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Dear FBCD Family,

This month marks my last as interim pastor after 15 months 
of service. I thought I would take this opportunity to say a 
few closing words. 

First of all, thank you for calling me to serve as interim pastor. 
Your decision placed a lot of trust in me, and I have both val-
ued that trust and sought to make you glad that you extended 
it to me.

I am grateful for the many ways in which you have allowed 
me to serve as a true pastor. I have been invited into your 
homes, your classes, your lives, your hearts, and your prayers. 
When I have preached, you have listened closely. When I 
have sought to provide leadership, you have offered respectful 
attention. When I have visited you in the hospital, you have 
welcomed me. I am so grateful. 

All along I have sensed your prayers for me. I have sensed 
them in your demeanor, in your notes of support, and in that 
more mysterious way when I have felt God lifting me up on 
the prayers of the saints.

I have sought to offer as much vision and direction as is ap-
propriate for an interim pastor -- no more, no less. I have 
looked for various ways to strengthen the church and leave 
it in as strong a position as possible for the new pastor. And 
I have sought to offer faithful biblical preaching to feed you, 
my dear flock.  

I am so grateful to our deeply committed lay leaders and vol-
unteers who carry so much day to day responsibility around 
here, as well as our talented and committed church staff. I 
leave you in good hands with such leaders, as well as the per-
son we trust God will call to join us as senior pastor. 

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
Dr. David P. Gushee



I regret that I am unable to muster the time and energy to continue in my interim pastorate all the way until the new pastor is 
on hand. It became clear to me by September that I had better set an end date on my pastoral service, and that Christmas was 
the right time. My administrative responsibilities are growing both at Mercer and in my professional associations. My sense of 
weariness has been increasing. I knew that now was the time. I will continue to hold you in prayer during the end stages of the 
pastor search. 

People have been asking me whether I will stay in the church. I have decided to follow the standard Presbyterian policy of 
remaining entirely away from FBC Decatur for at least one year from the time of my departure, for ethical reasons outlined in 
this document available on our website: http://www.fbcdecatur.com/pastor-separation-ethics

My love for FBC Decatur remains great. I will always hold you in prayer and in my heart. Let’s now have a great Advent sea-
son. I will see you each Sunday this month. 

God bless you all,

Pastor David 
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D.E.A.M.	(Decatur-area	Emergency	Assistance	Ministry) is a ministry 
supported primarily by 22 area churches that seek to meet the emergency 
needs of the less fortunate in the community.

During the month of December, FBCD is collecting the following items 
to distribute to D.E.A.M. You may place these items in the bins located 
throughout the church.

•	 Grape or Cranberry Jelly
•	 Cans of Chunky Beef or Chicken Soup
•	 Cans of Mixed Vegetables
•	 Canned Pinto Beans
•	 Canned Cream-Style Corn
•	 Canned Pinapple
•	 1 lbs. packages of Yellow Rice
•	 Hamburger Helper
•	 Bar Soap
•	 Deodorant
•	 Toothpaste

Thank you for your help in giving toward this ministry!

D.E.A.M.
DECEMBER
2017



ADVENT	WORSHIP	EXPERIENCE
As we enter into the holiday and Advent season, we realize fully that the hustle and bustle that fills this time is not always 
something that we want or need. How can we find balance in our lives to make room for the mystery of Christmas? When we 
gather with the children for Godly Play and we hear the Advent stories, we are reminded that coming close to a mystery as big 
as Christmas means we need to take a long time to get ready. This time of getting ready is what we call Advent.

