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David Jordan
Senior Pastor

Confession is good for the soul. Here, right in the middle of our Bible, is a voice of 
compelling honesty and eternal relevance. The words remind us of a pulsating world of 
tempting possibilities and “sleek bodies.” It is as if the Psalmist is watching one of our 
modern sensual commercials.  

Everywhere we turn, there are good-looking models driving, swimming, drinking, and 
using whatever the marketers want us to believe will make our lives meaningful. If we 
purchase what they are peddling, our existence will be complete. If only.

But with biblical wisdom comes complete, holy honesty. As the writer of the above 
scripture testifies: “my steps nearly slipped” (73:2). He, like us, was gravely tempted to 
believe that the kind of lifestyle he witnessed in these manufactured scenes of contentment 
and artificial constructs of easy living represented reality. The lovely faces and happy smiles 
came close to tricking him into believing that what he saw constituted an attainable goal 
that he (and we) somehow deserved.

The billions of dollars Madison Avenue marketers spend to study how we think and what 
makes us respond positively to manipulative stimuli has been, for them, money well-spent.  
But Psalm 73 awakens us again to the truth: there is more to a meaningful life than the 
inauthentic constructs of media campaigns. Nor is it necessary for us to look at others with 
envy.  Instead, there is a time-tested remedy. And it was the saving grace for the psalmist 
almost taken in by the seductive world of the rich and famous.

“...I went to the sanctuary of God...” (73:17). He doesn’t say what he did there. His 
awakened perspective comes, according to the psalm, by simply being there, in the presence 
of others struggling with similar circumstances, real insufficiencies, understandable anxieties, 
and natural uncertainties.  Perhaps it was the very nature of this community of fellow 
strugglers, this place of refreshing truth, that brought insight back to his sight.

Too often, what we see is not what we get. And what we want is not even close to what 
we need. Like the psalmist, going to church and being with others in a shared space of 
honesty and open appraisal is a redemptive opportunity that returns us to ourselves and 
realigns us with what is holy. Probably, this is why Luke makes certain we remember this 
about Jesus: “...he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom...” (Luke 
4:16). If it was good enough for the psalmist — and for Jesus — it is for us. Let us go to 
church and, in doing so, bring with our presence an openness to truth and an honesty about 
our condition.  

We then are prepared for new perspectives on reality, solid commitment to truth – and 
the vast, sacred mystery of Easter Resurrection. I look forward to being with you in all of 
God’s good work!

“Something wonderful happens when you plant a seed.” —Wangari Maathai

As for me, my feet had almost stumbled; my steps had nearly slipped. For I was 
envious of the arrogant; I saw the prosperity of the wicked. For they have no 
pain; their bodies are sound and sleek... when I thought how to understand this, it 
seemed to me a wearisome task, until I went into the sanctuary of God ... 
– Psalm 73:1-4; 16-17b



VISION 2020:
CARING FOR OUR PEOPLE; 
ENHANCING OUR SUSTAINABILITY; 
ENGAGING OUR COMMUNITY
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The Sunday after Easter, I look forward to sharing with you a suggested strategic plan for 
our future. Our Deacons have been sharing in key initiatives we are calling “Vision 2020.” 
This vision includes these three categories:

• Caring for Our People
• Enhancing Our Sustainability
• Engaging Our Community

For three Sunday mornings, April 28, May 5, and May 12, we plan to offer significant 
details for what Vision 2020 entails. Our journey began initially at our 2019 Deacon 
Planning Retreat in January. We have continued to tweak and add ideas; I’m also grateful 
to Ronnie Jowers, Craig Taylor, Dilshad Premji, and Matt Snyder for their assistance and 
helpful wisdom. Together, along with many others, we have been working diligently to craft 
a multi-pronged, responsible, and bold approach that I hope will provide great possibilities 
for First Baptist and Decatur communities on multiple fronts. 

Care for Our People: We want to expand how we share in our joys and difficulties, how 
we deepen honest efforts at growing in our biblical understanding, how we care for one 
another in sensitive times, as well as times of celebration. We also want to be bold in how we 
continue to nurture faith, connect to culture and educate ourselves on vital issues.

