
F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  O F  D E C AT U R V O L .  X X X V I I I  •  I S S U E  N O .  2  *  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 3

Gushees Speak

 Page 8

Labyrinth

Page 3

Praying Dangerously

Page 5 

Generosity

Page 6 

YAH Lunch & Learn

Page 7

March Concert

Page 13

THE OUTLOOK
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 3

Ash 
Wnday 
Wship
February 13  • 6:30 p.m.  • Sanctuary



F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  O F  D E C A T U R

2 Among Friends

A M O N G  F R I E N D S

I was twenty-four and living in Mill Valley, California, when I first 
encountered Ash Wednesday. The Christian Liturgical Calendar 
had not figured much in my Southern Baptist experience to that 
point. But one chilly February morning in 1983 a few seminary 
friends and I squeezed into my VW Rabbit and drove to a tiny 
Presbyterian church in the neighboring town of Sausalito, just 
north of the Golden Gate Bridge.
     The service began at a ridiculously early hour, six or six-thirty as 

I recall, so that commuters could attend before heading to work in San Francisco. I 
stumbled through the door, cold and only half-awake, 
looking for the coffee and donuts (come on, I’m a Baptist). 
Much to my irritation there wasn’t a single coffee urn to be 
found. No donuts, either. Only a faint light coming from the 
closet-size sanctuary where about 30 people were already 
gathered, some with heads bowed, some on their knees. My 
friends and I slid into a pew. The service began. 
     A woman stood and read from the prophet Joel:

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
rend your hearts and not your clothing.”

     We sang Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God. We prayed. 
We read from the Sermon on the Mount and from the 
Psalms. Then the kind pastor took his place at the altar, a small bowl in his hands. 
With tenderness he said,

“Brothers and sisters in Christ, I invite you in the name of the Lord to observe in the 
coming forty days a holy Lent by self-examination, penitence, prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving, and by reading and meditating on the Word of God. To make a right 
beginning, and as a mark of our mortality, let us now bow before our Creator and 
Redeemer.”

     All around the room people began shuffling toward the altar to receive the 
“imposition of ashes.” Some remained seated in prayer. Some wrote confessions on 

small cards. Some wept. 
! When it came my turn at the altar I stood nervously 
before the pastor. My prevailing concern at the moment 
had nothing to do with sin—mine or anyone else’s. “What 
do I do with my bangs?”   
     As if reading my mind, the pastor brushed my hair aside 
and with his thumb made the sign of the cross on my 
forehead. “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return. Repent and believe the gospel.” Then we were turned loose into the cold 
morning with sooty foreheads as a reminder of our frailty and need. 
     I felt conspicuous the rest of the day with that black smudge above my eyes. On 
the other hand, as I ran errands in San Francisco later that day, it lifted me to see 
fellow “smudgees” on the sidewalks and in the shops. 
     Soon you and I will begin making our way again toward Easter. Maybe your 
Lenten path will include coffee and donuts; maybe not. Just do your best to include 
some genuine way of “rending your heart.” We arrive at Easter only by way of 
ashes.
! ! Blessing,

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor 

“We arrive at 
Easter only by 
way of ashes.”

THE SEASON OF LENT
The Season of Lent is an ancient 
tradition of the Church. 
Beginning with Ash Wednesday, 
followers of Jesus are invited to 
intentional practices of reflection, 
repentance, and renewal. Many 
Christians focus on what they 
might “give up” in order to focus 
on divine priorities. Others “take 
on” a spiritual discipline to 
encourage a deeper relationship 
with God.

 

Ash 
Wnday 
Wship
February 13
6:30 p.m.
In the Sanctuary

Take note of these dates
THE LENTEN 
CALENDAR
Ash Wednesday ! February 13
First Sunday in Lent ! February 17
Second Sunday in Lent ! February 24

Third Sunday in Lent ! March 3
Fourth Sunday in Lent! March 10

Fifth Sunday in Lent ! March 17
One Worship 
(Publix Marathon Day)! March 17
Pot Luck Lunch
Palm Sunday! March 24
Maundy Thursday! March 28
Lord’s Supper
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Walk the Labyrinth During Holy Week
A path to one’s spiritual center and back again into the world  

From time to time we have been blessed by the loan of Piedmont 
Hospital’s 
labyrinth. 
Again this 
year during 

the week between Palm 
Sunday and Easter (March 
25-30) the labyrinth will be 
in Fellowship Hall for 
community and church 
members to use for 
meditation on the meaning 
of the passion and 
resurrection of Jesus. The 
labyrinth is not a maze through which one has to find one’s way around obstacles 
and dead ends. Rather, it is a path to one’s spiritual center and back again into the 
world. Christians have been meditating by walking the labyrinth for centuries. 

ONE
WORSHIP

The annual Marathon Race 
will take place on March 17, 
which impacts the traffic 
flow around the church. As 
is our custom, we will have 
one service on that Sunday.
FreshStart and Sanctuary 
worship will be combined.