This year, we want to provide an opportunity for you to 
come close to God and for God to come close to you. On	
Wednesday	November	29,	December	6,	and	December	
13,	we	will	be	providing	an	intergenerational	worship	
experience	at	6:30	in	Carreker	Hall.	There will be some 
singing of familiar Advent songs, the reading of some 
Scripture, and a brief devotional thought. Then we will 
spend some time praying together in some interactive prayer 
stations. Our hope for these services is that you and your 
family can have a place to pause and reflect on the season 
ahead, and to find a time of peace and maybe a little quieter 
and stiller than the world around us provides in the holiday 
season. We also hope that we will be able to gather all ages 
together- from infant to senior adult- to prepare and get 
ready for Advent and Christmas

We will have childcare available for children 3 and younger, but we also invite you to bring your child- no matter what age she 
or he is- into the worship space with you. There will be movement and activities for all ages to engage in. However, if you think 
your child would benefit from being in the nursery rather than participate- that is okay too! You can make the decision that 
best fits your family. 

Join us as we get ready to come close to the mystery of Christmas!

UPDATE

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Rev. Kristen Koger
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CHRISTMAS	IN	BETHLEHEM
Did you know that this year, Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday? 
But it is also the fourth Sunday of Advent. It will be a busy 
day around these parts! On Christmas Eve morning during 
the Sunday School hour, our children ages 4 and up will all 
gather together for a Breakfast in Bethlehem! We will divide 
into groups and rotate between a food station, a bible story 
station, and a craft station. It will be like a mini, one-hour 
Christmas VBS! We hope that your children will join us on 
this day as we celebrate the arrival of the Christ child.
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GIVE	THE	GIFT	OF	CHILDCARE
“On the twelfth day of Christmas, my church, it asked of 
me- to volunteer with kids on Sunday.” OK- it doesn’t exactly 
rhyme. But, as we begin a new year we would love for you to 
help us provide care for the youngest among us on Sunday 
mornings! It takes 12 volunteers each week to provide care 
during our worship services for our children. And we need 
your help!

We are creating our first quarter schedule (January-March) 
right now! We have opportunities for you to work with littles 
ones and to sit and play and read with them, or to work with 
older children and guide them through a short lesson and 
craft that is provided for you. We have opportunities for both 
services! So, if you tend to worship at 11:15, come a little 
early and volunteer during the Fresh Start hour. Or, if you like 
to worship early, stick around after Sunday School and help 
us during our Sanctuary service. 

At FBCD, we believe that children should have as many 
connections with people in the congregation so that they 
can feel like they are a part of the larger Church. You can 
help them discover this by volunteering! You can commit 
to volunteer on a regular basis (like once a month) or 
volunteering once a quarter. Every little bit helps. 

If you have questions about what types of volunteer 
opportunities are available, or would like to sign up to 
volunteer in our worship care area, please contact Pastor 
Kristen at kkoger@fbcdecatur.com.

VOLUNTEER 
LUNCHEON

The church office could not function as efficiently and 
effectively as it does without our faithful volunteers. 
These women are here every week to answer the phones, 
give out information, take messages, greet the guests that 
come to the Welcome Center and a host of other respon-
sibilities. 

We also have two faithful substitute volunteers who help 
us in the afternoons - Mary Luckie, and Patricia Taylor. 
Now we need substitute volunteers for the morning hours 
of 9:00am-11:00am. If you are able to volunteer on an 
occasional morning when our regularly scheduled volun-
teer can’t be in the office, please call Nancy Baines at the 
church office at 404-373-1653.

(L-R)Volunteers Phillis Hinkle, and Nancy 
Ward, and Office Assistant Nancy Baines

(L-R) Volunteers Nancy Norman, Jan Jordan, 
Veronica Nash & Tiffiny Nash

Not pictured: Shelia Skinner, Gail Duke
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Damon Corn

Jill Rhodes

Joyce Garrett

Carla Standford

Jim Harrison

Will Swinson

Lou Ann Brown

Charlie Hunter

David Clark-Stuart

Jenny McCurdy

2018 DEACON CANDIDATES
After a prayerful process, including individual conversations with each candidate, 

the Deacon Nominating Committee presents the following people to the 
congregation for affirmation. If affirmed, these individuals will serve a three-year 

term beginning January 1, 2018.

The Congregational Vote for these Deacon Candidates will take place on 
December 3, 2017 after worship.



