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WORDS FROM
DR. DAVID JORDAN

SUMMER OF THE 
SPIRIT: IN CONCLUSION

O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |
  A

U
G

U
S

T
 2

0
18

I hope you have enjoyed our 
summertime series of combined 
worship services over these last 
two months. What an adventure 
it has been, from the remarkable 
music, to the fine spirit, to the 
good attendance … along with the 
pleasure of journeying together 
through the first sixteen chapters of 
The Acts of the Apostles. A number 
of you have commented on how 
much it has meant to share in this 
steady journey each week through 
one book of the New Testament. 
I have truly enjoyed this weekly 
investigation as well.

This walk through the scriptures 
along with the creativity and talent 
of our Music Ministry has been a 
great gift. Every Sunday has been 
a new opportunity to explore, not 
only what the Spirit was doing then 
and still might be doing now, but 
also to bask in an exciting variety of 
musical styles. 

Finally, we also benefitted from 
Moments of Missions Education 
during seven of our nine Sundays. 
Our hope was to offer our entire 
congregation the chance to 
hear about some of the many 
tremendous ministries our church 
is actively involved in. Everything 
from our Farmer’s Market that 
meets on the front lawn of the 
sanctuary each Wednesday and 
Sunday, to Decatur Cooperative 
Ministries, to learning about 
missionaries from our church 
to other places like Africa and 
Macedonia. 

Together, each of these elements 
of Music, Bible Study and Missions 
Education, has added a vital 
exclamation point on the work of 
God’s Spirit in our midst. 

Thanks to each of you for your 
role in the success of these last nine 
weeks!

A SURVEY TO HELP US 
IMPROVE

As we conclude our One 
Worship experiences, our journey 
through Acts, and our Summer of 
the Spirit experiment, please take 
a moment of offer some feedback 
on how you felt about our Summer 
Services. Both online and in written 
form, Matt Snyder, our Director 
of Communications and Pastor to 
Young Adults, will be providing a 
brief survey for you to express your 
thoughts and feedback. Please see 
this survey as an opportunity to 
make us better at one of the many 
ministry tasks we have each week. 
Providing the most meaningful, 
inspiring, and positive worship 
experiences for as many as possible 
is our goal as a Ministry Team. 
Your words of encouragement 
and constructive insights can help 
us to be better at all that we are 
attempting to accomplish. 
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When these words of scripture 
were first recorded, probably around 
the early 60’s A.D., Paul was a 
prisoner in Rome. Paul had been 
arrested in Jerusalem (Acts 22:22-
25), transferred to Caesarea on the 
coast, appealed for hearing before 
Caesar in Rome, and, as a Roman 
citizen, was granted his entitled 
request (Acts 25:11-12). 

Roman policy required Paul to 
rent, at his own expense, a small 
apartment in that famous, imperial 
city (Acts 28:30). It likely stood 
adjacent to the Palatine Hill, 
close to the headquarters of the 
Praetorian Guard, which consisted 
of the best trained and most trusted 
of Caesar’s private army. They 
protected the emperor, provided 
crowd control, and watched over 
important prisoners. 

Apparently, the prisoner policy 
that applied to Paul was to have 
a guard in his private apartment 
watching over him at all times, and 
perhaps, some say, even chained to 
him (Acts 28:16, 20). With each 
shift, a new soldier would enter 

the apartment, change places with 
the former guard, and take their 
position next to Paul. It was not 
that Paul was considered dangerous; 
in fact, he was allowed numerous 
visitors, though all conversations 
were probably monitored by the 
guard (Acts 28:30-31). This made 
for wise Roman policy because it 
served as implicit censorship of 
potentially seditious conversations 
while still demonstrating a measure 
of benevolence toward the prisoner 
and his friends. 

