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2 Among Friends

A M O N G  F R I E N D S

One day Jesus’ disciples were very close to giving up on 
something. Want to guess what it was?  Of all things, they were 
having trouble with prayer. You and I might think that only non-
believing, non-religious people would have problems with prayer. 
But Jesus knew better.  We all have 
problems with prayer. 
     Sometimes, as I’m lobbing my 
petitions into God’s center field, I get the 

distinct feeling that the Almighty has wandered off to the 
concession stand for curly fries. Looking up at that 
seemingly vacant seat in the bleachers, I want to throw 
down my bat and kick the plate and walk away.
! I have a hunch that whenever a person gets to the point 
of giving up on prayer, it’s usually because he or she is just 
worn out and discouraged from asking for stuff that never 
seems to pan out. At some point, when all you keep getting 
from God is a big, blank screen, a question begins to form at 
the margins of your mind: “Are my prayers making any 
difference at all?” 

      Jesus’ disciples were in a similar place with their praying.  So Jesus told his 
friends a story (are you surprised?). 
     The story he gave them was about an absolutely horrible judge. A judge who 
hates people, hates God, doesn’t go to church and he doesn’t give a hoot about 
anybody else. Unfortunately for him, appearing in his courtroom is a poor widow 
who desperately needs some justice. She has no money, no husband, no clout in the 
community. She has absolutely nothing…
! …except, that is, for the ability to hassle. This woman has one spiritual gift—the 
gift of annoyance.  She badgers this judge relentlessly. “Give me justice! Give me 
justice!”  She harangues him until she wears him down.  
! I’m going to give her what she wants, he says, before she drives me crazy!

! But according to Luke, the point of this parable is not “pray always and be 
feisty.” Or “pray always and don’t take no for an answer.”  
The point of the parable, says Luke, is: Pray always and 
don’t lose heart!  
! See, as it turns out, the main character of this story 
isn’t the judge or even the plucky widow. The main 
character of this parable is God who is saying to us:  Listen, 
if a poor widow with no clout can badger justice out of a 

judge with no honor—how much more will YOU, God’s very own child, find a God 
who will listen, and will answer your prayer with love?

So pray your dangerous prayers, brothers and sisters! Pray and don’t lose heart.

! ! Every blessing,

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor 

“...whenever a 
person gets to a 

point of giving up 
on prayer, it’s 

usually because he 
or she is… 

discouraged from 
asking for stuff 

that never seems to 
pan out.”

“The point is: 
‘Pray always 

and don’t lose 
heart.‘”

•

•
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4 Personnel Committee Announcement

Letter to the Congregation

! Dear FBC Decatur Family:  God’s grace and faithfulness to our church were evident in 2012, a momentous anniversary year indeed.  As 
we enter our second year of operating within a Ministry Action Plan that caps personnel spending at 50%, the Personnel Committee would 
like to bring a staffing update to the congregation.
2013:  A Transitional Year
This is a year of transition for our church with regard to staffing, as we explore creative paths toward sustaining our mission in the future. 
For that reason we are filling several of the vacant ministerial positions on an interim, part-time basis in 2013. By 2014 we plan to have 
created a more permanent staffing pattern. 
Recent Hires

Last fall we were blessed to add two gifted young ministers to our staff:  Blake Tommey (interim youth minister) and Parker Artz 
(interim FreshStart worship leader). Both are off to a wonderful start!

Current and Future Staff Searches
Interim Part-Time Children’s Minister  Devita Parnell has done a marvelous job as our interim children’s ministry coordinator. As 
she prepares to conclude her service in this role (she has a full-time job with Cooperative Baptist Fellowship), we are seeking an 
interim part-time children’s minister and are currently receiving resumés through January 21. Interviews with top candidates will 
take place in February, with employment to begin in late February or March and extending to the end of the calendar year. Job 
description
Director of Operations & Administration  FBCD has been without a leader in this role for almost 9 months (Kurt Varney 
previously covered this area). As was referenced in the congregational meeting last October, plans are in the works to fill this 
position in the first half of 2013. As we wrap up the children’s minister search we will commence the search for the director of 
operations with the goal of making a hire by the end of March. This will be a full-time position and will not be interim.  Interview 
panel members for both of the above positions will represent a cross section of our congregation: current pastoral staff, personnel 
committee, deacon council and individuals centrally invested in the particular ministry area. 
Finance Office Manager  Nancy Norman, who has served faithfully as one of two part-time finance office managers, is retiring at 
the end of January. Recommendations and/or resumés are more than welcome. 
Worship and Music  Peggy Ray has graciously accepted the invitation to remain as interim Sanctuary worship coordinator until 
this summer, giving us time to assess overall needs for our worship and music ministry at FBC.