YEAR	END	GIVING	AT	FBCD
To be considered tax deductible for 2017, donations must 
be hand-delivered to the church by Sunday, December 31.  
They can be post-marked by Saturday, December 30, 2017, 
or donated securely online by the end of day December 31, 
2017. To give a gift, visit: fbcdecatur.com/giving

CONGREGATIONAL	MEETING
There will be a brief Congregational Meeting after each 
worship service on December 3rd. The meeting will have two 
action items: 1) Vote on the 2018 incoming Deacons; and 
2) Vote on a permanent Pastor to Young Adults. Please make 
plans to attend. Sunday School classes will still meet.

COMBINED	WORSHIP
There will be a combined worship service on December 10th 
at 11:15am in the Sanctuary. While there will be no Fresh 
Start service, Sunday School classes will still meet at 10:00am.

RECEPTION	FOR	DAVID	GUSHEE
We will be having a reception to honor Dr. David Gushee 
and to thank him for serving as our Interim Pastor for the 
past 14-months. Please join us after Christmas Music Sunday 
in Carreker Hall for a light meal and refreshments. 

CHRISTMAS	ON	CLAIREMONT
Sunday,	December	17th	at	7:00pm	in	the	Sanctuary. Make 
plans to join us for this legendary event benefitting DEAM. 
This year will feature Broadway lead in “Evita” and “Wicked,” 
Caroline Bowman, and Grammy Award-Winning tenor, 
Thomas Young!

CHRISTMAS	COOKIES	FOR	CHRISTMAS	ON	
CLAIREMONT
Following Christmas on Clairemont, FBCD will be hosting a 
reception in Carreker Hall with cookies and refreshments. We 
are asking our members to provide the Christmas Cookies. 
Sunday School Classes please promote each person bringing 
two dozen Christmas Cookies for this reception. Please 
drop them off Sunday morning in Carreker Hall the day of 
the event or the evening of the event. Thank you for your 
participation as we welcome people into our church home!

CHRISTMAS	EVE	CANDLELIGHT	SERVICE
You and your family are invited to join us for a special 
Christmas Eve service at 6:00pm on Sunday, December 24th 
in the Sanctuary. Come worship as we celebrate the coming of 
Jesus Christ!

CHURCH	OFFICE	CLOSED
The church officed will be closed from Monday, December 
25th through Monday, January 1st. Pastoral staff will be on 
call for emergencies. The office will resume normal hours on 
Tuesday, January 2, 2018.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sympathies

Our condolences to the family of Helen	King 
who passed away in November. You are all in our 

thoughts and prayers!
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Congregational 
Joys

Emilyn	Loo	Johnson came into this world at 
about 6:30 pm (EDT), November 15, 2017, 

born to Nathan and Theresa Bechdol Johnson. 
Melanie White and Gary Bechdol are the new 

grandparents. Everyone is doing great!



GENERAL CONTACT

Main	Office: 404-373-1653
First	School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular	Office	Hours:	
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

The office will be closed Monday, 
December 25 through Monday, 
January 1 in observance of Christmas 
and New Years.

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call the 
number below.

Pastor	on	Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon	on	Call:
December 4-10

– Eddie Campbell
December 11-17 

– Melinda McBride
December 18-24 

– Jan Pratt
December 25-31 

– Debra Pyron 

CONNECT
WITH US
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The	Church	History	Committee is seeking information from the congregation on some pieces of our collection.  
We would like you to tell us: who donated it, what is the significance, when was it in use in the church? Periodically, 
we will  show pictures of or describe various pieces with which we need your help, and we will publish any findings 
from previous months. If you have any information to contribute please contact any member of the history 
committee: Judy Neal (chair) 404-226-2476, Charles Cope, Mickey Goodson, Leslie Madden, Jenny McCurdy, and Todd 
Smith. 

To kick off our crowdsourcing series we have two pieces for your consideration:

PROVENANCE UNKNOWN

Case of dolls with international costumes. Wooden bench with red upholstery cushion.