A COVERED DISH DINNER 
will follow the service. 
Families are asked to bring 
2 generous dishes to share, 
and individuals are asked to 
bring 1 generous dish.

March 17
11:15 a.m.

In the Sanctuary
Followed by a 

COVERED DISH DINNER

5th Sunday 
of Lent

Easter Egg Hunt
& Spring Fling March 23   

11a.m.

Volunteers Needed
Plans are underway and volunteers are 
needed. 
• Bring plastic Easter eggs
• Bring hard candies to fill the eggs
• Be an Easter Egg Hunt volunteer the day 

of the hunt
Contact Annie Mullins at 
mullinsaa@gmail.com

Decatur Business 
Association
& FBC Decatur annual

mailto:mullinsaa@gmail.com
mailto:mullinsaa@gmail.com
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•

•

Pray Dangerously2013: the Year of Praying Dangerously
Members join Pastor Julie in praying dangerously in 2013  

Just a few of the ‘dangerous” prayers (i.e. prayers that scare us a little to 
pray) FBC folk are praying these days:

“The first dangerous prayer I prayed in 2013 was to restore my 

body and remedy complications I have faced in 2012 so that my 

husband and I can realize our desire of having our own children 

without medical intervention.”  Andrea Robinson

"I want God to remove the 21st century 

American lens through which I view my 

community—and  to instead see 

my neighbors (near and far) as He sees 

them, and love them as He loves them."  

Jess Davis

“I am praying for clarity and courage 

as I try to discern what God is calling 

me to BE and DO at this unique place 

and time along my journey.”  

Terry Hamrick

Sign up to pray dangerously with Pastor Julie in 2013  
The opportunity to receive regular emails and be a part of the group of folks praying 
dangerously is still available. No meetings. To sign up, email drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com.

“Dangerous prayers are the kind that, 
when answered, 

make you sorry you ever asked.” 

     ~ Barbara Lardinais

mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com?subject=Praying%20Dangerously%20sign%20up
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com?subject=Praying%20Dangerously%20sign%20up
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Congregational Life
Becoming more generous people 
for God’s kingdom
During the Lenten season, which begins 
February 13th and runs through Easter, we 
will each have the opportunity to take an 
additional step towards becoming more 
generous people for God’s Kingdom.  The 
stewardship committee will be distributing 
“Generosity Boxes”—small boxes in which 
we can put small (or not so small!) amounts 
of money in addition to what we already 
give through the Ministry Action Plan 
(budget).   If you do not currently give, this 
is a great way to start. If you have been a 
faithful giver all of your life, this can be a 
way of sacrificially honoring God and God’s 
work in the world. 

Options for using your 
Generosity Box 
• Putting your pocket change at the end of 

the day in the box

• Giving up something of monetary value 
that you regularly enjoy such as coffee at 
Starbucks, a restaurant or fast food meal 
(eat at home or take your lunch).  Put the 
savings in the box.

• Adding a quarter or a dollar for every 
blessing God gives you during Lent. 

• Committing to eat the “poor person’s diet” 
—spend $4.00 on food per day per person 
for a day, week or the entire Lenten period. 
Put the money you save in the box.

• Your own ideas: cancel cable service for 
Lent, use the library instead of buying 
books, whatever. Put the savings in your 
box.

The congregations will bring
the offering of Generosity
Boxes on Palm Sunday
The Generosity Boxes will be collected on 
Palm Sunday.  Let’s find out what this 
church can really do if we are willing to 
“seek first the Kingdom of God.” Let’s find 
out what sacrificial giving looks like on the 
corner of Clairemont and Commerce. 

Generosity Changes Everything

Generosity Boxes filled during the 
Lenten season will be offered to the 
Lord on Palm Sunday in worship.

Winter Wednesdays
Family Dinner ! 5:30 p.m.
God’s Stories &!! 6:10–6:25 p.m. 
Prayer Time
Opportunities! ! 6:30–7:30 p.m.
for All Ages
_________________________
WINTER SESSION 1
January 16–February 6
Faith and Justice: in S304
Convened by Mickey Goodson
Bible Study: THE STORY in S206
Preview of the following Sunday’s 
reading in the NT portion of 
THE STORY—led by Sharyn Dowd
Interested in a small group? Contact 
Sharyn Dowd
_________________________
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
February 13
_________________________
WINTER SESSION 2
Begins February 20
Faith and Justice: in S304
Convened by Mickey Goodson
Bible Study: THE STORY in S206
Preview of the following Sunday’s 
reading in the NT portion of 
THE STORY—led by Sharyn Dowd
Storyteller’s Workshop in E210
Led by Janice Butt
Marriage Seminar in the Parlor
Led by the Gushees
Al-Anon in S205
7:30–9:00 p.m.
ANAD in S218
7:00–8:00 p.m.
Crime Victims Support Group in S210
6:30–7:30 p.m.
_________________________
MUSIC FOR ADULTS
Each Wednesday
Regular Schedule for Sanctuary Choir, 
Handbell Ensemble and Ave’ (Adult 
Vocal 
For more information, please contact 
Peggy Ray at pray@fbcdecatur.com.