As we move forward, let’s all remember to “Pray Dangerously!”
! ! ! !

An Update from Your 
Personnel Committee

FBC Decatur Seeks Interim Part-Time Children’s Minister 
2013 is a year of transition for our church, personnel-wise, as we explore creative paths toward sustaining our 
mission in the future. Thus, we are filling vacant ministerial positions on an interim, part time basis in 2013.  
! Devita Parnell has done a marvelous job as our interim children’s ministry coordinator. As she prepares to 
conclude her service in this role (she has a full-time job with Cooperative Baptist Fellowship), we are seeking an 
interim part-time children’s minister and are currently receiving resumés through January 21. Interviews with top 
candidates will take place in February, with employment to begin in Feb. or Mar. and extending to the end of the 
year while the church considers transformation of its staffing composition. By 2014 we plan to have created a 
more permanent staffing pattern.
Responsibilities of the Interim Part-Time Children’s Minister will include three focus areas:

1. Spiritual Leadership 
2. Liaison between staff and on-the-ground ministry to/with children
3. Cultivate a welcoming, safe and healthy environment for children and families to include Sunday morning 

and Wednesday evening activities and special events.
Please email resumes to:  Interim Children’s Minister Search, c/o Bekah Smith, rsmith@fbcdecatur.com

Carol Hadley 
Personnel Committee Chairperson

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/index.php?id=56
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/index.php?id=56
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/index.php?id=56
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/index.php?id=56
mailto:rsmith@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:rsmith@fbcdecatur.com
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Congregational Life
Learn to tell the Biblical story, or any 
story, through these opportunities
The old gospel song says, “I love to tell the 
story.” If you had a parent or teacher who 
was a riveting storyteller, you know what a 
gift a good story is to an individual or a 
group. This year we have the opportunity to 
become good storytellers ourselves. There 
will be four different emphases on 
storytelling this winter and spring:

In Worship 
Storytellers tell the stories of Jesus 
January Sundays
On the first three 
Sundays in January the 
Biblical story that is the 
basis for Pastor Julie’s 
sermon will not be 
read, but it will be told 
by a member of the 
Southern Order of 
Storytellers.
Beginning on 
Wednesday nights in February everyone 
will have the opportunity to participate in 
storytelling classes taught by Janice Butt, 

an accomplished local 
storyteller and teacher. 
Plan to learn how to shed 
your inhibitions and 
become an entrancing 
teller of “the greatest 
stories ever told.”

Storytelling Festival 
Storytellers perform and teach 
Weekend of January 25–26
The Southern Order of Storytellers will 
hold their annual showcase event and 
workshops here at First Baptist. The celebrity 
storyteller will be Elizabeth Ellis. 
Participants from FBCD will receive the 
“member” price to attend: a “Festival Pass” 
to all storytelling performances is $36 for 
FBCD participants. Friday and Saturday 
workshops are $15 each.

Wednesday Nights 
Weekly workshop for five
Wednesday nights 
Beginning February 20, 6:30 p.m.
During the five Wednesday nights of Lent, 
beginning February 20, Storyteller Janice 
Butt will be teaching a series of workshops 
for those who want to learn how to tell Bible 
stories (or any story) effectively.

Southern Order of 
Storytellers
Winter Festival
Friday & Saturday,
January 25–26 

“I love to tell the story”

Janice Butt will 
lead a  storytelling 
workshop for five 
sessions.

Southern Order of 
Storytellers festival 
will be at FBC 
Decatur in January.

