
outlook
first baptist church of decatur | April 2018

reflection from the pastor • children’s ministry 
update • palm sunday photos • dinner and a show • 
upcoming sermons • announcements • and more

Palm
 Sunday 2018 | Photo by M

att Snyder



Resurrection and
Redeeming Lost Causes

Dr. David Jordan
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What an honor it is for me offer my first newsletter 
article to you as the newest addition to the excellent 
staff of First Baptist Church! Beth and I are already 
overwhelmed with gratitude at the many acts of 
kindness, and the countless ways that so many of you 
have made us feel welcomed and completely at home. 
After celebrating our first Easter together, it now feels 
very right to call attention to the loveliness we are 
sharing. Spring reminds us again of God’s resurrecting 
world unfolding all around us.  
Now allow me to share a devotional thought 

stimulated by these essential words from Psalm 118:

I thank you that you have answered me and have become 
my salvation.  The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the chief cornerstone.  This is the Lord’s doing; it 
is marvelous in our eyes.  This is the day that the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118:21-24).

It was 1502 in Florence, Italy, and an immense block 
of marble stood in the Santa Maria del Fiore church.  
It was a stone ready to be beautiful. Sadly, some 
undiscerning craftsman had carved out a large hole 
through the very place where a figure’s legs should have 
gone.
Piero Soderini, the mayor of Florence, sought several 

artists, including Leonardo da Vinci, to save the 
piece. However, each agreed in turn that the lovely 
marble had been mutilated. What could have been art 
appeared beyond redemption.  

And then there was Michelangelo.  Hearing of this 
piece, he traveled to Florence.  After examining the 
marble, he had an idea.  He envisioned a reconfigured 
posture. Adapting the pose of the figure around the 
hole, he saw magnificence where other only imagined 
failure.
From this soon-to-be-discarded marble, Michelangelo 

created a young David, sling in hand, leaning slightly, 
and strikingly beautiful. Thus, the stone that was 
rejected by others was made a masterpiece, transformed 
by the hands of a master.*   
This is the theme of Jesus, the theme the gospel writers 

want us to remember: Jesus was despised and rejected.  
And yet, God transforms rejection into redemption so 
that the tragedy of the cross becomes the cornerstone 
of faith.  This same theme replays itself in lives just 
like yours and mine. Lost causes continue to be 
redeemed. Rejected stones keep being made beautiful. 
Languishing lives rise up to laugh with sounds of joy 
once more.  
In the coming days, listen carefully to the good 

news of Jesus: in Jerusalem, just outside the city 
walls, another stone, rolled away, revealed an empty 
tomb. New possibilities for you and me continue. 
God remains in the resurrection business where even 
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A WORD OF THANKS

PRAYER OF THE MONTH
Lord, remind me again of your redeeming, transforming 
power.  You are making something beautiful of my life.  Allow 
me the patience to wait, the wisdom to understand, and 
the confidence to live with courage in the meantime.  May 
the spring that surrounds me awaken anew the joy of your 

salvation and the bold reality of resurrection.

Dear Members and Friends of FBCD: 

Beth and I are completely smitten with you ... And we would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to all of you in 
this great church for your incredible hospitality, love and welcome. We are truly overwhelmed with gratitude. 
And we are so thankful to be here with you now and to be sharing in this vital journey of faith God is calling 
us to. 

Our reception on March 18 included so many lovely touches and thoughtful surprises we don’t even know 
where to begin in saying thanks. Everything from the beautifully decorated box to the countless cards of 
welcome and good wishes to the delicious cake to the excellent food to the amazing desserts to the generous, 
thoughtful and creative gift cards, to the kind words and warm hugs ... we truly stand in awe at our being 
with you and the great and exciting task of working together for God’s glory. What a joy it is now and what a 
great journey it will be. 

With much love and deep gratitude, 

David and Beth

rejection can be redeemed – and made lovely. As the 
psalmist says: 

This is the Lord’s doing. And it is marvelous in our eyes.

Happy Easter everyone. I am truly honored to be part 
of this amazing church.