Income Exceeds
Spending in 2012
Generosity Changes Everything
The financial managers of FBC Decatur, 
Beth Thompson and Nancy Norman, have 
worked hard to complete the financial 
numbers for 2012 and the news is very 
good. You gave $1,327,214 toward the 
2012 Ministry Action Plan. When the 
rental income was added to that and all 
our bills and missions obligations were 
paid, $12,950 was available to carry over 
to 2013. In other words, we spent less 
than we received by $12,950. 
! In addition, you gave $4,026 in 
designated funds to DEAM, $249 to DCM, 
$5,350 to Edgewood Church, $4,400 to 
Christmas Decatur, $17,500 to build the 
Habitat House, and $32,277 to the Special 
Missions Offering. 
! Besides Missions giving, you installed 
chimes in the steeple, and completely 
funded the 150th anniversary celebration 
without using any of the money that was 
budgeted for that purpose. Just imagine 
what God dreams to do through First 
Baptist Church in 2013!

generosity
CHANGES EVERYTHING

mailto:pray@fbcdecatur.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Wednesday%20night%20music%20opportunities
mailto:pray@fbcdecatur.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Wednesday%20night%20music%20opportunities
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Julie’s administrative assistant, Bekah, is 
taking a new position with a non-profit 
in the San Francisco area. Bekah’s last 
day on the job here will be February 5.
Express your appreciation to Bekah for 
her good work here at FBC Decatur and 
pray for her successful move and 
transition. Bekah is also a member of the 
congregation and attends Seeking the 
Kingdom Bible Study Class.

FBC Decatur Seeks
Administrative Assistant 
to Pastor
FBC Decatur is seeking an adminis-
trative assistant to the senior pastor and 
are receiving resumes through February 
8. Primary responsibilities include 
providing timely, efficient, and accurate 
administrative services to the senior 
pastor. The person in this postion also 
performs responsibilities as an integral 
member of a support team that 
administers all aspects of the church’s 
front office. This is a part-time position 
of 25 hours a week and reports to Pastor 
Julie. 
Please email resumes to: Administrative 
Assistant Search, c/o Darci Rodenhi 
at drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com.

Bekah Smith is
Moving to CA
Thanks to Bekah for 
her service at FBCD!

Congregational Life (continued)

Blake 
Tommey 
Preaching 
February 3
Blake to preach in
FreshStart and Sanctuary Worship  
FBC Interim Youth Minister Blake Tommey 
brings the message in worship on February 3 
while the P-R family is in Texas. Blake joined 
the FBC staff in October and is in his second 
year at McAfee School of Theology. A native 
of Dallas, TX, he received his B.A. from 
Samford University in Birmingham 
(Journalism/Mass Communications/
History). Blake is a gifted writer, teacher and 
musician, and he especially loves helping 
teenagers to listen for and respond to God's 
call on their lives.  

Women on 
Mission 
Meeting
Women on Mission to 
Hear Carolyn Bishop
Carolyn Bishop, President of  the 
Consortium for Global Education, will 
present her ministry at the February meeting 
of the Women on Mission, February 12 at 
11:00 a.m. in S304. The leaders will meet at 
10:00 a.m. and the groups will meet at 10:30 a.m.

Are You 
Good 
to Go?
Considering end-of-life choices
Thursday, February 28 at Noon
In Carreker Hall 
Our first 2013 YAH Lunch & Learn event 
will consider end-of-life options.

! The topic is: 
Are You Good to Go? 
The free presentation 
briefly describes the state 
of end-of-life healthcare 
today, then provides 
practical and critical 
information that will help 
ensure an individual’s 

end-of-life choices—whatever those choices 
may be—will be followed.
! The presenter does not advocate any 
specific choice; we simply present the 
options every Georgian can accept or 
decline.
! Each attendee will be provided with a 
copy of Georgia’s current Advance Directive, 
the key legal document for stating individual 
end-of-life choices. A lively and helpful 
Q&A session concludes the program.
! The program is by the GA Chapter of 
Compassion and Choices. For information 
on this organization, go to 
CompassionAndChoicesGA.org. 
! The cost of the lunch is $5. Contact the 
front office for reservations.

Compassion & Choices
of Georgia

Gearing up for 
The Yard Sale
Start your spring 
cleaning and call 
for a yard sale 
pick up.
Call for pick up at
(404) 373-1653

June 7, 8 and 9
Mark the dates and sign up 

to VOLUNTEER… there is a job 
for everyone!

Support Youth and Missions

Yard Sale pricing is underway. What do you 
have that the youth can price for The Yard Sale?

mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com
http://www.CompassionAndChoicesGA.org
http://www.CompassionAndChoicesGA.org
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Chin children

Verdery
Counseling Center
Offering support in many ways
At some point in our lives, we all could 
benefit from professional support to navigate 
life struggles. Counseling can provide much 
needed encouragement and help with skills 
to get through these periods. The Verdery 
Counseling Center staff includes two 
licensed psychologists, Courtney Chambless 
and Abby Myers, who are available to 
provide support and encouragement during 
trying times. In addition to individual 
counseling, the staff also provides couples 
counseling, group therapy, and 
psychological assessment (e.g., testing for 
learning disabilities, Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder, and related 
problems). 
For more information, call Courtney 
Chambless at (404) 542-7792 or Abby Myers 
at (404) 861-2745.