Winter Wednesdays
Family Dinner ! 5:30 p.m.
God’s Stories &!! 6:10–6:25 p.m. 
Prayer Time
Opportunities! ! 6:30–7:30 p.m.
for All Ages
_________________________
WINTER SESSION 1
January 16–February 6
Faith and Justice: CONGO in S304
Convened by Mickey Goodson
Bible Study: THE STORY in S206
Preview of the following Sunday’s 
reading in the NT portion of 
THE STORY—led by Sharyn Dowd
Women’s Small Group in S123
Interested in a small group? Contact 
Sharyn Dowd
Al-Anon in S205
7:30–9:00 p.m.
ANAD in S218
7:00–8:00 p.m.
Crime Victims Support Group in S210
_________________________
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
February 13
_________________________
WINTER SESSION 2
Begins February 20
Details to be announced.
_________________________
MUSIC FOR ADULTS
Each Wednesday
Sanctuary Choir 
! Rehearsal
! 7:30–8:45 p.m.
! Room S226 
! Music Suite 

Handbell Ensemble 
! Rehearsal
! 6:20–6:55 p.m.
! Sanctuary Balcony

Ave’ (Adult Vocal 
! Ensemble)
! 7:00–7:30 p.m.
! Room S226 
! Music Suite
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Newcomer* Gathering  at the P-Rs’
Julie and Tim invite you

to their home
Sunday, January 27

at 6 pm 
friendship & finger food

Please contact Julie's 
assistant, Bekah Smith, 

if you are planning to attend.
(404) 373-1653 or 

rsmith@fbcdecatur.com

Congregational Life (continued)

Nancy 
Norman 
to Retire
Faithful service to 
FBC Decatur  
In November of 
2012, FBC Finance 
Manager Nancy Norman announced her 
retirement effective January 29, 2013.

Nancy has served on the First Baptist staff 
for five years. During that time she has made 
an enormous contribution to our church. Her 
wisdom, knowledge and integrity speak for 
themselves.

Beth Thompson, co-manager in the Finance 
Office, says of Nancy:  “Working with Nancy 
for the last 5 years has been a joy and a 
blessing. She brings such a high level of 
integrity, common sense, and dedication to 
her work. Not only has she taught me a great 
deal, but she has become a dear friend 
whose wisdom, kindness, and empathy have 
touched me deeply.  I cannot overstate how 
much I will miss working alongside her.”

Dale C. Allison to Lecture at Mercer University–Atlanta  
Join the McAfee School of Theology community on January 28-29 
for two lectures named in honor of Peter Rhea and Ellen Jones. This 
year the lecturer will be Dale C. Allison, Jr. of Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary. Both lectures will be in Cecil B. Day Hall on 
Mercer's Atlanta campus. 
The lectures are free and open to the public. The address is 3001 
Mercer University Drive, Atlanta, GA 30341. 

The lectures are: 
Monday, January 28, 7 p.m.—”The Puzzle of James"
Tuesday, January 29, 10:45 a.m.—"James through the Centuries."

Peter Rhea and Ellen Jones Lectures 2013

The Verdery Counseling Center has expanded!
Come meet our new therapists, 

view the renovated offices
and enjoy light refreshments

as you get to know one of 
FBC Decatur's community ministries.

Sunday, January 27, 2013
10 a.m. till 1 p.m.

You are invited
Verdery Counseling Center

Open HouseCourtney Chambless
Director

Abby Myers

*and/or  anyone  who is  cur ious 
about  FBC Decatur
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Chin children

Congregational Life (continued)

Marriage Matters 
Seminar
Led by David and 
Jeannie Gushee
February 20 
through 
March 20
6:30–7:30 p.m.  
David and Jeanie 
Gushee will lead a 
five-week seminar 
on Christian 
marriage in the church parlor. The seminar 
will begin February 20 and end March 20. 

These sessions are 
appropriate for 
engaged couples or 
married couples of 
any age. Think of it as 

a “tune-up.” If 
you feel good 
about your 
marriage, 
you’ll learn 
ways to make 
it even better. 
If things are 

running a bit rough, these sessions will help. 
Please sign up in advance with 
jggushee@gmail.com or 
sdowd@fbcdecatur.com.