Gratefully, 
David

* This story is related in The 48 Laws of Power by Robert Green.  This 
“David” stands in marked contrast to the other more famous and earlier 
“David” sculpted 1502-04 now in Florence’s Galleria dell’Accademia.

If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, 
go together.

– An African Proverb

Read Dr. Jordan in Christian Ethics Today
Dr. Jordan just had a recent article published in 

Christina Ethics Today entitled: “American Evolution: 
Teddy Roosevelt and Our National Experiment.”
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I Wonder... and Godly
Play Reflection

Rev. Kristen Koger

On Wednesday nights with our PreK-5th graders, Pastor 
KK and Helen Wallace sit with the children and hear the 
stories of our faith. We do this by using the Godly Play 
curriculum, which is a Montessori-based program that 
encourages children to engage with the story in a different 
way than your typical Sunday School class.

 At the end of the story, we ask “wondering” questions 
about the story like “I wonder which part of the story 
you liked best” and “I wonder if we can leave any part of 
this story out and still have everything we need.” The story 
below happened on a Wednesday night a few weeks ago 
and was a blog post that Pastor KK shared on her personal 
blog.

It’s no secret that I love Godly Play. It is one of my 
favorite programs to use with any age, but especially 
children. One of the reasons I love it is because we 
never know how the children will understand or engage 
with a story, or what they will take away from it. And 
there is something magical that happens when we enter 
our Godly Play room, and the children are ready to 
hear a story and to encounter God in a new way. And 
then, when they hear the words “I wonder” and they 
are invited to share their thoughts about the story or to 
add to a story- even more magic happens.

I wonder… could this be the work of the Holy 
Spirit? Is the Holy Spirit showing up in our room each 
week?

We are currently hearing the stories titled “The Faces 
of Easter,” also known as the Lent stores. These stories 
tell the story of the life of Jesus, starting at the very 
beginning and going until the very end. But there is 
also something different about these stories. You see, 
usually in our Godly Play room, there is an invisible 
line on the floor that makes a semi-circle. And the 
children have learned where this line is. Outside the 

circle is for the children; inside the circle is for the 
storyteller and the story. To come into the circle, you 
must be invited in by the storyteller. And when you are 
invited in, it is a very special thing. 

With the faces of Easter, children are invited into 
the circle each week. And when they are invited into 
the circle, they are invited to bring an item from the 
classroom that will help us to tell the story or remind us 
of the story. 

The first face of Easter is the face of the Christ Child. 
We learned how Jesus came into the world as a baby, and 
how that baby was loved and cared for by the Mother 
Mary and the Father Joseph. Then the children were 
invited to get an object from the room and to bring it to 
the circle to help us tell the story. One child brought the 
Christ Candle, one brought the Holy Mountain of God 
(Mt. Sinai), one brought the communion set from the 
Lord’s Supper. Every child got to choose what she or he 
brought to the circle. 

One of our oldest children chose to bring a pair of 
binoculars to the circle. At the end of the evening while 
we were having our Feast (a small snack to remind us of 
the Lord’s Supper). As the children were enjoying their 
Feast, I said, “I wonder if anyone wanted to share why 
they brought the object they did to the circle?” Not 
surprisingly, everyone wanted to share about their object.

“I chose the Christ Candle because it reminds us that 
Jesus is here with us.” “I chose the mountain because I 
love the mountains. They are big and strong like God.” 
“I brought the communion set because I like when we 
take communion.” 

Then the child who brought the binoculars to the 
circle spoke. “I picked the binoculars, because sometimes 
we need things to help us see God better. And that’s 
what Jesus does.”

Friends, it took everything in me not to smile and cry 



O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |  A
P

R
IL 2

0
18

SUPER SATURDAYS! 
VBS REIMAGINED – JUNE 9 & JULY 21

and scream “YES! YOU GET IT.” It’s moments like these that make me love 
Godly Play so much. If I had taught a lesson about how binoculars are a 
symbol for helping us see God better, and we do that with Jesus, the kids 
wouldn’t have remembered it or understood it nearly as well as when 
one of them comes up with that illustration themselves. Maybe to the 
other 7 children sitting in the circle, they are still just binoculars. But 
to the child who brought them to our circle, and to me, they now 
symbolize so much more.