A Word 
from 
Parker Artz
Interim FreshStart
Worship Leader
Warm, open, and 
generous: these are the 
first words that come 
to mind as I reflect 

back on my first few months here at FBC and 
the people that I have encountered here. 
Transitioning into the role of Interim 
FreshStart Worship Leader has been smooth, 
and well....a lot of fun! 
! I just wanted to say thank you for your 
warm welcome and your continued support. 
You all have been so good to me. I have 
enjoyed meeting people here in the FBC 
community and look forward to getting to 
develop deeper relationships here. If you 
haven't done so yet, please come introduce 
yourself some time. Also, I have come to find
that FBC Decatur has an abundance of 
musical talent. That being said, if you or 
someone you know sings or plays an 
instrument and would like to be involved in 
Fresh Start worship, connect with me at 
parkerartzfbcd@gmail.com.
! Thanks again for your kindness, and 
may God give you each a new song to sing 
with your life this coming year.

Decatur Civic Chorus 
Moves to FBC Decatur 
Letter of thanks
It is with a great deal of pride and 
appreciation that the Decatur Civic 
Chorus has moved to First Baptist 
Church of Decatur for our rehearsals 
and  office space since we have had to 
move out of the Beacon Hills Art Center.
The Church has also been very gracious 
to allow us to present our two annual 
local concerts free of charge in our 
sanctuary. The Chorus members and 
I are grateful.
! Sincerely,
! Mary Anne Sharp
! Director
! Decatur Civic Chorus

DELIVER A MEAL 
TO A  HOMEBOUND 
MEMBER
Volunteers take meals on Wednesdays
On Wednesday evenings we take meals 
from the church to a number of our 
homebound members. We get a “to go” 
container from the kitchen and go 
through the serving line. Then we take 
the meals to the homebound member 
that has indicated they would like to get 
a meal.  The church office contacts the 
homebound members in advance to see 
if they are interested in a meal for 
Wednesday and we match those names 
with someone willing to deliver the 
meal. If you could help once in a while, 
maybe once a quarter, that would help 
tremendously. Please contact Darci in 
the church office.

Abby Myers, Eleanor Verdery and Courtney 
Chambless at the Verdery Center Open House.

Community School—2nd Annual Soiree & 
AuctionFriday, February 8

7-10:30 pm
Old Decatur Courthouse
Food, beverages, live music from local venues
AUCTION—gift baskets to vacation home stays
In order to promote shared support and community outreach there is 
half-price admission for FBC Decatur folks. 
Special half-price tickets: $20 (individuals) and $37.50 (couples) 
Want to attend? 
Please contact Stephanie Solomon at 404.308.8548 or 
Stephanie@thecommunityschool.net. 

The Community School: Established in 2005, this nationally acclaimed school for teenagers and young adults living 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) meets on the third floor of the FBCD Education Building. It the only program 
in the Atlanta area—and one of only a few nationally—focused on the needs of teenagers and young adults with ASD.

Congregational Life (continued)

mailto:parkerartzfbcd@gmail.com
mailto:parkerartzfbcd@gmail.com
mailto:Stephanie@thecommunityschool.net
mailto:Stephanie@thecommunityschool.net
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Congregational Life (continued)

! Since early 2010, in partnership with 
Georgia Center for the Book, we have 
hosted twenty Conversations events 
including authors N.T. Wright, Barbara 
Brown Taylor, and Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish. 
Most recently, in December we were 
honored with an evening of storytelling by 
Carmen Deedy and music by John 
McCutcheon. We are already planning 
presentations for 2013:

Jeanie and David Gushee
February 28
Yours Is the Day, Lord, Yours Is the Night 
gives a framework for prayerful devotions 
with a morning and evening prayer for each 
day of the year. The prayers have been 
selected to reflect the seasons and the 
liturgical calendar.

Ayana Mathis
March 21
We welcome a distinctive and acclaimed 
new voice in fiction: Ayana Mathis. Her new 
novel, The Twelve Tribes of Hattie, is the 
latest Oprah Book Club 2.0 selection. 
Beginning in the 1920s in Georgia, it tells the 
story of the Great Migration of African 
Americans through the trials and triumphs 
of one very remarkable, unforgettable 
family.

Khaled Hosseini
June 13
Khaled Hosseini will discuss his new novel, 
And the Mountains Echoed, about how we 
love, how we take care of one another, and 
how the choices we make resonate through 
generations. Hosseini , the #1 New York 
Times-bestselling author of The Kite Runner 
and A Thousand Splendid Suns, is a 
Goodwill Envoy to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, the UN 
Refugee Agency, and the founder of The 
Khaled Hosseini Foundation, a nonprofit 
which provides humanitarian assistance to 
the people of Afghanistan.

