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Baptisms • NEW Interim Pastor for
Community Engagement • VBS Success
• 56ers Retreat • Wed. Nights • More!



WORKING OUT YOUR
SALVATION IN AUGUST
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David Jordan
Senior Pastor

Imagine the “work out” of the above verse 
to be an exercise routine. We know this to be 
a good thing that offers physical, mental, and 
emotional benefits. Good exercise is necessary 
for a healthy lifestyle. 

In the same way, we can exercise our minds 
and spirits, taking our faith seriously and spending time “working out” our salvation as if 
we were participating in an exercise class. In such a “class,” you would not be in fear and 
trembling. Instead, as your spirit became more “fit,” your awe and wonder would grow, your 
understanding would deepen, and your inquisitiveness would continue to expand. For this 
month, consider these spiritual exercises:   
 
View the world as a gift from God. 
Expect small miracles. 
Look for opportunities to show kindness. 
Smile. 
Recognize sacred moments. 
Notice colors. 
Feel the breeze. 
Learn something new. 
Sit in the shade and watch the world for five minutes without moving. 
Pray for a friend in need. 
Give thanks for that friend and for the gift of friendship. 
Keep on trying.

Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling... 
– Philippians 2:12



THE JOY OF BAPTISM

SHELLEY WOODRUFF:
OUR NEW FBCD INTERIM PASTOR 
FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

We are so thankful to officially welcome five new members 
through their baptisms the second Sunday of July: Jingbo Liu, 
Michelle Smith, DeeDee Smith, Adanna Smith, and Alysa Smith. 
For all of us witnessing this amazing sacrament, we were very much 
aware of God’s presence. Gathering at the front of the sanctuary, 
you shared in the joy, surrounding the baptistry and offering your 
physical and spiritual support for these very special new friends and 
sisters in the faith. 

Please continue to remember Michelle and her family in your 
prayers as she navigates significant health issues. And remain 
diligent in lifting Jingbo and her family up as she is returning to 
China while Clara and Charles remain here. 

Most of all, thanks be to God for the opportunity to have our 
lives woven together with theirs and with one another. What a gift 
it is to be together and to be working out our salvation by the grace 
and mercies of God.

I am very pleased to 
announce a new addition to 
our already amazing staff. Most 
of you know and love Shelley 
Woodruff. Shelley has already 
played very important roles at 
FBCD, preaching, teaching, 
retreat planning, offering vital 
insights, and providing an extra 
layer of excellent leadership. 
Now I am so thankful to 

share that she has agreed to become our new part-time “Interim Pastor for Community 
Engagement.” A position requiring 10-15 hours per week, this was unanimously 
and enthusiastically recommended by our Personnel Committee and affirmed and 
enthusiastically approved by our Finance Committee and our Deacons.

Shelly's role in this part-time and interim position, as with Paul Wallace and Bill Neal, 
will be an experiment for the next six months. She began officially July 14 and will be 
serving through the first week of January. We will evaluate the effectiveness of this position 
and will hope and plan to renew this position with Shelley in January of 2020 on into the 
future. 
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Our current staff structure has long 
assumed that people will come to us, 
and once they are here, our Pastor to 
Youth, Pastor to Children, Pastor to Adult 
Education, and Pastor to Senior Adults and 
Pastoral Care will minister to them. While 
we are fortunate to have a talented staff, 
each of whom is doing an excellent job in 
their area of expertise, our leadership has 
become increasingly aware of our need to be 
very intentional about outreach. This will be 
Shelley’s primary objective. 

Her focus will be connecting FBCD with 
community people and events, inviting new 
friends to engage with FBCD, welcoming 
those new friends into our fellowship, and 
assisting their transition into life at FBCD.

Welcome Shelley! We are thrilled and 
look forward to excellent days ahead!
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MINISTRY UPDATES

VBS: KINGDOM SAFARI
(From Pastor Kristen Koger)

HIGH PRAISE 
FOR VBS 2019!
(From Pastor
David Jordan)

As most of you already know, Vacation 
Bible School was a huge success! I want to 
offer particular thanks to a whole host of 
people, most of whom Kristen is already 
thanking in this issue. However, I would 
like to offer a special thank you and high 
compliments to Kristen. As our Pastor to 
Children and Families, she has been doing a 
terrific job, as this year’s VBS was especially 
complicated. Due to an unforeseen 
curriculum crisis, Kristen had to change 
course and order all new material just days 
before VBS was supposed to begin. 

Not only did she handle that stressful 
reality with grace and composure, but 
she provided a positive witness to our 
community. The reasons she had to make 
the hard decision to change were clearly 
stated and appropriately shared. We, and the 
community, are better for it. And a number 
of community parents were appreciative 
enough of our stance, that several 
commented to me and to others about how 
impressed they were with how we (read 
Kristen!) dealt with the situation in such a 
redemptive way. 

And the week itself was just simply 
fantastic. 