Enhance Our Sustainability: We plan to embark upon an exciting, yet long overdue 
effort at energy efficiency in our building. Already, we have begun to instigate green 
initiatives throughout our congregational life (like the composting food and dishes we began 
on Wednesday nights and throughout our First School – thanks Harriet and Stephen!) They 
are conscientiously and proactively leading us to care more effectively for God’s World. 
Further, installing solar panels and converting a considerable amount of our energy usage to 
solar power is a significant part of this Vision 2020 sustainability goal. We are in the process 
of developing responsible and very attainable plans (with significant thanks to the guidance 
and wisdom of Ronnie Jowers, Quentin Pirkle and Craig Taylor!) to make these hopes and 
dreams a reality within the next five years. 

Engaging Our Community: We hope to deepen our commitments to our Decatur 
neighborhood. We plan to expand our support and involvement in community endeavors, 
as well as to expand connections and build additional bridges to worthy people and 
organizations in our exciting Decatur area.

I look forward to sharing more details in the coming days. For now, as we continue our 
Lenten journey that guides us toward Easter, I am so very thankful to be with you in the 
good work and exciting days ahead!

  
Gratefully,
David
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We are excited about VBS 2019: Roar! Life is wild, but God is good! We want to make 
sure you are staying informed about all the things related to VBS. You can pre-register and 
sign up to be added to our VBS mailing list so you don’t miss out on any information. There 
will be sneak peeks of the program, some giveaways, and you’ll be the first to know when 
registration officially opens!

So check out our website to get plugged in! fbcdecatur.com/vbs

It is time for us to start recruiting Vacation Bible School volunteers! We need a lot of 
help to make VBS a success and would love for you to be a part of it! We have opportunities 
for everyone: for people who love kids and want to help lead during the week;  people who 
love to welcome others to our church; or people who like to be creative and crafty to make 
decorations; or people who like to remain behind the scenes.

 Here are the areas we are looking for help:

• A VBS Director (will work with Pastor Kristen to make VBS amazing!)
• Decoration Team (Great if you are creative and love making things!)
• Registration helper (You will help sign kids in and/or out each day)
• Celebration and Music leaders (Help us get the day started right!)
• Bible Story teller
• Crafts/Imagination Station leaders
• Snack leaders
• Recreation leaders
• Mission leaders
• Crew leaders (will escort children to each rotation and assist rotation leaders as 

needed)
• Preschool leaders (for children of VBS volunteers)
• Nursery care leaders (for children of VBS volunteers)
• Photographers (to help us document the week)

If you are available to help with Vacation Bible School, please contact Pastor Kristen or 
visit fbcdecatur.com/vbs to sign up to be a volunteer. 

There will be a volunteer training event on Sunday, June 30th following worship. 

Join us on Saturday, April 13th for a full 
day of activities! Below is a list of things 
happening that day and a schedule. Check 
out our website at fbcdecatur.com/news for 
more details about the day.

• The Decatur Farmers’ Market will 
open for the season from 9am-
1pm! Come check out our favorite 
farmers, foods and artisans! Play 
with some precious bunnies from 
the House Bunny Rescue; try a taste 
of the market at our educational 
tent; enjoy music with the Frank 
Hamilton School; and join us for 
the ribbon cutting at 10am! Check 
out www.cfmatl.com for more 
information. 

• Following the ribbon cutting, we 
will dedicate four new American 
Chestnut trees that are being 
planted on our property. You 
may remember that we have to 
take down two trees last year that 
were old and rotting. These new 
American Chestnut trees are taking 
their place! Join us as we dedicate 
and celebrate the addition of these 
beautiful trees to our campus.

• At 10:30am, join our community 
and the Decatur Business 
Association for the Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt! We will have music, 
prizes, an Easter Bunny, a photo 
booth, and an Egg hunt! Come help 
welcome the community of Decatur 
to our front lawn for this huge 
community event!

PRE-REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL

SATURDAY
APRIL 13

NEWS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ASH 
WEDNESDAY

THANK YOU
FROM LIBRARY

ORDER YOUR
EASTER LILIES

Thank you to all who joined us for our 
Ash Wednesday service this year. It was 
deeply meaningful, reflective, and impactful 
for all in attendance. We pray you make 
plans to join us for all of our Holy Week 
activities!

Our 80th birthday celebration is over and we loved the wonderful 
response that we had from members of FBCD as well as from family 
and friends. We hope after seeing our beautiful facility, all of you will 
be encouraged to come in, browse, read awhile, and check out some 
books. If you do not have a library card, we will be glad to help you 
out. It is a very simple process!