Temple Grandin
June 19
When Temple Grandin was born, her 
parents knew that she was different. Years 
later she was diagnosed with autism. While 
Temple’s doctor recommended a hospital, 
her mother believed in her. Temple went to 
school instead. Today, Dr. Temple Grandin is 
a scientist and professor of animal science at 
Colorado State University. As an advocate 
for autism, Temple uses her experience as an 
example of the unique contributions that 
autistic people can make.

Conversations Team 
Presents the Gushees 
Sponsored by the Conversations Ministry 
and GA Center for the Book
Thursday, 
February 28, 
7:00 p.m.
In the Sanctuary 

Jeanie and David 
Gushee will 
discuss and sign 
their new prayer 
book, Yours Is 
the Day, Lord, 
Yours Is the Night. The program will be in 
the sanctuary. This new prayer book gives a 
framework for prayerful devotions with a 
morning and evening prayer for each day of 
the year. The prayers have been selected to 

reflect the seasons and the 
liturgical calendar. They are 
intended not to replace 
your personal, spontaneous 
prayers but to serve as a 
springboard for them.  
Editors Jeanie and David 
Gushee have collected 
inspiring contributions 
from Protestant, Catholic, 
and Eastern Orthodox 

sources; from all continents; from the Old 
Testament; and from each century of 
Christian history. Yours Is the Day, Lord, 
Yours Is the Night will enhance your 
commitment to God and personal connection 
to the Christian tradition and the Church 
universal.

Conversations 
Ministry
Engaging in dialogue with our 
community… faith, purpose, ethics and 
values
Conversations is a missions ministry, but 
perhaps not in the traditional way one thinks 
of missions. Our goal is to engage our 
community by fostering public dialogue 
about faith, purpose, ethics and values. A 
number of folks have become a part of the 
FBC Decatur family after initial impressions 
with a Conversations event. We regularly 
receive appreciation from the community for 
the openness of our church in hosting these 
opportunities. 

Marriage Matters 
Seminar
Led by David and Jeannie Gushee
February 20 
through 
March 20
6:30–7:30 p.m.  
David and Jeanie Gushee will lead a 
five-week seminar on Christian 
marriage in the church parlor. The 
seminar will begin February 20 and end 
March 20. These sessions are 
appropriate for engaged couples or 
married couples of any age. Think of it 

as a “tune-up.” 
If you feel good 
about your 
marriage, you’ll 
learn ways to 

make it 
even 
better. If 
things are 
running a  
bit rough, 
these 
sessions 
will help. 

Please sign up in advance with 
jggushee@gmail.com or 
sdowd@fbcdecatur.com.

Storytelling Workshops 
Weekly workshop for five
Wednesday nights 
Beginning February 20, 6:30 p.m.
through Wednesday, March 20
The old gospel song says, “I love to tell 

the story.” If you had a 
parent or teacher who 
was a riveting 
storyteller, you know 
what a gift a good 
story is to an 
individual or a group. 
During the five 
Wednesday nights of 
Lent, beginning 
February 20, Storyteller 
Janice Butt will be 
teaching a series of 
workshops for those 
who want to learn how 
to tell Bible stories (or 
any story) effectively.

Janice Butt, 
accomplished
local 
storyteller and 
teacher 
will lead a  
storytelling 
workshop for 
five sessions.

mailto:jggushee@gmail.com
mailto:jggushee@gmail.com
mailto:sdowd@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:sdowd@fbcdecatur.com
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Missions 2013
“I was hungry and you gave me food.”   Matthew 25:35

First Baptist is involved in several efforts that assist people who are in danger of going hungry:
1! Three times a year we collect imperishable food items and financial donations for the Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry 
! food pantry. Ann Murphy leads this effort. The Children’s Ministry has participated in collecting food for and learning about 
! DEAM. 
2! For one week a year we provide the evening meal for Hagar’s House, a shelter for women and children operated by Decatur 
! Cooperative Ministry. Carla Stanford organizes the meals. DCM also provides groceries for its Project Take Charge clients.

3!On the second and fourth Tuesdays of every month, we host the DCM Food Co-op. This supplies supplemental food for senior 
! adults on fixed incomes, as well as fellowship for folks who seldom get out. Don Hammonds helps Cliff Richards of DCM with 
! this ministry.
4! Every Monday through Thursday from 11 a.m.–2 p.m. and every Friday from 11 a.m.–noon we provide a sack lunch for 
! everyone who comes to the office to ask for one. The food is supplied by adult Bible study groups and supplemented from the 
! Benevolence Offering. The bags are filled by Ted White, a volunteer from the neighborhood behind the church. Each lunch 
! includes an encouraging verse of Scripture.

5! Every fourth Wednesday night and at various other times groups of volunteers prepare and serve a meal at the Journey men’s 
! shelter located at Druid Hills Presbyterian Church. Judy Powell organizes these meals. The FBCD Youth have volunteered at 
! Journey as have individual members who serve at times other than our regular fourth Wednesday.
6! Every second Thursday a group from the Pilgrims group prepares and serves 75-80 sack lunches to homeless people out of the 
! former Techwood Baptist Center building. Don Hammonds and Judy Powell lead this effort, which is financed by the 
! Benevolence Offering.