Kelsey Lewis, our Pastor to Youth and 
Families, also contributed significantly to 
our VBS week. She and our youth acted out 
each day’s theme through drama, then led 
us all in some great songs of faith along with 
some impressive dance moves!

I was so thankful and proud to be a part 
of such a fine and very meaningful week 
with a huge number of terrific children and 
volunteers. Well done all, and we are already 
looking forward to next year!

It’s been several days since we finished up this year’s Vacation Bible School, but still the 
songs are stuck in my head and decorations and memories from the week are seen around 
the church building. The second week of July, we welcomed 100 children and about 35 
adults to join us on our Kingdom Safari. Children spent the week learning about how their 
love H.E.L.P.S. others by: Healing Others’ Hurts, Encouraging Others, Lending a Hand, 
Praying for others, and Sacrificing for Others. We had a fantastic week as children heard 
Bible stories from Pastor David and Ms. Marie, played games with Mr. Matt, did crafts 
with Ms. Barbara, and created delicious snacks with Ms. Tracy. There were countless other 
volunteers who helped move kids from rotation to rotation, helped them get signed-in each 
day, or helped with A/V equipment and decorations. 

It was incredible to see the children (93% who don’t attend this church!) come in 
every day and get excited about what we would learn. A fantastic time was had by all who 
attended. A huge thank you to everyone who helped make VBS a fantastic success this year.

We are already talking about plans for VBS 2020 and hope to have our theme and dates 
announced by the end of October. We hope that even more of you will join us next year as 
we come together as a church family and a Decatur community to share the love of God 
with children who enter our doors.



WANT TO 
TEACH SUNDAY 
SCHOOL?

SUN., AUGUST 4, 2019
8:45AM & 11:15AM

56ERS RETREAT
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH

Did you know that it takes 12 people 
to help teach children’s Sunday School 
every week? We are looking for some 
willing and excited adults to help lead the 
following classes: 4’s & 5’s, 1st grade, 2-3rd 
grade, or 4th-5th grade. 

All teachers will be provided with 
materials needed to teach and will attend a 
teacher training on Saturday, September 7 at 
Smoke Rise Baptist. All teachers must also 
undergo a background check. 

If you would like more information on 
what teaching and shaping our children’s 
spiritual lives involves, please contact Pastor 
Kristen (kkoger@fbcdecatur.com).

On August 4, all students (Preschool through graduate school), teachers, faculty, staff, 
or anyone who works in the education field, are invited to bring their backpack or school 
bags to worship. In both services we will take time to bless this group of people as they 
begin a new school year. We hope you will join us for one of our favorite traditions at 
FBC Decatur. 

On the same day, any children and youth who will transition to a new Sunday School 
class will do so for the first time on this day! Parents, look for more information in our 
weekly children’s and youth emails so you know where your child will need to go the 
morning of August 4. We are looking forward to beginning a new Sunday School year!

In a few weeks, Pastors Kelsey and Kristen will travel with our 5th and 6th graders for 
the first ever “56 Retreat.” We wanted to have an event that allowed the newest members 
of the youth group to reconnect with friends that they spent their childhood years with in 
church. Moving up to the youth group is a big deal and an important transition, but can 
be a little intimidating. We do a good job of preparing our 5th graders for youth group, but 
any big transition like this requires intentionality. 

Our hope with this retreat is that it will allow the 5th graders to connect on a deeper 
level with their peers and friends so that the transition to youth group is a little easier and 
not as overwhelming for them. 

We will head out for a weekend in the North Georgia mountains with these students, 
spending time in fellowship, nature, and times of discussion. Our goal by the time we return 
to Decatur is that the students will not only know that they have friends who will greet 
them the next time they come to youth group, but that they will feel like they belong and 
have a seat amongst that larger group.
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We have a lot of new books in the library 
this month you might be interested in, 
including:

Picture Book
• Miss Fanshawe and the Great Dragon 

Adventure by Sue Scullard. Donated 
by Joyce Cotton.

Juvenile Fiction  
• The Whisperer by Greg Howard. 

Donated by our beloved Linda and 
Freddy Bailey.

Adult Fiction
• A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 

Towles. Recommended by several of 
our church members.

Adult Non-Fiction 
• Educated by Tara Westover. Donated 

by the Library Team in memory of 
Frank B. Graham, A.J. Moncrief, H. 
B. Carreker, Lucy Thompson, and 
Carrie Allen.

These are merely a fraction of all the 
books we have at the Allen Memorial 
Library. Be sure to swing by and visit!

Need a library card? You do not have to 
be a FBCD member to check out materials 
from the library. Getting a card is as easy as 
providing a few contact details. Be sure to 
swing by the library on Sunday and sign-up!

Jim Manley tells me that he has been an avid reader for his whole life. Like most of us, 
he used reading for business and for research for Sunday School. Now at this point in his 
life, he is thoroughly enjoying reading for fun, enjoyment, and relaxation. It is wonderful 
to be retired and to spend more leisure time just reading.