School of Music & Arts
New Winter Semester is Underway
The School of Music and Arts offers music, 
dance and drama lessons to children, youth, 
and adults. For more information and to 
register go online or call Cindy Forbes at 
(404) 273-6676.

It’s Not Too Late to Commit
Commit in the New Year   
If your New Year’s resolutions include more 
faithful giving to Kingdom causes, it’s not 
too late to turn in a commitment card. We 
now have 200 commitments for a total of 
$815,376 but it will take much more than that 
to fund the ministries of FBCD in 2013.

Faith & Justice in the Congo 
A discussion on Wednesday evenings
January 16–February 6, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Join in this discussion of the political and 
economic chaos in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo and possible avenues for 
advocacy. Convened by Mickey Goodson.

150th Anniversary Books on Sale
150th Anniversary Church History 
books are for sale at the church office 
for $25. 
150th Anniversary Bird Houses for Sale
White wooden bird houses resembling 
the church are available for special 
order. The bird houses are like those 

used in the 150th 
Anniversary Luncheon 
centerpieces. The bird 
houses will be 
constructed for those 
placing orders through 
the church office. Get 
your name on the list if 
interested.

TH

 A N N I V E R S A R Y

Join the FBC Team to help an elderly 
homeowner with yard work and minor 
repairs.
Decatur’s annual 3-day event to assist 
senior citizens who cannot afford 
needed home and yard maintenance will 
be held in 2013 on January 19, 20, and 
21. There are morning and afternoon 
shifts on Saturday and Monday and an 
afternoon shift on Sunday.
We need people to help with volunteer 
snacks, to register volunteers, and to 
deliver equipment to work sites as well 
as people who can do yard work, skilled 
carpentry, and painting. 
For more information, contact Mai 
Cavalli at maicavalli@comcast.net or 
404-373-1467.
The deadline for signing up is Sunday, 
January 13 at 5 p.m.

MLK 
Day of 
Service

Deacon 
Ordination 

Sunday, January 13
In both worship services

Deacon 
Mini-Retreat 
Saturday, January 12
9:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
In Carreker Hall

Gushee family

mailto:jggushee@gmail.com
mailto:jggushee@gmail.com
mailto:sdowd@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:sdowd@fbcdecatur.com
http://www.fbcmusic.net
http://www.fbcmusic.net
mailto:maicavalli@comcast.net
mailto:maicavalli@comcast.net
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Christmas 
Generosity to 
Others
Mai Cavalli, our Christmas Decatur 
coordinator, reports that we increased our 
giving to Christmas Decatur/A Season of 
Giving this year. Classes and individuals 
sponsored 30 children and 14 senior citizens. 
The Habitat for Humanity volunteers 
contributed toward the Christmas needs of 
new homeowner Maisha Harris and her 
children.

Missions 2013

Your gifts, large and small, added up to a victory for the Special Missions Offering 
2012. You exceeded the goal of $32,000 for a total of $32,277. Thank you for your 
generosity. Your gifts make a difference right here in Decatur and around the globe. 

70% of the offering goes to the Global Missions fund of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship; 15% is divided among four FBCD missionaries: Bishops (international 
education), Pughs (Congo), Robinsons (Taiwan), and Peelers (Cambodia). 15% is 
assigned to a local mission by the missions steering team.

Allocation
CBF Global 
Missions 
Offering
FBCD 
Missionaries
Local Mission

70%

15%

15%

15%

15%

70%

Special Missions Offering Allocation

CBF Global Missions Offering FBCD Missionaries
Local Mission

2012 
Special 
Missions 
Offering

Mission Giving Goal Met!

This month we are highlighting some support groups that meet regularly and are open to the church and the community:
Caregivers’ Support Group. Led by Ann Murphy for people who are caring for a sick or elderly family member or friend. First Tuesday— 
S 123 (Second Cup Room), 11 a.m. 
ANAD (Anorexia Nervosa and Associated Disorders) is a national organization ( www.anad.org) that provides support for people struggling 
with eating disorders.  Family and friends are welcome to attend as well.  S218 (Joy/Dunstan Room), 7 p.m. Wednesdays.
Crime Victims Support Group. The Crime Victims’ Advocacy Council provides a support group for those whose loved ones have been 
murdered. This group holds a memorial service in First Baptist’s sanctuary every April. S216 (Philathea/Adelphia Room), 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays.
Al-Anon supports people who have family and/or friends who are alcoholics. The group that meets at First Baptist is called “HP’s Kids.” 
S205, 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) provides support for people who struggle with alcohol abuse. The group is called “There Is a Solution.” 
Recreation Room, Activities Building, 11:30 a.m. Sundays.
A5 - A group of young adults on the autism spectrum, their parents, and advocates. S210, 1:00 p.m. Third Sunday.
And don’t forget the Verdery Counseling Center with two therapists: Courtney Chambless at (404) 542-7792 and Abby Myers at (404) 861-2745. 
See the invitation to the center’s Open House, Sunday, January 27 on page 6. 

Our Building is a Mission
The distinction between spending money for 
building maintenance and giving to missions 
is a false dichotomy at First Baptist Decatur. 
Every day our building is being used by 
community groups that make a positive 
difference in the lives of residents of Decatur. 

Most people here know about daily First 
School for pre-schoolers  6 months through 4 
year pre-K and After-School/Camp for 
grades K-5. In the last several years we have 
become an important venue for the Decatur 
Book Fair and the Georgia Center for the 
Book. Readings by well-known authors 

almost always result in the opportunity to 
welcome visitors on the following Sunday. 
The Matupi Christian Baptist Church, made 
up of refugees from Myanmar (Burma) 
worships in the chapel every Sunday 
afternoon. The Decatur Civic Chorus 
performs in the sanctuary on occasion.

In addition we house The Community 
School, a high school for young people on 
the autism spectrum. We provide space for 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of various ages. 
Through the FBCD School of Music and Arts 
we provide instruction in singing, playing 

musical instru-
ments, and drama. 
The Daughters of 
the American 
Revolution meet here. The Atlanta 17 band 
rehearses here. The Dekalb police and fire 
department do their testing for promotions 
in our building. Throughout the year the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship holds 
meetings in our space and from time to time 
various civic groups rent space for banquets 
and parties.

http://mail2.kstar-inc.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.anad.org/
http://mail2.kstar-inc.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.anad.org/
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! From Pastor Julie:  At the congregational meeting on January 9, those present 
unanimously affirmed our opening the doors of FBCD to welcome Scott Boulevard Baptist 
Church as they prepare to leave the buildings they’ve called home for over 60 years. At the 
meeting Bob Williamson described some of the conversations that have been taking place 
between our two churches since last summer. The members of SBBC wish to continue 
worshiping and meeting as a congregation. They will begin doing so on our campus later this 
year.  Below is a letter from Greg Smith, pastor of SBBC:

     “In 1950 Scott Boulevard Baptist Church began at the corner of Medlock Park in North 
Decatur.  In recent years the age and declining number of members prompted our 
leadership to seek God’s direction for the future ministry of the church. We considered 
several options with other ministry organizations and churches, but none of these options 
worked out. In September the Scott Boulevard congregation made a difficult decision to 
sell our property to a developer.  We chose to maintain care for our people rather than 
continue pouring our resources into caring for our property.  
     The membership also chose to continue as a separate 
congregation as the best way to care for our aging and 
homebound members. That choice meant we needed 
another place to meet for worship, Bible study, and 
administration. Gratefully, First Baptist Church offered 
wonderful space to meet our needs.  
! Our congregation is going through the grief of 
knowing our place of worship for over 60  years will be 
destroyed. The prayers and support of the First Baptist 
congregation are greatly appreciated as we make this 
difficult move, which we anticipate will  occur in 
mid-2013. We are looking forward to being close 
partners in the Kingdom of God with the good people 
of First Baptist Church of Decatur.”

~ Greg Smith, Pastor

Pray for our brothers and sisters as they make these challenging transitions, and as they 
imagine together their future in God’s keeping.

! ! !

! !
Look for FBC Decatur Kids 
emails for more details or
contact Devita at 
dparnell@fbcdecatur.com.

A Welcome from Our Congregation
FBC Decatur Welcomes Scott Boulevard Baptist Church
January 9, 2013

mailto:dparnell@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:dparnell@fbcdecatur.com
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DiscoverKids on 
Wednesdays
Kids on Mission This Winter
6:30 p.m. Wednesday nights 
On Wednesdays in January children will 
explore the world through missions! They 
will learn how to pay attention to the 
ways God works through people who are 
willing to be messengers of good news.

Pastor’s Prayer Pals
Kids are invited by Pastor Julie 
Pastor Julie is inviting children to participate 
in our Year of Praying Dangerously. Each 
month she will send out a special 
communication to children who sign up to 
participate. If you or your child would like 
to join in praying for our church, community, 
and world, please sign up here.

SUNDAY PARENT VOLUNTEERS
EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS—JAN 13
8:45 a.m. FreshStart Service 
(arrive 8:35 a.m.)
Sara Smith, Kristin and Dan VanderEnde
Dad of the Day
9:45 a.m.–11:15 a.m.
Dan VanderEnde, Ron Fowlie
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service
(arrive at 11 a.m.)
Tommye Morris

EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS—JAN 20
8:45 a.m. FreshStart Service 
(arrive 8:35 a.m.)
Tracy and Justin Williams, Ann Murphy 
(infants)  
Dad of the Day
9:45 a.m.–11:15 a.m.
Justin Williams, Ron Fowlie
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service
(arrive at 11 a.m.)
Twyler and Trey Palmer

EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS—JAN 27
8:45 a.m. FreshStart Service 
(arrive 8:35 a.m.)
Stephanie and Ryan Harry, Ashley Neal 
Dad of the Day
9:45 a.m.–11:15 a.m.
Ryan Harry, Ron Fowlie
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service
(arrive at 11 a.m.)
Verdery Class

Items Needed for 
Children’s Ministry
Supplies 
In order to provide complete first aid kits in 
every children's classroom, we still need the 
following items: tweezers (10), spray wound 
wash (10), 4x4 gauze (10), ear thermometer 
(1), Neosporoin (6), spray Benadryl (6), hand 
sanitizer (7), bottle of Benadryl (1), 2” roll of 
athletic tape (2), 2x2 gauze nonstick (1). Drop 
off your items at the preschool check-in 
desk!

Computers 
Did you get a new computer for Christmas? 
Don't know what to do with your old one? 
Our special needs children's classroom is in 
need of a basic working computer! If you 
would like to donate one, please email 
Devita Parnell.

Youth Ski Retreat 2012
Snowshoe Mountain fun and fellowship
From December 30 to January 2, the FBC 
Decatur youth retreated to the 
snow-covered Appalachians 
for fun and fellowship. Four 
chaperones and 16 students 
spent two days skiing on 
Snowshoe Mountain in West 
Virginia and building close-
knit community. For more 
photos, visit the FBC Decatur 
Youth Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/
decaturchurchyouth

The Corner
A word from Blake
The Corner is the new Bible 
study and engagement 
initiative in the life of First 
Baptist Decatur youth. In a 
two part program, 
Wednesday night serves as a time for 
worship and Bible study in the chapel from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.. While youth sing 
traditional hymns such as “Come Thou 
Fount of Every Blessing,” they also sing 
wonderfully unconventional tunes by artists 
such as Sarah Jarosz and Mumford & Sons. 
The youth then delve into scripture critically 
and responsively as they discern how best to 
follow Jesus. In addition to singing and Bible 
study, the youth play games and even take 
communion on the first Wednesday of each 
month.
In addition to Bible study, Sunday night 
features a more casual setting in which 
youth gather over coffee or frozen treats 
from 6:30–7:30 p.m. to hone their minds and 
voices in an ever changing culture. What is 
our response to the outbreak of violence in 

this country? What makes us 
Baptist? What do we believe 
about books or movies such 
as the Hunger Games? What 
do other denominations 
believe and how do we 
interact among widely 
differing theologies and 
beliefs? These are just a few 
examples of the questions 
youth will engage in on 
Sunday nights.
As the FBC Deactur youth 
create a culture always in 

pursuit of God’s call and a life that mirrors 
Christ, they partner with the entire 
congregation in becoming faithful people of 
God. Those wishing to serve or simply know 
more about the life of FBC Decatur youth 
may contact Interim Youth Minister Blake 
Tommey at blakefbcd@gmail.com

Youth Prayer Pals
Youth can sign up now 
Join Pastor Julie in Praying Dangerously in 
2013. To get on Pastor Julie’s Praying 
Dangerously email list, contact Bekah at 
rsmith@fbcdecatur.com.

Children through fifth grade. Youth grades six through twelve.

Children’s Camp 

PassportKids! camp is for children who 
have completed 3rd-5th grades. 
It will be held June 25-28 (Tuesday–
Friday) at Wingate University, 
Wingate, North Carolina
Theme: Tag! You're It
Make your reservation today with Devita 
Parnell dparnell@fbcdecatur.com.

FBC Decatur Kids & FBC Decatur Youth Group
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Member Highlights
Welcome New Members

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To Miki McBride, Craig Taylor, and family in 
the passing of Miki’s grandmother on 
December 24.
To Judith Steele in the death of her son, 
Chevaughn Buchanan, December 29, 2012 in 
Jamaica. He was 21. A memorial service will be 
held at FBC Decatur. Date to be announced.
To the family of Elia Verdi who passed away 
January 8. Services will be held at 2 p.m. at the 
chapel of Turners Funeral Home. Joe Mason 
will conduct the service.

To Steven Hall in the death of his maternal 
grandmother, Mary Ida Lisenby, who passed 
away December 2 in Tifton, GA, at the age 
of 92.

Congratulations
Tony and Ning Pirozzi, in the birth of their 
son, William Tian Wei Pirozzi on December 10.  
Vincent is the proud big brother.

Pray for the World
Please follow the daily 
prayer guide for all the 
countries of the world at 
www.operationworld.org.

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Sharyn Dowd !(770) 329-7929
Julie P-R !(678) 602-7209
Bob Williamson !(770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
Jan 4–6—Bob Waters 
Jan 11–13—Harriet Holland 
Jan 18–20—Annie Mullins
Jan 25–27—Mia Cavalli
Feb 1–3—Ron Withers

Blue Plate
January 9—Poppyseed Chicken
January 16—Salisbury Steak w Gravy
January 23—Oven Fried Chicken
January 30—Vegetable Soup/Chili

Kid’s Meal (for children 10 and under)
January 9—Chicken Strips
January 16—Hamburgers
January 23—Cheese Pizza
January 30—Grilled Cheese Sandwiches
Meal Prices
Adults—$6    Students—$5
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$20

Wednesday Dinner 
Every Wednesday—5:30–6:30 p.m.
The first time a visitor attends the Wednesday 
night supper the meal is free. Encourage folks to 
get involved in New Community offerings and 
the fellowship around the tables.

Office Schedule
MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY
Closed Monday, January 21
Regular office hours:
9 till 5, Monday–Thursday 
9 till 12, Friday

Bob
Waters

Harriet
Holland

Annie
Mullins

Mai
Cavalli

Ron
Withers

2012/13 Financials	  
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through January 6, 2012

Offerings last week…..$24,901
(average needed per week…..$26,346)
Offerings received YTD…..$24,901
Offerings YTD (behind) budget…..($1,156)
YTD through November 30, 2012
Offerings + other income received…..$1,214,224
Church expenses…..$(1,304,084)
Expenses paid over income received…..$(89,860)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.
2012 Special Missions Offering
Special Missions…..$32,277
(2012 yearly goal…..$32,000)
Through December 30, 2012
Benevolence Offerings…..$13,245

COMMITMENTS 

Commitment Cards Received                         200
(Commitment cards may be placed in the 
offering plate, mailed or taken to the front office.)

Sunday Morning Participation
January 6, 2012
BIBLE STUDY

	 Preschool & Children	52
	 Youth	23

	 Adults	267
	 	 Total	 342

WORSHIP
	 	 Fresh Start   8:45 a.m.	168
	    	 Sanctuary   11:15 a.m.	238
	 	 Total	 406

Phil Wise
Transfer of Letter

Hannah Paschal
Profession of 
Faith and 
Request of 
Baptism
(look for photo 
in February 
Outlook)

Catherine Banich
Transfer of Letter
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