7! Every second Wednesday we deliver sandwiches to the Open Door Community for their soup kitchen lunch program. This 
! effort is led by Ann Smith from the Women’s Ministry and Pat Shelton from the Pilgrims group.
8! The Young at Heart ministry led by Bob Williamson takes Wednesday night dinners to church members who cannot attend.

9 The Faith and Justice discussion group participates in Bread for the World’s Offering of Letters to encourage support for 
! legislation that assists hungry people.
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Suzii Paynter 
Nominated to Head 
CBF
Nomination 
enthusiastically 
endorsed by 
Baptist leaders   
Suzii Paynter of 
Austin, Texas, has 
been named 
candidate for the 
position of 
Executive 
Coordinator of 
the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. She will be 
presented for possible confirmation at 
the CBF General Assembly in June, 
2013 in Greensboro, North Carolina. 
Paynter currently serves as the director 
of the Texas Baptist Christian Life 
Commission and director of the 
Advocacy Care Center of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas (BGCT). 
Paynter directs all public policy 
initiatives for state and federal issues 
and builds relationships with other 
religious bodies. In addition, she 
oversees church outreach, the Texas 
Baptist Hunger Offering, community 
care ministries of restorative justice, 
anti-human trafficking, hunger and 
poverty, healthcare ministries, the Texas 
Baptist chaplaincy program and Texas 
Baptist counseling services. Her 

nomination has been enthusiastically 
endorsed by Baptist leaders throughout 
the country. She is married to Roger 
Paynter, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Austin, Texas. They have two 
children: Grayson and Mary Kathryn. 
To see brief video about Suzii Paynter, 
go to http://www.thefellowship.info/
paynter

Chowan* Students 
Hosted
Dear FBC Congregation,
Your gift of "space" and 
meals during New Year's 
week ministered to our students as it made 
affordable our participation in Passion 2013 
in Atlanta. Thank you! We appreciate your 
kind hospitality and are eager to repay it 
should you ever find yourselves in the far 
East of North Carolina! May the peace and 
grace of Christ fill your ministry.
! Mari Wiles and Chowan Students 
*Chowan University is a small liberal arts 
university in Murfreesboro, NC. The school is 
the second oldest Baptist school in North 
Carolina and is affiliated with the Baptist State 
Convention of NC.

FBCD Supports 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Service Project
Thanks to the twelve folks from First 
Baptist who helped out on January 19 in 
honor of Dr. King’s birthday: Sheila Abner, 
Mai Cavalli , Melanie White, 
Terry Hamrick, Judy  Hamrick, Todd Smith, 
Randall Hampton, Linda Judson, Jim 
Hamilton, Janis Lively, Mary Beth Lively 
and Mike Norman. Maggie Kennedy 
delivered cookies to neighbors that she 
wanted to get to know as her Martin Luther 
King, Jr. service project on Monday, January 
21. Maggie is a student at Oakhurst 
Elementary.

Missions (continued)

Global Village Invites 
You to Authors’ Tea
Global Village Project 
students share writing 
skills
Mark these dates 
on your calendar
February 1
April 5
May 3
At the chapel of Decatur Presbyterian 
Church
205 Sycamore Street, Decatur

Singing and Presentation at 2 p.m.

Join GBP Teachers and Students 
for Tea at 2:30 p.m. 

Bring a friend 
and support the 
students in an 
enjoyable time 
of sharing and 
fellowship.
The Women’s 
Ministry of FBC 
Decatur will be 
providing 
refreshments for 
the Friday tea on 
February 1.

http://www.thefellowship.info/paynter
http://www.thefellowship.info/paynter
http://www.thefellowship.info/paynter
http://www.thefellowship.info/paynter
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Hugs and Smiles 
Needed!
An opportunity to be a  
Please take a few minutes to visit our 
Sunday childcare sign up online at 
www.signupgenius.com (enter 
dparnell@fbcdecatur.com to find the signup). 
This is your opportunity to select the Sunday 
and time slot that best works for YOUR 
schedule. We cannot do this without YOU! 
All parents of preschoolers and anyone else 
are invited to participate! As you can see 
below, we still have immediate needs!