It also made for a glad paradox. 
While Paul spoke to friends and 
foes alike about Jesus, soldiers 
connected to the Praetorian Guard 
perhaps overheard his testimony. 
For, according to scripture, his 

“imprisonment in the cause of 
Christ has become well known 
throughout the entire Praetorian 
Guard and everyone else” (Phil. 
1:12-13). Further, the new faith 
even infiltrated the confines of 
Palatine Hill and the residence of 
Nero, himself. Whether carried by 
these soldiers or by others newly 
converted to the faith, we still hear 
the far-reaching implications of 
these fascinating words: “All the 
saints greet you, especially those of 
Caesar’s household.”

What a great story it is. And 
what a privilege to live out this 
grand faith today, even as the Sprit 
continues to move, challenge and 
inspire. Let us be ready, willing and 
full participants! •

A TRANSITION FROM ACTS TO THE REST OF THE STORY
Our journey through Acts ended last week with Paul, Timothy, Silas and Luke entering Macedonia. They found 

themselves in a fascinating city called Philippi. And it was there they came upon the woman we celebrated last 
week, Lydia. She offered her home there in Philippi, as the place for the first church on European soil to meet. So 
we conclude our journey though Acts, let’s listen in our part of a conversation that Paul has with those people in 
that church that he dearly loved. And from this one verse to those early believers in Philippi, let us imagine some 
of the rest of the story from the rest of the book of Acts and the Early Church. The scripture notes I provide offer 
reference points through Acts for you to follow along and complete the journey …

All the saints greet you, especially those of 
Caesar’s household.

– Philippians 4:2

THE SPIRIT 
AT WORK, 
THEN AND 
NOW
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WORDS FROM
REV. KRISTEN KOGER

10 POUNDS OF BACON 
AND A ZIPLINE

Summers in churches bring 
different rhythms than the 
school year. Families are traveling 
for vacation; there are more 
“spontaneous” activities that 
happen at church; and even though 
school isn’t in session, somehow 
the summer can feel a little more 
chaotic than the school year 
because the routine is different. 
But sometimes different is good, 
because it allows you to encounter 
God in different ways and to grow 
in relationships in ways that the 
routine of the school year may not 
allow. I am usually ready for a break 
from the routine when summer 
arrives, but by the time school starts 
back up, I am ready for the routine 
to return. 

If you were to put last summer 
and this summer side by side, they 
could not be any more different for 
me. Last summer, I was brand new 
to Georgia and to FBCD. I didn’t 

know many of our church family, 
and y’all were still getting to know 
me. I knew how to get very few 
places in Atlanta and still couldn’t 
figure out how to get everywhere I 
needed to in the church building. 
This summer, however, I feel totally 
different. I know so many of you 
better than I did a year ago, and I 
hope you’ve gotten to know me. I’m 
still figuring my way around Atlanta 
and the church building, but I feel 
way more at home than I did a year 
ago. 

This summer was also very 
different for me when it came to 
church programs. Last summer 
was spent getting to know the 
church and how to do my job. 
This summer was about deepening 
relationships with the people I 
have come to love. In June, I had 
the opportunity to go to the beach 
with our youth for their annual 
Beach Retreat. I went as the cook 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
PROMOTION DAY!

for the week- and I had a BLAST! Even though I 
wasn’t leading one of the small groups, I got to know 
our youth while I was sautéing chicken, or cooking 
(10 pounds of ) bacon, or mixing mac and cheese 
together. We took walks on the beach during free time 
and in the evening, and I was able to get to know our 
incredible students so much better. I drove 4 high 
school girls to the retreat and caught a glimpse of what 
it is like to be a teenager in today’s world. I’m not that 
much older than some of these students, but life is SO 
much different now than when I was in high school. 
While the main focus of my job is with children 
and families, spending the week with these students 
will help me be a better pastor to our children and 
families. After spending a week with them, I have a 
better idea of how to support and prepare our children 
and parents as they grow up, before they enter youth 
group. 