I wonder… what are things in your life that help you see God 
better? I wonder… when you look around the spaces that make up your 
life, where do you see God? I wonder…are you looking close enough? 

This summer, we are bringing a new type of VBS to 
FBC Decatur! After listening to parents with children, 
the children’s ministry leadership team, former children’s 
ministers, and volunteers, we realized we need to change 
it up. So we decided to go big and go different. 

Allow us to present: Super Saturdays: VBS 
Reimagined. This program will be two all-day Saturday 
events with two components. The first happens in 
the mornings and will be very similar to a traditional 
Vacation Bible School. Children will be use rotations 
to engage with our Bible story for the day: music, bible 
story, craft, games, and missions. Then we will share 
lunch together, and parents are invited to join us. In 
the afternoon, we will have an activity or outing that 
connects to the morning’s Bible story. 

So, here is a brief explanation of the two days and 
some of the things we will be doing on these days. 
We will be using the “Water U Doing?” Curriculum 
from Passport, Inc. This curriculum talks about water 
conservation and teaches children that water is a vital 
part of life. 

On June 9th, children will hear the story of the 
man at the pool of Bethesda. They will hear the story 
of Colleen Burroughs, who grew up in Malawi as a 
missionary kid. They will make crosses out of mud and 
will play games about crossing a river. In the afternoon, 
we will have games and activities that use water and will 

learn more about how we can save water. There will 
be games that children will do as a part of their VBS 
groups and then there will be other activities for then to 
do with their parents and friends. 

One July 21st, children will hear the story of Jonah 
and the whale. They will make hygiene kits to give to 
those in need in our community and they will learn 
about how important hygiene is to our overall health. 
In the afternoon, we will take a trip to the zoo or the 
aquarium (TBD) to see more of the water animals that 
are a part of our world.

We are so excited about this new way doing VBS, 
and hope to be able to offer these “Super Saturdays” 
throughout the year, and not just in the summer. So 
mark your calendars for our first two Super Saturdays 
and get ready to reimagine what VBS can be. We hope 
you will join us!
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Fresh Start – 8:45am in Carreker Hall
Sanctuary – 11:15am in the Sanctuary

SUNDAY WORSHIP

The following is the upcoming sermon series for 
April 2018. Dr. David Jordan will be preaching the 
following Sundays at 8:45am and 11:15am:

April 1, 2018
A Garden of Becoming
John 20:1-18

April 8, 2018
Peace Be with You
John 20:19-23

April 15, 2018
Subtle Shifts
John 21:1-14

April 22, 2018
Meeting Us Where We Are
John 21:15-19

April 29, 2018
Crowd Psychology: Jesus is Calling You!
Mark 10:46-52

LISTEN TO OUR MESSAGES ONLINE!
You can listen to past messages on the website by 
visiting fbcdecatur.com/sermons-online.  

You can also subscribe to our sermon podcast in 
iTunes, Spotify, and Stitcher, so you can listen to our 
messages on the go!
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SATURDAY 
MAY 5, 2018

dinner & 
a show.
dinner & 
a show.
YOU’RE INVITED TO DINNER AND A SHOW: SPECIAL EDITION
Come join the Cinco de Mayo fiesta at 6:00 pm in Carreker Hall on – you guessed it – May 5th!!
Chef Steven will provide a wonderful Mexican fare and listen to the amazing musica y un espectàculo (music and 
entertainment) from First Baptist Church of Decatur and beyond! Cost is $15 per person or $35 for families of 
four (w/ kids 12 and under). You can make reservations by calling the Front Office (404-373-1653).

PRAYERS & PRAISES
We celebrate with the Lewis Family on the arrival of their baby girl, Olivia Sarah Lewis! We offer 
congratulations to parents Jeremy and Beth and proud older siblings Isaiah and Naomi, and look 
forward to meeting their sweet little one soon.