As I understand it, after our 80th birthday part in March, Jim's wife, Harriet, 
suggested that Jim check out our library here at the church for volumes he might enjoy 
reading. When he did, he found a treasure trove of books to keep him busy! 

Why don't you come by the library and see what all we have for adults to read or 
study? We order many new books for adults as well as for teens and children. Jim Manley 
has become my best customer, how about you?

See you in the library!

A WORD
FROM YOUR
LIBRARIAN
MARIE SHEPLEY

NEW BOOKS AT 
THE LIBRARY

OTHER FBCD NEWS

F B C  D E C A T U R

TANGLEWOOD  LODGE  AND

CABIN  CENTER  |  HELEN ,  GA

O C T .  1 1 - 1 3 ,  2 0 1 9

WOMEN 'S

RETREAT

B E C O M I N G  R O O T E D  I N  F A I T H ,

B O D Y ,  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y

F B C D E C A T U R . C O M

REG I S TRA T I ON  OPEN

AUG .  1 8 ,  20 1 9

*spaces limited
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT
KICKOFF PARTY
AUGUST 7, 2019

Join your church family for supper at 5:30pm on the first 
Wednesday of August. After dinner we will be presenting an overview 
of our fall programming, which will include a range of options 
from traditional Bible studies to Financial Peace University to 
visiting speakers to panel discussions featuring your favorite FBCD 
personalities. There's a lot more more, too, so be sure to NOT MISS 
dinner on August 7.

WEDNESDAYS
THIS FALL

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES /EVENTS

Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Sun., Aug. 4, 12:30pm, S-216
Young at Heart will have its monthly 
meeting at 12:30pm in S-216 following 
worship.

Churchwide Ol' Fashioned
Hymn Sing and Fundraiser
Sun. Aug. 11, 5:00pm in
Fellowship Hall
Do you love singing traditional hymns? 
Then you’re invited to a good ol’ 
fashioned hymn sing with Crandall 
Woodson and friends! And guess what? 
There will be FREE ice cream and 
cookies available afterward. This event is 
also a Young at Heart (YAH) fundraiser 
to provide partial scholarships to adults 
(50+) who may not be able to afford YAH 
events and trips. Donations will be taken 
at the door.

Women on Mission
Tues., Aug. 13, 10:30am in S-216
The Women on Mission will have their 
monthly meeting on Aug. 13. All are 
welcome to attend!

Young at Heart and FBCD at the 
Gwinnett Striper's
Tues., Aug. 13, 4:00pm-11:00pm
YAH is going to see the Gwinnett 
Stripers for a good ol' fashioned baseball 
game! (This is a rescheduled event from 

June 18. Previously purchased tickets 
are still valid. See Joyce Garrett with 
questions or if you're interested in 
attending –some tickets still available).

Deacon's Meeting
Tues. Aug. 20, 7:00pm in S-304
The deacons will have their monthly 
meeting in at 7:00pm.

YAH Cyclorama Tour
Thurs. Aug. 22, 9:00am
Join Young at Heart as they tour the 
Cyclorama and Atlanta History Center. 
The group will leave the church at 
9:00am and stop for lunch at Athens 
Pizza following the tour. Cost $16 plus 
meal. Sign-up by 8/14 in the Welcome 
Center.

Decatur Book Festival
Aug. 31 - Sept. 1, 2019
We're honored to help host numerous 
authors/speakers for this year's Decatur 
Book Festival again! We will need an 
army of volunteers to lend their time 
engaging with our local community that 
weekend. Keep your eyes on the church 
website for details.

Combined Worship
Sun., Sept. 1, 10:30am, Fellowship 
Hall
Due to the Decatur Book Festival, 
we'll be having combined worship in 
Fellowship Hall. Sunday School begins 
at 9:15am. Worship at 10:30am.

Have something you would like 
included in the monthly newsletter?
The deadline is the 15th of each month 
prior to publication. Please have all 
materials submitted to Matt Snyder 
at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com by the 
deadline. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted. Thanks!

Receive WEEKLY Newsletters!
Did you know you could receive a 
newsletter update every week from First 
Baptist Decatur? These communications 
are sent via email each Tuesday. Simply 
go to fbcdecatur.com/subscribe to 
sign-up!
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

PASTOR ON CALL

Weekdays: 404-373-1653 
Weekends: 470-202-8622

BUDGET OFFERINGS

Through July 21, 2019

Offerings Received MTD  ......................... $49,625
Offerings YTD  ....................................... $534,561
Budget YTD  .......................................... $585,713
Budget YTD Ahead/(Behind)  ..............  ($51,154) 

Special Missions Offering  ..........................$12,169
Benevolence Offerings  .............................. $10,488

**Consider making a reoccurring gift by signing up at fbcdecatur.com/giving
or by calling 404-373-1653.

No gift is too small!

GIVING
AT FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF DECATUR

GIVE ONLINE
If you call FBCD your faith community, 
we ask that you pray about giving 
financially to support, strengthen, and 
grow our ministries. You can give online 
by visiting: fbcdecatur.com/giving


