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Pied Piper Parade 

City of Decatur and DBA invite you to the 4th of July 
celebration beginning with the annual Pied Piper Parade.

Line up at FBCD at 5:30 p.m. Parade at 6 p.m.Happy 4th of July

Pastoral Resident for 
Young Adult Ministry

Matt Snyder
page 2

Pastor for 
Children and Famil ies

Kristen Koger
(Pastor KK)
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Notes from Matt and Pastor KK
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2 A Note from Matt

In February when I started as the Pastoral 
Resident for Young Adult Ministry at FBC 
Decatur, I was presented with a unique 
challenge: help young adults in the 
community of Decatur grow personally 
and spiritually. That’s it.
The reason this is a unique proposition 
from the church is that it purposively 
evades all the demands of a traditional 
church ministry model. In other words, it 

isn’t about creating programs and incentives to “attract” young 
people to the church. Instead, my responsibilities take on the 
shape of a local, innovative missions endeavor.
It’s no secret that many churches 
struggle to get young adults 
through their doors, ours 
included. People are quick to 
assume this means the church is 
dying, but I’m not one of those 
people. I don’t believe the church 
is dying, I simply think the 
superstructure of the church is 
(and has been) shifting; we’ve just 
become hyper-aware of it over the 
last decade.
As a young adult, to know that 
FBC Decatur is passionate and 
committed to helping my peers in the community grow (no 
matter who or where they are) is incredibly encouraging, and I’m 
committed to helping advance that mission. To me, it’s indicative 
of this particular faith community being a step ahead of its 
Baptist counterparts. 
My approach is simple: meet people where they are, be curious, 
and listen.
Everybody can probably relate to this, but young people want to 
connect. They yearn for meaningful relationships and authentic 
community, places where people are honest about themselves 
and their brokenness. My aim is to cultivate that kind of space 
for people to opt into.

A note from Matt
The better part of my week is typically spent sharing meals, 
coffee (a lot of coffee), and time with young people all over 
Decatur/Atlanta. Some attend FBC Decatur, some are 
Christian but not churched, others “spiritual but not 
religious.” Through these opportunities, I’m able to connect 
one-on-one with people and learn about what would be 
valuable to them to help them grow in life and faith.
These relationships and conversations are informing the types 
of resources and opportunities I’m choosing to design for 
young adults in the community to step into through the 
remainder of the year. 
They’re why I’ve been working on a podcast series that will 
launch this summer, creating devotional materials on the side, 

hosting community-centric 
activities exclusively off church 
property, and going to places 
you’d never expect to see a 
minister from a Baptist church 
(like parties and bars). They’re 
also why I’m designing a FBU 
course just for college students, 
a spiritual life advance, small 
groups, and more this Fall.
All of these ideas springboard 
from the FBC Decatur’s passion 
to help young adults in the local 
community grow personally 

and spiritually, and all of them emerge from connecting with 
young adults and learning about what’s important to them. 
I consider it an honor and privilege to serve as a Pastoral 
Resident with FBC Decatur in this capacity. I’m consistently 
being stretched and challenged, learning who I am, and 
learning how God is moving in the community. Thank you 
for your encouragement, support, and generosity! I’m eager 
to see what else God will do in and through our community!
Matt

Young Adult Community Group
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
A Sunday morning community group for college students and 
20-to-30-somethings. Weekly conversations are topic-centered on 
the intersection between the Bible, spirituality, and current 
events. Also, we have the best coffee. The group is led by Matt 
Snyder and meets in Room E-203.

Led by Matt Snyder
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A Word from Pastor KK 3

Hello there FBCD friends!
I just wanted to take a few minutes and 

officially say “hello” to you. I know that many 
of you I have met and many of you I have not. 
Whichever category you fall into, I am looking 
forward to getting to know you over the next 
few weeks and months as I learn about the life 
and ministry of FBC Decatur. 

I first want to say that I am so thankful for 
the good work that is already happening in 
this place. As I have 

asked around and gotten to know you all 
throughout the interview process, I have been 
so impressed with what I have heard and seen. 
There are good things happening in this place! 
And I am thankful for those who have come 
before me (and all of us) to make this church 
what it is today. I have much to learn from you 
and can’t wait to get started!

One of my goals over the next couple of 
months is to get to know you! Not just those of 
you who have children, but all of you. It’s my 
belief that the more we know each other, the 
better we are. As I am working with children 
and families, I want to be able to provide them 
with all the support I can, and you, the congregation of FBC Decatur, are 
a huge part of that support. You may not have children who live under 
your roof now (or you may not have children at all) but each of you has 
something to contribute to the life of our children and families. 

A note from Pastor KK
! Last thing from me: One of the first questions I was asked by the 
search committee was “What are your top priorities when it comes 
to children’s ministry?” I share these with you as a way for you to 
get to know me, and so we can find ways to make these priorities 
happen. 

First—it is my goal that every time a child enters this building, 
they encounter Christ and the love of God. From babies being rocked 
in the nursery to 1st graders learning to navigate the Bible to older 
children forming their own beliefs- each of these moments is vital 
and important to developing a strong faith foundation in our 

children.
Second—while the church and children’s 
leadership (myself included) plays an 
important role in building the foundation to 
our faith, we are not the only ones who 
should be teaching the children about living 
a God-filled life. It is the church’s job to 
equip and support parents and guardians so 
that they are confident as they guide and 
nurture the faith of their children. This is a 
partnership; a journey we are making 
together. 
Third and finally- I want church to be a 
place where all children are welcome and 
feel safe and loved. The world can be a big 

and scary place, and our children need to know that Church is not 
that way. That’s not to say that church will always be easy. But it will 
always be a place where children are welcomed for who they are and 
will have the opportunity to use their God given gifts and talents to 
be a leader in the church, no matter how young or old they are. 

Thank you for your trust as I step into this role, and as we 
continue to do the work God has called each of us to together. 

! ! ! ! ! !
! Grace and peace,

! Rev. Kristen Koger
! (also known as Pastor KK)

Kristen’s Schedule
Kristen will be in the office Monday–Thursday. 
Her day off will be Friday.

Lead Pastor Position Announcement
First Baptist Church of Decatur, Georgia, welcomes applicants for the position of Lead Pastor.
We are seeking a pastor who is committed to strong preaching and pastoral care; who will 
partner with us to craft a vision for the next season of our ministry; who will continue to build 
and encourage a team of ministers, staff and members to lead and care for everyone in the 
church community; and who will lead us in reaching out to the larger communities of Decatur 
and metro Atlanta. For the pdf file with application details go here or use the web address: 
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/2017/6/2/lead-pastor-position

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/2017/6/2/lead-pastor-position
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/2017/6/2/lead-pastor-position
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/2017/6/2/lead-pastor-position
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/2017/6/2/lead-pastor-position
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4 News & Events

For current events at FBCD, visit News & Events on the church website.

News & Events

July Wednesday Nights
For details go to
fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-
nights/ 

FBU Summer Break 
There will be no Wednesday night 
dinner, FBU or other FBCD 
activities on Wednesdays in June 
or on July 5. Enjoy evening time 
with family and friends during the 
break and plan to be back on 
Wednesdays beginning July 12.

FBU Summer Term
First Baptist University 
3-Week Summer Term 
begins on July 12
See the complete course 
description for the
3-week July term on the FBU 
supplement in this Outlook, pg 8, 
and online at: fbcdecatur.com/fbu
FBU Kids
6:30–7:30 p.m.
FBU Youth on Wednesday Nights
Youth on Mission July 10–14
FBU on July 19 and 26
6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room S320
Worship Arts
Sanctuary Choir – Music Suite
7:30–8:45 p.m.
FreshStart Band – Carreker Hall
7:30–9:00 p.m.
Support Groups Meet Weekly
Support groups meet on their own 
schedules, so please contact your 
group leader if there is a possible 
holiday conflict. 
Emotions Anonymous    7-8 p.m.
Al-Anon    7:30-8:30 p.m.
Support Groups listed here: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/

Sundays through July 30 
A recent book by Old Testament scholar 
Brent Strawn suggests that "The Old 
Testament is Dying."
What he means is that churches today tend 
to neglect the Old Testament and that it is at 
risk of fading from Christian consciousness.
I think he is mainly right, and in this sermon 
series I hope to address the problem by 
returning to the very first chapters of the Old 
Testament. Preaching through Genesis 1-11, 
often called the "Primeval History," will 
reveal both the centrality of the issues raised 
by these texts and also their profound 
complexity and potential for misuse and 
abuse. Here is the schedule for the 
remainder of the series:
July 9—East of Eden  Genesis 3:8-24.
July 16—Raising Cain  Genesis 4:1-16.
July 23—A Brokenhearted God
Genesis 6:5-8, 7:11-24
July 30—The First Covenant 
Genesis 8:20-9:7.

Hard Questions
for God
FBU with Dr. Jeffrey Willetts
Wednesdays—July 12, 19 and 26

Dr. Willetts will 
answer “Hard 
Questions for God” 
mid-summer in 
FBU on three 
Wednesday nights. 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey 
Willetts, dean of 
McAfee School of 
Theology, was 
trained at Yale and 
the University of 

Swansea (Wales) in philosophy and theology. 
This FBU three-week term will be focused on 
answers to recent submissions of your 
“hardest theological and spiritual 
questions.”

Summertime Preaching:
“In the beginning: Studies in Genesis 1-11”

F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  D E C A T U R

?
“unearthed”
Third Friday 
Worship
an evening of communal 
and personal searching 
through worship, prayer and art.
unearthed will not continue to meet 
during the summer months. Plan now 
to be a part of this evening worship 
experience on the third Friday of 
September—September 15—when it 
begins for the fall season.

Looking ahead
FBU Fall Term 1 will run 
from August 2-
September 20. 
FBU Fall II will run from 
September 27-November 
16. Both will have a full slate of 
offerings. 
See pages 9 and 10 for a preview of 
courses to be offered beginning August 2.
Sermon Series
Following the Summer Series in 
Genesis, preaching will move next to a 
series on the Parables of Jesus and 
then Studies in the Gospel of John.

Next unearthed worship is September 15.

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/support-groups/
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Promotion Sunday 
Save the Date—August 6
Kids and youth will  be promoted to the next age level at 
FBCD on August 6. Be sure to plan to be here on that Sunday 
morning.

First School Tour
Tuesday, July 18, 8 a.m.
There will be a school tour led by Harriet Holland on Tuesday, 
July 18 at 8:00 a.m. The tours are offered for parents of infants 
and preschoolers who are interested in learning more about 
First School. Registration is not necessary.

Computer Lab
Summer Break 
The church’s computer lab is on summer break. Look for the 
schedule for the fall start up in the August Outlook. If you 
don't have access to a computer, but need to use one, here's 
your chance. Or perhaps you're not experienced in computer 
use but need a little assistance, someone will be there to help 
you. This is a great opportunity so please take advantage of it
this fall.

Ballroom Dance Classes
Thursday nights through August 10 
Ballroom I (beginners) at 8:30-9:30 p.m.
Learn the basics in 4 dances in 7 hours, learning from a 
nationally certified instructor. This beginner group series is 
designed for first time dancers. The curriculum includes: 
waltz, foxtrot, rumba and swing. No partner is necessary. 
Singles and couples welcome.
Ballroom Dance 3 and 4 are offered, as well as Cha Cha. To 
learn more go to www.ballroomdancecommunity.org and 
select Decatur or call Robert Tolentino at 678-982-3496. The 
last date to sign up is Thursday, July 6.

Yoga Class with Jotholyn Mason
At FBU Summer Term:  New course offered on
3 Wednesdays — July 12, 19, 26, 6:30 p.m.
Jotholyn sought out yoga in the late 90s to relieve stress and 
find deeper meaning in life. Her very first Kundalini Yoga 
class is where her love for the practice became clear. For 10 years she has studied and trained 
in Vinyasa and Kundalini Yoga with teachers from around the world. She offers intuitive flow 
classes that thread all of her yoga knowledge together and challenges the body and mind on 
the mat. We are drawn together through our individual and collective experience that yoga 
and meditation deepens our Christian faith. Students have referred to Jotholyn’s classes as 
"yoga therapy.” Jotholyn likes to help her students elevate their consciousness by teaching 
them the tools of yoga and meditation. She teaches the value of maintaining a daily sadhana 
of gratitude and meditation.

FBU Kids on 
Wednesdays
There will be no FBU on Wednesdays 
in the month of June or on July 5. July 
FBU Kids will begin on July 12.
On August 2, FBU Kids fall term will 
begin. Mark your calendars now.

Save the dates
Kids & Families —
August 6—Promotion Sunday (children 
and youth)
October 25—Fall Festival on the Front 
Lawn (all ages)

UPDATES ONLINE
For more information on all children’s 
activities, go here. Contact Pastor KK at 
kkoger@fbcdecatur.com .

F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  D E C A T U R

F.L.I.P. Concert
Young Singers in Concert
Sunday, July 16, at 3:00 p.m.
F.L.I.P., the Freeman, Lee Intensive with Paschal is a 10-
day vocal intensive training program, which is 
presenting its second edition as part of the Decatur Fine 
Arts Academy here at First Baptist Church of Decatur.  
They will be in residence here from July 5 through July 15. On July 16 at 3:00 p.m., 
the Ovation Concert Series will sponsor the young singers of F.L.I.P. in a concert of 
opera and song. Please plan to join us to celebrate these young aspiring artists.

Pied Piper Parade
4th of July parade begins in the
FBCD parking lot
City of Decatur and the Decatur 
Business Association invite you to the 
4th of July celebration beginning with 
the annual Pied Piper Parade. 

Line up for the annual Decatur Pied 
Piper Parade in the FBCD parking lot at 
5:30 p.m. Kick off of the parade is
6:00 p.m. Sponsored by the City of 
Decatur.

HappyHappy
4th of July

http://www.ballroomdancecommunity.org/DecaturSchedule.html
http://www.ballroomdancecommunity.org/DecaturSchedule.html
http://www.ballroomdancecommunity.org/DecaturSchedule.html
http://www.ballroomdancecommunity.org/DecaturSchedule.html
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/kids/
mailto:kkoger@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:kkoger@fbcdecatur.com
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Youth
News & Events
For the latest youth news:
fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
CALENDAR
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m.
Veggie Tales: All Grown Up 
A four-week series comparing each 
Gospel’s telling of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection
10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room S320

FBU Youth — Wednesdays
Each Wednesday beginning July 19
(For youth there is no FBU in June or July 
5 and 12)
6:30 p.m.

No Wednesday activities in June through 
July 5th. 

Summer Plans
July 10-14
Missions Week
Wednesday, July 19
Braves Game
Wednesday, July 26
Decatur Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, July 29
End-of-Summer Pool Party
UPDATES ONLINE
For more information � � contact Billy 
Roberts at broberts@fbcdecatur.com
or 
Check out the Weekly Youth Email for 
details.

Clothing Closet Needs 
Items for men are most needed
Please check you closet for used men’s items you no longer 
need. Shirts, slacks, shoes, underwear and travel-size 
toiletries are needed. Do not send items that need mending or 
cleaning.

You are invited to study
“The Great Spiritual Migration”
Sundays, 10 a.m., in S-305
You are invited to join Pilgrims group for their 10-week study 
of The Great Spiritual Migration by Brian McLaren. The 
study continues through Sunday, August 27 in S-305. 
McLaren challenges us to stop worrying, waiting, and 
indulging in nostalgia, and to embrace the powerful shifts 
that are reshaping the faith. This is an engaging opportunity 
to share your ideas, concerns, and questions. 

Christian Response to
Immigrants
Thursday, July 13, 7 p.m. in Carreker Hall
A conversation IN Christian community, AS Christian community. The real world around us 
is a diverse one. In an urban center like Atlanta, or almost anywhere in rural Georgia, those 
"strangers" among us include folk who have fled from other countries, from political 
persecution and grinding poverty.
In our own era, as in decades long before us, suffering 
people have fled to the U.S., seeing in us a beacon of hope 
for their families. Many of our own ancestors are among 
those who made a difficult journey to build a new life in this 
place of hope and freedom.
Immigration has become a heated and controversial political 
topic in our country. But what about the church? Is the 
church of Jesus called to have a witness about the value of 
every human and a responsibility to welcome and care for the 
stranger among us?
You are invited to join a group of Christians on Thursday evening, July 13, for a discussion 
about potential responses of the church and of individual Christians to immigrants in our 
midst. We'll consider the testimony of scripture, remember the witness of our own church 
over decades, see examples of how other churches have responded, and think about ways we 
can be responsible Christians in this encounter.
"Christian Response to Immigrants" is a one-time gathering, promptly at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 13, Carreker Hall, First Baptist Church Decatur. For more information contact: 
Don Hammonds (dbh4@att.net )
Jackie Durham (jackie@comcast.com )
Mickey Goodson (mgoodson@mindspring.com)
Bill Fulkerson (wmfccci@comcast.net )
Matt Snyder (msnyder@fbcdecatur.com).

Young at Heart
EVENTS
Ice Cream 
Social at 
Clairmont 
Oaks
Tuesday, July 11
3 p.m.
As is the tradition, Young at Heart throws 
an ice cream party for Clairmont Oaks 
residents each summer. Mark the date and 
plan to volunteer. 

Know More
www.fbcdecatur.com/senior-adults

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/youth-updates
mailto:broberts@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:broberts@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:dbh4@att.net
mailto:dbh4@att.net
mailto:jackie@comcast.com
mailto:jackie@comcast.com
mailto:mgoodson@mindspring.com
mailto:mgoodson@mindspring.com
mailto:wmfccci@comcast.net
mailto:wmfccci@comcast.net
mailto:msnyder@fbcdecatur.com
mailto:msnyder@fbcdecatur.com
http://www.fbcdecatur
http://www.fbcdecatur
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Paul 
Wallace

Ron 
Thomas

Tracy
Pondo

Todd
Smith

Gwen 
Cottrell

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
Fax—404-370-7692
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
facebook.com/decaturchurch
Twitter:   #decaturchurch
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
their cell phone number (below).

Pastors on call
Bob Williamson (770) 633-4651
Deacon on call
July 3–9 — Paul Wallace
July 10–16 — Ron Thomas
July 17–23 — Tracy Pondo
July 24–30 — Todd Smith
July 31–Aug 6 — Gwen Cottrell

Wednesday Dinner
Served each Wednesday night
from 5:30–6:15 p.m.
In Carreker Hall 

Menu
July 5 — No Wednesday Dinner
July 12 — Meat Loaf
July 19 — Spaghetti w Meat Sauce
July 26 — Beef Tips in Mushroom Gravy

Meal Prices
Adults—$7    Students—$6.00
Children (10 and under)—$3
Family Maximum—$25

Office Schedule
Regular Office Hours
Monday–Thursdays—9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Fridays—9 a.m.–Noon
Office Holiday
Monday, July 3 and Tuesday, July 4 — 
Church office will be closed for the 
Independence Day Holiday

Visit the FBCDwebsite
Your go-to place for FBCD information
www.fbcdecatur.com
Browse the site from your computer, your 
smart phone or tablet. Explore each section 
to find the information most useful to you.
Check out the News & Events section 
regularly to see the latest announcements. 
Need to find something? Enter it in the 
Search Box in the footer (at the bottom of 
every page!).
Go to Explore on the top menu bar to find a 
list of resources to tap into. These include:
News & Events, Sermons Online, Author 
Conversations, Newsletter (Outlook), 
Stories, Media Center, and Calendar.

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
To June Zwald and family on the passing of 
her brother-in-law Bob Zwald on Saturday, 
July 1. Bob was a former member of FBCD, 
helped start Clairemont Oaks and was CEO 
of GA Baptist Hospital. A memorial service 
will be held. To be announced.

Complete menus online

Sunday Mornings
in June
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
8:45 a.m. FreshStart
10 a.m. Learning Groups and Bible Study
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Kids & Families —
Save the dates
August 6 – Promotion Sunday
(children and youth)
October 25 - Fall Festival on the Front Lawn 
(all ages)

FBU Summer Term in July
July 12, 19, 26    Three Wednesdays in July:
FBU Summer runs 3 weeks: July 12, 19, 26
Hard Questions for God
(Dr. Jeff Willetts)
Total Body Conditioning facilitated by 
Kristian Smith
New Yoga Class facilitated by
Jotholyn Mason
FBU Youth
FBU Kids

FBU Fall Term 1 begins August 2
8 Wednesdays in August and September:
Conversations with the Sermon on the 

Mount
Parent Enrichment Course
As We Age
Total Body Conditioning
Eco-Theology through Women Wisdom in 

Proverbs
FBCD Missions: God’s Call—Our Response
FBU Kids
FBU Youth

FBU — July Schedule FBU — Fall Preview

http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook
mailto:fbcd@fbcdecatur.com?subject=From%20The%20Outlook
http://www.fbcdecatur.com
http://www.fbcdecatur.com
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/menus-wednesday-nights/
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/menus-wednesday-nights/
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Hard Questions for God
FBU with Dr. Jeffrey Willetts
Wednesdays—July 12 through 26

Dr. Willetts will answer “Hard Questions for 
God” mid-summer in FBU on three 
Wednesday nights. Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Willetts, 
dean of McAfee School of Theology, was 
trained at Yale and the University of Swansea 
(Wales) in philosophy and theology. This 
three-week session offers you the chance to 
"ask the dean" your hardest theological and 
spiritual questions. Please submit questions 
in advance to Pastor David by July 1 so that 
Jeff can think through his responses.

FBU Kids
Preschoolers will discover how God used people in very dramatic 
ways, leading us to think of them as heroes of the faith.  Children in 
Grades 1-5 will be “Growing in Grace” through music and drama. 
Students will be grouped by grades and will alternate between music 
and drama sessions each week.

Facilitators: Kristen Koger and Team
Kids in E-218 and Childcare in E-106 
(Education Bldg.)

FBU Youth
Youth from sixth to twelfth grade are invited to spend time growing 
in community. Activities will include Story Time relating to what 
we’re experiencing in our lives and faith journey. We will also have 
Current Event Discussions focused on the world’s tough topics. 
Sprinkled throughout will be weeks for card/board/video games.

Facilitator: Billy Roberts
In S-320 (Youth Room, Sanctuary Bldg., third floor)

Total Body Conditioning
A one-hour high-intensity exercise program which includes a full 
body workout with a fun and challenging mixture of stretching, 
cardio and resistance training set to high energy music. Continue 
sweating out that stress and working on cardio and strength training.

Facilitator:
Kristian Smith

Kristian is a Certified 
Personal Trainer and Group 
Fitness Instructor

Space may be limited. 
Contact Kristian to sign up.
You may also ask questions 
about the class.

Kristian: 256-508-2930 or kristiansmith02@gmail.com
Location to be announced.

Yoga
Jotholyn Mason will facilitate 
a 3-session Yoga Class. She 
has seriously practiced yoga 
since the late 90’s and has 
spent the last 10 years 
studying and training with 
teachers from around the 
world. Students have referred 
to Jotholyn’s classes as “yoga therapy.”

Facilitator: Jotholyn Mason
In Dance Studio (north end of Sanctuary Bldg, 3rd floor)

food for thought,
care for the soul

The Outlook Supplement for FBU

Summer Term 2017 
First Baptist University
These FBU courses run 3 Wednesdays in July—
July 12, 19 and 26.
You are invited to select a course based on your interests.

?

Preview Fall Term 1 on following pages 9 and 10.

mailto:kristiansmith02@gmail.com
mailto:kristiansmith02@gmail.com
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Conversations with the
Sermon on the Mount
A serious analysis of the Sermon on the Mount with attention 
to its capacity to change the course of history, doability or lack 

thereof, its programmatic agenda, its 
beatitudes, antitheses and prayer, its 
implications.
Facilitators: Peter Rhea Jones and Aaron 
McGinnis 

Peter Rhea Jones, is a former professor at 
McAfee School of Theology and Southern 
Seminary, and served as pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Decatur.
Aaron McGinnis, assisting, MDiv from McAfee

Parent Enrichment Course
The PREPARE/ENRICH for Couples, Parenting version, contains 11 
categories of skill-building exercises that will help you to understand 
and apply the insights from the assessment. You will gain insight into 
parenting styles, family dynamics and couple communication. 
Couples will need to pay $35 fee (per couple) to take the parenting 
assessment that uniquely 
assess parenting styles and 
parenting stress.  Also 
provides condensed insight 
into a couple's relationship, 
including communication 
and conflict resolution.

Facilitator: Monique 
Wischusen

Monique Wischusen is a 
licensed Marriage and Family Therapist who received her Bachelor of 
Science in Psychology from the University of New Orleans and her 
Master of Science in Marriage and Family Therapy from the 
University of Southern Mississippi.  She is currently licensed in the 
state of Georgia. Monique is trained in PREPARE/ENRICH, an 
assessment and counseling approach for couples preparing for 
marriage or seeking to improve their marriage.

As We Age
The course title is “As We Age”. The course will focus on issues facing 
senior adults and their families, to include: navigating Medicare; 
physiological changes as we age; wellness; creating home; issues 
related to dementia; and advance directives.

Facilitator: Andy Landrum

Andy Landrum serves as 
Executive Director of 
Briarcliff Oaks, Inc. and 
Clairmont Oaks, Inc., two 
retirement communities 
which serve low-income 
seniors in Dekalb County. He 
has been employed by 
Briarcliff and Clairmont for 

over 8 years. Andy recently completed a 6-year term on the Board of 
the Georgia Institute on Aging, the educational arm of LeadingAge 
Georgia, serving as Board Chair the previous two years. He currently 
serves on the Nominations and Awards Committee of LeadingAge.

Total Body Conditioning
A one-hour high-intensity exercise program which includes a full 
body workout with a fun and challenging mixture of stretching, 
cardio and resistance training set to high energy music. Continue 
sweating out that stress and working on cardio and strength training.

Facilitator: Kristian Smith

Kristian is a Certified 
Personal Trainer and Group 
Fitness Instructor

Space may be limited. 
Contact Kristian to sign up.
You may also ask questions 
about the class.
Kristian: 256-508-2930 or 
kristiansmith02@gmail.com
In S300—Dance Studio (north end of Sanctuary Bldg, 3rd floor)

food for thought,
care for the soul

The Outlook Supplement for FBU

Fall Term 1— 2017 
First Baptist University
These FBU courses run 8 Wednesdays—
August 2–September 20
You are invited to select a course based on your interests. Class locations to be announced in the August Outlook and 
online at fbcdecatur.com/fbu . 
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Eco-Theology Through Women 
Wisdom in Proverbs
Today we are facing an unprecedented environmental and ecological 
crisis. Responding to this crisis one prominent Christian ethicist 
suggests, “Wisdom 
may be the biblical 
eco-theology and 
ethic.” What can 
Proverbs 8:22-31, with 
its autobiographical 
account of Woman 
Wisdom’s role in 
creation, contribute to 
an eco-theology 
needed to make our 
world today 
sustainable? By closely 
exploring Woman 
Wisdom’s roles in this passage through the lens of biblical 
commentary, eco-hermeneutics, and feminist theology, three ways 
Woman Wisdom suggests about how to live in the world today 
include thinking less dualistically, being more playful, and looking at 
creation through the eyes of wonder and awe. Class sessions will 
include an overview of the book of Proverbs; a detailed analysis of 
chapter 8:22-31; who or what is Woman Wisdom; how and why non-

dual thinking, playfulness, 
along with wonder and awe, 
are important for Creation 
care; and Woman Wisdom’s 
call to action for us today.�

Facilitator: Linda Cobb Ott 
Linda Cobb Ott recently 
began work as the director of 
the South Carolina Interfaith 
Power and Light (SCIPL), a 
part of a nationwide state 

affiliate organization. It inspired by diverse faith perspectives to 
respond to climate change and to care for the Earth and all its 
inhabitants by engaging people of faith to work together for a just 
and sustainable future.
Following a varied and rich professional life and retiring from 
twenty-year career with Hewlett-Packard as a corporate attorney, 
Linda found herself drawn to follow her dream to complete 
theological education. It was during that journey through theological 
education that she found a passion for understanding and helping 
others to understand the intersection of ecology and faith.

FBCD Missions: God’s Call—
Our Response
An in-depth look at 
FBCD mission 
endeavors through 
stories of faithfulness in 
responding to God's 
call in our community 
and globally. And 
asking where is God 
leading us now and 
what is our response?�

Facilitators: Ruby 
Langford and Devita Parnell 

Ruby Langford is the leader of Women on Mission, a teacher in
pre-school on Sunday mornings, and a clothing room volunteer. She 
has also served faithfully as a deacon and as a member of various 
FBCD committees. Ruby is a graduate of William Carey College.
Devita Parnell is the Young Baptist Ecosystem Manager for CBF, the 
pianist in Sanctuary Worship, and a first grade teacher on Sunday 
mornings,. A member of FBCD since 2008, Devita is currently serving 
on the Deacon Council. She received her MDiv degree from McAfee 
School of Theology at Mercer University.

FBU Kids
Preschoolers and grade-
schoolers will have their own 
FBU sessions each week. 
Details from our new Pastor 
for Children and Families, 
Kristen Koger, will follow. 
For more information on 
children’s programs at FBCD, 
email Kristen at kkoger@fbcdecatur.com .

Facilitators: Kristen Koger (Pastor KK) and Team 

FBU Youth
Youth from sixth to twelfth 
grade are invited to spend 
time growing in community. 
Details from our Pastor to 
Youth and Families, Billy 
Roberts, will follow soon. 
For more information on 
youth studies and activities 
at FBCD, email Billy at 
broberts@fbcdecatur.com .

Facilitator: Billy Roberts 
In S-320 (Youth Room, Sanctuary Bldg., third floor)
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