Our condolences to the family and friends of Frances Lynn Brodnax Frantz who passed away in 
late March 2018. Her service was well attended here at FBCD and she was loved by many! We also 
extend our condolences to the family and friends of Han Choi who passed away March 26, 2018.

PRAYER REQUESTS
If you have a prayer request and praise report, please contact the Front Office at 404-373-1653, or 
visit the website at http://fbcdecatur.com/prayer
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the latest news, events, and updates from the FBCD community

Easter Sunday Services
Join us for Easter Sunday! We have two services 
on Easter morning. Fresh Start is at 8:45am and 
Sanctuary worship is at 11:15am Invite your friends, 
bring your family, and extend an invitation to your 
neighbors!

Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Young at Heart meets for its monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, April 4th at 5:00pm in the Parlor. 

Women on Mission
The Women on Mission meets for their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, April 10th beginning at 10:30am 
in S-216. 

FBC-Decatur Members and
Friends Art Show 2018
The FBC-Decatur Members and Friends Art Show 
2018 will be presented April 8 through April 27, 2018 
in the new 3rd floor gallery in the Sanctuary building. 
Come check it out!

Keep Donating Carry-on Bags for Immigrants 
Being Deported
This project will continue throughout 2018. Please 
consider donating a bag with a pair of men’s shoes 
(sizes 8-10) and a pair of men’s pants (32x34) 
which we will deliver to El Refugio and the Stewart 
Detention Center. Bags and/or clothes and shoes can 
be delivered to Columbia Presbyterian Church (711 
Columbia Dr. Decatur, GA 30030). If no one is in the 
church office, the items may be left in the large bin 
located by the office door in the breezeway between 
the sanctuary and education building; or leave them 
in the FBCD church office and Don Hammonds will 
deliver them to Columbia Presbyterian. Thanks!

Financial Peace University
What if you could be debt-free with an emergency 
fund of 3–6 months of expenses saved, all while 
investing for retirement and planning for your 
family’s future? Sound impossible? It’s not! With 
Dave Ramsey’s class Financial Peace University, you 

CAN take control of your money. If you’re interested 
in learning more about the class, the next session of 
Financial Peace University begins Wednesday, April 
4th. You can pre-register by visiting fbcdecatur.com/
newsandevents

Abundance Pantry Volunteers Needed
Briarcliff Oaks is seeking volunteers to run its new 
Abundance Food Pantry. Two volunteers are needed 
on most, if not all, Monday mornings, 9:00-11:00am. 
This can be a good way to become a “Friend of the 
Oaks.” Prospective volunteers can contact Judy Powell at 
jpowell2001@comcast.net or 404 805-9243.

What’s God Doing in Your Life?
Do you have a story or testimony of something God 
has recently done in your life? We’re looking for people 
to share their stories in worship and/or online. If you’re 
interested in sharing, please email kkoger@fbcdecatur.
com. We love hearing about how the Spirit is moving 
in our community!

Summer First Camp Registration
Summer Camp Registration is now open for the 9 
weeks of summer! You can sign up for one or more 
weeks at a time. Each week comes with a field trip. Go 
to www.fbcdecatur.com/camp for more information on 
registration. 

Apply for the Fall 2018 After School Program
First Camp is now accepting applications for the 
Fall 2018 After School Program. You can find an 
application and more information on the website, www.
fbcdecatur.com/camp
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April 4th
Meat Loaf
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans

April 11th
Hamburgers
Hotdogs
Chips
Baked Beans & Cole Slaw
 
April 18th
Roasted Pork Loin w/ Pineapple Salsa
Potatos Au Gratin / Roasted Vegetables

April 25th
Country Fried Steak
Mac n’ cheese
Steamed Broccoli

**All meals include 
salad bar, rolls/bread, 

and dessert

GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

The Office will be closed Easter 
Monday (4/2).

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call one 
of the numbers below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon on Call:
April 2 - 9 

– Chris Faulkner 
April 9 -15 

– Charlie Hunter
April 16 - 22 

– Jenny McCurdy
April 23 - 29

– Melinda McBride 
April 30 - May 6

– Randall Hampton

Wednesday Dinner Menu
April 2018

$7
per meal