SUNDAY PARENT VOLUNTEERS
EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS—Feb 3
8:45 a.m. FreshStart/Dads of the Day 
(arrive 8:35 a.m.)
Anita and John Adair, Courtney and 
Meshack Mwangura
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service
(arrive at 11 a.m.)
1 Needed

EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS—FEB 10
8:45 a.m. FreshStart/Dads of the Day 
(arrive 8:35 a.m.)
Ramsey and Scott Martin, Tifanie and Mike 
Haun
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service
(arrive at 11 a.m.)
Christina Taylor

EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS—FEB 17
8:45 a.m. FreshStart/Dads of the Day 
(arrive 8:35 a.m.)
Kristen and Jess Davis, Ann Murphy 
(infants) 
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service
(arrive at 11 a.m.)
1 Needed

EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS—FEB 24
8:45 a.m. FreshStart/Dads of the Day 
(arrive 8:35 a.m.)
Lindsey Hicks, Katie Kennedy, Abby Myers
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service
(arrive at 11 a.m.)
Christina Taylor

Appreciation and Thanks 
Beginning in February, members of the Children’s Ministry 
Leadership Team (CMLT) along with Candy Feenan, our Sunday 
morning preschool hall coordinator, will be “on call” and “in 
charge” as I transition out of the role as Interim Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator. This team consists of wonderful, committed, capable, 
loving, and creative individuals who give excellent leadership to our children’s 
ministry. Several members’ term of service recently ended. I would like to thank 
Jen Castleberry, Ellen Hamrick, Harriet Holland, Katie Kennedy and Beth Smith 
for faithfully sharing their gifts! 
I am now looking forward to serving as chair and team member among these 
folks: 
Lee Ann Anand
Tifanie Haun
Heather Lamb
Ramsey Martin
Annie Mullins
Twyler Palmer
Andrea Robinson
Tracy Williams
Please look for these friendly faces around the church and offer your support and 
gratitude!
In closing, I would like to thank all of you for giving me the opportunity to serve 
our church in an interim capacity. It has been such a gift and blessing to know 
and love your children and to be a part of your lives in this unique way. I am 
excited about the days ahead and will continue to pray and work toward the best 
for our church!
! ! ! Devita

FBC Decatur KIDS • YOUTH Group
Youth grades six through twelve.Children through fifth grade.

Pastor’s Prayer Pals
Kids are invited by Pastor Julie 
Pastor Julie is inviting children to 
participate in our Year of Praying 
Dangerously. Each month she will send out 
a special communication to children who 
sign up to participate. If you or your child 
would like to join in praying for our church, 
community, and world, please sign up here.

DiscoverKids 
Continues in February
Kids on Mission This Winter
6:30–7:30 p.m. Wednesday nights 
Children will “travel” around the world in 
our weekly stories, games, and activities to 
discover God at work! How does God want 
to use Y-O-U to love and serve others?

Plan Ahead for 
Summer
Schedule summer fun and learning 
Passportkids! for 3rd-5th graders 
(completed)—June 25-28
Vacation Bible School—July 8-12

http://www.signupgenius.com
http://www.signupgenius.com
mailto:dparnell@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:dparnell@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com?subject=Sign%20up%20to%20Pray%20Dangerously%20in%202013
mailto:drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com?subject=Sign%20up%20to%20Pray%20Dangerously%20in%202013
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FBC Decatur KIDS • YOUTH Group  (continued)

The Downstairs 
Cafe
A Production of FBC Decatur Youth 
Ministry  
Eric Peters in Concert
March 15, 2013 at 8 p.m.
First Baptist Church of Decatur
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Cost $5
The Downstairs Cafe, a production of the 
FBCD Youth Ministry, welcomes singer-
songwriter Eric Peters to the Carreker Hall 
stage this spring. Originally hailing from 
south Louisiana, Eric Peters is as genuine as 
he is down to earth. What you see is what 
you get. 
Eric is an artist at heart. Unafraid to laugh at 
himself, he also knows when it is time to be 
quiet.
A performing singer-songwriter since 1993, 
he has recorded nine albums, is a member of 
the Square Peg Alliance (Andrew Peterson, 
Jill Phillips, Andy Gullahorn, Andrew 
Osenga etc.), is currently writing his first 
book (slated for 2013 release), and most 
recently took up painting as a new creative 
outlet. Eric’s art works on 
multiple levels – his beautiful 
melodies and images are 
immediately accessible, but his 
intentions continue to emerge 
long after the first impressions 
fade away. The varying layers 
continually reveal new 
discoveries the deeper and 
harder one looks.

“I have, from the beginning, 
sought to bring something 
pretty into the world, to write 
words and paint scenes I 
myself would like to hear and 
see, to remind myself that, 
though so often obscured, the 
light is not, nor will it ever, be 
overcome by darkness.”
“I trust that my work is interpretative, not 
merely instructional. While instruction can 
be instantaneous and fleeting, interpretation 
allows for the factor of time: Time to heal, 
time to breathe, time to forgive, time for 

anger, time for failure, time for 
success, time to change, and 
time to become.”
Recurring themes of faith and 
hope-triggered plot lines are 
simply an echo of who Eric 
Peters is, his experiences, and 
his attempts to understand his 

own fallible world. “I am doomed without 
the strong and tender hand of mercy. I hope 
to share that of myself: the tangible and 
intangible, the noble and despicable, the 
manageable and mysterious.”
To learn more about Eric, visit 
www.ericpeters.net.

Eric Peters in Concert
March 15, 2013
8 p.m.
First Baptist Church of Decatur, GA

http://www.ericpeters.net
http://www.ericpeters.net
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FBC Decatur KIDS • YOUTH Group  (continued)

Youth Ministry 
Summer Dates
Plan ahead for summer 
Youth Camp 2013
June 24-28
Surfside Christian Retreat
Panama City Beach, FL
Passport Missions2
July 21-26
Washington, D.C.