In July, I took thirteen 3rd-5th grade children to 
camp. This was the largest group of kids we’ve taken to 
camp in a long time! Thanks to the brave chaperones 
and fantastic kids, we had an incredible week. The 
children spent their days in bible study and worship, 
but also spent a big chunk of time climbing up rope 
ladders to go down the zipline, playing Gaga Ball, and 
climbing the rock wall. Our children did a fantastic 
job cheering each other on as we conquered our 
fears and took leaps of faith (literally off of telephone 
poles). We learned what it looks like to do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God. As we debriefed 
every night in group devotions, we shared our “highs 
and lows” from each day. I’m pleased to say that none 

of the lows were “this is the worst; I want to go home.” It 
was amazing to watch our kids build relationships with 
children from other churches and to have some really 
good, meaningful conversations with each other and adults 
from the other groups we were with. We all came home 
tired, sweaty, and closer to each other and to God. We 
can’t wait to go back next year!

I am grateful that I had both of these experiences this 
summer and for a change in the routine. I am thankful 
for the conversations and experiences I had with our 
children and youth this summer. As you are reading this, 
our children, youth and teachers are getting ready for a 
new school year and the return of the routine. Hopefully 
the relationships that formed over 10 pounds of bacon 
or while flying down the zipline will continue to grow as 
we begin this new school year, and the things we learned 
about each other and ourselves will be carried with us as 
we get back to “normal.” •

Join us on SUNDAY, AUGUST 5th as we begin a new year of 
Sunday School in our children and youth departments! Any children 
who will be moving up to new classes will do so on this day. We will 
share more information through our children’s ministry newsletter, 
but for now here is the upcoming grouping of classes and our 
teacher needs:

• Infants: Paid workers
• One Year Olds: Ruby Langford and Dot Wood
• Two’s and Three’s: Mary Beth Lively and Charlotte Patton
• Four’s and Five’s: 2 TEACHERS NEEDED
• 1st-3rd Grade: 2-3 TEACHERS NEEDED
• 4th-5th grade: Michelle Morris and Carla Stanford 
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YOUTH & 
FAMILIES POOL 
PARTY! // 
AUGUST 5TH

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

BLESSING OF THE 
BACKPACKS // AUGUST 5TH

Last year, we introduced a new tradition to our 
students and teachers at the start of the school year. 
We offered a blessing of the backpacks and will 
be doing that again on August 5th! We invite all 
students (no matter if you’re in preschool or graduate 
school or anything in between) and teachers or other 
school staff to bring their backpacks or school bags 
to church. In both worship services, we will offer the 
opportunity for our students and teachers to stand 
and we will bless them and their school year. We 
will also have a luggage tag to give each person that 
they can hang on their school bag and be reminded 
throughout the year that they are loved and prayed 
for by our church family. 

Does going back to school have you down? Do 
you want one last opportunity to let your hair 
down and enjoy all that's left of the summer vibe? 
Our youth ministry is throwing a pool party at 
Ebster Pools in Decatur on Sunday, August 5th 
from 6:30-8:30pm. Children, youth, and their 
families are invited! 

Lord, allow us to claim glad kinship with those who have gone before. And let 
us see ourselves equal to the task that lies before us. We are no different than they 
were. You have saved us equally well, graced us with the same good news, joined 
us to the same grand company of saints, and strengthened us with the same 
faith that fortified their lives. Now, Lord, we pray for your power this August to 
instill in us the same blessed courage to live for your glory and to testify for your 
kingdom. Amen.
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VOLUNTEER 
AT THE 
DECATUR BOOK 
FESTIVAL!

WEDNEDSAY BIBLE STUDY

CDC MUSEUM TOUR

YAH APPLE TRIP - OCT. 25

AUGUST 1 // The Wednesday Bible Study led by Margie Williamson is 
back! Join us in room S-206 from 4:00-5:00pm each Wednesday for in-
depth Bible study and fellowship. 

AUGUST 16th // All are invited to join YAH for a tour of the CDC 
Museum on August 16th beginning at 10:00am. The bus will leave the 
church at 9:15am and the group will be stopping for lunch at Athens 
Pizza after the tour (cost of lunch not included). If you’re interested in 
going, you must sign up by calling the front office (404-373-1653) no later 
than August 6th due to CDC security protocols.

October 25th // Each year, Young at Heart (YAH), one of our senior 
adult fellowship groups, makes a fun-filled day trip to a North Georgia 
apple orchard. It has quickly become the desire of every single one of our 
staff members to travel with them! All are invited, but be sure to save the 
date on your calendar. More details will be released as the date gets closer!

Seniors are a vital part of the life and ministry at First Baptist Decatur! If 
you're new(er) to the church and looking to get plugged in with our senior 
adult ministry, the following are some opportunities to get engaged: First Baptist Church Decatur will 

host attendees for the 13th AJC 
Decatur Book Festival (DBF) 
on September 1-2 (Labor Day 
weekend). We have been a book 
festival venue since 2009 and are 
delighted to again partner with our 
community and welcome hundreds 
of folks to our campus.

Volunteers will cover a variety 
of venue support tasks in the 
sanctuary and Carreker Hall, have 
the opportunity to mingle with 
interesting authors, and receive a 
Decatur Book Festival t-shirt!  

Volunteer positions include: Author 
Talk/Venue Support and Volunteer 
Check-in.

If you're interested in signing up 
to be a Book Festival Volunteer, 
please visit our website at 
fbcdecatur.com/newsandevents. 

For questions about FBCD’s 
participation, contact Debra Pyron 
at dmp1331@aol.com or 404-202-
1037.

SENIOR ADULT
MINISTRY UPDATE

O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |  A
U

G
U

S
T

 2
0

18



O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |
  A

U
G

U
S

T
  2

0
18

WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS

AT FBCD

AUGUST 8, 2018 – Our Wednesday night 
programming kicks off on August 8th at 6:30pm. 
We’re calling it the “Wednesday Night Collective,” a 
community gathering of varied interests and passions 
which all, in their own respects, reflect the creativity 
and beauty of God.

Here is a list of upcoming opportunities within the 
Wednesday Night Collective:

• A Cosmic Character Sketch: Science, the 
Bible, and Everything (Paul Wallace)
• Farm to Faith (led by the Decatur Farmer’s 
Market)
• Financial Peace University (led by the Matt 
Visser; begins September 12th)
• FBCD Kids (Kristen Koger)
• FBCD Youth (Kelsey Lewis)
• Sanctuary Choir (Kathryn Hartgrove)
• Yoga (Jotholyn Mason)

More information about these offerings can be found 
on our website at fbcdecatur.com/wednesday

Our Staff and Deacons have been working 
diligently with me to formulate a long range vision 
for our congregation. On three consecutive Sundays, 
August 5, 12 and 19, we will be sharing together our 
emerging hopes and dreams for First Baptist Decatur 
for the coming five years.

 We are calling it: Seven Principles for an Engaging 
Church: iWeTHEE.

We will strive to be a church that is:
• Inviting
• Welcoming
• Evangelizing
• Transforming
• Helping
• Encouraging
• Engaging

Each principle carries with it a healthy range of 
planning, initiatives and goals that we pray will guide 
us well over the coming months together. I am excited 
about what our church leadership is offering. And I 
look forward to a faithful journey, working together 
on this holy ground of congregational life, learning 
each day how to love and be loved in the name of 
Jesus. 

– David Jordan

Financial Peace University
Beginning September 12th
Learn more at fbcdecatur.com
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announcements
the latest news, events, and updates from the FBCD community

Wednesday Night Kickoff Party
We will have a Wednesday Night Kickoff Party on 
Wednesday, August 1st! Dinner will be at 5:30pm 
in Carreker Hall followed by a special look at our 
Wednesday night programming for the Fall. 

Fresh Start and Sanctuary Services Return!
Our Fresh Start service (8:45am) and Sanctuary 
Service (11:15am) will return on August 5th!

FREE Marriage Enrichment Class
Monique Wischusen, Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist and Director of the Verdery Counseling 
Center at  FBCD, will be offering a Free 6-Week 
Marriage Enrichment Course for couples starting 
August 5th - September 9th, at 10:00 - 11:00am in 
Room E206. For questions, please contact Monique at 
404-369-1041.

Young at Heart Guided Tour of the CDC Museum
All are invited to join YAH for a tour of the CDC 
Museum on August 16th beginning at 10:00am. If 
you’re interested in going, you must sign up in the 
front office no later than August 6th due to CDC 
security protocols. The group will be stopping for 
lunch at Athens Pizza after the tour. 

Wednesday Night Programming Begins
Our Wednesday night programming officially begins 
on August 8th at 6:30pm. For a list of upcoming 
offerings in the collective, see the previous page or visit 
fbcdecatur.com

Young Professionals Community Group
The YoPro Community Group will be meeting on 
August 9th and 23rd from 7:30-9:00pm. The group 
is for those who are in their professionals studies or 
the earlier parts of their career journeys. If you know 
anybody interested, have them contact Matt Snyder at 
msnyder@fbcdecatur.com

Women on Mission
The Women on Mission meets for their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, August 14th beginning at 
10:30am in S-216.

Gathering of Remembrance for
Christina Fincher McCready
There will be a small gathering of remembrance 
for Christina Fincher McCready on Wednesday, 
August 15th from 6:30-8:00pm in the Parlor. Jim 
McCready will be there leading this informal time of 
remembrance.

First School Tour
Any parents interested in First School are invited to 
an informational tour on Thursday, August 30th at 
8:00am. No registration is necessary!

Ovations Concert – August 12
FLIP, the Freeman Lyric Intensive Program, will be 
presenting a concert on August 12th at 3:00pm in 
the sanctuary as part of the Ovations Concert Series.  
Please come support these young opera singers as they 
present a concert of arias!

Ovations Concert – September 9th
Featuring Gretchen Windt, mezzo-soprano

Ovations Concert – October 14th
Featuring Samuel Ferreira, baritone

Dinner and a Show – October 27th
Mark your calendars for this Rogers and Hammerstein 
spectacular! 

Christmas on Clairemont – December 16th
Back for the third year, this musical special never fails 
to disappoint!

FALL 
MUSIC 
EVENTS
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

GIVE ONLINE

Want to give your 
financial gift online? Scan 
the QR code or visit 
fbcdecatur.com/giving

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call one 
of the numbers below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon on Call:
July 30 - August 5 

– David Tyler 
August 6 - 12 

– Christina Vanzant
August 13 - 19  

– Kevin Benefield
August 20 - 26

– Dottie Aiken 
August 27 - Sept. 2

– Cecil Cannon

AUGUST 2018 - Join us for dinner on Wednesday 
nights from 5:30-6:15pm. Meals are $7 per person.

Wednesday, August 1st
Pulled Pork BBQ on a bun, Potato Salad, Baked 
Beans, Cole Slaw, and Cookies

Wednesday, August 8th
General Tso's Chicken, Fried Rice, Asian Stir-fried 
Vegetables, Salad Bar, Yeast Rolls, and Apple Pie

Wednesday, August 15th
Salisbury Steak, Baked Potatoes, Green Beans, Salad 
Bar, Yeast Rolls, Chocolate Cake

Wednesday, August 22nd
Fried Pork Chops, Mac 'n Cheese, Cabbage, Salad 
Bar, Yeast Rolls, Strawberry Shortcake

Wednesday, August 29th
Meat Loaf, Mashed Potatoes, Field Peas, Salad Bar, 
Yeast Rolls, Pineapple Upside-Down Cake

FBCD Meals Together