Also keep the library in mind for an outing for your children and 
grandchildren during the summer months. Summer hours will be 
posted in the May Outlook. 

– Marie Shepley, Librarian

It's that time of year again! March 31 through April 14 you are 
invited to purchase Easter lilies in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. They are $10 a piece and the proceeds will go directly to the 
Special Missions fund.

Lilies will be placed in Sanctuary worship on Easter morning, 
April 21. 

To make an order, please use the forms available in the front office 
or included in your worship folder on Sunday mornings.

You may pick up your lilies following worship on April 21.
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HOLY WEEK AT
FIRST BAPTIST DECATUR
SUNDAY | APRIL 14

Palm Sunday Services

8:45am / 11:15am

MON - FRI | APRIL 15-19

Chapel Services at 

Decatur First United 

Methodist Church

12:00-1:00pm

To learn more about Holy Week at FBCD, visit: fbcdecatur.com/easter

WEDNESDAY | APRIL 17

No Wednesday Dinner

No Wednesday Activities

FRIDAY | APRIL 19

Good Friday Service

7:30pm, Sanctuary

SUNDAY | APRIL 21

Easter Sunday Services

8:45am / 11:15am
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APRIL 7
"O Lord, It's Hard to Be Humble"
Luke 19:1-10
Dr. David Jordan

APRIL 21
"Wonder from the Rising Son"
Luke 24:1-12
Dr. David Jordan

APRIL 14
"All is Not What It Seems"
Luke 19:28-40
Dr. David Jordan

APRIL 28
"Vision 2020: Caring for Our 
People"
Dr. David Jordan

We have a lot of new books in the library 
this month you might be interested in, 
including:

Picture Book
• People Don't Bite People by Lisa 

Wheeler. Fun look at why children 
should use their teeth for biting 
food, not friends or relatives.

Juvenile Fiction  
• Serafina and the Black Cloak by 

Robert Beatty.  A magical story set 
in Asheville, N.C. by an Asheville 
native. The series (three so far) was 
donated by Linda and Freddy Bailey 
who have given the library so many 
wonderful books over the years.

Adult Fiction
• The Underground Railroad by 

Colson Whitehead.  A National 
Book Award Winner that chronicles 
a young slave's adventures as she 
makes a desperate bid for freedom 
on the Underground Railroad.  
Donated by our own Bill Neal.

Adult Non-Fiction 
• The Gifts of the Jews: How a Tribe 

of Desert Nomads Changed the Way 
Everyone Thinks and Feels by Thomas 
Cahill.  One of the books on the 
reading list compiled by David 
Jordan for those considering going 
on the Holy Land trip next year.

These are merely a fraction of all the 
books we have at the Allen Memorial 
Library. Be sure to swing by and visit!

NEW! 
THIS 
MONTH 
AT THE 
FBCD 
LIBRARY

Dr. Paul Wallace, our Interim Pastor 
for Adult Education, has a lot planned 
for us this coming month! These include:

• (3/20 - 4/10) Bible Study Series: 
"The Wilderness Stories."

• (4/24) TBD
Other opportunities will include: 

FBCD Kids, Youth Cafe, Sanctuary 
Choir, Gentle Yoga (5:00pm), and 
Candlelight Yoga and Meditation flow 
(6:30pm).

Note: There will be no dinner nor 
activities on Wednesday, April 17.

More information on these classes 
can be found at fbcdecatur.com/
wednesday. 

WED. NIGHTS

APRIL
2019

FBCD
ORIENTATION

DINNER AND
A SHOW

On Sunday, April 28 at 10:00am, 
there will be a special orientation for those 
interested in learning more about First 
Baptist Decatur as well as those who are 
interested in becoming official members!

The orientation will include free coffee, 
a short tour of the church, as well as special 
introductions and presentations by our staff 
and leadership.

There is no need to sign-up in advance, 
simply show up! If you're looking to 
learn more about FBCD, don't miss this 
opportunity to connect.

On Saturday, April 27 at 6:00pm, 
There has never been an event like this 
one! Dinner and a Show brings you the 
remarkable story of “Pizza con Funghi."  
Thrills, chills, intrigue and one of the 
most confusing stories ever written. Cost 
is $15.00 per person and $30.00 for a 
family (with children under 12). Make your 
reservations at 404-373-1653.
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Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Sun., Apr. 7, 12:30pm, Parlor
Young at Heart will have its monthly 
meeting at 12:30pm in the church 
parlor following worship.