PRAY ALLWAYS
Spring 
Retreat 
2013
Registration Deadline April 1  
At Center for New Beginnings
Dahlonega, GA
April 26–28
What is prayer? Why do we pray? Is it just 
something we do with our words 
out loud in church or in our 
heads before sleep? What if it 
was more than words? What if 
prayer is an entire way of life 
lived in attentiveness to God? 
What would that life look like 
and how do we live it?
Youth, grades 6 - 12, will travel to 
the mountains of North Georgia 
to discover and discern what 
prayer looks like in their lives. 
Words, silence, scripture, music, 
worship, play, experiencing 
nature and so many other actions 
encompass a life of prayer in 
which we listen for God in every 
corner of our lives.
All those who wish to attend 
must sign up with Blake 
Tommey by April 1. Space is 
limited so please don’t delay in 
reserving your spot. More details 
to come by email newsletter, the 
Reckoning, and through FBC 
Decatur publications.
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Welcome New Members!

Hannah Rollins
Profession of Faith and 
Request of Baptism

David and Lisa Tyler
Davis, Kate and  Max

Christina Vanzant
Profession of Faith

Not Pictured:
Kevin James
Joined by Baptism (look for 
photo in the March Outlook)
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Member Highlights
Check us out on Picasa Albums
To see photos of church life at FBC Decatur, 
check out the photo albums on Picasa Albums 
here.  
You may also google:
picasa albums decatur church
Picasa Web Albums–First Baptist Church of 
Decatur will be listed first in the search results. 
Just click through to view the albums. 

Share your photos
Have you taken photos at a church event? 
Class social, New Community session, 
mission endeavor, etc?
Would you like to share them with folks?
 Email between 5 and 10 
of the best photos to lgraham@fbcdecatur.com 
or drop them off on a CD or jump drive in Lois 
Graham’s staff box. Include your name, the 
activity and a date, please. Thanks!

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Virginia and Joe Mason on the passing of 
Virginia’s youngest son Matt Campbell on 
December 19, 2012.
To the family of Elia Verdi. Her service was on 
January 13 at A.S. Turners in the Chapel. Joe 
Mason conducted the service.
To Linda and Freddy Bailey in the death of 
Linda's sister, Janice Whitener, on January 24 in 
Buford. Remember also Janice's husband, 
Danny.
To the family of Ethel Herron, twin sister of 
Sara Wright, who passed away on January 19.

Pray for the World
Please follow the daily 
prayer guide for all the 
countries of the world at 
www.operationworld.org.

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Sharyn Dowd !(770) 329-7929
Julie P-R !(678) 602-7209
Bob Williamson !(770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
Feb 1–3—Ron Withers 
Feb 8–10—Judy Abrams 
Feb 15–17—Justin Williams
Feb 22–24—Rita Bowers
Mar 1–3—Courtney Mwangura

Blue Plate
February 6—Fried Pork Chops
February 13—Taco Bar
February 20—Grilled Chicken Stir Fry
February 27—Country Fried Steak
Kid’s Meal (for children 10 and under)
February 6—Pigs in a Blanket
February 13—Taco Bar
February 20—Chicken Strips
February 27—Sloppy Joes
Meal Prices
Adults $6    Students $5
Children (10 and under) $3
Family Maximum $20

Wednesday Dinner 
Every Wednesday—5:30–6:30 p.m.
The first time a visitor attends the Wednesday 
night supper the meal is free. Encourage folks to 
get involved in New Community offerings and 
the fellowship around the tables.

Office Schedule
Regular office hours:
9 till 5, Monday–Thursday 
9 till 12, Friday

 

Ron 
Withers

Judy
Abrams

Justin
Williams

Rita
Bowers

Courtney
Mwangura

2013 Financials	  
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through January 27, 2013
Offerings last week	$16,304
(average needed per week $26,346)
Offerings received YTD	$79,449
Offerings YTD (behind) budget	($24,782)
YTD through December 31, 2012
Offerings + other income received	$1,429,686
Church expenses	$(1,416,735)
Income received over expenses paid	$(12,951)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

Through January 27, 2013 
Special Missions	$1,890
Benevolence Offerings	$150

COMMITMENTS 

Commitment Cards Received                         201
(Commitment cards may be placed in the 
offering plate, mailed or taken to the front office.)

Sunday Morning Participation
January 27, 2013

BIBLE STUDY
	 Preschool & Children	59
	 Youth	22

	 Adults	247
	 	 Total	 328

WORSHIP
	 	 Fresh Start   8:45 a.m.	155
	    	 Sanctuary   11:15 a.m.	223
	 	 Total	 378

https://picasaweb.google.com/102239188412519096914
https://picasaweb.google.com/102239188412519096914
mailto:lgraham@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:lgraham@fbcdecatur.com
http://www.operationworld.org
http://www.operationworld.org
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook

