers on the death of 
Matthew McIntyre on January 13.
To the family, Welcome All Class, Troop 134 
and friends on the passing of Col. Ross 
Goddard on January 14 in Colorado.
To Beth Thompson and family on the 
passing of her sister, Laurie Gatz on 
January 7.
To Judi Belcher on the death of her aunt, 
Ruth Fischer on January 7.

Ask. Seek. Knock.
You are invited to pray with Pastor Julie. 
Sign up by emailing Darci at 
drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com.

Quarterly Publishing Schedule 
for the Outlook:
February publish date is February 6.
March publish date is February 27.
(Articles due Monday, February 17.)
April publish date is March 27.
(Articles due Monday, March 17.)
Articles submitted after each issue's 
deadline will be published in the following 
issue, put on a MailChimp email or posted 
on the website.

Prayer Quilt 
Tie a knot. Say a prayer.
On Scout Sunday, a scout ties a knot on the 
prayer quilt and says a prayer for strength 
and assurance of God’s presence for  
Christine Earley. A prayer quilt was also tied 
with knots and prayers for complete 
recovery, strength and courage  were offered 
for Jeryl Gatlin Adams, daughter of Joe and 
Dorothea Gatlin.
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