Women on Mission
April 9, 10:30am in S-216
The Women on Mission will have their 
monthly meeting on Apr. 9. All are 
welcome to attend.

Easter Egg Hunt, Farmers' Market 
Kick-off, and American Chestnut Tree 
Planting
Sat., Apr. 13, 9:00am-1:00pm
Join us for the Decatur Business 
Associations Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
(10am), the launch of the Decatur 
Farmers' Market season (9am), and a 
special American Chestnut Tree planting 
ceremony (12pm) all on the front lawn.

Palm Sunday Worship
Sun., Apr. 14, 8:45am and 11:15am
Join us for worship on Palm Sunday as 
we begin Holy Week together.

Chapel Service at Decatur First 
United Methodist Church
April 15 - 19, 12:00-1:00pm
You're invited to join DFUMC 
and First Baptist Decatur for these 
ecumenical chapel services during lunch 
through the entirety of Holy Week. 
We're excited to partner with this local 
congregation!

Deacon's Meeting
Tues., Apr. 16, 7:00pm
The deacons will have their monthly 
meeting in at 7:00pm.

No Wednesday Dinner or Activities
Wed., Apr. 17, 6:30pm
With the exception of choir rehearsal 
and Fresh Start band practice, there 
will be no Wednesday night dinner or 
activities during Holy Week.

Good Friday Worship
April 19, 7:30pm, Sanctuary
You and your family are invited to join 
us during this reflective worship service 
with our sister church, Scott Boulevard 
Baptist.

Easter Sunday Worship
April 21, 8:45am and 11:15am
Join us for one of our Resurrection 
Sunday worship services!

First School Tour
Thurs., April 25, 8:00am
There will be a tour of First School for 
interested families on April 25. No 
registration is required!

Dinner and a Show
Sat., Apr. 27, 6:00pm
There has never been an event like this 
one! Dinner and a Show brings you the 
remarkable story of “Pizza con Funghi."  
Thrills, chills, intrigue and one of the 
most confusing stories ever written. 
Cost is $15.00 per person and $30.00 
for a family (w/ children under 12). 
Make your reservation by calling 404-
373-1653.

CBF/GA Senior Adult Retreat
Apr. 28-30, St. Simons Island
Register now for the CBF/GA Senior 
Adult Retreat on St. Simons Island! 
The retreat includes speakers, breakout 
sessions, worship, and more. To learn 
how to register, visit: cbfga.org 

Have something you would like 
included in the monthly newsletter?
The deadline is the 15th of each month 
prior to publication. Please have all 
materials submitted to Matt Snyder 
at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com by the 
deadline. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted. Thanks!

Receive WEEKLY Newsletters!
Did you know you could receive a 
newsletter update every week from First 
Baptist Decatur? These communications 
are sent via email each Tuesday. Simply 
go to fbcdecatur.com/subscribe to 
sign-up!

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
AND EVENTS
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GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

PASTOR ON CALL

Weekdays: 404-373-1653 
Weekends: 470-202-8622

BUDGET OFFERINGS

Through March 17, 2019

Offerings Received MTD  ......................... $59,950
Offerings YTD  ....................................... $192,378
Budget YTD  .......................................... $214,572
Budget YTD Ahead/(Behind)  ..............  ($22,194) 

Special Missions Offering  ............................$4,172
Benevolence Offerings  ................................ $3,288

GIVING
AT FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF DECATUR

GIVE ONLINE
If you call FBCD your faith community, 
we ask that you pray about giving 
financially to support, strengthen, and 
grow our ministries. You can give online 
by visiting: fbcdecatur.com/giving

APRIL 2019 - We have a few more opportunities for 
our church family to have meals together. Meals begin 
at 5:30pm and are $7 per person.

Wednesday, April 3
Grilled Chicken Stir Fry, White Rice, Salad Bar, Yeast 
Roll, and Pineapple Upside-Down Cake

Wednesday, April 10
Meat Loaf, Potatoes Au Gratin, Cooked Cabbage, 
Yeast Roll, and Cherry Pie

Wednesday, April 17
No evening meal this week (Holy Week).

Wednesday, April 24
Pot Roast with Carrots, White Rice, Lima Beans, 
Salad Bar, Yeast Roll, and Lemon Cake

FBCD Meals Together


