
2019 DEACON
NOMINEES

SUSAN BENNETT
It is here that I have been nurtured and loved into the family of God 

and the saints of this church. I grew up under the influence of the 

pillars of this church and have always known that I am a child of God.  

Over the years I have been privileged to find my own place here. 

From my earliest years I have been raised in the Christian love of our 

children’s program, our youth program, where I met my precious 

husband David, and all of the areas of First Baptist where my 

Christian purpose has been formed. I was baptized at the age of nine, 

and since that time I have sought out places in this church where I can grow in my Christianity and be an 

agent of doing the same for others. I have served as a teacher of youth, a leader in the Verdery Class, a 

deacon, facilitator of the Women’s Ministry, a member of many committees, and in every instance God 

has used me to develop my own spirit as I strive to be an effective participant of the missions of this 

church. I am honored to have been allowed this opportunity to serve my church and my God in this new 

way.

LORIN BOREN
I was raised by two devout parents and a small country church. They 

showed me God’s love long before accepting Christ at a young age, 

and have continued to do so through life’s various tests of faith. I am 

the grateful wife of Rackley Boren, and relish that my married name is 

a testament to God’s good humor. We have called First Baptist Church 

of Decatur “home” for two years. In that time, we have had the 

opportunity to worship and fellowship with uplifting Christians who 

encourage and empower us to serve. My prayer for our church is that 

we will be a beacon of hope, of truth, of acceptance, and of love just as Christ would have us be.

The following are the 2019 deacon 

nominees at First Baptist Decatur. The 

congregation will vote on this deacon 

slate on Sunday, November 11, 2018 

following each worship service.



SYLVIA CHANDLER
Joy and gratitude must have been born in my heart. Getting to Sunday 

School every week without fail for 12 years, whether at home or away as I 

grew up is testimony to my family's values and mine. During my marriage 

I was away from church for a dozen years; coming back to FBCD and 

finding the Pilgrims group prodded my spiritual growth. Pilgrims became 

my community and kept me in church. My prayer is that all of us in our 

FBCD community become as one in walking diverse paths seeking to 

walk the Jesus way "where we are" in our community and out into an 

even wider world.

BETH FURUTA
I’ve been a Methodist my entire life until I started attending First Baptist 

Church of Decatur with my two sons in 2015. From the first visit, FBC felt like 

home. I was welcomed by old and new friends. Also, I found the traditional 

elements of worship were so very comfortable and familiar, and the talent in 

the Fresh Start service blew me away. My sons Owen (15) and CJ (12) attend 

the youth group whenever they are with me and have also made wonderful 

friends here. In February, I married Yoshi in a quietly beautiful service in the 

chapel performed by Dr. David Gushee. I can often be found behind the sound booth in Fresh Start or 

attending the Journey Sunday School class. Thank you for continuing to invite this divorced and remarried 

former Methodist into your midst. I promise to do my best to represent and serve all those who choose to be a 

part of our community.

CAROL HADLEY
Calvary Baptist Church in southern Indiana was where as a child I learned

  to quote the affirmation that “nothing can separate us from the love of 

God which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” My life revolved around the church 

including Training Union, GA’s, and YWA’s. In college I was active in BSU 

and served as a BSU summer missionary in New Orleans. After college I 

attended “Mission 70” in Atlanta and my path was set to move here. FBCD 

became my church when I moved to Clarkston and began my career in 

public health. I taught a youth SS class with Mickey Goodson and we were married in the Sanctuary. Our 

partnership produced an amazing son, Chris, and a rich, meaningful life for which I am filled with awe and 

gratitude. This is an exciting time for our congregation as we grow deeper to face challenging times. My vision 

for the church is expressed in a song I learned in my teenage years that has guided my life: “They will know 

we are Christians by our love.” 



JEREMY LEWIS
I started following Jesus as a child and was baptized when I was

 about 8 years old. I have lived in Georgia all my life and have been an 

ordained Baptist minister since 2005. I serve as the Executive Director of 

Urban Recipe, a ministry working to make sure families have all the food 

they need each year. I love the Lord and am passionate about serving 

others and finding ways for us each to join in what God is doing in our 

church and community. I have been a member of the Seeking the Kingdom 

class for a number of years. I am married to Beth who teaches special 

education at Decatur High School and plays violin occasionally in the Fresh Start Band and we have three 

children, Isaiah (11), Naomi (6) and Olivia (7 months).

SCOTT MORRIS
I was raised by my parents in a Christian tradition and was baptized when 

I was a teenager. I married Michelle in 1998 and we have a 10-year-old 

son named Matthew. My family and I have been members of First Baptist 

Decatur since 2000, when we moved back to Atlanta after graduate 

school. Both Michelle and Matthew are active participants in the 

children’s ministry program and I am involved with the young adults and 

families class. I have served as a deacon on one other occasion and am 

looking forward to the opportunity again. I am also currently on the 

Buildings and Grounds committee and have been assisting the History committee with some special 

projects. We love this church and our church family and pray that we can be an example for Christ in our 

community.

KEEP WATCH OVER YOURSELVES AND ALL 
THE FLOCK OF WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

HAS MADE YOU OVERSEERS. BE 
SHEPHERDS OF THE CHURCH OF GOD, 

WHICH HE BOUGHT WITH HIS OWN BLOOD.

—ACTS 20:28



QUENTIN PIRKLE
Linda and I joined First Baptist Church Decatur in 2014. I was impressed 

that FBCD modeled early New Testament churches: loving, inclusive, 

interested in the well-being of others, and inquisitive about the teachings 

of Jesus. In our previous church I served in many areas including 

Committees, Sunday School, and Training Union. I am currently a 

member of the Pilgrims Class, a substitute teacher for the Philathia 

Class, and Vice-Chair of the Finance Committee. I am honored to be 

nominated to serve on the Diaconate.

PEGGY SMITH
I have been at FBCD for 69 years and began my journey with Christ 62 

years ago. It has grown each and every year. My grandmother, parents, 

my siblings, and husband have all called this church home. It is truly 

where we felt the love of Christ and this community of faith in good times 

and bad. I feel best about getting to know the members here and sharing 

in our journey with Christ in our daily lives. My prayer for this church is that 

we continue to grow together and to spread outside to the community 

the love of Christ. I pray that we will live our faith rather than just talk about it, and that we will be a lighthouse 

to this community.

NANCY NORMAN
It is hard to remember a time when regular church and Sunday School was 

not a part of my life.  My family was part of a Methodist congregation and I 

joined the church a bit before my 12th birthday.  At that time I promised to 

support the church with my presence, my prayers and my offerings.  I still 

believe those principles are key elements for being part of a body of 

believers. Mike and I have been married 51 years and we have two sons who 

grew up at FBCD and now live in Houston.  We joined FBCD Easter Sunday in 

1975.  We were blessed to find a Sunday School class where we found life 

long friendships.  Although many of those people have moved on to other churches, we still meet with many old 

friends from the group. Currently Mike and I are active in Margie Williamson's Bible Study class, and the church 

choir.  The Prayers and Squares group has been so meaningful for me and volunteering at the front desk weekly is 

an opportunity to better know and appreciate our church staff and other members. It has also been my great 

privilege and blessing to be part of our church Thailand Mission Team. 


